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 საქართველო ისტორიულად დაკავშირებულია

„აბრეშუმის გზის“ სატრანსპორტო დერეფანთან, რომე-

ლიცთავისიგეოგრაფიულიმდებარეობითაკავშირებდა

ერთმანეთთანაზიისადაევროპისქვეყნებს.

„აბრეშუმის გზის“ სატრანსპორტოდერეფანმა ბოლო

ათწლეულებშიც არ დაკარგა თავისი აქტუალობა. ამა-

ზე მიანიშნებს ევრაზიის რეგიონში სხვადასხვა დროს

და სხვადასხვა ქვეყნების მიერ განხორციელებული და

დაგეგმილისატრანსპორტოდერეფნების მცირედა მას-

შტაბური ფორმებით განვითარება და ურთიერთთანაშ-

რომლობის ახალი შეთანხმებების გაფორმება და გაერ-

თიანებების ჩამოყალიბება, რომლებიც ისტორიული

„აბრეშუმისგზის“მარშრუტისშემადგენელინაწილია.

მოცემულ ნაშრომში განხილულია კავკასიისა და ევ-

რაზიისრეგიონებშიწარმოდგენილისატრანსპორტოდე-

რეფნები, რომლებიცრეგიონის მსხვილი მოთამაშეების,

როგორებიც არიან ევროკავშირი, ჩინეთი, რუსეთი და

ირანი,ეკონომიკურიინტერესებისადამათიგავლენების

არეალისგაზრდისერთ-ერთიმნიშვნელოვანიბერკეტია

ევრაზიისრეგიონში.

მოცემულინაშრომისმიზანიასაქართველოს,როგორც

სატრანსპორტო დერეფანი ქვეყნის, მნიშვნელობისა და

შესაძლებლობების განსაზღვრა იმ მოცემულობაში, რომ

რეგიონში პარალელურად მიმდინარეობს ალტერნატი-

ული სატრანსპორტოდერეფნებისფორმირებადა ასევე

დაკვირვება,თუროგორვითარდებამოვლენებიამპრო-

ცესებთან დაკავშირებით ევრაზიის რეგიონში. კვლევის

მიზანია აღწეროს ევრაზიის რეგიონში არსებული გეო-

პოლიტიკურიდაეკონომიკურიმდგომარეობადაგამოკ-

ვეთოსსაქართველოს,როგორცევროკავშირისადააზიის

ქვეყნებისდამაკავშირებელისატრანსპორტოდერეფანი--

ქვეყნისძლიერიდასუსტიმხარეები.

აღნიშნული კვლევის ორიგინალურობა და ღირებუ-

ლება მდგომარეობს საქართველოს, როგორც სატრანს-
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პორტო დერეფანი-ქვეყნის მდგომარეობის შესწავლაში,

რეგიონში სხვა ალტერნატიულ სატრანსპორტოდერეფ-

ნების განვითარებასთან მიმართებაშიდა ასევე არსებუ-

ლიდაპოტენციურისუსტიპოზიციებისგამოვლენასადა

მათიდაძლევისგზებისგანსაზღვრაში.

კვლევისმიზნებისმისაღწევადგამოყენებულიქნაინ-

ფორმაციის მოპოვების კომპლექსური მეთოდები. ბიბ-

ლიოგრაფიულიკვლევითგანხორციელდამეორადიმო-

ნაცემებისმოპოვება,დახარისხებადაანალიზი.კვლევის

თეორიულისაფუძველიამოცემულსაკითხზეარსებული

ლიტერატურა:სამეცნიეროშრომები,კვლევები,პუბლი-

კაციები, პერიოდული ბეჭდვითი გამოცემების სტატიე-

ბი,ინტერნეტითმოძიებულიმონაცემები.

მოცემულ ნაშრომში განხილულია ევრაზიის რეგი-

ონში არსებული გეოპოლიტიკური მდგომარეობისა და

რეგიონის ზოგიერთი ქვეყნისათვის დაწესებული საქნ-

ციების გავლენა შუადერეფნისფუნქციონირებაზე, რაც

დადებითადისახებადერეფნისფუნქციონირებაზე.ასე-

ვეგანხილულიაისმიმდინარელოგისტიკურიგამოწვე-

ვები,რომლისწინაშეცარისაღნიშნულიდერეფნისმონა-

წილექვეყნები.
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ტირება;სატრანსპორტოდერეფნები;

შემოსულიარედაქციში:შემოსულიარედაქციში:

ივნისი, 2020
რეცენზირებულია:რეცენზირებულია:

ივლისი, 2020
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Historically Georgia is associated with the “Silk Road”

transportcorridor,whichconnectedtheAsianandEuropean

countriesbyitsgeographicallocation.

“SilkRoad”transportcorridordidnotlostitsactualityeven

duringthelastdecades.Thisisprovedbydevelopmentofsmall

andlarge-scaletransportcorridorsintheEurasianregionbeing

implementedandplannedbydifferentcountriesatdifferent

times, signing new cooperation agreements and forming

associationsthatarepartofthehistoric“SilkRoad”route.

Inthepresentpaperisdiscussedtherepresentedtransport

corridorsintheCaucasusandEurasiaregions,whichareone

oftheimportantleversintheEurasianregiontoincreasethe

economic interests and the spheres of their influenceof the

major players in the region, such as the European Union,

China,RussiaandIran.

Thegoalofthepresentworkistodeterminetheimportance

andopportunitiesofGeorgiaasthetransportcorridorcountry

inthecontext,thatinparallel,alternativetransportcorridors

arebeingformedintheregion,aswellasobservationismade

howdevelopmentsarerelatedtotheseprocessesintheEurasian

region.Theaimofthestudyistodescribethegeopoliticaland

economicsituationintheEurasianregionandtolineoutthe

strengthsandweaknessesofGeorgia-asatransportcorridor

countryconnectingtheEUandAsiancountries.

Originalityandvalueofthegivenresearchliesinstudying

the state of Georgia as a country of a transport corridor in

relation to the development of other alternative transport

corridors in the region, as well as identifying existing and

potentialweakpositions anddeterminingways toovercome

theweaknesses.

Toachievetheobjectivesofthestudywereusedcomplex

methodsofobtaining information.Bybibliographic research

was implemented extraction, sorting and analyzing the

secondary data. The theoretical basis of the research is the

JEL Classification: F15, H54, R40
DOI: 10.46361/2449-2604.7.2.2020.95-103

ISSN2449-2604
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ASSOCIATIONSASSOCIATIONS



98

ინოვაციური ეკონომიკა და მართვა, ტომი.7, N2, 2020  
Innovative Economics and Management, Vol. 7, No.2, 2020

existed literature on the subject: scientific papers, studies,

publications,articlesfromperiodicals,dataretrievedfromthe

Internet.

This thesis discusses the existing geopolitical situation in

theEurasian regionand the impactof sanctions imposedon

somecountriesintheregiononthefunctioningofthemiddle

corridor,which has a positive impact on the functioning of

the corridor. The current logistical challenges faced by the

countriesinvolvedinthecorridorarealsodiscussed.

Key words:Key words: Eurasia; Logistics; Transportation; Transport
corridors;
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For the present period of time, there are

various international transport corridors,

economic unions and routes on the Eurasian

continent, which are aimed to support

development of transport corridors and at the

same time to promote economic development

ofthecountries,however,inthispaperwewill

touchupononlyafewofthem,namely:

l	 “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI), which is

initiatedbyChinaasaglobaldevelopment

strategy (formerlyknown asOBOR -One

BeltOneRoad[1]);

l	 “EurasianEconomicUnion”(EAUE)[2];

l	 “International North–South Transport

Corridor”(INSTC)[3];

l	 “Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-

Asia”(TRACECA)[4],whichalsocomprises

the “Trans-Caspian International Route”

(TITR)[5]alsoknownbythename“Middle

Corridor”andisanextensionofTRACECA,

which means an attempt for mutual

agreement on tariffs within the frame of

TITR between the representatives of the

Georgian,Azerbaijan andKazakh railways

andtheports.

Precisely the latter corridor – “Middle

Corridor”willbethemaintopicofourdiscussion

inthispaper,andinrelationtothegivenproject

wewilltouchupontheotherabove-mentioned

corridorsaswell,whichmayhaveasignificant

impact on the success implementation and

failureofthe“Middlecorridor”.

“Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI) - which

is initiated by China as a global development

strategy on its initial stage  considered several

economiccorridors,namely:1)the“NewEurasia

Land Bridge”, 2) “China-Mongolia-Russia”, 3)

“China-Central Asia-West Asia”, 4) “China-

Indochina Peninsula”, 5) “China-Pakistan”

and 6) “Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar”

economic corridors[6]. None of the initially

presentedeconomiccorridorsandrouteshavea

routepassing through theCaucasus,whichhas

nothinderedGeorgian-Chinesefutureeconomic

cooperation.

From the Geographical and economical

pointof view, the “Belt andRoad Initiative” is

significantlywider than thehistoric SilkRoad,

which was limited by a land route only. The

New Silk Road envisages the construction of

transportinfrastructureandindustrialcorridors

and new seaports connecting Asia, including

China,EuropeandAfrica,causingtosignificant

changes in the Eurasian logistics sector. Two

financial institutions were established in 2014

to finance these economic corridors: the “Silk

Road Fund”[7] and the “Asian Infrastructure

InvestmentBank”(AIIB)[8],andin2015Georgia

became amember country of the latter[9] and

joinedthe“BeltandRoadInitiative”[10].

Despite of the fact, that the given initiative

envisages development of six rather broad

economic corridors,China continues to discuss

possible prospects for the development of

additional corridors, a clear example of which

is the recent interest in the Arctic route, also

knownas the “Polar SilkRoad”[11] andwhich

aimstocreateatransportcorridorwiththeEU

bytheNorthSeaRoute.

As it is evident from the above description

China is planning to develop economical

corridors to all the directions which aims to

develop any complementary and alternative

corridors,allowingfordiversificationofvarious

risksforChina.

“Eurasian Economic Union” (EAUE) - In

contrast to the “Belt and Road Initiative”, in

2016RussialaunchedtheInitiativefor“Greater

Eurasian Partnership”, a larger-scale link

betweentheRussian-KazakhprojectofEurasian

Economic Union, which has been acted since

2015.ItcurrentlyunitesfivecountriesofEastern
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Europe, Central Asia and West Asia, namely

Belorussia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan

and Russia. The “Great Eurasian Partnership”

initiativehastwomaineconomicgoals.Thefirst

is to link Russia and the “Eurasian Economic

Union”toChina’s“BeltandRoadInitiative”,and

thesecond,smallergoalistolinkthe“Eurasian

EconomicUnion”tothecountriesofIran,India,

andSoutheastAsia.

At present, the North-South International

Transport Corridor (INSTC) operates through

the international transport corridors passing

theterritoryofthe“EurasianEconomicUnion”,

which envisages connecting incoming cargo

from India via Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia to EU

countries,andthe“East-WestCorridor”,which

includes the “Trans-Siberian Highway” being

stretched on 11,000 km from St. Petersburg to

Vladivostok. The mentioned railway highway

has east access to the railways of Kazakhstan,

China,Mongolia, and the Democratic People’s

Republic ofKorea. The railway has east access

totherailwaysofKazakhstan,China,Mongolia,

andtheDemocraticPeople’sRepublicofKorea.

The “Trans-Siberian Highway” can be used to

transport cargo by train from easternChina to

theRussianandEUbordersfor14days,which

is significantly less time than shipping, which

takesanaverageof45-60days.Thecapacityof

thishighwaycurrentlymakesup in amountof

100 million tons of cargo, which has already

reachedtheupperlimitofitscapacityandneeds

tobefurthermodernized.By2024,theRussian

governmentplanstoincreasethecapacityofthe

highwayto180milliontonsofcargo.Oneofthe

strengthsofthishighwayisthatitispossibleto

deliver cargo fromChina to theEUborders in

recordterms,aswellas thefact thattheentire

routeisnotdifficultfortransportation(meaning

of mountainous landscape and crosswalks), it

doesnotrequireintermodaltransportoperations.

Bordercrossingandcustomsproceduresbetween

theparticipatingcountrieswithinthe“Eurasian

Economic Union” have been significantly

simplified[12].

Despite its various priorities, the “Trans-

SiberianHighway”,asoneofthemostimportant

transport corridors within the “Eurasian

Economic Union”, has its weaknesses, namely,

significantlyhigherpricescomparedtomaritime

transport, incompatibility/differences of the

railwaysystem in the sectionofChinaand the

EU countries, the limited usage of bandwidth

and,most importantly, the economic sanctions

imposedin2014againsttheRussianFederation,

whichistheauthorandmaindrivingforcebehind

thecreationofthe“EurasianEconomicUnion”.

Precisely, it is the country thatdetermines the

cautious and measured involvement of the

memberstatesinjointprojects,henceitfollows,

thateachofthemhasdevelopedcertainrelations

and interests with the US and EU countries

during the years and threat of which is not

considered by any of them, which is clearly

evidencedbythecircumstances,thatnomember

of the “Eurasian Economic Union” has joined

theresolutionofthecounter-sanctionsadopted

byRussia in2014,whichinturnindicatesthat

already in2015, for themomentof creationof

the“EurasianEconomicUnion”,thetradepolicy

withintheUnionwasnotmutuallyagreedand

coordinatedbetweenthecountries[13].

“North-South International Transport

Corridor”-(INSTC)-Thistransportcorridorwas

established in 2002 on the basis of a tripartite

agreement between the Russian Federation,

India and Iran. Later, Turkey, Azerbaijan,

Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,

Belarus,Ukraine,OmanandSyriajoinedit.

The length of the given corridor achieves

about 7,000 km and it stretches from St.

Petersburg to the Indian port of Mumbai and
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which will connect Russia, Azerbaijan, Iran

and India. This corridor significantly reduces

transportation time and costs. According to

various estimates, itwill be possible to deliver

the cargo using the above route within 14-20

days.Thecorridorallowscargotobetransported

across the IndianOcean to the Iranian seaport

of Bandar Abbas in the Persian Gulf, which

accountsfor85%ofIran’smaritimecargo,then

byautomobileorrailwaytransporttomovethe

cargo to the Iranian Caspian port of Amir-e-

Abad.FurthertoAzerbaijan(AlatportofBaku)

and / orRussianCaspianSeaports (Astrakhan,

MakhachkalaandOlia),thenbypassingtheland

highwaytoRussia(roadorrail)totheBalticSea

port of St. Petersburg, fromwhere it is finally

possibletosendcargobyseatoEUcountries.

The given transportation corridor has faced

a significant problem since the US imposed

an almost total economic embargo on Iran,

which also includes sanctions on companies

operating their commercial activities in Iran.

This has significantly hampered development

of the transport corridor. At present, the US

Presidential Administration has removed these

sanctions on only one Iranian port, Chabahar,

located in the PersianGulf, because Indiawas

involved in the investment project for the

development of this deep-water port, which

aimsonlytodevelopeconomicrelationsbetween

India and Afghanistan and the only important

opportunity for development of the latter and

doesnotconsider theuseof thisport forother

economicrelationsandactivities[14].

The“Europe-Caucasus-AsiaTransportCorri-

dor”(TRACECA)-thisprogramwaslaunchedstill

in1993withtheaimofestablishingatransport

corridorusingEUresources.Theprojectaimedto

supportthepoliticalandeconomicindependence

ofthecountriesofCentralAsiaandtheCaucasus

bybypassingRussiaandallowingEuropeanand

worldmarketstoaccessingandusingalternative

routes.

Currently, TRACECA member countries

are: Georgia, Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Turkey,

Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,

Tajikistan,Turkmenistan,Iran,Moldovaand27

EUcountries[15].

Unfortunately,thiscorridordoesnotfunction

at full capacity, which is due to a number of

reasons,namely:

l	 By unstable political regimes of some

countries;

l	 Byalargenumberofmultimodaloperations,

includingthemostproblematicpart,related

to the unstable and unplanned traffic of

ferryvesselsintheCaspianSeasection;

l	 Crossing the borders of up to 12member

countries with different transport

infrastructure,customsandtransportrules;

All of the above mentioned has led to the

usageofnon-fullloadingofthetransportcorridor

andthereducedtrafficcargoturnoverinrecent

yearsunderthegivenprogram,although,atthe

sametime,itshouldbenotedthatin2015-2016,

when Russian-Ukrainian and Russian-Turkish

relations deteriorated, the project gained new

impulse, namely, Ukraine was interested in

importing various goods through this corridor

and exporting iron ore to China[16], which

slightlyincreasedthecargoturnoverunderthis

program (see Diagram N1), which shows the

number of handled cargoes on the example of

Azerbaijanin2005-2019[17].
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DiagramN1DiagramN1

Source:TransportCorridorEuropeCaucasusAsiaSource:TransportCorridorEuropeCaucasusAsia

Conclusion:Conclusion:

Despite the circumstances, that since the

establishment of the “Europe-Caucasus-Asia

Transport Corridor”, the member states have

not been able to use the transport corridor at

fullcapacityunderthepresentproject,ithasnot

still lost its importance and has great potential

for the future. Clear examples of this are a lot

ofsuccessfulprojectsbeingimplementedwithin

thiscorridor,suchasthe“Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan”

(BTC) oil pipeline, the “Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum”

(BTE) gas pipeline and the “Baku-Tbilisi-Kars”

(BTK) railway highway, which significantly

increasesthegeopoliticalimportanceofGeorgia

within the corridor in general and within the

given corridor. In addition to the geopolitical

importance of the above-mentioned projects,

theyguaranteethesecurityoftheregion,which

is one of the main components of economic

development.

Nolesssignificantandnoteworthyisalsothe

circumstancethat the initiativeofcreationthis

corridor belongs to the European Union, with

the support of which have been implemented

the above-mentioned projects within the

corridor, which is a rather successful step

towardstheirenergyindependencefromRussia,

and in this context, the “Europe-Caucasus-Asia

TransportCorridor”willnotloseitsfunctionand

significance.

It is also noteworthy that the tense

interrelations between Russia and Ukraine is

working in favor of this transport corridor, as

well as the sanctions imposed by theWest on

Russia and Iran, which significantly increased

the cargo turnover in the “Middle Corridor”,

whichisexpressedasatendencyofcargogrowth

since2016.

In order to make the TRACECA corridor

more attractive for the participating countries

and also to make this corridor a significant

sectionofthehistoricSilkRoad, it isnecessary

to reach an agreement between the member

states on harmonization of customs legislation,
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whichwillsignificantlyreducethewaitingtime

forcheckingcustomsdocuments,Inspectionand

controlproceduresaswell.

It is also quite important to implement

modernization of the obsolete infrastructure,

especially, concerning the railway, which is

of soviet standard and is expressed in the1520

mm gauge (which is found only in post-soviet

countriesandFinland),whichisnotcompatible

with Chinese and European standards where

standard is set at 1435 mm[18]. Due to this

inadequacy among the standards, the Baku-

Tbilisi-Karsproject iscurrentlyreloadingcargo

fromonetraintoanotherinAkhalkalakiinorder

to transport the cargo to the Turkish section,

which also significantly reduces the efficiency

of cargo transportation and at the same time

increasesthecostandtimeoftransportation.
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