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The article examines the specifics of demographic transformations of the Belarusian population of the
Crimean Peninsula in the late 19t-first half of the 20t century. The choice of the topic of the work is due to the
fact that studies on the demographic processes of the Belarusian population of the Crimean Peninsula are not
yet reflected in scientific discourse in detail, despite the fact that Belarusians are the fourth largest ethnic minority
of Crimea. The methodological basis of the study was made up of statistical analysis methods, in particular, a
summary and grouping of the obtained statistical data, as well as correlation analysis of statistical data were
used during the study. The dynamics of changes in the number of the Belarusian population in the context of
the administrative-territorial Crimean Peninsula from 1897 to 1939 is analyzed. It is concluded that at the end
of the 19th-first half of the 20™ century, the maximum concentration of the Belarusian ethnic group was observed
in the eastern and southeastern parts of the peninsula. The analysis also showed that if in the first two decades
of the 20tcentury there was a sharp increase in the share of the Belarusian ethnic group in the western part of
the peninsula, then in the period from 1926 to 1939 the number of Belarusians in the western part of the Crimea
again significantly decreased.
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[d.h. Y3Hapodoe [demorpacuueckne TtpaHcdopmauun 6GenopycoB Kpbima B KoHue XIX-nepBow
nonoBuHe XX Beka]

PaccmartpuBatotcs  cneumcduka gemorpadudecknx TpaHcdopmauuin  6enopycckoro  HaceneHusi
Kpbimckoro nonyoctpoBa B kKoHue XIX — nepBow nonosmHe XX B. Bbibop TemaTukm pabotbl 06yCrnoBreH Tem,
4YTO UCCNeaoBaHusl, MOCBSILLEHHbIE AemMorpaduyeckum npoueccam 6Genopycckoro HaceneHusa KpbIMCKoro
NonyocTpoBa, ellle He Tak NoAPOOHO OTpaXeHbl B HAy4YHOM AMCKYpPCe, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO Benopyckl ABNAIOTCSA
YeTBEPTbIM MO YUCNEHHOCTU 3THUYECKMM MeHbLUIMHCTBOM KpbiMa. MeTogonoruyeckyto 6asy uccnegoBaHus
COCTaBMNM MeTOAbl CTAaTUCTMYECKOrO aHanu3a, B YaCcTHOCTU, B Xo4e uccneaoBaHus NpUMEHSANNCb CBOAKA U
rpynnupoBKa MOMYYEHHbIX CTAaTUCTUYECKUX AaHHbIX, a TakKe KOPPEnsUMOHHbIA aHanu3 CTaTUCTUYECKMX
OaHHbIX. AHanuaupyeTcsl AMHaMuMka W3MEHEHMUSI YMUCIIEHHOCTU ©OenopyccKkoro HaceneHusi B KOHTEKCTe
aAMUHUCTpATUBHO-TeppUTOopManbHbix KpbiMckoro nonyoctpoBa ¢ 1897 no 1939 rr. [lenaetcsa BbIBOA, YTO B
KoHuUe XIX — nepBor nonoBuHe XX B. MakcuMarnbHas KOHLUEeHTpauus 6enopycckoro aTHoca Habniogaetcs B
BOCTOYHOW 1 HOro-BOCTOYHOM YacTy NonyocTpoBa. [1poBeAeHHbI aHanmns3 Takke nokasari, YTo ecnv B NepBble
OBa gecatuneTtusa XX B. Habnogancsa peskun poct Aonvn 6enopycckoro aTHoca B 3anagHomn 4acTy MosTyoCcTpoBa,
To B nepuoa ¢ 1926 no 1939 umcneHHocTb OenopycoB B 3anagHow 4yactu KpbiMa BHOBb 3HAUYUTENBbHO
cokpaTunace.

KniouyeBble cnoBa: KpbIMCKMIA NonyocTpoB, 0Genopycckuin 39THOC, Aemorpadudeckne npouecchl,
3THUYECKNE MEHBLUNHCTBA.
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Introduction

At present, a certain theoretical and methodological basis for studying the demographic
processes of the Crimea, including their historical features, has already been formed. For
example, the problems of the Crimean demographic processes are reflected in the works of
such scientists as A.M. Bayburtsky [1], A.V. Baranov [2], [3], S.N. Kiselev [6], V.A.
Kononirenko [7], R.K. Ovcharenko [8], O.V. Savinova [11] and others. But despite the rather
high degree of development of the topic, a number of issues need additional study. In
particular, we are talking about the demographic processes of the Belarusian population of
the Crimean Peninsula, according to the results of the study of which, so far, not many works
have been presented in the scientific discourse.

Belarusians are historically among the largest ethnic minorities in Crimea. According to
the results of the 2014 census, Belarusians are the fourth largest ethnic minority of the
Crimean Peninsula, second only to Ukrainians, Crimean Tatars and Tatars [10]. The first
Belarusian settlements in the Crimea date back to the last decades of the 18™ century and
were territorially located within the Taurida province. They consisted of people from the free
military class who were equated in rights with the Little-Russian Cossacks [11].

The next waves of Belarusian settlers date back to the middle of the 19" and the first
half of the 20" century. In the middle of the 19™ century, a significant part of the Belarusian
settlers was from among the retired soldiers who remained on the territory of the Crimea after
the end of the Crimean War, as well as from among the former serfs who moved to the
territory of the Crimean Peninsula after 1861 [11]. By 1897, 2,058 Belarusians lived in Crimea
[9].

Research methods

The research tools were compiled by methods of statistical analysis, in particular, during
the study, a summary and grouping of the obtained statistical data were used, as well as a
correlation analysis of statistical data.

Results and discussion

According to the First All-Russian Population Census of 1897, the population of the
Crimean Peninsula reached 546,592 people, and the number of the Belarusian ethnic group
was 2,058 people, or 0.38% of the total population [9]. The Crimean Peninsula was part of
the Tauride province and included 5 counties and 2 townships. At the end of the 19™ century,
the maximum share of the Belarusian ethnos was recorded in the central and southeastern
parts of the peninsula (Simferopol and Feodosiya districts), the minimum one in the west and
southwest (Evpatoriya and Yalta districts), as well as in the Kerch-Yenikalsky town
administration (practically corresponds to the current borders of the city district of Kerch).
Mostly, at the end of the 19" century, Belarusians of Crimea lived in rural areas — 72.93%.
The share of Belarusians living in cities was 27.07%.

Administrative- All population, pers including Belarusians, share of the
territorial units pers. Belarusian ethnic
group in the

population structure of
the region, %

Yevpatoria district 63 211 165 0,26
Kerch-Yenikalsk city 43 698 93 0,21
administration

Perekop county 51 393 199 0,39
Sevastopol city 57 455 195 0,34

administration
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Simferopol district 141 717 611 0,43
Feodosia district 115 858 586 0,51
Yalta district 73 260 209 0,29
Total in the city 546 592 2058 0,38
administrations and

counties of Crimea

Table 1. Settlement of the Belarusian population of Crimea,
according to the 1897 census [9]

In the 20" century there were two waves of migration from the territory of Belarusian
lands: the first wave dates back to the 20-30s of the 20™ century and included immigrants
from the Vitebsk, Minsk and Gomel provinces, and the second dates back to the 40-50s, the
basis of which were immigrants from the Gomel, Grodno and Mogilev regions.

In 1926, the largest concentration of the Belarusian ethnos was observed in the western
part of the peninsula: in comparison with the results of the 1897 census, the share of the
Belarusian ethnos in the Evpatoria region of the Crimean Autonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic increased five times (within the borders it practically coincided with the territory of
the former Evpatoria district of the Russian Empire), from 0, 26 to 1.28% [4]. The share of
Belarusians living in the central part of Crimea, in the Simferopol region (in 1926 it included
all the lands of central Crimea) remained unchanged — 0.43%. The share of the Belarusian
ethnic group in the southeastern part of the peninsula (the territory of the former Feodosia
district of the Russian Empire) was approximately identical — 0.48% (0.51% in 1897). The
share of Belarusians in the northern part of Crimea, on the territory of the Dzhankoy district
(in 1926 it included all the lands of the north of Crimea, including the former Perekop district
of the Russian Empire), decreased from 0.39 to 0.22%. At the same time, in the period from
1897 to 1926. the share of Belarusians living in cities increased significantly — from 27.07 to
58.22%, which was due to the processes of urbanization actively taking place in the country
at that time.

Administrative-territorial All population, pers including share of the
units Belarusians, pers. Belarusian ethnic
group in the
population structure of
the region, %
Crimean ASSR 706 757 3842 0,54
Bakhchisaray district 36 615 22 0,06
Dzhankoi district 59 322 130 0,22
Yevpatoria district 49 346 634 1,28
Karasubazar district 25 925 8 0,03
Kerch district 39 961 343 0,86
Sevastopol region 18 833 57 0,3
Sudak region 15 757 68 0,43
Feodosia district 52 666 88 0,17
Yalta region 36 225 131 0,36

Table 2. Settlement of the Belarusian population of Crimea, according to the 1926 census [4]
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According to the results of the 1939 census, the maximum concentration of the
Belarusian ethnic group was recorded in the eastern and southeastern parts of Crimea
(Ichkinsky, Kirovske, Kolai, Lenine districts) [5]. In the period from 1926 to 1939 the share of
the Belarusian ethnic group in the Yalta region increased (almost three times), as well as in
the northeastern part of Crimea, in the Dzhankoi region. Of all the cities of Crimea, the largest
share of the Belarusian ethnic group in 1939 was recorded in Yalta — 1.01%. In comparison
with 1926, the share of the Belarusian ethnos in the western part of the peninsula (Yevpatoria,
as well as Ak-Mechetsky, Ak-Sheikh, Saky and Freidorf districts, which were previously part
of the Yevpatoria region), has significantly decreased. A certain decrease in the share of
Belarusians in the structure of the population in the period from 1926 to 1939. was also
observed in the central part of the Crimea. The percentage of Belarusians living in cities
increased slightly: from 58.22 to 61.45%.

Administrative-territorial All population, pers including share of the

units Belarusians, pers. Belarusian ethnic
group in  the
population
structure of the
region, %

Crimean ASSR 1126 429 6726 0,6

City of Kerch 104 443 699 0,67

City of Sevastopol 111 938 615 0,55

City of Simferopol 142 634 1047 0,73

City of Feodosia 45 032 400 0,89

City of Yalta 36 683 370 1,01

Ak-Mechetsky district 15941 50 0,31

Ak-Sheikh district 14 725 35 0,24

Alushta district 25 996 73 0,28

Balaklava District 23 400 60 0,26

Bakhchysarai district 46 888 133 0,28

Biyuk-Onlar district 18 542 31 0,17

Dzhankoi district 46 626 407 0,87

Yevpatoria district 58 294 258 0,44

Zeysky District 16 324 46 0,28

Ichkinsky district 20 748 208 1

Karasubazar district 33034 53 0,16

Kirovske district 21 321 175 0,82

Kolai district 16 767 201 1,2

Krasnoperekopsk district 23 529 42 0,18

Kuybyshevsky District 17 759 27 0,15

Larindorfsky district 14 341 90 0,63

Lenine district 23 656 219 0,93

Mayak-Salynsky district 28 415 202 0,71

Saky district 27 800 143 0,51

Seitlersky district 24 984 153 0,61

Simferopol district 41 321 136 0,33

Staro-Krymsky district 20 643 99 0,48

Sudak district 20 081 52 0,26

Telman district 23 535 170 0,72

Freidorf district 14 366 38 0,26

Yalta district 46 693 494 1,06

Table 3. Settlement of the Belarusian population of Crimea, according to the 1939 census [5]
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By 1940, the number of the Belarusian ethnic group in the structure of the Crimean
population had almost tripled and reached 6,726 people. Since the beginning of the 20
century, settlements with the largest number of Belarusian ethnic groups have been the
settlements of Voinka and Ishun, Krasnoperekopsky district, the village of Maryanovka,
Krasnogvardeisky district, the village of Shirokoye, Simferopol district, as well as several
settlements of the Yalta City Council [11].

Conclusion

It should be noted that at the end of the 19%"-first half of the 20™ century, the maximum
concentration of the Belarusian ethnic group was observed in the eastern and southeastern
parts of the peninsula. If at the end of the 19" century one of the maximum values of the
share of the Belarusian ethnic group in the structure of the population was also recorded in
the central part of the Crimea, then after 1926 the number of the Belarusian ethnic group in
this part of the Crimea decreased. In addition, if in the first two decades of the 20th century
there was a sharp increase in the share of the Belarusian ethnic group in the western part of
the peninsula, then in the period from 1926 to 1939 the number of Belarusians in the western
part of Crimea again significantly decreased.
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