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Abstract

This work examined the pedagogical periodical press in the Vilna Educational District in the
period 1862-1915.

The study’s source base incorporated narrowly specialized reference and encyclopedic works on
the history of the Russian periodical press. In terms of methodology, use was made of content analysis
to isolate a selection of periodicals published in 1862—1915 in the Vilna Educational District.

The study’s findings revealed that there were five academic pedagogical periodicals published
in the Vilna Educational District between 1862 and 1915. These journals were geographically
distributed as follows: three published in Vilno, one — in Mogilev on the Dnieper, and one —
in Grodno. Among them, the periodicals that were in operation for a relatively long time were
Tsirkulyar po Vilenskomu Uchebnomu Okrugu and Narodnoye Obrazovaniye v Vilenskom
Uchebnom Okruge, with both sustained through government funding and being in operation in
Vilno up until the city was evacuated during World War I. Among the rest of the journals,
of particular note is the periodical Pedagogicheskiye Zapiski, which was a supplement to the
children’s magazine Zor’ka — 18 issues of this journal were produced between 1905 and 1908.
The remaining two publications, Belorussky Uchitel’sky Vestnik (published in Mogilev on the
Dnieper) and Pedagogicheskoye Delo (Grodno), existed for relatively short periods of time, with
fewer than 10 issues of each produced.

Keywords: pedagogical periodical press, Vilna Educational District, Russian Empire, period
1862-1915.
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1. Introduction

The Vilna Educational District, one of the oldest educational districts in the Russian Empire,
was established in 1803, with Vilno as its administrative center. The district incorporated Vilna,
Vitebsk, Grodno, Kovno, Minsk, Mogilev, and Kholm Governorates. In 1897, these areas had a
combined population of approximately 11 million people (equally divided between the sexes), with
1.9 of these being urbanites (Naselenie..., 1898: 5-29). According to the study by A.A. Cherkasov,
that same year, 1803, the district became home to a university of its own — Imperial Vilna
University. The educational institution was, however, closed down in 1832 as a consequence of its
students and instructors taking an active part in the November Uprising (Cherkasov, 2023: 1688).

2. Materials and methods

The study’s source base incorporated narrowly specialized reference and encyclopedic works
on the history of the Russian periodical press. Of particular note are the work by A.A. Cherkasov,
which examines the academic and demographic potential of educational districts across the
Russian Empire (Cherkasov, 2023), the reference book by A.G. Dementyev (Russkaya
periodicheskaya..., 1959), the work by N.N. Ablov, devoted to academic periodical publications
(Ablov, 1937), and ‘The Russian Pedagogical Encyclopedia’, produced under the editorship of
V.G. Panov (Rossiiskaya pedagogicheskaya..., 1993).

In terms of methodology, use was made of content analysis to isolate a selection of
periodicals published in 1862—-1915 in the Vilna Educational District. Another important method
employed in the study was the retrospective method, the use of which helped construct the work
based on a chronological sequence of events.

3. Literature review

The relevant historiography for this study may be divided into two groups: 1) historiography
dealing with periodicals and editors in the Vilna Educational District; 2) historiography dealing
with periodicals in other educational districts across the Russian Empire.

The first group is distinguished by fragmentariness. Nevertheless, the periodical press in the
Vilna Educational District is mentioned in the work by S.V. Snapkovskaya, focused on the
development of pedagogical journalism in Belarus in the early 2oth century (Snapkovskaya, 2010);
certain initiatives undertaken by the administration of the Vilna Educational District in the early
20th century are discussed in the work by S.I. Bus’ko (Bus'ko, 2021); the work by
S.V. Snapkovskaya examines the conditions and factors governing the development of the social-
pedagogical movement in Belarus in the early 20th century (Snapkovskaya, 2019).

As regards the historiography devoted to the periodical press in other educational districts
across the Russian Empire, worthy of note are the following works: the one by V.D. Muzykant and
colleagues, focused on pedagogical publications produced in the Kazan Educational District
(Muzykant et al., 2022), the one by I.Yu. Cherkasova and colleagues, focused on pedagogical
publications produced in the Orenburg Educational District (Cherkasova et al., 2023), and the ones
by A.M. Mamadaliev and colleagues, focused on the periodical press in the Kiev (Mamadaliev et al.,
2023), Kharkov (Mamadaliev et al., 2023a), Riga (Mamadaliev et al., 2023b), and Caucasus
Educational Districts (Mamadaliev et al., 2022).

4. Results

According to the study by A.A. Cherkasov, there were five pedagogical periodicals produced
in the Vilna Educational District, with three of these published in its administrative center, Vilno,
one — in Mogilev on the Dnieper, and one — in Grodno.

The oldest of them was the departmental Tsirkulyar po Vilenskomu Uchebnomu Okrugu
(Russian: “Vilna Educational District Bulletin”), produced in Vilno from 1862 to 1915 (Cherkasov,
2023: 1688). The journal was published by the office of the Trustee of the Vilno Educational
District. Up to 1869, its name was Tsirkulyar po Upravleniyu Vilenskim Uchebnym Okrugom
(“Vilna Educational District Administration Bulletin”). Published monthly, the journal was
primarily focused on official materials in the area of public education and published ordinances
from the Ministry of Public Education and decrees from the Trustee of the Vilno Educational
District (Russkaya periodicheskaya..., 1959: 452).

In 1901, they added a supplement to the journal — Narodnoye Obrazovaniye v Vilenskom
Uchebnom Okruge (“Public Education in the Vilna Educational District”). The supplement was
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produced from 1901 to 1915 (Figure 1) (Cherkasov, 2023: 1688). Initially, the periodical came out
six times a year. Starting in 1907, it was produced monthly. It had two major sections — official and
unofficial. The unofficial section carried works on primary education, model lesson materials,
articles on out-of-school education, practical advice on improving the infrastructure of lower and
primary schools, information about school life in the district, local pedagogical news, and
biographies of prominent pedagogues.
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Fig. 1. Cover of the journal Narodnoye Obrazovaniye v Vilenskom Uchebnom Okruge. 1910.
Issue 4.

The journal was edited by the district’s officials and Trustee’s aides. One of its editors was
Vsevolod Aleksandrovich Flerov (1860-1919), a prominent Russian pedagogue and man of letters
(Figure 2).

Fig. 2. Vsevolod Aleksandrovich Flerov (1860—1919)

V.A. Flerov was born on November 10, 1860, in Tver. Just like many Russian pedagogues at
the time, he received his education through an ecclesiastical seminary. After graduating from
Moscow Ecclesiastical Seminary, he worked at Tula Ecclesiastical School. Afterwards, from 1887 to
1895, he taught at Novotorzhskaya Teacher’s Seminary. From 1895 to 1901, he worked as a public
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schools inspector in Tver Governorate. In 1906, he was transferred to Vilno and appointed to the
post of aide to the Trustee of the Vilna Educational District. That is where he engaged in editing the
journal. In 1914, V.A. Flerov moved to Moscow, where he would lecture at Moscow Urban Folk
School (Rossiiskaya pedagogicheskaya..., 1993).

From 1905 to 1908, they also published Pedagogicheskiye Zapiski (“Pedagogical
Transactions”) in Vilno (Cherkasov, 2023: 1688). This periodical was a supplement to Zorka
(“Dawn”), a journal for children of primary- and secondary-school age. Its editor-publisher was
S.A. Kovelyuk. Published monthly, it was concerned with issues of nurture and education and
carried a variety of materials discussing novel ideas in the pedagogical process. The journal was
welcome in secular and parochial educational institutions alike. In all, 18 issues of this periodical
were produced (Snapkovskaya, 2010: 66).

The journal Belorussky Uchitel'sky Vestnik (“Belarusian Teacher’s Herald”) was produced
from 1910 to 1911 in Mogilev on the Dnieper (Cherkasov, 2023: 1688). This monthly was geared
toward teachers and specialists in the area of public education. Its editor-publisher was
N.Ye. Kozlov. The journal maintained close ties with the Active and Former Teachers’ Mutual
Assistance Society in Mogilev Governorate. The journal’s content was aligned to the wishes of
public teachers in Mogilev Governorate expressed via a special survey conducted by the Society for
Facilitating Unity Among Public Teachers and Assisting Them With Pedagogical Advice.
The journal’s staff comprised of local teachers. A significant portion of materials it carried were
devoted to local school life. The periodical was launched in May 1910. Five issues of the journal
were published since then before just one (Issue 6) was produced in 1911 — the year it ceased
operation (Ablov, 1937: 80-81).

Lastly, there was Pedagogicheskoye Delo (“Pedagogical Business”), produced from 1911 to
1914 in Grodno (Cherkasov, 2023: 1688). The journal was published by the Grodno Pedagogical
Society. At different times its editors-in-chief were V.O. Liders (Issues 1 through 4 in 1912),
N.G. Ostroumov (starting from Issue 5 for 1912), and D.I. Kropotov (1913—1914). The journal’s first
issue came out in December 1911. It was stated in that issue that the journal was devoted to issues
of education and teaching and was the only journal in Russia focused on accumulating best
teaching practices and facilitating mutual assistance among teachers. The operation of the journal
mainly depended on input from secondary school teachers. The periodical had two major sections
— the pedagogical section (academic articles, coverage of general issues, bibliography, coverage of
current events in local school life, and reports covering the work of the pedagogic society) and the
section for students (literary and academic writings by students, including exemplary essays and
short stories). However, a number of articles by students being found reactionary vis-a-vis
government policy eventually led to a confrontation with the administration of the Vilna
Educational District. As a consequence, the journal was urged to shut down its students’ section.
The periodical was on its fourth issue when V.O. Liders closed down the students’ section and gave
up editing the journal (Ablov, 1937: 86). The journal ceased publication shortly afterwards.

In September 1915, the Russian troops had to leave the administrative center of the Vilna
Educational District, the city of Vilno, during the Great Retreat, as a result of which the periodicals
Tsirkulyar po Vilenskomu Uchebnomu Okrugu and Narodnoye Obrazovaniye v Vilenskom
Uchebnom Okruge ceased publication.

5. Conclusion

There were five academic pedagogical periodicals published in the Vilna Educational District
between 1862 and 1915. These journals were geographically distributed as follows: three published
in Vilno, one — in Mogilev on the Dnieper, and one — in Grodno. Among them, the periodicals that
were in operation for a relatively long time were Tsirkulyar po Vilenskomu Uchebnomu Okrugu
and Narodnoye Obrazovaniye v Vilenskom Uchebnom Okruge, with both sustained through
government funding and being in operation in Vilno up until the city was evacuated during World
War I. Among the rest of the journals, of particular note is the periodical Pedagogicheskiye
Zapiski, which was a supplement to the children’s magazine Zor’ka — 18 issues of this journal were
produced between 1905 and 1908. The remaining two publications, Belorussky Uchitel’sky Vestnik
(published in Mogilev on the Dnieper) and Pedagogicheskoye Delo (Grodno), existed for relatively
short periods of time, with fewer than 10 issues of each produced.
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