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Sixth international conference dedicated to the Medieval History of the Eurasian
Steppe took place in the Hungarian city of Szeged on November 23-26, 2016. The organi-
zer of the event was MTA-SZTE (“Hungarian Academy of Sciences — University of Sze-
ged”) Turkological Research group of the departments of Altaic and Medieval Studies at
the Faculty of Arts, University of Szeged. More than thirty scholars from Hungary, Russia,
Turkey, China, Spain, Bulgaria and Serbia took part in this event. The working languages
of the conference were English and Russian. Presented papers dealt with various aspects of
the history of Eurasian nomads, from the Early Middle Ages up to the seventeenth century.
Among them, several have been related to the history of the Golden Horde. The proceed-
ings of the conference are planned to be published in 2017, as a separate volume of the
journal Chronica — Annual of The Institute of History, University of Szeged. Considering
the quality and variety of the papers, presented at this occasion, there is no doubt it will
attract the attention of the growing community of researchers and scholars interested in the
medieval history of Eurasia.
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During the penultimate week of November 2016, Faculty of Arts in Szeged,
Hungary, hosted an international conference dedicated to the Medieval History of
the Eurasian Steppe. This traditional event was organized sixth time in a row since
2003 by MTA-SZTE (“Hungarian Academy of Sciences — University of Szeged”)
Turkological Research group of the departments of Altaic and Medieval Studies at
the Faculty of Arts, University of Szeged, led by professors Maria Ivanics and
Istvan Zimony. More than thirty scholars from Hungary, Russia, Turkey, China,
Spain, Bulgaria and Serbia took part in this event. The program was divided into
eleven sessions, all of them followed by well prepared presentations and lengthy
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and fruitful discussions. The working languages of the conference were English
and Russian.

Presented papers dealt with various aspects of the history of Eurasian nomads,
from the Early Middle Ages up to the seventeenth century. Among them were
those dedicated to the internal organization and political transformations of
Eurasian peoples (Isenbike Togan, Changes in titulature and westward migration:
the case of the Qarlugs; Nikolay Kradin, The Urbanization of Liao and Yuan
empires in the Mongolian steppes; Hao Chen, Transformation of the concept ‘toquz
oghuz’ in medieval Eurasia), military history (Mutlu Kahraman, Warfare of Turk
Khanate), oral and written traditions (Balazs Danka, An epical geography of the
Oguz-namd in Uygur script; Tatyana Anikeeva, Nomads in prose medieval Turkish
folklore — Battal-name and Danishmend-name) geography (Tatyana Kalinina, The
Turks on medieval Arab maps), diplomacy (Mehmet Tezcan, In which group are
the Orkhon inscriptions classified in terms of diplomacy) and trade (Matyas
Balogh, On the emergence of the Qinghai sections of the Silk Road).

Three papers were focused on the contacts between Eastern Slavs and Turkic
peoples in pre-Mongol Era (Mapta ®our, FOxcnas Pyce u ee cocedu ¢ 12—13 6s. 6
ceeme eeneanocuu;, Csete Katona, Merge of cultures: steppe nomadic traits in Rus
rituals; Vladimir Petrukhin, The title khagan in Old Slavic traditions), while four
dealt with various aspects of the history of the Mongol Empire (Miklos Sarkozy,
Mongol-Nizart Ismaili relations in Northern Iran before 1256 — new sources and
results; Marton Vér, An Old Uyghur register and the different levels of administ-
ration of the Mongol Empire’s postal system; Ishayahu Landa, Reconsidering the
Chinggisids’ son-in-laws: Lessons from the United Empire; Xiaolin Ma, The Eleven
Queens’ Ordos and Imperial Ancestral Sacrifice under the Mongol- Yuan Dynasty:
from steppe to North China). Issues of power and authority in Post-Chingissid states
were the subject of the two presentations that attracted wide attention of the
participants (Alexander Vasilyev, The Ottoman document on the hierarchy of power
in the dynasties of Shaibanids and Timurids according to the traditions of nomadic
law; Tatbsna CkpeiHHUKOBa, Cumegonst énacmu 6 Moneonuu XVII 6. no mamepuanam
aemonucu Erdeni tunumal neretii sudur).

Similar interest and discussion followed the papers oriented towards philologi-
cal questions (Istvan Fodor, On the historical background of the Bulgar-Turkic
loanwords of the Hungarian language) and methodological aspects of the re-
searches (Agusti Alemany, A prosopographical approach to medieval Eurasian
nomads; Bmamumup MBanoB — Mapuna MBanoBHa, [lapadokcel ucmounurxoge-
OeHust cpednedeKkosbix kKouesHukos Bocmounou Esponot; Szabolcs Polgar, The Pro-
to-Hungarians from the perspective of the migrations of the Eurasian nomads).
The archeologists, mostly Russian based scholars, offered several intriguing
presentations related to the newest findings and field researches (JImutpuii Ba-
cwibeB, Cmena OKyHe8CKol Kyabmypol u3 Xaxacuu ¢ miopKCKol pyHUYeCcKoU HAo-
nucvio u mameou xvipavizckux npasumernet; Huxonat Ceperun, Armai @ panme-
miopkckoe epems; Hukomait PeidakoB, Kapma manuxetickux mapupymos 6 Llen-
mpansvrou Azuu: FOe-Cegep; Aunpeii benssun — Hartanps KpwimacoBa, Bzaumo-
Oeticmeue Ilpedypanvs u nHaceneHus caimoso-masayKol apxeonocuyeckol Kyaibhy-
put; Krisztina Hoppal, New shades of old materials. Changing roles of gold and
glass artefacts in the barbarian states of China;, Anekceit Tumikun, Armail 6
npeomIopKCKoe 8pemsl, Ho Mamepuanam ucciedosanuti namamuuxa Anoman-II).



476 GOLDEN HORDE REVIEW. 2017. Vol. 5, no. 2

Last but not least, four papers presented at the conference were related to the
history of the Golden Horde. Two Hungarian scholars affiliated with host
institution provided insightful papers dealing with different groups of sources
important for the Juchid history. Szilvia Kovacs discussed activities of a Franciscan
missionary, Hungarian friar Stephen, who was murdered in Sarai in 1334,
providing in addition general overview of the minorite activities at the beginning of
the fourteenth century (Sz. Kovacs, An unremembered Hungarian Friar’s
martyrdom in the Golden Horde), while Csaba GoOncdl analyzed place of the
eponymous forefather of the clan Sirin in the work of famous eighteenth century
writer Qirimi (Cs. Goncdl, Riiktemiir Beg in the Chronicle of ‘Abdu I-Gaffar
QOwimi). Bulgarian historian Konstantin Golev discussed some aspects of the Battle
of Kalka river (1223) and offered new hypotheses related to the accounts presented
in the Russian chronicles and internal dissenssions between the Russian and the
Cuman camp on the eve of the battle (K. Golev, The Battle of the Kalka River — a
tentative reconstruction). Finally, the author of these words presented his paper
focused on the ethnic and religious conditions in the western lands of the Golden
Horde in the late thirteenth century, on the basis of Western, Slavic, Byzantine and
Oriental Sources (A. Uzelac, An Empire within an Empire? — Ethnic, Religious and
Demographic Realities in the Ulus of Nogai).

Invited by the organizers, participants of the conference visited Ferenc Moéra
Museum in Szeged on November 26. Particular interest was shown to the
museum’s permanent exhibition of the golden artefacts, including the collection
from the Age of the Huns.

The proceedings of the conference are planned to be published in 2017, as a
separate volume of the journal Chronica — Annual of The Institute of History,
University of Szeged. Considering the quality and variety of the papers, presented
at this occasion, there is no doubt that it will attract the attention of the growing
community of researchers and scholars interested in the medieval history of
Eurasia.
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[lecras MexayHapoaHas KOH(GEPEHIHS, MOCBSIICHHAS CPEIHEBEKOBOM ncTtopuu EB-
pasuiickux crernei Obuia mpoBeneHa B BeHrepckoM ropone Cerex 23-26 HosOpst 2016 r.
Opranuszaropom storo Mmeponpusatust crana MTA-SZTE («Benrepckast akageMust HayK —
Yuusepcuter Cerena») Tropkojornieckas nccieoBaTebcKas IpyIa oT/aesNa alTauCTHKH
n meaueBuctukun PDakynprera mckycctB Cerenckoro yHuBepcurera. Ha KoH(epeHmn
MPHUHSUIA ydacTue Oosee Tpuamaté ydeHolx w3 Benrpum, Poccun, Typrun, Kuras, Vcmna-
Hun, bonrapun u Cepbun. OPunnanbHBIMU S3bIKAMHA KOH(GEPEHIINH ObUTA aHTITHHACKUAN 1
pycckuii. IlpencraBieHHble MOKIaAbl PacCMAaTPUBAIN Pa3IMYHBIE ACIEKTHl HCTOPUH H
apXxeoJIOTHH KOUYEBHUKOB OT PAaHHETO CPEIHEBEKOBBS JI0 CEMHAALATOTO Beka. B ToM umcie
HECKOJIPKO JJOKJIAZI0B OBLIM CBSI3aHBI C MCTOPHEH, NCTOYHHKOBEACHUEM M OOIECTBOM 30-
noroir Opapl. Marepuansl KoHGpepeHIMH OyxyT OMyONWKOBAaHBI B OTICIHLHOM BBIIMYCKE
xkypHana Chronica — Annual of The Institute of History, University of Szeged. YdauTbiBas
Ka4yecTBO ¥ pa3HOOOpa3ue MpeCTaBICHHBIX JO0KIIA/I0B, HET COMHEHHH B TOM, YTO 3Ta Myo0-
JIMKALKsl IPUBJICUET BHUMAHKE PACTYIIEro coo0IIecTBa UCCIeIoBaTeNel U YUeHbIX, 3aHU-
MaloIKXCs CPEJHEBEKOBOM uctopueit Eppasuu.

Knrouegvle cnosa: mexayHaponHas KOH(GEPEHIHS, CPEJHEBEKOBbIE KOUeBHUKN EBpa-
31UH, NCTOPUSI MOHTOJILCKOI MMITEPHH, NCTOYHUKOBEICHNE, apXEOJIOTHs
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