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Abstract: Mecopus hopei Rosenschéld, 1838 is a common species in Taiwan. However, it has been frequently misspelled in
Taiwanese records, leading to its omission from regional catalogs. In this study, we formally record M. hopei in Taiwan and provide
dorsal habitus photos and barcode sequences to improve species identification.
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The first record of Mecopus hopei Rosenschdld, 1838 in Taiwan dates back to a 1999 report by the Taitung District Agricultural
Improvement Station (1999). This report mentioned the species as a jackfruit pest but lacked details and misspelled its name. This
misspelling became widely used in pest management research (e.g., Hsien, 2001), resulting in its exclusion from the Palaearctic
Coleoptera catalogue (Alonso-Zarazaga et al., 2017; Shao, 2020). This study formally documents M. hopei in Taiwan, providing
dorsal habitus photos from the holotype and Taiwanese population, along with barcode sequences to aid species identification.

Specimens were examined and photographed using an SMZ 800D stereomicroscope with SGviews software (Sage Vision CO.,
Ltd., Taiwan). Cytochrome c oxidase subunit I (barcode region) sequences were amplified following Tseng & Cheng (2021) method.
Deposits of the specimens can be found at the National Museum of Natural Science, Taichung, Taiwan (NMNS), and the Oxford
University Museum of Natural History (OUMNH).

Mecopus hopei Rosenschéld, 1838
ERARRSEE  HEESLES
(Figure 1)

Type material examined. Holotype: 1&, “blank™ [black rectangular label] / Hope [black rectangular label] / Bengal [white
rectangular label] / Mecopus hopei [white rectangular label] / COL: 1492 (OUMNH).
Material examined. TAIWAN: 2343, Taipei Municipal Chung-Cheng Senior High School (215179 1F 5 ), Shilin District,
Taipei City, 8. I1l. 2020, W.-Z. Tseng leg. // WZPCC_01980 — WZPCC_01981 (NMNS); 1319, Taichung Municipal Chang-Yi
Senior High School (Z 94 17 &&= ), Taiping District, Taichung City, N24.11373 E120.72119, 22. XI. 2021, P.-S. Lee & W.-
Z.Tseng leg. // WZPCC_03633 — WZPCC_03634 (NMNS).
GenBank accession number. WZPCC_01980: OR515184; WZPCC 01981: OR515231; WZPCC _03633: OR515230;
WZPCC_03634: OR515229
Remarks. This species is a major pest of Artocarpus heterophyllus Lam. in Taiwan (Taitung District Agricultural Improvement
Station, 1999; Hsien, 2001). It is also found on the trunks of Ficus microcarpa L.F. and Bombax ceiba L. However, its scientific
name is often misspelled as 'Mecopus nose' in Taiwanese records (e.g., Hsien, 2001).
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Figure 1. Dorsal habitus of Mecopus hopei Rosenschdéld, 1838. A: Taiwanese population, B: holotype.
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