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Procesul de formare al diasporei este
conditionat, de obicei, de procesele migratio-
niste, iar crearea comunitatilor de migranti
peste hotare este unul dintre efectele migratiei
care atrag dupa sine o serie de avantaje pentru
tarile de origine. Diaspora reprezintd o putere
activa, implicatd in aproape toate domeniile de
activitate ale unei societdti, prin urmare, in
literatura de specialitate termenul in sine este
tratat diferit, in functie de domeniul de studiu ce
il abordeaza. Cum totusi poate fi definita dias-
pora, cum poate fi apreciatd dimensiunea aces-
teia, prin ce este acest termen diferit de migra-
tie, cum a evoluat interesul pentru studiul dias-
porei si care sunt ramificatiile economice ale
actiunilor diasporei pentru tarile de origine —
sunt doar cdteva dintre aspectele pe care ne pro-
punem sa le abordam pe parcursul cercetarii.

Cuvinte-cheie: diaspord, migratie, stat de
origine, interdependentd, dezvoltare economica.

JEL: F22, F63, J62.

Introducere

Termenul de ,,diaspora” patrunde in limba
romana din franceza, care, la randul ei, l-a im-
prumutat din limba greaci. In traducere din
greaca, termenul ,,diaspord” inseamna ,,disper-
sie”, adica aflarea unei pérti a populatiei in afa-
rd, peste hotarele tarii de origine. In vocabularul
grecesc cuvantul se compune din dia, care se tra-
duce ,,imprejurul” si Spora, cuvant ce Inseamna a
~imprastia”. La fel ca si conotatia atribuitd in
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The process of diaspora formation is
usually conditioned by migration processes and
the creation of migrant communities abroad is
one of the effects of migration that bring with it
a series of advantages for the countries of
origin. Diaspora represents an active power,
involved in almost all fields of activity of a
society, therefore, in the specialized literature,
the term itself is treated differently, depending
on the field of study that addresses it. However,
how can diaspora be defined, how can its size be
assessed, how is this term different from migra-
tion, how the interest in the study of diaspora
has evolved and what are the economic rami-
fications of diaspora actions for the countries of
origin, are just some of the aspects that we
propose to address during the research.

Keywords: diaspora, migration, state of
origin, interdependence, economic development.

JEL: F22, F63, J62.

Introduction

The term “diaspora” entered the Romanian
language from French, which in turn borrowed it
from the Greek language. Translated from
Greek, the term “diaspora” means “dispersion”
that is, having a part of the population outside,
beyond the borders of the country of origin. In
the Greek vocabulary, the word is composed of
dia, which means “surrounding” and spora, a
word that means “scattering”. As well as the
connotation associated with agriculture, the
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agricultura, sensul cuvantului ,,diaspord” denota
dezradacinarea, transplantarea, adaptarea si dez-
voltarea oamenilor intr-un spatiu nou.

Istoria demonstreaza ca diaspora a existat
din cele mai vechi timpuri. Din punct de vedere
cronologic, diasporele au aparut in secolul al IV-
lea i.e.n., cand a avut loc stramutarea fortatd a
evreilor din Palestina in Babilon de citre regele
babilonean Navucodonosor al 1l-lea, astfel, notiu-
nea clasica ce viza expulzarea evreilor din
Babilon avea mai mult o conotatie negativa,
legatd de pierderea si dorinta de regasire a
teritoriului stramosilor lor. Fenomenul diasporei
a fost initial inregistrat ca dimensiune a isto-
riei evreiesti si armenesti, considerate cele mai
vechi diaspore, de peste 2000 de ani si, respec-
tiv, 1600 de ani, apoi grecesti si ulterior, chine-
zesti. Cele patru comunitati sunt recunoscute ca
reprezentand diasporele clasice ale lumii.

Conform cercetdtorilor A. F. Constant si
K. F. Zimmerman, termenul de ,,diaspora” a fost
folosit, de asemenea, pentru a descrie fuga greci-
lor preponderent in Europa, dupd ce Imperiul
Otoman a ocupat Grecia in 1453. Notiunea este
utilizatd in Oxford English Dictionary din 1876,
referindu-se la ,, lucrarea extinsa a diasporei de
evanghelizare in rdndul Bisericii Nationale
Protestante de pe continent” [7, p.3].

O perioadd indelungata de timp, termenul
»diaspord” era utilizat pentru a defini procesul
de stabilire a evreilor 1n diferite locuri ale lumii.
in perioada anilor >70, definitia dati a inceput a
fi asociata cu natiunile care se stabileau in afara
tarilor lor de origine. De exemplu, J.A. Armstrong
asocia termenul ,,diaspord” in articolul sau ,,Mobi-
lized and proletarian diasporas” (1976) cu ,, orice
colectivitate etnica care nu dispune de o baza
teritoriala in interiorul unei societati politice
anume” [2, p. 393]. Aceasta notiune se baza exclu-
siv pe arhetipul clasic al diasporei evreiesti, care
era considerata de J. A. Armstrong ca fiind model
al tuturor diasporelor si a reprezentat una dintre
primele abordari teoretice ale diasporei.

Metodologia aplicata

In scopul atingerii obiectivelor propuse in
realizarea acestui articol, a fost efectuata analiza
studiilor, cercetarilor si a rapoartelor nationale,
si internationale in domeniul diasporei. Avand

meaning of the word “diaspora” denotes the
uprooting, transplantation, adaptation and deve-
lopment of people in a new space.

History proves that diaspora has existed
since ancient times. From a chronological point
of view, the diasporas appeared in the 4th century
BC, when the forced displacement of the Jews
from Palestine to Babylon by the Babylonian
king Nebuchadnezzar 1l took place. Thus, the
classical notion of the expulsion of the Jews from
Babylon had more a negative connotation, related
to the loss and the desire to find the territory of
their ancestors. The diaspora phenomenon was
initially recorded as a dimension of Jewish and
Armenian history considering the oldest dias-
poras (over 2000 years) and respectively (1600
years), then Greek and later Chinese. The four
communities are recognized as representing the
classical diasporas of the world.

According to researchers A. F. Constant
and K. F. Zimmerman, the term “diaspora” was
also used to describe the flight of predominantly
Greeks to Europe after the Ottoman Empire
occupied Greece in 1453. The term is used in
the Oxford English Dictionary from 1876 to
refer to “the extensive work of the diaspora of
evangelism among of the National Protestant
Church on the continent” [7, p.3].

For a long period of time the term “dias-
pora” was used to define the process of settling
Jews in different places of the world. During the
1970s, the given definition began to be associated
with nations settling outside their countries of
origin. For example, J.A. Armstrong associated
the term “diaspora” in his article Mobilized and
proletarian diasporas (1976) with “any ethnic
collectivity that does not have a territorial base
within a particular political society” [2, p. 393].
This notion was based exclusively on the clas-
sical archetype of the Jewish diaspora which was
considered by J. A. Armstrong as a model of all
diasporas and represented one of the first
theoretical approaches to diaspora.

Applied methodology

In order to achieve the objectives proposed
in the realization of this article, the analysis of
studies, researches and national and internatio-
nal reports in the field of diaspora was carried
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in vedere unele surse ce incadreaza, uneori exa-
gerat, migrantii in categoria de ,,diaspora”, a fost
realizatd prin metoda comparativd o analiza a
particularitatilor definitorii ale conceptului de
»~migratie” si ,,diaspord”. Totodata, reiesind din
diversitatea interpretarilor in literatura de specia-
litate a problematicii diasporei, a fost realizata o
sinteza cronologica a abordarilor conceptuale ale
termenului de ,,diaspord”, in scopul deductiei
unei formulari proprii ce respectd, in opinia
noastrd, Incadrarea fenomenului din perspectiva
contributiei la dezvoltarea socio-economicda a
tarilor de origine. Pentru formarea unei imagini
exhaustive si clare cu privire la evolutia proce-
selor 1n timp, au fost colectate datele statistice ce
se atribuie subiectului abordat si sistematizate,
ulterior, in diverse reprezentari grafice.
Rezultate obtinute si discutii
Studiind diverse optiuni prin care s-a
incercat definirea termenului ,,diaspora”, obser-
vam cd pand la un moment dat, toate definitiile
date acestui termen porneau fie de la prototipul
istoric al diasporei evreiesti, fie de la ipoteza
opusd acestuia, iar acest lucru a limitat poten-
tialul diapazon de studiu al cercetatorilor [4].
Prin urmare, prezentarea unei definitii bazate pe
amintirile unei singure comunitati diasporice,
cea evreiascd, nu a fost suficientd, deoarece nu
tinea cont de aspectele ce devenisera din ce in ce
mai actuale, precum migratia voluntard a
indivizilor care, de asemenea, poate conduce la
aparitia diasporelor.
in lucrarea sa ,Diasporele in societitile
moderne: mituri ale patriei si ale Intoarcerii”,
publicatad in 1991, W. Safran, profesor de stiinte
politice al Universitatii din Colorado, face
referire la trauma, exil si nostalgie in definirea
diasporei. De asemenea, el defineste o lista de
criterii (considerata prima tentativa de construire
a unui model conceptual al diasporei) care
definesc, in opinia sa, grupurile din diaspora si
in care subliniaza urmatoarele caracteristici:
e Dispersarea de la ,,centru” la doud sau
mai multe regiuni strdine;
e Pistrarea unei ,,memorii colective” a
patriei;
e Excluderea partiald sau totald, ori mar-
ginalizarea din partea societatii gazda;
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out. Considering some sources that sometimes
exaggerate migrants in the “diaspora” category, an
analysis of the defining features of the concept of
“migration” and “diaspora” was carried out
through the comparative method. At the same
time, emerging from the diversity of interpre-
tations in the specialized literature of the diaspora
issue, a chronological synthesis of the conceptual
approaches to the term “diaspora” was made in
order to derive an own formulation that, in our
opinion, respects the framing of the phenomenon
from the perspective of the contribution to socio-
economic development of the countries of origin.
In order to form an exhaustive and clear image
regarding the evolution of the processes over time,
the statistical data attributed to the subject
addressed, were collected and later systematized in
various graphic representations.

Results obtained and discussion

Studying various options by which the
definition of the term “diaspora” has been
attempted, we note that until a certain point, all
definitions given to this term started either from
the historical prototype of the Jewish diaspora,
or from the hypothesis opposite to it, and this
limited the potential range of study by resear-
chers [4]. Therefore, the presentation of a defi-
nition based on the memories of a single diasporic
community, the Jewish one, was not enough,
because it did not take into account aspects that
had become more and more current, such as the
voluntary migration of individuals, which can also
lead to the emergence of diasporas.

In his work “Diasporas in Modern Societies:
Myths of Homeland and Return” published in
1991, by W. Safran, professor of political science
at the University of Colorado, refers to trauma,
exile and nostalgia in defining the diaspora. He
also defines a list of criteria (considered the first
attempt to build a conceptual model of the
diaspora) which in his opinion define the diaspora
groups and in which he emphasizes the following
characteristics:

e Dispersal from the “center” to two or

more foreign regions;

e Preserving a “collective memory” of

the homeland;

o Partial or total exclusion or marginali-

zation from the host company;
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e Dorinta de a reveni in patrie;

e Mentinerea legaturii cu tara de origine;

¢ Constiinta colectivad/solidaritatea [14].

Mai tarziu, in 1994, J. Clifford — istoric
din Universitatea din California, Santa Cruz,
defineste termenul de ,,diaspora” concretizat in
abordari etnografice, care includ varietatea isto-
ricd si complexitatea factorilor social-economici
ce stau, uneori, la baza migratiei [5].

Definirea diasporei ca fiind comunitati
minoritare expatriate (din afara patriei lor), care
pastreaza o puternici memorie colectiva a pa-
triei a fost ulterior revizuitd de G. Sheffer
(2003), N. Van Hear (2005) si R. Cohen (2008),
care au subliniat ca aceasta definitie a diasporei
era mai degraba descriptiva si lipsita de teo-
retizare [6, 15, 18]. In anul 2012, Organizatia
Internationald a Migratiei, in lucrarea ,,Cum sa
implicim diasporele in dezvoltare”, defineste
termenul de ,,diaspora”, utilizdnd varianta pro-
pusa de profesorul G.Scheffer: ,, Diasporele mo-
derne sunt grupuri etnice minoritare apdrute ca
rezultat al migratiei, care locuiesc si activeaza
in tari de origine, pastrand legaturi spirituale si
materiale strdnse cu tara lor de origine” [1, p.
15]. In prezent, in literatura de specialitate,
termenul ,,diaspord” este utilizat in contextul
definirii unui grup etnic aflat in afara granitelor
tarii de origine fie temporar, fie pentru o peri-
oadd nedeterminatd de timp sau chiar perma-
nentd. Atat imigrantii recenti, cat si cei stabiliti
de o perioadd mai indelungatd de timp in tari
gazda, au in comun faptul ca ei se identifica cu
statul lor de origine si isi doresc o consolidare a
relatiilor cu comunitatea térii de bastind. Rapor-
tul Uniunii Africane, din anul 2005, defineste
diaspora ca fiind formata din ,,...popoare cu
origini africane, care locuiesc in afara continen-
tului, indiferent de cetdtenia si nationalitatea lor
si care sunt dispuse sd contribuie la dezvoltarea
continentului si la construirea Uniunii Africane”
[7, p.3]. In acest fel, constituirea diasporelor este
apreciatd ca un factor ce poate contribui la
bunastarea propriu-zisa a migrantilor, transpusa
ulterior in capacitatea acestora de a-si aduce
aportul la dezvoltarea comunitatilor din care
provin si la reducerea saraciei.

o Desire to return to the homeland;

e Maintaining the connection with the

country of origin;

o Collective consciousness/solidarity [14].

Later, in 1994, J. Clifford — historian from
the University of California, Santa Cruz, defines
the term “diaspora” embodied in ethnographic
approaches, which include the historical variety
and complexity of the socio-economic factors
that sometimes underlie migration [5].

The definition of diaspora as expatriate
minority communities outside their homeland
that retain a strong collective memory of the
homeland was later revised by G. Sheffer (2003),
N. Van Hear (2005) and R. Cohen (2008), who
emphasized that this definition of diaspora was
rather descriptive and lacking in theorization
[6, 15, 18]. In 2012, the International Organi-
zation of Migration, in the study “Comment
associer les diasporas au development” defines
the term “diaspora” using the version proposed
by Professor G. Scheffer: “Modern diasporas are
minority ethnic groups that appeared as a result
of migration, who live and work in their countries
of origin, keeping close spiritual and material
ties with their country of origin” [1, page 15].
Currently, in specialized literature, the term
“diaspora” is used in the context of defining an
ethnic group outside the borders of the country of
origin either temporarily, or for an indefinite
period of time or even permanently. Both, recent
immigrants and those settled for a longer period
of time in host countries, have in common the
fact that they identify with their country of origin
and wish for a strengthening of relations with the
community of the country of origin. The African
Union report of 2005 defines the diaspora as
consisting of “...peoples of African origin who
live outside the continent regardless of their
citizenship and nationality and who are willing to
contribute to the development of the continent
and the building of the African Union” [7, p. 3].
In this way, the formation of diasporas is
appreciated as a factor that can contribute to the
actual well-being of migrants, later translated into
their ability to contribute to the development of
the communities they come from and to the
reduction of poverty.
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In timp, definirea conceptului de diaspora

Over time, the concept of diaspora has

a fost realizatd din diferite perspective, been defined from different perspectives listed
enumerate in figura 1. in the figure 1.
politic/
political
economic/ religios/
economic religious
demografic/ sociologic/
demographic sociological
istoric/ cultural/
historic cultural

Figura 1. Perspective de definire a conceptului de diaspora/
Figure 1. Perspectives for defining the concept of diaspora
Sursa: elaborata de autor/ Source: Elaborated by the author

Dinamica migratiei din secolul XX a ge-
nerat noi comunitati de tip diasporic, analizate
intr-o maniera specificd fiecarui domeniu, iar in
ultimii ani a sporit si mai mult interesul pentru
studierea diasporei din perspectiva economica.

Diaspora ca teorie a inceput sa fie utili-
zatd pe scara larga in deceniile tarzii ale seco-
lului XX. Conform lui G. Sheffer, expert in
relatia dintre diaspora evreiasca si Israel, dias-
pora poate fi inteleasd prin prisma unui triunghi:
pe de o parte avem oamenii care isi parasesc
statul de origine, pe de altd parte se afla tara
gazda in care se stabilesc, iar pe a treia parte este
comunitatea diasporei pe care o formeaza in tara
de destinatie. Desigur, uneori, in procesul adap-
tarii in tara de destinatie, membrii diasporei ar
putea fi asimilati complet de catre populatia
majoritara, Insd in majoritatea cazurilor, notiu-
nea de diaspord capatd un sens mai larg, care
implicd nu numai legatura dintre individul aflat
in tara de destinatie si tara lui de origine propriu-
zisa, dar si interferenta pe diferite dimensiuni
intre mai multe grupuri dispersate de migranti
situate In puncte geografice diferite.
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The dynamics of migration in the 20th
century generated new diasporic-type commu-
nities analyzed in a specific manner for each
field, and in recent years it has further increased
the interest in studying the diaspora from an
economic perspective.

Diaspora, as a theory, began to be widely
used in the late decades of the 20th century.
According to G. Sheffer, expert in the relation-
ship between the Jewish diaspora and Israel, the
diaspora can be understood through the prism of
a triangle: on the one hand we have the people
who leave their country of origin; on another is
the host country where they settle; and on the
third part is the diaspora community that they
form in the country of destination. Of course,
sometimes, in the process of adaptation in the
destination country, members of the diaspora
could be completely assimilated by the majority
population, but in most cases, the notion of dias-
pora acquires a broader meaning that involves not
only the connection between the individual in the
destination country and his actual country of
origin, but also the interference on different di-
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Nu existd o definitie a diasporei pe larg
acceptata in lume, deoarece acest termen in sine
poate cuprinde fenomene foarte diferite. Daca
conceptul clasic al cuvantului ,,diaspora” se pre-
zintd, In primul rand, ca un termen care descrie
fenomenul, pornind de la comunitatile de evrei,
atunci stiintele sociale moderne dau acestui ter-
men un sens mult mai larg. Profesorul R. Cohen
de la Universitatea din Oxford descrie 4 cate-
gorii de diaspora in lucrarea sa ,,Diasporele glo-
bale: Introducere”: diaspora poate fi victima
(comunitati care sunt dispersate, constranse de
necesitatea de a-si parasi teritoriul natal sau tara
careia apartin, ca urmare a unui eveniment deci-
siv); diaspora muncitoare (deplasarea sau mi-
grarea persoanelor in scopul gasirii unui loc mai
bun de muncd), diaspora expansionista (rezul-
tatd din Indeplinirea diverselor obiective expan-
sioniste) si profesionald (migratie cu scopul
exercitarii unor activititi comerciale si de dez-
voltare) [6]. Alti cercetatori considera ca apar-
tenenta unui membru la diaspora inseamnad mai
degrabi o stare de spirit. In studiul ,,Economia
diasporei: noi perspective”, este prezentata
viziunea lui J. Birkenhoff, pentru care diaspora
inseamna ,, apartenenta psihologica la o culturd
comund intr-o tard de origine sau de destinatie”
[7, p- 3]. N. Buga (2006) explica asocierea unui
individ cu diaspora intr-o manierad similara, argu-
mentand ca factorul determinant in crearea si men-
tinerea acestora este motivatia. Astfel, membrii
diasporei decid, de sine statitor, sa devind sau nu
parte a unei comunitati si motivati de dorinta de a
contribui la dezvoltarea tarii de bastind, decid sa se
implice in diverse activitati [4].

Din punct de vedere structural, diaspora
poate fi constituita din populatia tarii de origine,
care locuieste permanent in tara de destinatie si
migrantii de muncé, ce se afld in afara tarii de
origine temporar, persoane care detin cetatenie
dubla, diaspora etnica si totodata cetateni ai tarii
de destinatie sau grupurile din generatia a doua.
Astfel, In anul 2015, Organizatia Internationala
a Migratiei mentioneaza ca nu existd o notiune
concretd pentru a defini termenul de diaspora,
insa pe langa legatura pe care aceasta o mentine
cu patria si care, in principiu, reprezintd o afini-

tate importantd, ,,..Acest concept cuprinde

mensions between several dispersed groups of
migrants located in different geographical points.

There is no widely accepted definition of
diaspora in the world, as the term itself can
encompass very different phenomena. If the
classical concept of the word “diaspora” pre-
sents primarily as a term describing the phenol-
menon starting from Jewish communities, then
modern social sciences give this term a much
broader meaning. Professor R. Cohen from the
University of Oxford describes 4 categories of
diaspora in his work “Global Diasporas: An
Introduction”: diaspora can be the victim (com-
munities that are dispersed forced by the need to
leave their native territory or the country to
which they belong as following a decisive
event), working diaspora (the movement or
migration of people in order to find a better job),
expansionist diaspora (resulting from the
fulfillment of various expansionist objectives)
and professional (migration for the purpose of
carrying out commercial and development acti-
vities) [6]. Other researchers believe that belon-
ging to a member of the diaspora means rather a
state of mind. In the study “Diaspora economics:
New perspectives”, is presented J. Birkenhoff’s
vision, for which diaspora means “psychologi-
cal belonging to a common culture in a country
of origin or destination” [7, p.3]. N. Buga
(2006) explains the association of an individual
with the diaspora in a similar way, arguing that
the determining factor in their creation and
maintenance is motivation. Thus, the members
of the diaspora reluctantly decide whether or not
to become part of a community, motivated by
the desire to contribute to the development of
the country of origin, they decide to get involved
in various activities [4].

From a structural point of view, the
diaspora can be made up of the population of the
country of origin, who lives permanently in the
country of destination and labour migrants who
are temporarily outside the country of origin,
people who hold dual citizenship, ethnic dias-
pora and at the same time citizens of the country
of destination or the second generation groups.
Thus, in 2015, the International Organization of
Migration mentions that there is no concrete
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comunitati de expatriati bine stabilite, lucratori
migranti ramdndnd temporar in strainatate,
expatriati cu cetdtenia tarii gazda, persoane cu
dubla cetdatenie si migranti din a doua/a treia
generatie” [1].

In ultimul timp, tot mai frecvent intilnim
abordari in care orice stramutare a cetdtenilor
unui stat peste hotare este analizatd din punct de
vedere al proceselor de diasporizare, iar diverse
grupuri etnice, care din anumite motive au
inceput sa locuiascd in afara statului de origine,
sunt numite diaspore [12]. Prin urmare, ne pro-
punem sa distingem, totusi, care este momentul
in care putem considera ca un grup etnic s-a
transformat intr-o diaspora? Mentionam ca, mi-
gratia reprezintd o conditie obligatorie pentru
formarea si existenta diasporei, insd 1n acelasi
timp nu este o conditie suficientd. Nu toate per-
soanele migrante devin parte a diasporei. Un
exemplu in acest sens il constituie migrantii
germani care au migrat in Pennsylvania (USA)
acum 400 ani si, respectiv, cei aproximativ 8 min.
de germani care au continuat fluxul migrator pe
parcursul sec. al X1X-lea. Cu toate ca migratia lor
a fost una destul de masiva, ei nu au fost consi-
derati diaspord, din cauza gradului scazut de aso-
ciere cu identitatea culturala a tarii de origine [7].

Cu toate ca migrantii si diaspora repre-
zintd doud concepte complementare, percepute
adesea ca fiind similare si identificarea dife-
rentelor devine uneori destul de sensibild, abor-
darea individuald a fiecarui fenomen in parte
duce la desprinderea unor particularitati dis-
tincte, prezentate in tabelul 1.

notion to define the term diaspora, but in addition
to the connection it maintains with the homeland
and which in principle represents an important
affinity, “..This concept includes well-esta-
blished expatriate communities, migrant workers
staying temporarily abroad, expatriates with host
country citizenship, dual nationals and second/
third generation migrants” [1].

Lately, we are increasingly encountering
approaches in which any displacement of citizens
of a state abroad is analyzed from the point of
view of diasporization processes, and various
ethnic groups that for some reason began to live
outside the state of origin are called diasporas [12].
Therefore, we aim to distinguish however at what
point can we consider that an ethnic group has
turned into a diaspora? We note that migration is a
necessary condition for the formation and
existence of the diaspora, but at the same time it is
not a sufficient condition. Not all migrants become
part of the diaspora. An example of this is the
German migrants who migrated to Pennsylvania
(USA) 400 years ago and, respectively, the
approximately 8 million of Germans who conti-
nued the migratory flow during the nineteenth
century. Although their migration was quite
massive, they were not considered diaspora due to
the low degree of association with the cultural
identity of the country of origin [7].

Although migrants and diaspora represent
two complementary concepts often perceived as
similar and the identification of differences some-
times becomes quite sensitive, the individual
approach to each phenomenon leads to the separa-
tion of distinct particularities, presented in table 1.

Tabelul 1/Table 1

Particularitati definitorii ale conceptului de ,,migratie” si ,,diaspora”/
Defining features of the concept of ""'migration and ""diaspora™

Nr./No Migratie/ Migration

Diaspora/ Diaspora

1 2

3

Deplasarea unui individ sau familie/

Deplasarea unei comunitati/

Displacement of an individual or family Displacement of a community
. . . . . Indicatori: Generatii succesive de migranti/
Indicatori: stocul si fluxul de migranti/ . . . gram
2. ’ ° Indicators: Successive generations of

Indicators: the stock and flow of migrants

migrants

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.4 (122) 2022




ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

Continuarea tabelului 1/ Continuation of table 1

1 2 3
Durata sez<3n1era, femporara sau Durata indelungata de timp, de generatii/
3. |permanentd/ Long duration of time, of generation
Seasonal, temporary or permanent duration ong duration ot time, ot generations
< . . Comunitate de migranti din mai multe tari/
Tara de destinatie anumita/ . . ’ ’
4. - I Community of migrants from several
Specific country of destination .
countries
: ]I\)/Iepl'asarfe dinf;ra/ora_s;l de oritgh;e'/t E posibila lipsa patrici/
: oving from the specific country/ci o . .
. g P yrety Missing the homeland is possible
of origin
Este posibila integrarea culturala completa
6 in tara de destinatie/ Este mentinuta identitatea culturala/

' Full cultural integration in the destination | Cultural identity is maintained
country is possible
Este/nu este mentinuta legdtura cu tara ey .

. ’ ’ Este mentinuta legatura cu tara de origine/
7 de origine/ Contact with the country of origin is
" | Contact with the country of origin is/is o y g
N maintained
not maintained
Membrii diasporei mentin conexiuni
Migrantii nu pastreaza legatura intre ei emotionale (inclusiv cu migranti
in tara de destinatie/ din alte tari)/
Migrants do not keep in touch with each Members of the diaspora maintain
other in the country of destination emotional connections (including with
migrants from other countries)
Comunitati ce apdra drepturile Comunitati cu rolul de conservare
9 conationalilor (ex. la munca, trai)/ si promovare a identitatii nationale/

' Communities that defend the rights Communities with the role of preserving
of compatriots (e.g. at work, living) and promoting national identity
Caracter punctual al aportului uman Caracter continuu al aportului uman

10 si financiar (de regula la revenire)/ si financiar/

" | Punctual character of the human and Continuous character of the human

financial input (usually upon return) and financial input
1 Conotatie peiorativa/ Conotatie afectiva/

Pejorative Connotation

Affective Connotation

[4,7, 10, 12]

Prin urmare, mentionam ca migratia defi-
neste migcarea unui individ, a unei familii sau a
unei comunitati, in cazul in care vorbim despre o
retea creatd in lant si este caracterizatd de indi-

Sursa: elaborat de autor in baza [4, 7, 10, 12]/ Source: elaborated by the author based on

Therefore, we mention that migration

defines the movement of an individual, a family
or a community if we are talking about a
network created in a chain and is characterized
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catori, precum stocul si fluxul. Diaspora, in
schimb, nu este caracteristica niciodata unui
singur individ, dar se raporteaza la comunitati de
imigranti din mai multe tari, pentru perioade
extinse de timp, inclusiv si la generatiile succe-
sive de migranti. Pentru ca diaspora si existe, ar
fi trebuit sa treaca cel putin doua generatii de
imigranfi cu un sentiment de exil permanent
(R. King si A. Christou, 2008) [10]. Diaspora ar
putea reprezenta, inclusiv, descendentii migran-
tilor care nu se identificd neaparat intr-un mod
activ cu tara de origine, dar a céror apartenenta
si identitate ar putea fi reactivatd sub influenta
anumitor factori externi. In timp ce migrantului
ii este specifica deplasarea din tara/orasul sau de
bastina, diaspora poate sa existe chiar si atunci,
cand patria sa Inceteaza sa mai existe ca stat. Un
exemplu in acest sens reprezintd diaspora kurzi-
lor si palestinienilor, care si-au pastrat totusi
apartenenta si constiinta culturala.

O altd deosebire este ca migrantii, ca
indivizi, pot s se integreze complet in cultura tarii
de destinatie. De asemenea, ei ar putea sid nu
mentind legitura cu tara de origine. In schimb,
pentru diaspord ca grup, mentinerea identitatii
culturale si spirituale este esentiald si nu se inte-
greaza intotdeauna in cultura tarii de destinatie. in
cazul migratiei, aportul la dezvoltarea economica
asupra tarilor de origine se materializeaza prin
capitalul uman si financiar al migrantului o singura
datd — la revenirea sa in tard de origine. In cazul
diasporei, aceasta contributie are caracter continuu.
De asemenea, raportindu-ne la interpretarea
fenomenului de catre tarile de origine, de regula,
emigratia este asociatd cu o problema sau un feno-
men nefavorabil economiei, in timp ce diaspora
este, iIn majoritatea cazurilor, abordatd din per-
spectiva politicilor de dezvoltare economica a
tarilor de origine [4,7].

In anul 1991, scriind un articol in numarul
inaugural al revistei ,,Diaspora”, W. Safran ob-
serva ca majoritatea studiilor academice despre
etnie si imigratie au acordat ,, putind, sau deloc,
atentie . . . diasporelor”. Observatia datd insa
nu a fost valabild o lungd perioadd de timp,
deoarece la sfarsitul anilor 1980 a existat o
explozie de interes pentru studiul diasporei.
Profesorul R. Brubaker de la Universitatea din
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by indicators such as stock and flow. Diaspora,
on the other hand, is never characteristic of a
single individual and refers to communities of
immigrants from several countries and for
extended periods of time, including successive
generations of migrants. For the diaspora to
exist, at least two generations of immigrants
should have passed with a sense of permanent
exile (R. King and A. Christou, 2008) [10].
The diaspora could also represent the descen-
dants of migrants who do not necessarily
identify in an active way with the country of
origin, but whose belonging and identity could
be reactivated under the influence of certain
external factors. While the migration is specific
to the migrant from his country/city of origin,
diaspora can exist even when his homeland
ceases to exist as a state. An example of this is
the diaspora of the Kurds and Palestinians, who
nevertheless retained their belonging and cul-
tural consciousness.

Another difference is that migrants, as
individuals, can fully integrate into the culture
of the destination country. Also, they may or
may not maintain contact with their home
country. In contrast, for the diaspora as a group,
maintaining cultural and spiritual identity is
essential and does not always integrate into the
culture of the destination country. In the case of
migration, the contribution to the economic
development of the countries of origin mate-
rializes through the human and financial capital
of the migrant only once — upon his return to the
country of origin. In the case of the diaspora,
this contribution is continuous. Also, referring to
the interpretation of the phenomenon by the
countries of origin, as a rule, emigration is asso-
ciated with a problem or phenomenon unfavou-
rable to the economy, while the diaspora is in
most cases approached from the perspective of
the economic development policies of the
countries of origin [4, 7].

In 1991, writing an article in the inaugural
issue of “Diaspora” journal, W. Safran observed
that most academic studies of ethnicity and
immigration have paid “little, if any, attention . . .
of diasporas”. The given observation, however,
did not hold true for a long time, as in the late
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California mentioneazd ca ,,diaspora” si ele-
mentele asociate ei apar ca cuvinte cheie doar o
datd sau de doud ori pe an in disertatiile din anii
1970, de aproximativ treisprezece ori pe an la
sfarsitul anilor 1980 si de aproape 130 de ori/an
doar in 2001. Un alt exemplu este numarul de
utilizari ale termenului ,,diaspora” in diverse
publicatii ale revistei ,,New York Times”. In
timp ce in perioada anilor 1881-1990 termenul
a avut o singura aparitie, in anii 1991-2000
termenul a apdrut de mai mult de o mie de ori.
[3,9] Explozia interesului fatd de domeniul
diasporei nu se limiteaza doar la domeniul aca-
demic. In prezent, termenul ,diaspora” are
milioane de accesari pe Google, neavand careva
tangente cu mediul academic, existd numeroase
portaluri de stiri, posturi de radio si TV, site-uri
de forum dedicate comunitatilor specifice dias-
porei, adesea organizate pe baza unei carac-
teristici de origine si a unei caracteristici de
locatie curenta.

In Rusia, termenul »diaspora” nu a fost
popular pentru o lunga perioada de timp si nu a
reprezentat interes pentru eventuale lucrdri de
cercetare. ins, dupa prabusirea URSS, fluxurile
de migratie din Transcaucazia si Asia s-au inten-
sificat, si s-a accelerat procesul de creare a
diasporei rusesti, care astazi este considerata una
dintre cele mai numeroase. Totusi, in timp ce
majoritatea tarilor au asimilat cuvantul diaspora
in vocabularul lor uzual, pentru Federatia Rusa
este predominantd utilizarea termenului ,,com-
patrioti”, prin care se includ cetatenii rusi care
locuiesc peste hotarele tarii, etnicii rusi, vorbi-
torii de limba rusd impreund cu familiile si des-
cendentii lor, cetatenii strdini care mentin lega-
turi culturale cu Rusia [7]. In ultimii 15 ani, con-
form lui H. Maram, cercetatorii si oamenii de
stiintd rusi au scris multe publicatii si mono-
grafii dar, de reguld, nu existd o viziune unica
asupra abordarii diasporei. Problemele sociale,
economice si psihologice moderne ale diaspore-
lor etnice sunt abordate in lucrarile lui Yu.V.
Arutyunyan, V.l. Dyatlova, S.V. Ryazantseva,
T.V. Poloskova, Yu.l. Semyonova si altii [11].

1980s there was an explosion of interest in the
study of the diaspora. Professor R. Brubaker of the
University of California notes that “diaspora” and
its associated elements appear as keywords only
once or twice a year in dissertations in the 1970s,
about thirteen times a year in the late 1980s, and
almost 130 times in 2001 alone. Another example
is the number of uses of the term “diaspora” in
various publications of the “New York Times”
magazine. While in the period 1881 — 1990 the
term had only one occurrence, in the years 1991 —
2000 the term appeared more than a thousand
times [3,9]. The explosion of interest in the field of
diaspora is not limited to the academic field.
Currently, the term “diaspora” has millions of hits
on Google that have nothing to do with academia,
there are numerous news portals, radio and TV
stations, forum sites dedicated to diaspora-specific
communities, often organized on the basis of a
feature of origin and a current location feature.

In Russia, the term “diaspora” was not
popular for a long time and was not of interest for
possible research work. However, after the
collapse of the USSR, migration flows from
Transcaucasia and Asia intensified and the process
of creating the Russian diaspora, which today is
considered one of the most numerous, accelerated.
However, while most countries have assimilated
the word diaspora into their common vocabulary,
for the Russian Federation the predominant use is
the term “compatriots”, which includes Russian
citizens living abroad, ethnic Russians, Russian
speakers together with their families and des-
cendants foreign citizens maintain cultural ties
with Russia [7]. Over the past 15 years, according
to H. Maram, Russian researchers and scientists
have written many publications and monographs,
but as a rule, there is no single vision of the
diaspora approach. Modern social, economic and
psychological problems of ethnic diasporas are
addressed in the works of Yu.V. Arutyunyan, V.I.
Dyatlova, S.V. Ryazantseva, T.V. Poloskova,
Yu.l. Semyonova and others [11].

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.4 (122) 2022



ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

Tabelul 2/ Table 2

Sinteza cronologica a notiunilor de ,,diaspora”/
Chronological synthesis of the notions of “diaspora”

Nr./No.

Definitia/ Definition

Autorul/ Author

2

3

,Lucrarea extinsd a diasporei de evanghelizare in randul
Bisericii Nationale Protestante de pe continent™./
“The extensive work of the diaspora of evangelization among
the National Protestant Church on the continent”.

Oxford English
Dictionary, 1876

,,Orice colectivitate etnica care nu dispunde de o baza teritoriala
in interiorul unei societéti politice anume”./

“Any ethnic group that does not have a territorial base within
a particular political society”.

J.A. Armstrong, 1976

»Diasporele moderne sunt grupuri etnice minoritare, aparute ca
rezultat al migratiei, care locuiesc si activeaza in tari de origine,
pastrand legaturi spirituale si materiale strdnse cu tara lor de
origine”./

“Modern diasporas are minority ethnic groups that appeared
as a result of migration, who live and work in countries of
origin, keeping close spiritual and material ties with their
country of origin”.

G. Sheffer, 1986,

Definirea diasporei face referire la traumd, exil si nostalgie.l
The definition of diaspora refers to trauma, exile and nostalgia.

W. Safran, 1991

»l---] popoare cu origini africane care locuiesc 1n afara
continentului, indiferent de cetatenia si nationalitatea lor, si care
sunt dispuse sd contribuie la dezvoltarea continentului, si la
construirea Uniunii Africane”./

“I...] peoples of African origin who live outside the continent
regardless of their citizenship and nationality and who are
willing to contribute to the development of the continent and
the building of the African Union”.

Raportul Uniunii
Africane, 2005/ African
Union Report, 2005

»Toti ruandezii care au parasit tara din propria vointd sau au
fost fortati sa emigreze in alte téri si sunt dornici sa contribuie
la dezvoltarea Rwandei”./
“All Rwandans who left the country voluntarily or were forced
to emigrate to other countries and are eager to contribute to the
development of Rwanda”.

Definitia utilizatd de
statul Rwanda, 2005/
Definition used by the
State of Rwanda, 2005

»Diaspora include prima generatie de migranti, migrantii natu-
ralizati si descendentii lor ndscuti in strainatate, care isi pastreaza
un anumit angajament i interes pentru tara de origine”./
“Diaspora includes first-generation migrants, naturalized
migrants and their foreign-born descendants who retain some
commitment and interest in their country of origin”.

Comisia Europeana,
2005/

European Commission,
2005

»~Populatiile transnationale care traiesc intr-o altd tard decét tara
lor de origine, dar care au legaturi cu tara de origine”./
“Transnational populations living in a country other than their
country of origin, but having ties to the country of origin”.

E.Usher, 2005
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Continuarea tabelului 1/ Continuation of table 1

1 2

3

»Dispersarea unei comunitati de la centrul sau de origine,
insotita de memoria unui singur eveniment traumatizant capabil
sa cristalizeze In memoria poporului faptul unei mari nedreptati
istorice, o idee care i tine pe membrii diasporei uniti”./

“The dispersion of a community from its center of origin,
accompanied by the memory of a single traumatic event able to
crystallize in the people's memory the fact of a great historical
injustice, an idea that holds the members of the diaspora together”.

R. Cohen, 2008

,»Cel putin doud generatii de imigranti cu un sentiment de exil
permanent”./

“At least two generations of immigrants with a sense of
permanent exile”.

10.

R. King si A. Christou,
2008

~Populatia totald de cetateni britanici care triiesc 1in

strainatate”./
“Total population of British nationals living abroad”.

11.

T. Finch, 2010

»Apartenenta psihologica la o culturd comuna intr-o tara de
origine sau de destinatie”./ “Psychological belonging to a
common culture in a country of origin or destination”.

12.

J. Birkenhoff, 2011

»--.cOMunitati de expatriati bine stabilite, lucrdtori migranti
ramanand temporar in strainatate, expatriati cu cetatenia tarii
gazda, persoane cu dubla cetdtenie si migranti din a doua/a treia
generatie”./ “...Well-established expatriate communities, mi-
grant workers staying temporarily abroad, expatriates with host
country citizenship, dual nationals and second/third generation
migrants”.

13.

Organizatia
Internationala a
Migratiei, 2015/
International
Organization for
Migration, 2015

»Cetatenii rusi care locuiesc peste hotarele tarii, etnicii rusi,
vorbitorii de limba rusa impreund cu familiile si descendentii
lor, cetatenii straini care mentin legaturi culturale cu Rusia”./
“Russian citizens living abroad, ethnic Russians, Russian
speakers together with their families and descendants, foreign
citizens maintain cultural ties with Russia”.

14.

Definitia utilizata in
Federatia Rusa, V.
Zakem, 2015/
Definition used in the
Russian Federation, V.
Zakem, 2015

,»Cetatenii Republicii Moldova stabiliti temporar sau permanent
peste hotarele tarii, persoane originare din Republica Moldova
si descendentii lor, precum si comunitatile formate de acestia”./
“Citizens of the Republic of Moldova temporarily or per-
manently settled abroad, persons originating from the Republic
of Moldova and their descendants, as well as the communities
formed by them”.

15.

Definitia utilizata in
Republica Moldova,
Strategia ,,Diaspora-
2025”/ The definition
used in the Republic of
Moldova, the "Diaspora-
2025" Strategy

Sursa: elaborat de autor in baza [1, 2, 3, 7, 11, 17] / Source: elaborated by the author based

on[1,2 3,7 11,17]

Examinand esenta notiunilor de ,dias-
porda”, utilizate in decursul timpului in diverse
studii economice si redate cronologic in tabelul 2,
considerdm oportuna propunerea de completare

Examining the essence of the notions of
“diaspora” used over time in various economic
studies and listed chronologically in table 2, we
consider it opportune to propose completing the
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a modalitatii de definire a diasporei, facand refe-
rire la sentimentul de apartenentd, element pe
care il consideram esential in procesul de for-
mare si perpetuare a diasporei. Anume acest
criteriu il apreciem ca fiind determinant in deci-
zia unui individ, stabilit peste hotarele tarii, de a
se alatura comunitatii de conationali ce promo-
veaza mentinerea identitatii nationale, pastrarea
legaturii cu tara de origine si implicarea n acti-
vitati de dezvoltare sociala, economica, politica
sau culturala a acesteia.

Asadar, in definitia noastra, diaspora con-
stituie totalitatea cetdtenilor unui stat, stabiliti
pe termen lung peste hotarele acestuia, implicati
in diverse activitati ce influenteaza dezvoltarea
economicd, sociala, politica, culturala a tarii de
origine, motivati de sentimentul de apartenenta
la statul de origine.

Ca sa exemplificdm importanta sentimen-
tului de apartenenta, putem examina descendentii
primei generatii de migranti, acei copii care au
crescut si s-au maturizat deja in tara de destinatie
si care nu dispun de un trecut propriu-zis in tara
de origine. In pofida acestui fapt, o parte dintre ei
se implica in diverse activitati asociate tarii de
origine (alegeri electorale, evenimente culturale,
activitati economice, turism, caritate etc.), dato-
ritd unui puternic sentiment de apartenenta la
tara de origine cultivat si dezvoltat in familie.
Astfel, ei reprezintd un element veritabil al
comunitatilor din diaspora, care pastreazd anga-
jamente si interese pentru tara de origine. Si
viceversa: in lipsa unui puternic sentiment de
apartenentd, cetitenii care au plecat definitiv
peste hotarele tarii tind s se integreze cit mai
mult n societatea tarilor de destinatie si sa fie
asimilati de noua tara gazda pe care o percep deja
ca ,acasd”. Aceste persoane care nu se mai
identificd cu statul lor de origine, nu pastreaza
legatura cu rude sau cunoscuti din tard, nu sunt
motivati sa se Intoarca si nici nu se raporteaza in
vreun fel la evenimentele derulate in tard, in
opinia noastrd, nu pot fi asociate cu notiunea de
membri ai diasporei. Suplimentar, reamintim si
de cazul descris mai sus al migrantilor germani
care au migrat in Pennsylvania.

In contextul consolidarii interdependentei
statelor, diasporele incep sa capete noi dimen-
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way of defining the diaspora, referring to the
sense of belonging, an element that we consider
essential in the process of formation and perpe-
tuation of the diaspora. Namely, we appreciate
this criterion as decisive in the decision of an
individual settled abroad to join the community
of compatriots that promotes the maintenance of
national identity, the preservation of the connec-
tion with the country of origin and the invol-
vement in its social, economic, political or cul-
tural development activities.

So, in our definition, the diaspora is the
totality of the citizens of a state, settled long-term
abroad, involved in various activities that
influence the economic, social, political, cultural
development of the country of origin, motivated
by the feeling of belonging to the state of origin.

To exemplify the importance of the sense
of belonging, we can examine the descendants of
the first generation of migrants, those children
who have already grown up and matured in the
country of destination and who do not have a
proper past in the country of origin. Despite this
fact, some of them get involved in various
activities associated with the country of origin
(elections, cultural events, economic activities,
tourism, charity, etc.), due to a strong sense of
belonging to the country of origin cultivated and
developed in the family. Thus, they represent a
genuine element of diaspora communities that
retain commitments and interests for their
country of origin. And vice versa: in the absence
of a strong sense of belonging, citizens who have
gone permanently abroad tend to integrate as
much as possible into the society of the desti-
nation countries and to be assimilated by the new
host country which they already perceive as
"home". These people who no longer identify
with their country of origin, do not keep in touch
with relatives or acquaintances from the country,
are not motivated to return and do not relate in
any way to the events taking place in the country,
in our opinion, cannot be associated with the
notion of diaspora members. Additionally, we
also recall the case described above of German
migrants who migrated to Pennsylvania.

In the context of strengthening the inter-
dependence of states, diasporas are beginning to
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siuni in cadrul relatiilor interstatale, iar rolul si
functiile pe care le realizeaza, se diversifica.
Cele mai importante functii ale diasporei sunt:
a) culturald — ce cuprinde mentinerea lega-
turilor culturale cu patria istorica;
b) etnica — constituie pastrarea de catre repre-
zentantii diasporei a culturii sale etnice;
C) de protectie — are drept scop apararea
drepturilor sociale ale membrilor diasporei;
d) economica — implica dezvoltarea unor sec-
toare specifice in tara de destinatie, dar si
transferul catre tara de origine a unor flu-
xuri financiare, de competente si cunostinte;
e) politica — prin intermediul unor presiuni
(lobby), pentru a obtine mai multe drepturi.
G. Sheffer considerd ca cele mai mari
diaspore, asa-numite ,,diaspore istorice” prezen-
tate in figura 2, sunt: diaspora chineza — 35 min.
de oameni; indiana — 9 mln.; evreiasca si roma —
cate 8 min.; armeand — 5,5 min.; greaca — 4
mln.; germana — 2,5 min. Aceste diaspore s-au
format Inca in antichitate, iar intemeierea aseza-
rilor, oraselor cu ziduri si micilor orase-stat nu
au impiedicat emigrarea si infiintarea de dias-
pore etnice concentrate pe teritorii strdine. In
pofida evolutiei configuratiei diversilor factori
de influenta temporali si spatiali, diasporele date
nu s-au dispersat, ba mai mult, diasporele create
pe principii etnice sunt considerate de catre
cercetatori ca fiind cele mai reziliente.

take on new dimensions within interstate rela-
tions, and the role and functions they perform
are diversifying. The most important functions
of the diaspora are:

a) cultural — which includes maintaining
cultural ties with the historical homeland;

b) ethnic — constitutes the preservation by
the representatives of the diaspora of their
ethnic culture;

c) protective — aims to defend the social
rights of members of the diaspora;

d) economic — involves the development of
specific sectors in the destination country,
as well as the transfer to the country of ori-
gin of financial flows, skills and knowledge;

e) politics — through pressure (lobby) to
obtain more rights.

G. Sheffer considers that the largest dias-
poras, so-called "historical diasporas" presented
in figure 2, are: Chinese diaspora — 35 million. of
people; Indian — 9 million; Jewish and Roma — 8
million each; Armenian — 5.5 million; Greek — 4
million; German — 2.5 million. These diasporas
were still formed in antiquity, and the establish-
ment of settlements, walled cities and small city-
states did not prevent emigration and the
establishment of ethnic diasporas concentrated
in foreign territories. Despite the evolution of the
configuretion of various temporal and spatial
influencing factors, the given diasporas did not
disperse, moreover, the diasporas created on
ethnic principles are considered by researchers to
be the most resilient.

Diaspora

o
o

10,0

20,0 30,0

H chinezd/chinese
H roma/gypsy

numar persoane/number of people, min.

H indiana/indian
E armeand/armenian

40,0 50,0 60,0 70,0

i evreiasca/hebrew
M greaca/greek

Figura 2. Dimensiunea diasporelor istorice/ Figure 2. Dimensions of historical diasporas
Sursa: elaborata de autor in baza [13]/ Source: elaborated by the author based on [16]
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Putem totusi remarca ca dimensiunile isto-
rice ale acelor comunitati, definite anterior de
limite virtuale culturale si sociale, au suferit de-a
lungul timpului unele modificari, in functie de
reorganizarea geograficd a unor state sau chiar
orase globale. Spre deosebire de diasporele
istorice, unele diaspore moderne au aparut ca
urmare a agravarii situatiilor politice si economice
din tara lor de origine (ex. diaspora originara din
Federatia Rusa sau Siria), altele s-au dezintegrat si
au fost asimilate de tarile gazdd sub influenta
procesului de industrializare si dezvoltare rapida a
transporturilor, care a facilitat migratia interstatala
[16]. Astfel, in anul 2020, conform datelor
Departamentului Natiunilor Unite pentru Afaceri
Economice si Sociale (figura 3), India a ocupat
primul loc pe lista tarilor cu cele mai mari
diaspore, cu 18 milioane de persoane din India ce
traiesc In afara térii lor de origine. Alte state cu o
Mmare comunitate transnationald sunt Mexic si
Federatia Rusd (11 milioane fiecare), China (10
milioane) si Siria (8 milioane) [8].

However, we can note that the historical
dimensions of those communities previously
defined by virtual cultural and social boundaries,
have undergone some changes over time depen-
ding on the geographical reorganization of some
states or even global cities. Unlike historical dias-
poras, some modern diasporas appeared as a result
of worsening political and economic situations in
their country of origin (e.g. diaspora originating
from the Russian Federation or Syria), others
disintegrated and were assimilated by the host
countries under the influence to the process of
industrialization and rapid development of trans-
port that facilitated interstate migration [16]. Thus,
in 2020, according to data from the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (figure 3), India topped the list of countries
with the largest diasporas, with 18 million people
from India living outside their country of birth.
Other countries with a large transnational
community included Mexico and the Russian
Federation (11 million each), China (10 million)
and Syria (8 million) [8].

pora

Dias
o
o

10,0 20,0

30,0

numar persoane/ number of people, mln.

HIndia ®Mexic/Mexico Federatia Rusd/The Russian Federation ®China ® Siria/Syria

11,0

40,0 50,0 60,0

Figura 3. Dimensiunea diasporelor conform datelor ONU, 2020/
Figure 3. Dimensions of diasporas according to UN data, 2020
Sursa: Elaborat de autor in baza [8]/ Source: Elaborated by the author based on [8]

Avand in vederea dimensiunile acestor
sesc considerabil potentialul economic si politic
al statului de origine. In aceste cazuri, diaspora
ar putea nu doar sd ofere ajutor economic si
umanitar statului de origine, ci si sd preia carac-
terul institutiei de lobby. O altd motivatie a
guvernelor statelor de origine este de a imple-
menta diverse actiuni si politici menite sa faci-
liteze fluxurile financiare ale migrantilor orien-
tate spre casa sau sa modifice opinia publica din
straindtate despre tara.
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Considering the size of these communities,
sometimes the possibilities of the diaspora con-
siderably exceed the economic and political
potential of the state of origin. In these cases, the
diaspora could not only offer economic and
humanitarian aid to the country of origin, but also
assume the character of a lobbying institution.
Another motivation of the governments of the
countries of origin is to implement various actions
and policies aimed at facilitating the financial
flows of migrants directed home or to change the
public opinion abroad about the country.
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Concluzii

Din perspectiva cercetarii stiintifice, su-
biectul diasporei este situat intr-o zona de inter-
ferentd a abordarilor efectuate din diferite per-
spective: politica, economica, religioasa, socio-
logica, demografica, istorica etc. Majoritatea
abordarilor cu privire la diaspora au aplicabi-
litate intr-0 anumitd arie geografica si intr-0
anumitd perioadd de timp, iar contextualitatea
spatiald si temporald reprezintd una dintre pro-
vocarile cu care se confruntd in prezent incer-
carile stiintifice de sistematizare a abordarilor
teoretice referitoare la subiectul cercetat. Avand
in vedere aceleasi considerente, identificarea
unei notiuni exhaustiva si interdisciplinard re-
prezintd la moment un deziderat al comunitatii
stiintifice din domeniu.

Cu toate ca migratia reprezintd o conditie
obligatorie pentru crearea si consolidarea dias-
porei, in acelasi timp, ea nu este o conditie sufi-
cientd. Tratate adeseori prin prisma unor abor-
dari similare, migratia si diaspora reprezinta totusi
doud concepte complementare, cu particularitati
definitorii distincte. Evolutia constanta a diaspo-
relor in spatiul international, necesitatea gestio-
narii unui proces complex care evolueaza in per-
manenta, penuria de date cu privire la diaspora,
in scopul argumentarii gradului de implicare a
acesteia 1n diverse activitdti economice in tarile
de origine, au sporit atentia acordatd fenome-
nului de citre mediul stiintific, in special pe
palierul ce tine de interdependenta dintre dias-
pord si dezvoltarea tarilor de origine. Prin
urmare, cu cat studiile cu privire la conceptul de
diaspora devin mai cuprinzatoare, cu atat aspec-
tele ce tin de valorificarea aportului financiar si
nefinanciar al diasporei pentru tarile de origine
se contureazd ca fiind arii de interes ce pot
genera incd discutii si tematici diverse referi-
toare la acest subiect.

Conclusions

From the perspective of scientific research,
the subject of diaspora is located in an area of
interference of approaches carried out from
different perspectives: political, economic, reli-
gious, sociological, demographic, historical, etc.
Most of the approaches regarding the diaspora
have applicability in a certain geographical area
and in a certain period of time, and the spatial and
temporal contextuality is one of the challenges
currently faced by the scientific attempts to sys-
tematize the theoretical approaches regarding the
studied issue. Considering the same considera-
tions, the identification of an exhaustive and
interdisciplinary notion is currently a desire of the
scientific community in the field.

Although migration is a necessary condition
for the creation and consolidation of the diaspora,
at the same time it is not a sufficient condition.
Often treated through the prism of similar
approaches, migration and diaspora are, however,
two complementary concepts, with distinct defi-
ning characteristics. The constant evolution of
diasporas in the international space, the need to
manage a complex process that is constantly
evolving, the lack of data regarding the diaspora,
in order to increase the degree of its involvement
in various economic activities in the countries of
origin, have increased the attention paid to the
phenomenon by to the scientific environment,
especially on the level related to the inter-
dependence between the diaspora and the deve-
lopment of the countries of origin. Therefore, the
more studies on the concept of diaspora become
more comprehensive, the more aspects related to
the valorization of the financial and non-financial
contribution of the diaspora for the countries of
origin are emerging as areas of interest that can
still generate discussions and various topics related
to this subject.

Bibliografie/ Bibliography:
1. AGUNIAS, D.R.; NEWLAND, K. Comment associer les diasporas au développement.

Manuel a

I’'usage des decideaurs et practiciens dans les pays d’origine et d’accueil.

Migration Policy Institute. International Organization for Migration, 2012, pp. 71-99, pag.

276. ISBN: 978-92-9068-658-3.

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.4 (122) 2022



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

ECONOMIE, BUSINESS S| ADMINISTRARE/ ECONOMICS, BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION

ARMSTRONG, J.A. Mobilized and Proletarian Diasporas. The American Political Science
Review, Vol. 70, nr.2. American Political Science Association, 1976, pp. 393-408.
BRUBAKER, R. The "Diaspora" Diaspora. Ethnic and Racial Studies. Vol.28, nr. 1 lanuarie
2005, pp.1-19, [online] [accesat la 12 noiembrie 2022]. Disponibil:
https://www.academia.edu/5099879/The_Diaspora_Diaspora.

BUGA, Natalia. Les diasporas comme ressources d’intégration dans ['économie mondiale.
Teza de doctor in economie. Universitatea din Grenoble, 2011, pag.515.

CLIFFORD, J. Diasporas. Cultural Anthropology. Nr. 9(3):302-338, 2014, [online] [accesat
la 22 octombrie 2022]. Disponibil: https://dadadocot.wordpress.com/2012/08/02/annotations-
clifford-james-1994-diasporas/.

. COHEN, R. Global Diasporas: An Introduction. University of Washington Press, Seattle,

WA, 1997. ISBN: 2780203928943.

CONSTANT, A.F.; ZIMMERMANN, K.F. Diaspora economics: New perspectives. Working
Papers, Maastricht Economic and social Research Institute on Innovation and Technology,
Maastricht Graduate School of Governance, 2016, p.29. ISSN: 1871-9872.

Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division. International Migration
2020 Highlights. United Nation Publication. ISBN: 978-92-1-148352-9, p.24, [online]
[accesat la 12 octombrie 2022]. Disponibil: https://www.un.org/en/desa/international-
migration-2020-highlights.

DUFOQIX, S. Diasporas: historical and conceptual analysis. The Encyclopedia of Global Human
Migration. Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2013, [online] [accesat la 12 noiembrie 2022].
Disponibil:https://www.academia.edu/27176161/Diasporas_historical_and_conceptual_analysis
KING, R.; CHRISTOU, A. Cultural Geographies of Counter-Diasporic Migration: The
Second Generation Returns ‘Home’. Sussex Migration Working Paper nr. 45. University of
Sussex, 2008, p.30.

MARAM, H. Porb muepayuu u ouacnop 8 coyuanbHO-5K0HOMUYECKOM PA3BUMUU aPAOCKUX
cmpan Bruscnezo Bocmoka. Teza de doctor. Poccuiickuii yHUBEpCUTET APY>KOBI HApPOJOB.
Moscova, 2020, [online] [accesat la 12 noiembrie 2022]. Disponibil: https://www.dissercat.com/
content/rol-migratsii-i-diaspor-v-sotsialno-ekonomicheskom-razvitii-arabskikh-stran-blizhnego-
vostok/read.

MOSNEAGA, Valeriu. Migratie si dezvoltare: aspecte socio-juridice. Manual. OIM
Misiunea in Moldova, Chisindu, 2017, p.118, ISBN 978-9975-89-075-5.

RUSU, Rodica; TODOROVA, Lilia. Rolul diasporei in cadrul relatiilor internationale. in:
Administrarea Publica, nr. 1, 2012. p.117-121, ISSN: 1813-8489 [online] [accesat la 12
octombrie  2022].  Disponibil:  https://ibn.idsi.md/sites/default/files/imag_file/Rolul%
20diasporei%20%C3%AEN%20cadrul%20rela%C5%A3iilor%20interna%C5%A3ionale.pdf.
SAFRAN, W. Diasporas in Modern Societies: Myths of Homeland and Return, Diaspora Nr.
1, 1991, ISSN: 1044-2057, [online] [accesat la 12 septembrie 2022]. Disponibil:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236767341_Diaspora_in_Modern_Societies_Myths
_of_Homeland_and_Return.

SHEFFER, Gabriel. Modern Diasporas in International Politics. Saint Martin Press, New
York, 1986, p.349. ISBN: 9780312537906.

SHEFFER, G. Diaspora politics. At home abroad. Cambridge University Press, United
Kingdom, 2003, pp. 306, ISBN-13 978-0-511-07292-5.

Strategia Nationald ,, DIASPORA-2025". Aprobata: Hotararea Guvernului  Republicii
Moldova nr. 200 din 26.02.2016. Publicat: 04.03.2016 in Monitorul Oficial al Republicii
Moldova nr. 49-54 / art. nr. 230.

VAN HEAR, N. New Diasporas: The Mass Exodus. Dispersal and Regrouping of Migrant
Communities, UCL Press, London, 1998. DOI: 10.4324/9780203984482.

Revista / Journal ,, ECONOMICA” nr.4 (122) 2022 ——M —


https://www.academia.edu/5099879/The_Diaspora_Diaspora
https://dadadocot.wordpress.com/2012/08/02/annotations-clifford-james-1994-diasporas/
https://dadadocot.wordpress.com/2012/08/02/annotations-clifford-james-1994-diasporas/
https://www.un.org/en/desa/international-migration-2020-highlights
https://www.un.org/en/desa/international-migration-2020-highlights
https://www.academia.edu/27176161/Diasporas_historical_and_conceptual_analysis
https://www.dissercat.com/%20content/rol-migratsii-i-diaspor-v-sotsialno-ekonomicheskom-razvitii-arabskikh-stran-blizhnego-vostok/read
https://www.dissercat.com/%20content/rol-migratsii-i-diaspor-v-sotsialno-ekonomicheskom-razvitii-arabskikh-stran-blizhnego-vostok/read
https://www.dissercat.com/%20content/rol-migratsii-i-diaspor-v-sotsialno-ekonomicheskom-razvitii-arabskikh-stran-blizhnego-vostok/read
https://ibn.idsi.md/sites/default/files/imag_file/Rolul%25%2020diasporei%20%C3%AEn%20cadrul%20rela%C5%A3iilor%20interna%C5%A3ionale.pdf
https://ibn.idsi.md/sites/default/files/imag_file/Rolul%25%2020diasporei%20%C3%AEn%20cadrul%20rela%C5%A3iilor%20interna%C5%A3ionale.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236767341_Diaspora_in_Modern_Societies_Myths_of_Homeland_and_Return
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236767341_Diaspora_in_Modern_Societies_Myths_of_Homeland_and_Return



