SARMATIAN CHILDREN GRAVES IN WALLACHIA
AND MOLDAVIA!*
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The studies on the social organization of the Sar-
matians are still very few (Yatsenko 2003, 88),
and the attention was focused either on reviewing
the data from written sources (Yatsenko 2003,
93-95), or on the distinctions that can be made
within the members of the elite (Yatsenko 2003,
95; Kpusoiiee 2017, 56-58), but most of all on
the special social status of women (Istvanovits,
Kulesar 2011, 201-218; fAreHko 2001, 244-252;
Anenko 2007, 58-65; Anenko 2015, 6-13).

Several years ago, we reviewed the main features
of the Sarmatian children graves in Wallachia as
part of an attempt to delineate the specific of the
graves which can be attributed to men or women
based on the inventory (Ota, Sirbu, Matei 2013,
325-352, especially 328-330 on the graves of chil-
dren). The abovementioned study aimed to pro-
vide another overview of the Sarmatian burials in
Wallachia that would go beyond the usual model
of the older or newer scientific literature in Ro-
mania on this subject.

I have decided to resume a specific issue then
approached, namely that of the children graves,
in an attempt to complete, as much as possible
based on the current archaeological data, the im-
age of the Sarmatian communities in Wallachia
and Moldavia, outlined in several previous stud-
ies (Ota, Sirbu 2009, 137-197; Ota, Sirbu 20164,
261-284; Sirbu et al. 2014, 93-133).

From the very beginning, definitions are to be
made. Several studies have questioned lately
the use of the term “Sarmatians” either in gen-
eral (Dan 2017, 113; Mordvinceva 2009, 237;
Mordvintseva 2013, 203-216), or with reference
to certain areas, especially the north of the Black
Sea (MopasuHIleBa 2015, 111-112, 126-130). [ have
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already drawn attention (Ota, Sirbu 2012, 128) to
the fact that I do not use the term “Sarmatians” to
designate an ethnic reality, but I use it in the same
sense it is used by the ancient literary sources —
a generic name covering a diversity of tribes (a
review of the various names encountered in the
written sources at Olbrycht 2000, 116-129) that
probably had specific names, a diversity in which,
however, certain common general features can be
distinguished.

The variety of the archaeological discoveries in
the space that is perceived as being inhabited by
populations generically designated by the Greek
or Latin historiography as “Sarmatians” is the
reason for which the following analysis will be
limited to only one case study — that of the Sar-
matian children burials in Wallachia (territory
between the Danube and the Carpathian Moun-
tains, bordered to the west by the Olt River) and
Moldavia (more precisely the area between the
Prut River and the Carpathian Mountains). I
chose these two regions (pl. 1) because, despite
some detail differences, both are border areas of
the conglomerate of steppe populations, and the
vicinity with the Roman Empire (in the case of
Wallachia) and with the Dacians (in the case of
Moldavia) has left its mark, manifested through
the Roman control over the Sarmatian commu-
nities in Wallachia (Ota 2007, 51-55; Ota 2016,
129-150; Ota, Sirbu 2013, 291) and the secondary,
perhaps even subordinate role of the Sarmatians
in Moldavia in relation to the Dacians (Ota, Sirbu
2016b, 215-219, 230-234).

An approach to analyze children graves is from
the very beginning conditioned by anthropologi-
cal determinations. From a total number that, at
the current stage of research, does not seem to
exceed 270 Sarmatian graves discovered in Wal-
lachia (Ota 2016, 131-132), 47 burials were attrib-
uted to children (Ota, Sirbu, Matei 2013, 328),
three to teenagers (Ota, Sirbu, Matei 2013, 330-
331) and 89 to adults (either as a result of the
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Pl. 1. Sarmatian children graves in Wallachia and Moldavia (the numbers on the map coincides with the numbers
in the catalog).

anthropological analysis, or of the estimation of
the archaeologists). To these 138 funerary struc-
tures, 11 others can be added, which based on
the photographs or the published drawings were
estimated by Alexandra Comsa as belonging to
adults? — Bucuresti-Mogosoaia (Tzony 1975, 283,
fig. 1), G. 3 and G. 6 in Buziu-sud (Drambocianu
1981, 52 and 53-54, figs. 4/3 and 5/3), one grave
in Rusetu (Bichir 1996, 310, fig. 4/3), G. 1 and G.
2 in Jugureanu (Bichir 1977, 173, fig. 5/1; Bichir
1996, 310, fig. 4/1-2), G. 1 in Liscoteanca-Mos
Filon (Hartuche 1980a, 208, fig. 8/3; Ota, Sirbu
20009, 124, fig. 10/3), G. 17 in Liscoteanca-Movila
Olarului (Hartuche 1980a, 207-208, fig. 8/1, 9/1;
Ota, Sirbu 2009, 128, fig. 9/4), G. 7 in Oltenita-
Renie (Morintz, Ionescu 1970, 39, 43, 45, fig.
2), G. 1 in Sandulita (Ulanici 1984, 113, fig. 1/2)
and G. 4 in Galatui (CCA 2001, 141, fig. 8). The
presence of a dagger in other five graves — Ve-
dea (Sirbu et al. 2014, 85, no. 46), Cazanesti G.

©

The assumptions of Alexandra Comsa have a certain margin
of error, due to their being conditioned by the correctness
of the published drawings. If these drawings are indeed cor-
rect, then the fact that the epiphyses are fused with their
diaphyses could indicate an adult skeleton. I would like the-
reby to thank once again to Alexandra Comsa for the help
and advice she has always given me.
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1 (Sirbu et al. 2014, 34-35), Oltenita-Iordoc G. 6
(Sirbu et al. 2014, 62), Oltenita-Renie G. 3 (Sirbu
et al. 2014, 64-65) and Nicolae Balcescu (Sirbu et
al. 2014, 58, nr. 27, all of them with the previous
bibliography) — can be considered as an indication
of the burial of adults3, which results in a total of
152 Sarmatian graves in Wallachia for which the
age of the deceased is known/estimated. Even so,
the number of structures for which the age of the
buried individuals cannot be known or estimated
remains very high (over 100), a fact which at first
glance might seem to be a reason strong enough
to abandon any such analysis of the Sarmatian
graves in Wallachia. However, the careful read-
ing of the circumstances of the discovery of each
grave greatly nuances this bleak picture. 31 graves
were destroyed and from some of them only the

3 Of course, in the absence of anthropological analyses, this
observation can be questioned. Indeed, for later periods,
there are some examples of deposits of adult grave-goods in
graves belonging to children or preadolescents (Curta 2009,
310; Effros 2006, 160; Graenert 2004, 186; Hirke 1994,
36). However, considering that, at least so far, I do not have
information on any burial with weapons belonging to a child
in the case of the Sarmatians in Wallachia, Moldavia, Banat
or Crisana, I think that the assumption that the deposits of
weapons seem to characterize the graves of adults can be
accepted, of course, with the adequate reserves.
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inventory could be recovered (partially or totally),
while six other graves were partially destroyed or
disturbed. 15 funerary structures attributed to the
Sarmatians were only mentioned in the literature
or published without too many details — Calarasi
G. 5 (Sirbu et al. 2014, 27), Hagieni (Sirbu et al.
2014, 52-53, no. 21), Nana (Sirbu et al. 2014,
58, no. 26), Zimnicea (Sirbu et al. 2014, 90, no.
50), two burials in Oltenita-Valea Mare Filatura
(Sirbu et al. 2014, 69, nos. 28-34 H) and nine
graves in Chirnogi (Sirbu et al. 2014, 37-38, nos.
11-12). Other 27 burials are still unpublished — 17
graves in Targsor (Niculescu 2003, 182), nine in
Ploiesti-Triaj (Bichir 1971, 276; Bichir 1972, 139;
Bichir 1977, 172, 193; Bichir 1985, 1167) and one in
Moisica (Drambocianu 1981, 54, 55), which means
that in reality we can speak of only 38 funerary
structures attributed to the Sarmatians in Walla-
chia for which the anthropological analysis would
have been possible, but it has not been done.

At the current stage of publication of the findings,
the number of graves attributed to the Sarmatians
in Moldavia seems to be around 220 (Ota, Sirbu
2016b, 214 and 230). 18 funerary structures were
determined either by the archaeologist or the an-
thropologist as belonging to children and seven
to teenagers — Barlad-Fabrica de confectii G. 1
(Palade 1978-1979, 249, 250, 252, no. 3; Mazilu
1985-1986, 81, no. 29.1; Ionitd, Mamalauca, Vor-
nic 2009, 10, no. X and 33), Driguseni-Ostrov
G. 3 (Crismaru 1977, 137), Mitoc G. 1 (N. Za-
haria 1959, 20-21; Chirica 1979, 634; Mazilu
1985-1986, 68; Pidunescu, Sadurschi, Chirica
1976, 190, no. XLI. 1. E), Prajeni-Alimandra G.
4 (Sadurschi, Ungureanu 1997, 40; CCA 1983-
1992, 77, no. 53), Trusesti G. 6m and G. 8m
(Petrescu-Dimbovita, Florescu, Florescu 1999,
616), Valea Lupului-Movila G. 8 (Dinu 1957, 174;
Chirica, Tanasachi 1985, 346, no. LXII. 5. B. II.
3). I have excluded from among the Sarmatian
graves G. 1 in Valea Lupului-Terasa, which be-
longed to a teenager, because the presence among
the grave-goods of an earring with polyhedral-
shaped end (Petrescu-Dimbovita et al. 1954b, fig.
11/2=Bichir 1972, pl. IX/2=Bichir 1977, pl. 18/2)
suggests a dating later, in the early Migration pe-
riod (Harhoiu 1998, 62-63, type IV.1.6.1.2 and
193, no. 94). 17 other possible burials of adults
can be added to the 45 graves determined by the
anthropologist or the archaeologists as belong-
ing to adults — seven according to the published
drawings, provided that they are indeed cor-

rect — Mitoc G. 6 (Sovan, Chirica 1983, 80, fig.
1/3), Prijeni-Nelipesti G. 1 (Ursulescu, Sadurschi
1986, 18-19, fig. 3/1), Trusesti G. 15m (Petrescu-
Dimbovita, Florescu, Florescu 1999, 6, fig. 385
¢), Valea Lupului-Terasa G. 6 (Dinu 1955, 79,
fig. 11), Cioinagi-Balintesti G. 1 (E. Zaharia 19509,
897, fig. 1), Albesti (Sovan, Chirica 1983, 81, fig.
3/1) and Ciocani (Palade 1978-1979, 253, no. 5,
fig. 6/1) — and 10 considering the deposit of the
dagger — Tecuci G. 4 (Vendelin 1940, 101-102),
Barlad-Depozit G. 3 (Palade 1978-1979, 252, no.
4; Mazilu 1985-1986, 81, no. 29.2; Barca 2006,
289, no. 26), Ivesti G. 3 (Palade 1978-1979, 253,
no. 6; Mazilu 1985-1986, 82, no. 31), Manoleasa
G. 1 (Paunescu, Sadurschi, Chirica 1976, 159, no.
XXXVI. 1. A; Mazilu 1985-1986, 69, no. 2), Podu
Iloaiei (Chirica, Tanasachi 1985, 309-310, no.
LVI. 1. L), Serbotesti (Ionita 1964, 312; Mazilu
1985-1986, 78, no. 22), Untesti G. 1 (Palade 1978-
1979, 247; Mazilu 1985-1986, 80, no. 26), Sat-
Nou G. 2 (Palade 1981, 71-72, no. 4), possibly also
Dangeni G. 1 (Ionitd 1964, 311-312; Pdunescu,
Sadurschi, Chirica 1976, 112, no. XIX. 1. B; Mazi-
Iu 1985-1986, 72, no. 8; Sovan 2013, 149, no. 2)
and Valea Lupului-Terasa G. 10 (Dinu 1955, 79,
80). Just as in the case of the Sarmatian burials
in Wallachia, apparently the number of graves
for which the determination or estimation of the
age of the deceased was possible is low — only 87.
For the rest of the funerary structures attributed
to the Sarmatians in Moldavia, the actual short-
coming of the research is rather the unexpectedly
large number of graves still unpublished — 23
graves in Pogoristi (Pdunescu, Sadurschi, Chir-
ica 1976, 217, no. XLVIII.3.G; Ionita 1976, 475),
24 in Probota (12 graves according to E. Zaharia,
N. Zaharia 1962; 14 according to Mazilu 1985-
1986, 70, no. 4.1; 22 according to Bichir 1971, 276
and 1972, 138; 25 according to Bichir 1977, 168
and Bichir 1985, 1166), 12 in Prijeni (CCA 1983-
1992, 77, no. 53), one in Racatau (Capitanu 1979,
40; Mazilu 1985-1986, 80, no. 27), two in Straho-
tin (CCA 1983-1992, 104, no. 68), at least three
in Slobozia-Hanesti (Diaconu 2010, 47-49, 73;
Sovan 2013, 241, nos. 45-46) and one in Tutova-
Lutarie (Bichir 1993, 143), therefore a total of
66 funerary structures — than the fact that the
graves were published without anthropological
determinations (only 28). For the remaining 38
graves, the anthropological analysis is no longer
possible, either because of the total destruction
of the skeletons or the disturbance of the grave.
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Pl. 2. Anthropological determinations for Sarmatian graves in Wallachia and Moldavia. 1 - Buzdu-sud;
2 - Cildrasi; 3 - Cetatea Veche; 4 - Ciulnita; 5 - Draguseni; 6 - Focsani; 7 - Galatui; 8 - Isaiia; 9 - Jilava;
10 - Liscoteanca-Mos Filon; 11 - Mariuta; 12 - Mitoc; 13 - Pogorésti; 14 - Probota; 15 - Ramnicelu; 16 - Smeieni;
17 - Vaslui; 18 - Vitanesti; 19 - Vladeni.

At least in the current stage of research and pub-
lication, the percentage of children graves seems
to be reduced by reference to the total number of
the Sarmatian funerary structures in Wallachia or
Moldavia (around 13%). The automatic equiva-
lence between a group of burials and a Sarmatian
community entails some risks, especially since
the Sarmatian settlements have not been certain-
ly documented from the archaeological point of
view, at least for the time being*. As far back as
2009, I have drawn attention to the fact that we
cannot know precisely whether a group of buri-
als reflects a single community, because we can-
not exclude the possibility that more small groups
and/or isolated burials belong in fact to the same
community that moves on a relatively limited ter-
ritory (Ota, Sirbu 2009, 187).

IS

Yatsenko 2003, 92 draws attention to the fact that the refe-
rences of the ancient authors to the Sarmatian settlements
were questioned from the very beginning, due to the stere-
otype imposed by the nomadism of the steppe populations.
However, a careful analysis of the context of certain disco-
veries (Sirbu et al. 2014, 31, nos. 4-6. J, 35, no. 8, 53, no. 22,
72-73, nos. 36-37, 85, no. 45, 94) indicates that not all of
them can be interpreted as graves.
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The conclusions of the analysis of the groups of
graves can only be used with some caution in
order to shape the image of the everyday life of
the Sarmatian communities in Wallachia or Mol-
davia, but this does not mean that an approach
attempting to go beyond the statistics of the fu-
nerary ritual features must be rejected a priori
as being dangerous or unnecessary. Even though
the relationship between children and adult buri-
als in a particular group of graves may not reflect
the real balance between the adults and the chil-
dren within a particular Sarmatian community, a
review of the proportion between the adult and
children graves reveals an unexpectedly varied
picture of the various groups of burials, whose
explanation is not decoded now, but could be a
subject of reflection in the future.

Unfortunately, for a large number of groups of
graves, the ratio between the burials of children
and adults cannot be knowns: Chirnogi (eight

5 Areview of the ratio between the graves of children and tho-
se of adults in the case of the Sarmatian graves in Wallachia
can be found in Ota, Sirbu, Matei 2013, 327-328.
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graves — Sirbu et al. 2014, 37-38, nos. 11-12 and
124, with the previous bibliography), Dorobantu
(five burials — Sirbu et al. 2014, 42-44, no. 16 and
128, with the previous bibliography), Oltenita-
Coada Lupului (three graves — Sirbu et al. 2014,
58-59, nos. 28-34 A and 125, with the previous
bibliography), Oltenita-Iordoc (eight graves —
Sirbu et al. 2014, 59-62, nos. 28-34 C and 123-
124, with the previous bibliography), Oltenita-
Renie (16 graves — Sirbu et al. 2014, 63-68, nos.
28-34 F and 121-122, with the previous bibliog-
raphy), Ulmeni (five graves — Sirbu et al. 2014,
76-84, no. 41 and 127-128, with the previous bib-
liography), Calirasi G. 6-10 (five graves — Sirbu
et al. 2014, 27-30, nos. 4-6 F and 124-125, with
the previous bibliography). The groups of exclu-
sive burials consisting only of funerary struc-
tures of adults or children are relatively few and
the number of graves is generally low. So far, the
only group of graves of children only is the one in
Ciresu (two burials — Ota, Sirbu 2009, 120, no. 6
and 190-191, with the previous bibliography) and
other 10 groups revealed only burials of adults:
Braila-Hipodrom (five graves — Ota, Sirbu 2009,
117-118, no. 1 and 191-192, with the previous bib-
liography), Driguseni-Ostrov (again five graves,
of which four of adults and one of a teenager —
Crismaru 1977, 136-137; Crismaru 1981, 83-87;
Barca 2006, 306-307, no. 53), Tichilesti (four
graves — Ota, Sirbu 2009, 133-134, no. 19 and 196,
with the previous bibliography), Giurcani (four
graves — Buzdugan 1981, 7-15; Buzdugan 1982,
29-30; Bichir 1993, 152, 154-156, 158, 159; Barca
2006, 312-314, nos. 62-66), Liscoteanca-Movila
din balta (three burials — Ota, Sirbu 2009, 126,
no. 12 and 189, with the previous bibliography),
Smeieni-Movila mare (the same — Frinculeasa
et al. 2017, 54-55, 58, 177-181, 186-188, with the
previous bibliography), Jugureanu (the same —
Ota, Sirbu 2009, 123-124, no. 10 and 189-190,
with the previous bibliography), Galatui (three
definitely Sarmatian graves of adults and one
child burial, however chronologically uncertain —
Sirbu et al. 2014, 48-51, no. 19 and 125, with the
previous bibliography), probably also Buzau-sud
(six burials of adults, with the observation that
we do not know the actual situation, since other
graves were destroyed — Drimbocianu 1981, 50-
54) and possibly Cioinagi (three adults and one
grave impossible to determine — E. Zaharia 1959,
897-900). A balanced proportion between the
graves of children and the graves of adults (pl. 3)
may be observed in three cases: Ramnicelu (16
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Pl 3. Age ratio in Sarmatian groups of graves.

graves, of which seven of adults, eight of children
and one undetermined grave — Ota, Sirbu 20009,
130-132, no. 16 and 185-187), Isaiia (13 graves, of
which seven of adults and six of children — Ur-
sulescu, Kogdlniceanu 2002-2004, 27-35), possi-
bly also Valea Lupului-Movila (seven burials, of
which three of children and one of a teenager —
Dinu 1957, 174; Dinu 1959 a, 248; Dinu 1959 b,
204; Chirica, Tanasachi 1985, 346, no. LXII. 5. B.
II. 3; Mazilu 1985-1986, 76, no. 17).
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In the case of other eight clusters (pl. 3), the
graves of adults were predominant: Trusesti (15
graves, of which 12 adults, two teenagers and one
child — Petrescu-Dimbovita, Florescu, Florescu
1999, 613-617), Gradistea (10 graves, of which
seven of adults, two of children and one female
teenager — Ota, Sirbu 2009, 120-123, no. 7 and
192-195, with the previous bibliography), Largu
(10 graves, of which five adults, two children, one
female teenager and two undetermined graves —
Dragomir 1957, 300, 302, 304; Dragomir, Croito-
ru 2011, 40-45, with the previous bibliography),
Liscoteanca-Mos Filon (six graves, of which four
adults and two children — Ota, Sirbu 2009, 124-
126, no. 11 and 187-189, with the previous bibli-
ography), Mitoc (six burials, of which four adults,
one female teenager and one child — N. Zaharia
1959, 20-21; Chirica 1979, 631-634; Sovan, Chir-
ica 1983, 79-80; Mazilu 1985-1986, 69, no. 1),
Ciulnita (six burials, of which three of adults, two
of children and one undetermined grave — Renta
2016, 86-87, 94, 96-97, 98; Sirbu et al. 2014, 126-
127), Draguseni-La Ocoale (four graves, of which
two of adults, one of a teenager or young man and
one of a child — Crismaru 1977, 133-135), Spiru
Haret (three graves, of which two of adults and
one of a child — Ota, Sirbu 2009, 133, no. 18 and
196, with the previous bibliography), to which
could be added Targsor (of the 18 graves pub-
lished so far, 15 belong to adults and only three
to children — Diaconu 1965, 20-22) and possibly
Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului (12 graves, of which
six of adults, three of children and three undeter-
mined graves — Ota, Sirbu 2009, 126-128, no. 13
si 185-187, with the previous bibliography). The
predominance of the children graves (pl. 3) can
be noted in three cases: Bucu (14 graves, of which
nine children and five teenagers — Sirbu et al.
2014, 16-24, no. 3 and 123, with the previous bib-
liography), Pauleasca (six burials, of which four of
children, one of an adult and one undetermined
burial — Sirbu et al. 2014, 69-72, no. 35 and 126,
with the previous bibliography) and Jilava (three
graves, of which two of children and one undeter-
mined grave — Rosetti 1934, 208-209).

If we attempt to correlate the total number of
graves in a group with the proportion of graves,
we can notice some interesting aspects, synthe-
sized in Table 1. In the case of the large groups
(with at least 10 graves — pl. 3), a balanced propor-
tion between the graves of adults and the graves
of children was seen for two of them (Ramnicelu
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and Isaiia), in the case of five others the burials
of adults are predominant (Trusesti, Gradistea,
Largu, probably also Targsor and Liscoteanca-
Mouvila Olarului®), while the exception is repre-
sented, at least so far, by Bucu, where the children
graves are prevalent. The groups with an average
number of graves (ranging from nine to four —
pl. 3) are the most diverse: a) with a balanced
structure (maybe Valea Lupului-Movila, should
it turn out that the three undetermined burials
belong to adults), b) predominantly with graves
of adults (Liscoteanca-Mos Filon, Ciulnita, Mi-
toc and Draguseni-La Ocoale), ¢) predominantly
with graves of children (Pauleasca) or d) exclu-
sively with graves of adults (Braila-Hipodrom,
Tichilesti, Giurcani, Driguseni-Ostrov, possibly
also Buzau-sud and Cioinagi). Probably as a mat-
ter of course, in the case of the small groups (two
and three burials — Pl. 3) exclusivity prevails, be it
of adults (Liscoteanca-Movila din balta, Smeieni-
Movila mare, Jugureanu, possibly also Galatui),
or of children (Ciresu), with two exceptions of
predominance of children graves (Jilava) or of
adults graves (Spiru Haret).

Of the total of 65 graves of children (pl. 1) current-
ly available for analysis’, six are isolated graves:
Candesti, Prijeni-Lutdarie, Larga Jijia, Vaslui G.
5, Mériuta G. 2 and VIiddeni. Two explanations
are already required. The first concerns the inclu-
sion of G. 2 in Mériuta and G. 5 in Vaslui among
the isolated graves. In relation to G. 2 in Mariuta,
I have drawn attention on another occasion (Ota,
Sirbu 2016a, 262) to the chronological gap be-
tween the two Sarmatian graves discovered there
up to now, which could be an argument in favour
of the hypothesis that, this funerary structure was
isolated, at least initially. The big distance be-
tween G. 1 and G. 5 in Vaslui (Andronic, Neamtu,
Banu 1962, fig. 1) and the fact that between them
there were no other discoveries of Sarmatian fu-
nerary structures are arguments in favour of the
hypothesis that the two graves in Vaslui did not
form a proper group, but in fact were isolated

¢ Unfortunately, the presence at Liscoteanca-Movila Ola-
rului of three graves for which the age of the deceased in
unknown, requires a lot of caution in formulating assess-
ments, because, although classified in this analysis among
the groups with graves of adults preponderantly, if all three
deceased with undetermined age would have be children,
then the situation would have been radically different, with
the said group belonging to the category with a balanced
presence of children and adult burials.

For the bibliography of each grave, see the catalogue, at the
end of the paper.
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Table 1
The proportion of graves of adults and children in the case of the groups of Sarmatian
graves
Balance between
the graves of Predominance | Predominance 4.0 Exclusivity
. Exclusivity of graves
adults/children of graves of of graves of £ adult of graves
(total number of adults children ot aduils of children
graves)
Trusesti (15)
Gradistea (10)
Ramnicelu (16) LAa rgu (10)
Large groups Isaiia (13) Targsor (18 Bucu (14)
(over 10 graves) published) (?)
Liscoteanca-
Movila Olarului
(12) ()
Liscoteanca-Mos Braila-Hipodrom (5)
Filon (6) Tichilesti (4)
Average groups | V. Lupului —Movila Ciulnita (6) o Draguseni-Ostrov (5)
(4-9 graves) WIW) Mitoc (6) Pauleasca (6) Giurcani tumuli (4)
Draguseni-La Buzau-sud (6) (?)
Ocoale (4) Cioinagi (4) (?)
Liscoteanca-Movila din
baltd (3)
?fgagrgal;/oeg)s Spiru Haret (3) Jilava (3) Smelem-]\éo)vlla Mare Ciresu
Jugureanu (3)
Gilatui (3) (?)

burials. The second explanation refers to the ex-
clusion from the present analysis of two burials
of children — Vaslui-Gura Bustei and Giurcani T.
1 G. 7. The assumption of the two authors (Ro-
taru, Chiriac 2004-2006, 38-40) that the grave in
Vaslui-Gura Bustei belongs to a child is generated
by the very small diameter of the two bronze wire
bracelets (6.2 cm and 6.9 cm). Even if located on
the territory of a Roman province, namely Moesia
Inferior, the rural necropolis in Kragulevo pro-
vided two examples that showed us how mislead-
ing such a judgment can be, when based only on
impressions: the diameter of the adult bracelet
in G. 50 was of 7.1 cm, while the diameter of the
bracelet found in G. 69 belonging to a child was
of 7.6 cm (Vasiléin 1996-1997, 54-55 for G. 50
and 58-59 for G. 69). As regards G. 7 in tumulus
1 of Giurcani-Argeaua, the fact that it does not
have any grave-goods and the crouched position
of the skeleton prevent any definite chronological
attribution, despite the attempts to support the
dating of the abovementioned structure either
to the period of transition from the Eneolithic to
the Bronze Age as presumed by the author of the
excavations (Buzdugan 1981, 13), or to the first
century A.D., as Gh. Bichir (Bichir 1993, 157-159)

seems to finally think, although he had previously
drawn attention in a correct manner to the fact
that ,ethno-cultural attributions cannot be made
solely based on the position and orientation of the
skeletons, if the ritual details and the grave-goods
are absent” (Bichir 1993, 157).

The majority of Sarmatian burials of children were
discovered in groups of graves. Most frequently,
the number of graves of children in a group is
two — eight cases (Jilava, Largu, Ciresu, Ciulnita,
Gradistea, Liscoteanca-Mos Filon, Oltenita-Renie
and Ulmeni) or one — seven cases (Oltenita-
Iordoc, Spiru Haret, Draguseni-La Ocoale,
Glavinestii Vechi, Holboca, Mitoc, Trusesti).
Three children graves in the same group are
much less frequent — Ligcoteanca-Movila Olaru-
lui, Valea Lupului-Movild and possibly Targsor,
judging based only on the discoveries published
up to this time. Higher numbers of graves of chil-
dren are recorded as very exceptional occurrenc-
es: four burials/group (Piuleasca), six burials/
group (Isaiia), eight burials/group (Ramnicelu)
and nine burials/group (Bucu).

I believe that, at least for the current stage of
research, it would be useful to find out the per-
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centage of burials of children within the various
groups, although one may object that such an ap-
proach does not reflect the actual situation, not
even in the case of the burials and an anthropo-
logical analysis could change the data at any time.
If we take into account all the groups of Sarma-
tian graves in which burials of children have been
discovered, therefore also those for which the ex-
act ratio between the graves of children and the
graves of adults (underlined in the table below)
is not known, the result is a very high variation of
the percentage of the number of children burials/
group ranging from 100% to 6.66%, according to
Table 2.

Alook at the above table shows that, at least at the
current stage of the discoveries, the small groups
of graves (two and three burials) are character-
ized by significant percentages of children graves
(between 100% and 33.33%). Medium-sized
groups (between nine and four graves) are het-
erogeneous, with percentages varying between
66.66% and 12.5%, although the majority focuses
between 40% and 25%. The large groups show
either high percentages of child burials (between

64.28% and 46.15% — Bucu, Ramnicelu and Isai-
ia), or rather low percentages (between 25% and
12.5%), or even very low (the case in Trusesti,
with only 6.66%).

The absence of plans of the groups of graves con-
siderably hinders the answer to the question on
the place of the graves of children in the area
where the burials were performed. The few pub-
lished plans show the tendency towards group-
ing the graves of children within the group. This
tendency is most clearly observed in the graves
at Ramnicelu (pl. 4/2) — where six of the eight
children graves were aligned in a row in the cen-
ter of the group, except for G. 16 and G. 20 that
occupied a peripheral position (Hartuche 1980
a, fig. 4; Ota, Sirbu 2009, fig. 12/2). The same
grouping and central position of the graves of
children (G. 2, G. 6, G. 13 — pl. 5/1) can also be
observed at Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului (Ota,
Sirbu 2009, fig. 12/1), but this layout does not
involve also identical orientations of the skeleton
in any of the cases. The two graves of children in
Largu (pl. 4/1) were situated side by side (Drag-
omir, Croitoru 2011, fig. 10). Another way of ar-

Table 2

The percentage of children burials in the groups of Sarmatian graves

No. (e s No. of c!nildren Total nu.mber Percentage ?f chil-
burials of burials dren burials
1. |Ciresu 2 2 100 %
2. |Jilava 2 3 66,66%
3. | Pauleasca 4 6 66,66%
5. Bucu 9 14 64,28%
6. |Ramnicelu 8 16 50%
7. Holboca 1 2 50%
8. Isaiia 6 13 46,15%
9. |Ulmeni 2 5 40%
10. |Valea Lupului-Movild 3 7 37,5%
11. | Liscoteanca-Mos Filon 2 6 33,33%
12. |Spiru Haret 1 3 33,33%
13. |Glavinestii Vechi 1 3 33,33%
14. |Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului 3 12 25%
15. | Ciulnita 2 25%
16. | Draguseni-La Ocoale 1 4 25%
17. | Largu 2 10 20%
18. |Gradistea 2 10 20%
19. |Targsor 3 18 published 16,66%
20. |Mitoc 1 6 16,66%
21. | Oltenita-Renie 2 16 12,5%
22, | Oltenita-Tordoc 1 8 12,5%
23. | Trusesti 1 15 6,66%

N
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ranging the children graves can be seen in Isaiia
(Ursulescu, Kogilniceanu 2002-2004, fig. 1),
where three graves of children (G. 10, G. 11 and
G. 16 — pl. 6/1) were arranged in a row at the edge
of the group, while the remaining three children
graves were arranged near the grave of an adult:
G. 6 (9-12 months old child)+G. 5 (male about 30
years of age); G. 4 (6-9 months old child)+G. 13
(25-30 years old female) and G. 7 (2-3 months
old child)+G. 8 (female about 30 years of age).
The situation at Bucu (Renta 2000, fig. 2) is fairly
similar, with G. 2, G. 3 and G. 4 — all graves of
children, being grouped at the edge of the burial
area (pl. 7/2), while another child grave, G. 5,
was situated near G. 9, which belongs to an adult
without grave-goods.

Most of the children graves are flat, with 25 ex-
ceptions arranged in tells (Candesti, Ramnicelu,
Liscoteanca-Mos  Filon, Liscoteanca-Movila
Olarului, Spiru Haret, Ciresu), in older tumuli
(Glavanestii Vechi, Ciulnita and G. 3 at Valea
Lupului-Movild), in higher landforms (Holboca
and Vladeni) or in sand dunes (Largu). The cases
of particular arrangements of the pit are few. The
child skeleton in G. 220 at Targsor was buried
diagonally in a large pit, almost square-shaped.
Under the skull of the child buried at Candesti
(PL. 9/6) was observed a river stone, under which
there was a bone, probably of a bird, deposited as
an offering, according to the author of the discov-
ery (Bobi 1982-1984, 333). A fragment of a stone
grinder attributed to the Precucuteni culture was
placed in vertical position, to the right of the body
of the child in G. 10 at Isaiia (pl. 6/2), whose pit
was covered with clay slabs of the Neolithic kiln.
Moreover, at Isaiia, in G. 6, the skeleton was cov-
ered with fragments from a ceramic cover be-
longing to the Precucuteni culture. Instead, the
presence of a stone 12 cm north of the skull of the
little girl in G. 2 at Mariuta (pl. 5/3) seems to be
accidental, rather due to the way of filling of the
pit than to an intentional deposit. One of the very
rare double graves registered in the case of the
Sarmatians in Wallachia or Moldavia, the one at
Glavanestii Vechi, contained two deceased — an
adult and a child buried approximately 20 cm
higher.

The predominant orientation of the graves of
children is N-S, with the variations NNE-SSW
or NNW-SSE (30 cases), which are added by an-
other eight graves whose deceased were buried
in the NE-SW or NW-SE direction. The excep-
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Pl. 6. 1 - Isaiia — plan (after Ursulescu, Kogélniceanu
2002-2004); 2 - Isaiia G. 10 and G. 11 (after
Ursulescu, Kogalniceanu 2002-2004).

tions are only 11 — seven graves W-E oriented
(Liscoteanca-Mouvila Olarului G. 2, Ramnicelu G.
4, G. 5,G. 6, G. 8, G. 16, Ulmeni G. 5), two E-W
oriented (Vladeni and Ramnicelu G. 9) and two
S-N oriented (Ligscoteanca-Movila Olarului G. 6
and Pauleasca G. 23). Unfortunately, the orienta-
tion of the skeleton could not be determined for
16 graves.

Though questioned by the large number of cases
where the position of the skeleton is not known
(24), a few observations may however be sketched.
The most common position is with the body laid
out in dorsal position, with the arms and legs ex-
tended, therefore position 12 (28 certain cases and
three with doubts due to the partial preservation

8 For the numbering and description of the positions, see Ota,
Sirbu 2009, 141-143.
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of the skeleton). The position in which the child of
G. 2 at Bucu (pl. 7/1) was buried is difficult to de-
termine precisely. According to the author’s brief
description (Renta 2000, 39), it is not excluded
that the child was also buried in position 1, and the
direction towards the right of the preserved femur
could only be an accident, and not an indication
of bending both legs at the knees and their incli-
nation to the right, therefore the position num-
bered 11. There are nine exceptions to the dorsal
position, with the arms and legs extended: dorsal
position with the palms on the chest and the skull
on the right — position 3 (Liscoteanca-Mos Filon
G. 3), dorsal position with the palms on the pel-
vis — position 4 (Vliadeni — pl. 5/2), dorsal posi-
tion, extended legs, left arm extended and right
arm bent and turned towards the skull — position
9 (Ramnicelu G. 9), dorsal position with legs bent

at the knees and inclined to the right — position 11
(Liscoteanca-Mos Filon G. 4), dorsal position with
legs bent to the right and left palm on the pelvis —
possibly variant 14, with a margin of error due to
the absence of the right arm (Mariuta G. 2), lying
on the right, with the arms and legs extended — po-
sition 18 (Ramnicelu G. 3), lying on the left with
the legs and right arm extended, and the left arm
bent, with the palm under the chin — position 19
(Ramnicelu G. 16) and a position generically called
crouched — possible variant of positions 19-22
(Sirbu et al. 2014, 97), whose main feature is the
deposition on the left (Pauleasca G. 2 and G. 3).

The age of the children was determined only in
quite a few cases, and among these data, only a
part is the result of an anthropological analysis,
as can be seen in the following table.

Table 3
The age of the children
No. Grave Age Sex Anthropol?glcal
analysis
L |Isaiia G. 16 dead at birth or soon B ves
after
2. |IsailaG.7 2-3 months - yes
3. |Isaiia G. 11 5-6 months - yes
4. |Isaiia G. 4 6-9 months - yes
5. |Isaiia G. 10 6-9 months - yes
6. |IsaiiaG.6 9-12 months - yes
7. |Larga Jijia G. 3 very young child - -
8. |[Trusesti G. 11m very young child - -
9. |Valea Lupului-Movila G. 3 young child - -
10. |Pauleasca G. 23 1-1.5 years old - -
11. | Pauleasca G. 26 1-1.5 years old - -
12 |Visdeni 1.5-maximum 2 years ) ves
old
13. |Mariuta G. 2 2-2.5 years old female yes
14. |Liscoteanca-Mos Filon G. 3 approximately 2.5 - yes
years old
15. |Valea Lupului-Movila G. 4 2-4 years old - -
16. |Valea Lupului-Movila G. 6 2-4 years old - -
17. |Mitoc G. 5 4-6 years old - -
18. |Ramnicelu G. 9 approximately 7-8 - -
years old
19. |Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului G. 13 approximately 10 - -
years old
20. |Candesti G. 71 approximately 10 - -
years old
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The determination of the age and the sex of the
deceased (pl. 2) is an issue with regard not only
to the skeletons of children but also to those of
adults discovered in the graves attributed to the
Sarmatians in Wallachia and Moldavia. In order
to have an overview and an assessment of the cur-
rent state of the research, although only indirectly
related to the topic under discussion, I have tried
to synthesize in another table the few data avail-
able so far in the scientific literature on the age
and sex of the teenagers and the adults.

Intentional skull deformation was found in only
four cases of children (Liscoteanca-Mos Filon G.
3, Mdriuta G. 2, Vladeni and Isaiia G. 11), pos-
sibly five if the observation of the archaeologist
will be indeed confirmed for the skeleton in G. 3
at Bucu.

The absence of some parts of the skeleton was no-
ticed in five cases: Ciresu G. 2 (the leg bones from
the knee down are missing), Targsor G. 227 (left
forearm), Miriuta G. 2 (left radius and humerus),
Bucu G. 2 (right arm, right leg and left tibia) and
Vladeni (parts of the skull, right ilium and left tib-
ia). At least for the time being, it is impossible to
provide an explanation for this situation, all the
more so since two of the skeletons were analyzed
by anthropologists (Mariuta G. 2 and Vlideni).
According to the anthropological diagnosis, the
child buried in Vliddeni was suffering from iron-
deficiency anemia or congenital hemolytic ane-
mia (Miritoiu 2006, 202).

14 of the 65 Sarmatian graves of children in Wal-
lachia and Moldavia did not have any grave-
goods (21.53%), and on the inventory of four
other funerary structures (G. 23, G. 26 and G. 2 at
Piuleasca and G. 4 at Valea Lupului-Movila) we
have no data, which means that 47 graves remain
available for the grave-goods analysis.

Pottery is the most frequently registered catego-
ry of inventory — 31 graves. The number of ves-
sels deposited is low, ranging from one to three,
as following: 23 burials with one vessel (Targsor
G. 261, Largu G. 3, Bucu G. 1, G. 2, G. 4, G. 7, G.
13, Ciresu G. 2, Ciulnita G. 4, Gridistea G. 19,
Miriuta G. 2, Oltenita-Iordoc G. 4, Oltenita-Renie
G. 2, Spiru Haret G. 1, Vlddeni, Rimnicelu G. 16,
Draguseni G. 2, Isaiia G. 4, G. 10, Trusesti G. 11m,
Valea Lupului G. 6, Vaslui G. 5, Ciulnita G. 2), six
graves with two vessels (Bucu G. 12, Ciresu G. 3,
Candesti, Jilava G. 1 and G. 2, Valea Lupului G. 3)
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and only one certain case (Ulmeni G. 4, to which
perhaps Larga Jijia G. 3 could be added) where
three vessels were discovered.

The pottery found in the children graves is in
most cases hand-made — 22 graves. As a rule,
only one hand-made vessel was deposited (19
graves — Bucu G. 1 and G. 13, Ciulnita G. 2 and G.
4, Draguseni G. 2, Isaiia G. 4 and G. 10, Jilava G. 1
and G. 2, Larga Jijia G. 3, Mariuta G. 2, Oltenita-
Tordoc G. 4, Oltenita-Renie G. 2, Ramnicelu G. 16,
Spiru Haret G. 1, Targsor G. 261, Valea Lupului
G. 3, Vaslui G. 5, Vlddeni) and far less frequently
(three cases — Bucu G. 12, Ciresu G. 3, Ulmeni G.
4) two hand-made vessels. The typology of the
hand-made ceramic vessels is not very varied. The
jars prevail — 18 items in 16 graves (Bucu G. 1 and
G. 12, Ciresu G. 3, Ciulnita G. 2 and G. 4, Isaiia G.
4 and G. 10, Jilava G. 1 and G. 2, Oltenita-Renie G.
2, Ramnicelu G. 16, Spiru Haret G. 1, Targsor G.
261, Ulmeni G. 4, Vaslui G. 5, Vlddeni), comple-
mented in two cases by a lid, placed either over the
vessel (Ciresu G. 3), or near the vessel (Ciulnita G.
2), reason for which I have taken into account only
one proper vessel in the latter two cases, unlike G.
2 at Draguseni-La Ocoale, where the lid was the
only type of ceramic deposited. Hand-made mugs
were found in three graves (Bucu G. 13, Larga Ji-
jia G. 3 and Mariuta G. 2), and hand-made bowls
were found only in two structures (Ulmeni G. 4
and Valea Lupului G. 3).

The wheel-made pottery is more rarely found in
the Sarmatian children graves in Wallachia and
Moldavia — 12 items in 11 graves. The only ex-
ception to the rule of depositing one vessel is the
burial in Candesti, with two wheel-made ceramic
vessels. The two types of vessels with analogies
in the repertoire of Dacian wheel-made pottery
(deposited in seven graves) are the mugs — five
items into the same number of graves (Bucu G.
4, Ciresu G. 2, Candesti, Jilava G. 1, Valea Lupu-
lui G. 3) and the jugs — two vessels in two graves
(Bucu G. 2 and Valea Lupului G. 6). Instead,
each of the five wheel-made vessels imported
from the Roman Empire belongs to a different
type of vessels: cup (Candesti), mug (Gradistea
G. 19), jug (Bucu G. 7), pot with two handles
(Jilava G. 2), added by the base of the vessel in
G. 4 at Ulmeni.

The fragmentary state of the vessels in G. 3 at
Largu, G. 3 at Larga Jijia and G. 11m at Trusesti
does not allow assessments on the type of vessel.
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Table 4

The age and sex of the teenagers and the adults

No. Grave Age Sex Anthropological analysis
1. |Rémnicelu G. 13 16-18 years old female yes (Miritoiu 2003, 205, no. 57)
2. |Dridu-tell G. 2 teenager female -
3. |Gradistea G. 11 teenager - -
4. |LarguG.1 teenager - -
5. | Barlad-Fabrica de confectii G. 1 teenager - -
6. |Draguseni-Ostrov G. 3 teenager - -
? (according to N. Zaharia 1959, 20-21, the
7. | Mitoc G. 1 teenager - skeleton was given to be studied by Olga
Necrasov)
Prijeni-Alimandra G. 4 teenager - -
Trusesti G. 6m teenager - -
10. |Trusesti G. 8m teenager - -
11. | Valea Lupului-Movila G. 8 teenager - -
« . approximately . ~
12. | Draguseni-Ostrov G. 5 25 years old female yes (Crismaru 1981, 84-87, 88)
13. |Isaiia G. 9 25-30 years old male yes (Miu 2002-2004, 61-62)
14. |Isaiia G. 13 25-30 years old female yes (Miu 2002-2004, 63)
.. uncertain, .
15. |Isaiia G. 14 25-30 years old rather female | V€S (Miu 2002-2004, 63-64)
16. |Mitoc G. 3 25-30 years old female yes (Chirica 1979, 632, 634)
17. |Isaiia G. 5 aggr;:;r:;tﬁy male yes (Miu 2002-2004, 59-60)
18. | Isaiia G. 8 approximately female yes (Miu 2002-2004, 60-61; Comsa 2015,
30 years old 151-152)
19. |Vitdnesti G. 2 35 years old female yes (Leahu, Trohani 1979, 134-139)
20. | Pogorasti G. 3 35-40 years old male yes (Cristescu 1964, 329, 330, 334-336)
21. |Smeieni-Movila Mare G. 10 40 years old at male yes (Frinculeasa et al. 2017, 186-188)
most
22, |Galatui G. 2 adult female yes (CCA 2001, 140-141)
Focsani adult female yes (.MOPHHH 1959, 451-467; Untaru,
Morintz 1962, 157-162)
o ) yes (Cristescu 1964, 329, 330-334; Comsa
23. | Pogoristi G. 2 40-45 years old male 2015, 153, 157, 158)
24. |Smeieni-Movila Mare G. 2 40-45 years old female yes (Frinculeasa et al. 2017, 177-179)
. approximately ..
25. | Mitoc G. 2 45 years old male yes (Chirica 1979, 631)
6. |Vaslui G. 1 approximately male ? (Andronic 1963, 349-351; Barca 2006,
’ ’ 40-50 years old 368-369, no. 157)
27. | Draguseni-Ostrov G. 4 45-50 years old male yes (Crismaru 1981, 83-84, 88)
8. |Isaiia G. 12 over g(l)dyears probably male i,;?; )(Mlll 2002-2004, 62, 63; Comsa 2015,
29. | Smeieni-Movila Mare G. 3 40-60 years old male yes (Frinculeasa et al. 2017, 179-181)
approximatel yes (Necrasov, Antoniu 1962, 116, 119;
30. | Cetatea Veche G. 1 gg ears ol dy female Miritoiu 2003, 204, no. 23; Comsa 2015,
Y 148-149)
31. | Mitoc G. 4 mature male yes (Sovan, Chirica 1983, 79-80)
32. |Cilarasi G. 1 mature female yes (Ota, Comsa 2012, 100-101; Ota 2015,
121; Comsa 2015, 147, 149)
33. | Galitui G. 3 mature female yes (CCA 2001, 140-141)
34. |Pogorasti G. 4 over 2?dyears male yes (Cristescu 1964, 329, 336-339)
35. |Isaiia G. 15 60-65 years old female yes (Miu 2002-2004, 64)
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Pl. 8. 1 - Bucu G. 4 (after Renta 2000); 2, 3 - Bucu G. 11 (after Renta 2000); 4 - Bucu G. 7 (after Renta 2000);
5 - Isaiia G. 6 (after Ursulescu, Kogélniceanu 2002-2004); 6 - Isaiia G. 10 (after Ursulescu, Kogilniceanu 2002-
2004).

The combinations between the ceramic vessels
deposited in the Sarmatian graves of children
are less often associations of two vessels of the
same type (two hand-made jars were discovered
only in two cases — Bucu G. 12 and Ciresu G. 3),
preference being given to the combination of two
different vessels (five cases): jar+Dacian mug
(Jilava G. 1), jar+Roman pot (Jilava G. 2), Dacian
mug+Roman cup (Candesti), hand-made bowl
and Dacian mug (Valea Lupului G. 3), jar+hand-
made bowl+base of Roman vessel (Ulmeni G. 4).
Unfortunately, no details are published on the
fragments of vessel found along with the hand-
made mug in G. 3 at Larga Jijia.

Although I would not go so far as to make a con-
nection between a possible lower or socially disre-
garded status of the children with the deposition
of poor quality or fragmentary grave-goods, it is
nevertheless necessary to mention the deposit in
three cases of intentionally cut ceramic vessels
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(Bucu G. 4 —pl. 8/1), repaired and perforated ves-
sels (Bucu G. 7 — pl. 8/4) or a fragmentary vessel
(Ulmeni G. 4).

Regardless of the tradition to which they belong,
the ceramic vessels were deposited either near
the head (15 cases: Bucu G. 1 and G. 4, Ciresu G. 2
and G. 3, Candesti, Isaiia G. 4, Jilava G. 1 and G.
2, Largu G. 3, Oltenita-Iordoc G. 4, Ramnicelu G.
16, Spiru Haret G. 1, Ulmeni G. 4, Valea Lupului
G. 6, Vaslui G. 5), or near the feet (11 cases: Bucu
G. 2 and G. 7, Ciulnita G. 4, Draguseni G. 2, Isaiia
G. 10, Jilava G. 1 and G. 2, Mariuta G. 2, Oltenita-
Renie G. 2, Targsor G. 261, Valea Lupului G. 3).
The exceptions consist of G. 2 at Ciulnita (jar
found on the knees), Vladeni (jar deposited near
the right elbow), Candesti (Roman cup discov-
ered between the hip and the right arm), Trusesti
G. 11m (a few fragments of a wheel-made vessel
found in the grave pit and even outside of it).
When two or three vessels were found in a grave,
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Pl. 9. Candesti. 1-3 - Brooches (after Bobi 1999); 4, 5 - pottery (after Bobi 1982-1984 and Bobi 1999); 6 - plan
(after Bobi 1982-1984); 7 - beads (after Bobi 1982-1984); 8-16 - pendants (after Bobi 1999).
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they were deposited grouped near the head (Ul-
meni G. 4 — three vessels, Ciresu G. 3 — two jars),
or near the feet (possibly Valea Lupului G. 3 — two
vessels?), or separately, near the head and the feet
(Jilava G. 1 and G. 2, possibly also Valea Lupului
G. 3) or near the head and the hip (Candesti).

In 24 graves were found items which I classified as
adornments in order not to fragment the analysis,
despite the doubts raised by the fact that the exact
position of the beads in five graves is unknown,
and therefore their role as adornments or dress
accessories is uncertain (Sirbu et al. 2014, 108).

The beads were discovered in 21 children graves,
but if we exclude five graves in which their position
is not specified (Draguseni G. 2, Gradistea G. 19,
Isaiia G. 7, Prajeni-Lutarie and Ulmeni G. 5) and
Isaiia G. 10 where the beads found near the feet
can be assumed to belong to the attire, therefore
being rather dress accessories than adornments,
then the number of burials in which adornments
made of beads were discovered decreases to 15
(string/parts of a necklace at Candesti, Ciulnita
G. 4, Holboca G. 12, Largu G. 2, Liscoteanca-Mos
Filon G. 3, Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului G. 13,
Mariuta G. 2, Oltenita-Renie G. 8, Ramnicelu G.
3 and G. 9, Spiru Haret G. 1, Ulmeni G. 4, Valea
Lupului G. 3 and G. 6 and a bracelet in G. 5 at
Ramnicelu). The beads were made of usual ma-
terial: glass (Candesti, Ciulnita G. 4, Largu G. 2,
Liscoteanca-Mos Filon G. 3, Liscoteanca-Movila
Olarului G. 13, Ramnicelu G. 3, G. 5, G. 9, Spiru
Haret G. 1, Ulmeni G. 4, Valea Lupului G. 3), bone
(Mariuta G. 2), stone (Valea Lupului G. 6) or un-
specified (Oltenita-Renie G. 8). The exceptions
are the gold leaf beads (Holboca G. 12), the amber
beads (associated with the glass beads in G. 4 at
Ulmeni and with the rock crystal pearls and coral
at Candesti) or the coral beads (Candesti, Largu
G. 2, associated with glass beads in this latter
case).

The pendants, worn either at the neck or on the
hand (only one case at Candesti, made of silver —
pl. 9/9-16) were found in six burials (Ulmeni G. 4,
Isaiia G. 10, Prijeni, Valea Lupului G. 3, Candesti
and, with a certain degree of uncertainty due to
its unusual form, Isaiia G. 6 — pl. 8/5). Except for

9 The authors contradict each other as regards the position of
the hand-made bowl found inside the grave. In the first pu-
blication (Petrescu-Dimbovita et al. 1954 b, 251), the vessel
is mentioned as deposited near the feet, but later (Dinu
1955, 80, taken over by Mazilu 1985-1986, 76, no. 17) the
bowl is mentioned as being found near the head.
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the item in G. 10 at Isaiia which was made of a dog
canine tooth, the rest of the pendants were made
of bronze and the item at Candesti was made of
silver (pl. 9/8).

Earrings manufactured without exception of
bronze were found in four graves, one item (Bucu
G. 11, Gradistea G. 19, Pauleasca G. 3) or mini-
mum two items (Pridjeni-Lutarie). Other types
of adornments are represented by the bracelets
(Candesti — made of eight bronze pendants (pl.
9/9-16), Bucu G. 11 — silver snake (pl. 8/3)",
Prijeni — made of bronze) and a ring (Isaiia G.
10 — pl. 8/6).

The beads worn around the neck were the only
adornment item of most children — 11 cases,
made of glass (Ciulnita G. 4, Liscoteanca-Mos
Filon G. 3, Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului G. 13,
Ramnicelu G. 3 and G. 9, Spiru Haret G. 1), bone
(Mériuta G. 2), stone (Valea Lupului G. 6), gold
leaf glass (Holboca G. 12), glass and coral (Largu
G. 2) or unspecified material (Oltenita-Renie G.
8). In three other burials was deposited a bronze
pendant (Isaiia G. 6 — pl. 8/5), a bronze earring
(Pauleasca G. 3) or a bracelet made of glass beads
(Ramnicelu G. 5) as the only adornment item. The
beads made of glass and amber at Ulmeni G. 4 or
those made of glass at Valea Lupului G. 3 were
associated with the bronze pendants. In Candesti
(pl. 9), the set of adornments consisted of a neck-
lace of eight pearls made of different materials
(pl. 9/7), a bracelet made of eight bronze items
(pl. 9/9-16) and a silver filigree pendant (pl. 9/8),
perhaps worn on another bracelet. Likewise, two
types of adornments were found in G. 11 at Bucu
(bronze earring — pl. 8/2 and a possible silver
bracelet — pl. 8/3) and G. 10 at Isaiia (pendant
made of a dog canine tooth and a ring — pl. 8/6).
The inventory of the grave at Prajeni-Lutdarie con-
sists in several types of adornments — earrings,
bracelet and pendants, possibly also a necklace or
a bracelet made of beads, if the beads discovered
in the abovementioned burial were worn around
the neck or the hand.

1o The exact number of the earrings in the grave is not men-
tioned. However, I considered that since in the publication
(CCA 1983-1992, 78, no. 53) was used the term “earrings”,
the plural indicates the existence of at least two such adorn-
ments.

1 For the analogies and the classification, although with
doubts, of the mentioned item as a bracelet, see Sirbu et al.
2014, 23, NO. 2.
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Dress accessories were found only in four graves:
brooches at Candesti (three fibulae, one made of
silver and two of bronze — pl. 9/1-3) and Ciulnita
G. 4 (made of bronze), bronze appliqué in G. 3 at
Liscoteanca-Mos Filon and beads, probably sewn
on the attire, in G. 10 at Isaiia.

Household tools were found in two graves: knife
in G. 3 at Liscoteanca-Mos Filon and lead spin-
dle-whorl in G. 16 at Ramnicelu. The shells (G. 3
and G. 6 at Ramnicelu), the fragments of chalk
(Ramnicelu G. 3 and G. 6) or charcoal (Ramnicelu
G. 9), a horn cut at one end (Glavanestii Vechi G.
1), the animal bones (Vlddeni, Trusesti G. 11m
and Candesti), the astragali (Jilava G. 1) and the
knucklebones (Oltenita-Tordoc G. 4) complete
the picture, varied at first sight, of the categories
of grave-goods deposited in the Sarmatian chil-
dren graves in Wallachia and Moldavia. I used the
words ,,at first sight” because after more thorough
analysis, we can speak of a frequency of the depos-
its only in the case of pottery (31 graves, therefore
65.95 %) and the adornment items (24 burials,
therefore 51.06 %), while the rest of the categories
remain only sporadic occurrences, with percent-
ages varying between 8.51 % (dress accessories),
6.38 % (animal bones), 4.25 % (household tools,
shells, chalk) and 2.12 % (charcoal, horn, astraga-
li, knucklebones).

The number of grave-goods discovered in the Sar-
matian children graves in Wallachia and Molda-
via varies between one and eight/nine. In most of
the graves (20) a sole inventory item was found,
usually a vessel (12 cases — Bucu G. 1, G. 2, G. 4,
G. 7, G. 13, Ciresu G. 2, Ciulnita G. 2, Isaiia G. 4,
Largu G. 3, Oltenita-Renie G. 2, Targsor G. 261,
Vaslui G. 5), less frequently beads worn around
the neck or the hand (five cases — Holboca G. 12,
Largu G. 2, Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului G. 13,
Oltenita-Renie G. 8, Ramnicelu G. 5) and only
exceptionally earring (Pauleasca G. 3), pendant
(Isaiia G. 6) or horn cut at one end (Glavinestii
Vechi G. 1). About the beads in G. 5 at Ulmeni and
G. 7 at Isaila we do not know for sure whether
they were proper grave-goods (hence deposited
deliberately) or dress accessories (attire adorn-
ments), therefore in the case of these two burials,
there are two possibilities: they are either graves
without inventory (and then the total number of
burials without inventory increases to 15), or they
are graves with only one inventory item (and then
their number increases to 22).

13 graves had two inventory items: ceramic ves-
sels (Bucu G. 12, Ciresu G. 3, Jilava G. 2), ceramic
vessel and adornment made of beads (Mariuta G.
2, Spiru Haret G. 1, Valea Lupului G. 6), ceramic
vessel and animal bones (Vladeni and Trusesti G.
11m), ceramic vessel and spindle-whorl (Ram-
nicelu G. 16), ceramic vessel and knucklebones
(Oltenita-Iordoc G. 4), two adornments (Bucu G.
11), beads, probably worn on a hoop made of iron
and charcoal (RAmnicelu G. 9), to which G. 2 at
Driguseni could be added, if the beads associated
to the ceramic vessel were adornment items, and
not dress accessories. G. 3 at Larga Jijia and G. 19
at Gradistea had between two and three inventory
items (only ceramic vessels in the first case, ce-
ramic vessel+earring+possibly adornment made
of beads in the second case).

The number of graves containing with certainty
three inventory items is seven. The ceramic ves-
sels were found in four graves, one or two each,
associated with brooch and adornment made
of beads (Ciulnita G. 4), with ring and pendant
(Isaiia G. 10), with beads with pendant (Valea
Lupului G. 3) or with astragali (Jilava G. 1). The
shell and the chalk were associated with beads in
G. 3 at Ramnicelu and with an item made of iron,
impossible to determine due to decomposition, in
G. 6 of the same group. The beads used as adorn-
ment, an appliqué and a knife were found in G. 3
at Ligcoteanca-Mos Filon.

High numbers of grave-goods were found in three
burials: four (three vessels and beads with pen-
dant at Ulmeni G. 4), four or five (earrings, brace-
let, pendants, maybe also adornment made of
beads at Prijeni-Lutarie), eight or nine (two ves-
sels, beads, bracelet, pendant, three brooches and
bird bone perhaps from an offering, at Candesti).

At the end of this analysis of the funerary ritual
and inventory of the children burials attributed
to the Sarmatians in Wallachia and Moldavia,
the general conclusion is that, speaking strictly
from a funerary point of view, the children do not
benefit of special funerary rules by comparison to
the adults. The same funerary ritual characterizes
both adults and children — the inhumation, there
are no orientations or positions for depositing the
body that can be found only in the case of chil-
dren and the inventory did not contain items that
could be considered as specific to the childhood
universe.
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Overall modest, actually as in the case of most
Sarmatian graves in Wallachia and Moldavia, the
inventory of the children burials registers how-
ever two remarkable exceptions — Candesti (pl. 9)
and Bucu G. 11 (pl. 8/2-3), characterized by the
deposition of silver adornments (pendant and
brooch at Candesti, bracelet at Bucu), which are
among the few jewels made of precious metal de-
posited in the Sarmatian graves in Wallachia and
Moldavia. If, indeed, in the case of the Sarmatian
communities in Wallachia and Moldavia, the fu-
nerary inventory reflects the social status during
life and it is not just a transformation, an option
unrelated to the social status during life or even
a compensatory choice in the case of a lower sta-
tus (Pearce 2000, 3-5, 8), these two exceptions
seem to confirm the hypothesis of a possible in-
heritance of the social status, also noted in some
graves of children in the area of the lower Volga
(MopaBuHIEBa 2015, 116).

An overview of the main features of funerary rit-
ual of some of the Sarmatian groups of graves for
which the age of all the deceased is known could
complete the analysis, suggesting at the same time
certain possible questions for a future research.

In Ramnicelu, 16 graves were discovered — eight
belonging to children, seven to adults and one
undetermined grave. The most frequent orienta-
tion is in the E-W direction — 10 cases (five graves
of adults and the same number of children). It is
true that G. 9 which belonged to a child was the
only grave in the group oriented in the E-W di-
rection, but considering the Sarmatian burials in
the Braila Plain as a whole, it is part of a group
of nine funerary structures that reunite both
adults and children®. As regards the number of
inventory items, three graves of children and
two graves of adults did not have grave-goods, in
one child grave and four adult graves there was
only one item deposited (ceramic vessel in two
cases, adornment item and weapon in the graves
of adults and beads bracelet in the child grave),
four graves of children, one adult grave and one
undetermined grave had two and three inventory
items. A concentration of Roman imports can in-

2 Ota, Sirbu 2009, 140. On the contrary, the exceptional fea-
ture of the S-N orientation of M. 6 at Liscoteanca-Movila
Olarului which belonged to a child, too, stands out not only
within the abovementioned group but also throughout the
Sarmatian burials in the Braila Plain, where only three gra-
ves out of 66 determined had such an orientation (Ota, Sir-
bu 2009, 140).
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deed be noticed in the graves of children (out of
four funerary structures with such items, three
belonged to children), but this situation could be
explained not so much by a possible abundance
of valuable items in the children graves, but much
simpler, by the fact that these imported items
barely consist of a few beads. The only feature
truly specific to the burials of children at Ram-
nicelu is the arrangement in a row of the graves of
children, at the center of the tell.

What first draws attention to the group of 13
graves at Isaiia is the fact that all six children
died very young, under one year of age. The four
graves of children for which orientation could be
determined were in the same direction, N-S, with
variations just like the seven graves of adults, and
the most frequent position, the supine position
with arms and legs extended, equally character-
ized children (three cases) and adults (also three
cases). Two graves of children certainly had no
inventory, or maybe three graves, if the beads in
G. 7 belonged to the category of dress accessories,
and in two other graves of children a single item
was deposited. The possible observation related
to the deposition of a small number of items or
the absence of inventory in the case of the chil-
dren at Isaiia also registers a notable exception —
G. 10, not only by the number of objects (three),
but also by the presence of an adornment whose
type (ring) and diameter (2 cm) suggests the adult
universe.

The trend noted in the case of the graves of chil-
dren at Isaiia — the absence of grave-goods or the
deposit of a rather small number of items can be
also confirmed in the case of the group of graves
at Bucu (out of nine burials of children, two had
no inventory and five had a sole item). Not many
observations can be made on the position of the
children skeletons, due to the fact that most of
them were destroyed. However, in terms of ori-
entation, except for four burials of children for
which the orientation was impossible to deter-
mine, the rest of the burials, i.e. five belonging to
adults and five to children, were in the N-S direc-
tion, with the NW-SE and NE-SW variants.

The two graves of children at Gradistea had the
same orientation (N-S, with the NW-SE variant)
and position (body laid out in supine position,
with arms and legs extended) as most of the seven
graves of adults. The same trend noticed at Isaiia
and Bucu, namely the absence of inventory or the
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deposit of a small number of items is visible also
in the case of the children burials at Gradistea.

The heterogeneity of the positions is taken to the
extreme in the case of the group at Liscoteanca-
Mos Filon, where each of the six deceased was
deposited in a different position, regardless of
whether adults or children. Most graves — three
of adults and the two of children were oriented in
the N-S direction, with the NW-SE and NE-SW
variants. Taking into account the inventory, the
two children burials are opposite — G. 4 was com-
pletely devoid of inventory, while G. 3 is, along
with two other graves of adults, among the inter-
ments with high number (three) of grave-goods,
at least for the group in Liscoteanca-Mos Filon.
There is something that should also be noted
in relation to the three abovementioned graves
that each had three inventory items — G. 1, G.
7 and G. 3. Both graves of adults, G. 1 and G. 7,
were characterized by the presence of a weapon,
namely the dagger. Although I have underlined
the ambivalence of the knife — which, at least in
the case of the Sarmatian graves in Wallachia and
the Roman graves in Moesia Inferior (Ota, Sirbu,
Matei 2013, 337) is found not only in graves of
men but also in graves of women, and although
the sex of the child in G. 3 at Liscoteanca-Mosg
Filon is unknown, it is however interesting to no-
tice the presence of the weapons and knife in all
three graves with great number of grave-goods at
Liscoteanca-Mos Filon.

The groups of graves at Spiru Haret, Mitoc and
Driguseni have as a common feature the pres-
ence of a single child grave, with the same ori-
entation and position as the rest of the graves of
adults. The differences concern the inventory.
At Draguseni, the child grave does not stand out
among the graves as a whole, which are charac-
terized by the presence of a small number of in-
ventory items. In Mitoc and Spiru Haret however,

3 Due to the fact that the age of the buried individuals is
unknown in two of the 10 graves at Largu, therefore a mar-
gin of uncertainty may be invoked, I prefer to mention in a
note that the group at Largu could be classified among the
groups in which the graves of children had a small number
of grave-goods (only one). At least for now, the observation
about the absence or the small number of inventory items
also applies to the group at Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului,
with the caution imposed by the fact that if all three decea-
sed for whom the age could not be determined would have
been children, then a possible exception would have been
also recorded, more precisely a grave with three inventory
items. However, in the case of both groups, a small number
of grave-goods were deposited in most burials.

the graves of children are individualized either by
the absence of inventory in the case of Mitoc (all
the more striking as the remaining five graves had
between two and eight grave-goods), or by the
presence of two items in the case of Spiru Haret
(in contrast to the absence of inventory in the two
graves of adults).

Of course, having so little anthropological data,
this approach can be criticized for not revealing,
in fact, anything about the real status of children
within the Sarmatian communities in Wallachia
and Moldavia. The information on the structure
of the society that could be inferred from the
study of the archaeological data about the graves
(funerary rite, grave layout, orientation and posi-
tion of the body, grave-goods) is however distort-
ed by the fact that it represents the choices of the
participants at the funerary ceremony, therefore
they do not reflect directly the realities of the lives
of the buried individuals, but images of their life
and social role generated by the minds of those
who perform the burial (Harke 1993, 142; Harke
1994, 32, 34). This distortion is worse still in the
case of the burials of children, because our vision
of the universe of children in antiquity is medi-
ated by the adults who have deposited inside the
graves items that might not have coincide with
the child’s preferences or ideas about the world
(Dasen 2012, 12), but they correspond to their
own ideas and way of thinking. It is obvious that
a large part of the anthropological information
about the skeletons of the Sarmatians in Wal-
lachia and Moldavia will never be recovered, for
the simple fact that the circumstances of the dis-
covery (detailed at the beginning of this study) no
longer allow it. I believe, however, that an analy-
sis showing the variability (Jones 1993, 250) of
the funerary practices in case of children could
still be a gain, not only because it synthesizes the
data currently available, but most of all because it
provides an assessment of the current state of the
information, useful, I hope, in formulating sug-
gestions for future research.
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Catalogue of children graves (pl. 1):

MOLDAVIA:

1. Candesti

(comm. of Dumbraveni, Vrancea County)
Coasta Banului G. 71 (Bobi 1982-1984, 333-
335; Bichir 1993, 143, 145; Babes 1999, 230; Bobi
1999, 98, 141, 166, 178, 182, 183, 185, 227; Barca
2006, 302-303, Nno. 46);

2. Draguseni
(comm. of Draguseni, Botosani County)
La Ocoale G. 2 (Crismaru 1977, 134-135);

3. Glavanestii Vechi

(comm. of Andrieseni, Iasi County)

La Ghilitoare G. (Nestor et alii 1950, 28-29;
Nestor et alii 1951, 64-65; Bichir 1971, 275, 276,
277; Bichir 1972, 138, 141, 156; Bichir 1977, 171,
172, 184; Chirica, Tanasachi 1984, 37, 38, no. IL.
5. B; Bichir 1985, 1168; Mazilu 1985-1986, 74, no.
12);

4. Holboca

(comm. of Holboca, Iasi County)

La cimitir G. 12 (SCIV 1952, 107; Bichir 1971, 279;
Bichir 1972, 139, 156; Bichir 1977, 172, 185; Chiri-
ca, Tanasachi 1984, 171, 173, no. XXXV. 1. C; Bichir
1985, 1167, 1169; Mazilu 1985-1986, 77, no. 18);

5. Isaiia

(comm. of Raducaneni, Iasi County)

Balta Popii G. 4 (Ursulescu, Kogélniceanu 2002-
2004, 28, 40 and Annex 1), G. 6 (Ursulescu,
Kogalniceanu 2002-2004, 30, 38; Miu 2002-
2004, 60), G. 7 (Ursulescu, Kogalniceanu 2002-
2004, 31-32, 38; Miu 2002-2004, 60), G. 10 (Ur-
sulescu, Kogélniceanu 2002-2004, 31-32, 38; Miu
2002-2004, 62), G. 11 (Ursulescu, Kogalniceanu
2002-2004, 32, 36; Miu 2002-2004, 62; Comsa
2015, 151), G. 16 (Ursulescu, Kogalniceanu 2002-
2004, 35, 36; Miu 2002-2004, 64);

6. Larga Jijia

(comm. of Movileni, Iasi County)

La Gradina G. 3 (SCIV 1952, 55; Bichir 1977, 175;
Mazilu 1985-1986, 74, no. 13);

7. Mitoc

(comm. of Mitoc, Botosani County)

Malul Galben G. 5 (Sovan, Chirica 1983, 80;
Mazilu 1985-1986, 69, no. 1);

8. Prajeni
(comm. of Prajeni, Botosani County)
Lutarie G. (CCA 1983-1992, 78, no. 53);
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9. Trusesti

(comm. of Trusesti, Botosani County)
Tugueta G. 11m (Petrescu-Dimbovita et alii 1954
a, 19; Petrescu-Dimbovita, M. Florescu, A. Flo-
rescu 1999, 617);

10. Valea Lupului

(comm. of Valea Lupului, Iasi County)
Mouvila G. 3 (Petrescu-Dimbovita et al. 1954b,
251; Dinu 1955, 80; Bichir 1971, 278, 279; Bichir
1972, 145, 156; Bichir 1977, 184; Bichir 1985, 1170;
Chirica, Tanasachi 1985, 346; Mazilu 1985-1986,
76, no. 17), G. 4 (Dinu 1957, 174; Chirica, Tana-
sachi 1985, 346, no. LXII. 5. B. II. 3), G. 6 (Dinu
1957, 174; Chirica, Tanasachi 1985, 346, no. LXII.
5.B.11.3)

11. Vaslui

(town, Vaslui County)

Curtile Domnesti G. 5 (Andronic, Neamtu, Banu
1962, 94; Andronic 1979, 168-169; Mazilu 1985-
1986, 79, no. 24; Bichir 1993, 149; Barca 2006,
369-370, no. 158);

WALLACHIA:

12. Bucu

(comm. of Bucu, Ialomita County)

Pochina G. 1 (Renta 2000, 39; Muntenia 2001,
no. 105; Sirbu et al. 2014, 16-17, 123), G. 2 (Renta
2000, 39; Muntenia 2001, no. 121; Sirbu et al.
2014, 17, 123), G. 3 (Renta 2000, 39; Sirbu et al.
2014, 17-18, 123), G. 4 (Renta 2000, 39; Munte-
nia 2001, no. 123; Sirbu et al. 2014, 18, 123), G. 5
(Renta 2000, 40; Sirbu et al. 2014, 18, 123), G. 7
(Renta 2000, 40; Muntenia 2001, no. 120; Sirbu
etal. 2014, 19-20, 123), G. 11 (Renta 2000, 41-42;
Sirbu et al. 2014, 22-23, 123), G. 12 (CCA 2005,
99; Sirbu et al. 2014, 23, 123), G. 13 (CCA 2005,
99; Sirbu et al. 2014, 23-24, 123);

13. Ciresu

(comm. of Ciresu, Braila County)

G. 2 (Hartuche 1980a, 241, 245, no. 12; Sirbu
1980, 27, 30; Sirbu 1986, 189, 190; Ota, Sirbu
2009, 120), G. 3 (Hartuche 19804, 241, 242, 243;
Sirbu 1980, 30; Ota, Sirbu 2009, 120);

14. Ciulnita

(comm. of Ciulnita, Ialomita County)

T. IT G. 2 (CCA 1994, 23; Barnea 1995, 282, no.
5; Renta 2016, 86), T. III G. 4 (CCA 1994, 23;
Barnea 1995, 282, no. 5; Renta 2016, 95-96);
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15. Gradistea

(comm. of Gradistea, Braila County)
Mormantul Elizei G. 12 (Hartuche 1980b, 322;
Hartuche, Anastasiu, Sirbu 1983, 51; Ota, Sir-
bu 2009, 122), G. 19 (Hartuche 1980a, 246;
Hartuche 1980b, 322; Hartuche, Anastasiu, Sirbu
1983, 51, 55, 56; Ota, Sirbu 2009, 123);

16. Jilava

(comm. of Jilava, Ilfov County)

Magura Jilavei G. 1 (Rosetti 1934, 208; Tzony
1975, 283; Bichir 1977, 177), G. 2 (Rosetti 1934,
209);

17. Largu

(comm. of Largu, Buzau County)

Cornul Malului G. 2 (Dragomir 1959, 476, 477;
Dragomir, Croitoru 2011, 41), G. 3 (Dragomir
1959, 476, 477, 479, 480; Dragomir, Croitoru
2011, 41);

18. Liscoteanca

(comm. of Bordei Verde, Braila County)
Mos Filon G. 3 (Hartuche 1980a, 210, 244; Bichir
1977, 184; Miritoiu 2003, 205, no. 40; Ota, Sirbu
20009, 125), G. 4 (Hartuche 1980a, 210; Ota, Sir-
bu 2009, 125);

19. Liscoteanca

(comm. of Bordei Verde, Braila County)
Movila Olarului G. 2 (Hartuche 1980a, 206; Bi-
chir 1977, 172; Bichir 1985, 1167; Ota, Sirbu 20009,
125), G. 6 (Hartuche 19804, 206; Bichir 1977, 172,
184; Bichir 1985, 1167; Ota, Sirbu 2009, 127), G.
13 (Hartuche 19804, 207; Ota, Sirbu 20009, 128);

20. Mariuta

(comm. of Belciugatele, Calarasi County)
La Movila G. 2 (Lazar, Parnic 2007, 139-140;
Gatej, Soficaru, Miritoiu 2007, 160; Sirbu et al.
2014, 54-55, 129; Comsa 2015, 152);

21. Oltenita

(town, Calarasi County)

Iordoc G. 4 (Morintz, Ionescu 1968, 101; Morintz,
Tonescu 1970, 38; Sirbu et al. 2014, 61, 123-124);

22, Oltenita

(town, Calarasi County)

Renie G. 2 (Sirbu et al. 2014, 64, 121-122), G. 8
(Sirbu et al. 2014, 67-68, 121-122);

23. Pauleasca

(comm. of Frumoasa, Teleorman County)
G. 23 (Comsa, Bichir 1973, 318; Sirbu et al. 2014,
70, 126), G. 26 (Comsa, Bichir 1973, 318; Sirbu et
al. 2014, 70, 126), G. 2 (Sirbu et al. 2014, 72, 126),
G. 3 (Sirbu et al. 2014, 72, 126);

24. Ramnicelu

(comm. of Ramnicelu, Braila County)
Popina G. 3 (Hartuche 1980a, 217; Bichir 1977,
186, 187; Ota, Sirbu 2009, 130), G. 4 (Hartuche
19804, 217; Ota, Sirbu 2009, 130), G. 5 (Hartuche
19804, 217; Ota, Sirbu 2009, 130), G. 6 (Hartuche
19804, 217; Bichir 1977, 186, 187; Ota, Sirbu 2009,
130-131), G. 8 (Hartuche 1980a, 217, 218; Ota,
Sirbu 2009, 131), G. 9 (Hartuche 1980a, 218; Bi-
chir 1977, 174; Bichir 1985, 1169; Ota, Sirbu 2009,
131), G. 16 (Hartuche, Anastasiu 1976, 230, no.
473; Hartuche 19804, 222, 243; Bichir 1977, 184;
Ota, Sirbu 2009, 132), G. 20 (Hartuche 1980a,
224; Ota, Sirbu 2009, 132);

25. Spiru Haret

(comm. of Bertestii de Jos, Braila County)
Cornu Malului G. 1 (Hartuche, Anastasiu 1976,
228, no. 465; Hartuche 19804, 224, 243; Hartuche
1980b, 333; Bichir 1977, 172, 174, 193; Ota, Sirbu
2009, 133);

26. Targsoru Vechi

(comm. of Targsoru Vechi, Prahova County)
G. 220 (Diaconu 1963, 324, 325; Diaconu 1965,
19, 21; Bichir 1971, 277; Bichir 1972, 144; Bichir
1977, 173; Bichir 1985, 1168), G. 227 (Diaconu
1965, 21), G. 261 (Diaconu 1963, 325, 334; Dia-
conu 1965, 19, 22, 23);

27. Ulmeni

(comm. of Ulmeni, Calarasi County)

G. 4 (Morintz, Ionescu 1968, 110, 111; Morintz,
Ionescu 1970, 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46; Bichir 1972,
156, note 24a; Bichir 1977, 185; Sirbu et al. 2014,
81-82, 127-128), G. 5 (Morintz, Ionescu 1968,
110; Morintz, Ionescu 1970, 40, 41, 45, 46; Bichir
1972, 156, note 24a; Bichir 1977, 185; Sirbu et al.
2014, 82, 127-128);

28. Vladeni

(comm. of Vladeni, Ialomita County)
Popina Blagodeasca G. 1 (Sirbu, Corbu 2006,
195-199; Miritoiu 2006, 201-206; Sirbu et al.
2014, 90, 129, 130, 132; Comsa 2015, 153, 156,
157).

English version: Alexandra Decu
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Mormintele de copii atribuite sarmatilor din Muntenia si Moldova

Cuvinte-cheie: morminte, copii, sarmati, ritual funerar, inventar funerar, Muntenia, Moldova.

Rezumat: Studiile care au ca subiect organizarea sociald a sarmatilor sunt inca putine. Studiul de fata isi pro-
pune si analizeze mormintele de copii, in incercarea de a completa, atat cat este posibil pe baza datelor arheo-
logice actuale, imaginea comunitatilor sarmatice din Muntenia si Moldova, conturata in cateva studii anterioare.
Analiza se va limita doar la un studiu de caz — acela al inmormantarilor sarmatice de copii din Muntenia (teritoriu
situat intre Dunare si Muntii Carpati, marginit la vest de raul Olt) si Moldova (mai precis zona dintre raul Prut
si Muntii Carpati). Dupa o privire de ansamblu asupra descoperirilor sarmatice din Muntenia si Moldova (cu ac-
cent pe prezenta sau lipsa analizei antropologice), autoarea incearcid sa contureze imaginea, asa cum reiese din
balanta de varsta, a catorva dintre grupurile de morminte sarmatice. Analiza ritualului si inventarului funerar a
celor 65 de morminte de copii a dus la concluzia generala ca, vorbind strict din punct de vedere funerar, copiii nu
beneficiaza de reguli de iInmormantare aparte fata de adulti. Acelasi rit funerar caracterizeaza atat adultii, cat si
copiii — inhumatia, nu pot fi remarcate orientari sau pozitii de depunere a cadavrului proprii doar copiilor, iar in-
ventarul funerar nu continea piese care ar putea fi considerate ca specifice universului copiliriei.

Lista ilustratiilor:

Pl. 1. Morminte de copii atribuite sarmatilor din Muntenia si Moldova.

Pl. 2. Analize antropologice pentru mormintele sarmatice din Muntenia si Moldova.
Pl. 3. Proportia de varsta a grupurilor de morminte sarmatice.
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Pl. 4. 1 - Largu (dupa Dragomir, Croitoru 2011); 2 - Ramnicelu (dupa Ota, Sirbu 2009).

Pl 5. 1 - Liscoteanca-Movila Olarului — plan (dupa Ota, Sirbu 2009); 2 - Vladeni (dupa Sirbu, Corbu 2006); 3 -
Mariuta M. 2 (dupi Lazar, Parnic 2007).

PL 6. 1 - Isaiia — plan (dupa Ursulescu, Kogélniceanu 2002-2004); 2 - Isaiia M. 10 si M. 11 (dupa Ursulescu,
Kogélniceanu 2002-2004).

PL 7.1 - Bucu M. 2 (dupa Renta 2000); 2 - Bucu — plan (dupa Renta 2000).

PL. 8. 1 - Bucu M. 4 (dupi Renta 2000); 2, 3 - Bucu M. 11 (dupd Renta 2000); 4 - Bucu M. 7 (dupa Renta 2000);
5 - Isaiia M. 6 (dupa Ursulescu, Kogélniceanu 2002-2004); 6 - Isaiia M. 10 (dupa Ursulescu, Kogélniceanu
2002-2004).

Pl. 9. Candesti. 1-3 - Fibule (dupa Bobi 1999); 4, 5 - ceramica (dupa Bobi 1982-1984 si Bobi 1999); 6 - plan (dupa
Bobi 1982-1984); 7 - margele (dupa Bobi 1982-1984); 8-16 - pandantive (dupa Bobi 1999).

Capmarckue gerckue norpedenus B Myarenuu u MoJsigose

Katouesvle crosa: norpebenue, 1eTH, capMaThl, TIOTPeOAIbHBIN 00psA/I, TOrpebabHbIN WHBEHTAaph, MyHTEHU,
Mosgmosa.

Pestome: Tloka emie Majio MCCIETOBAHUN IOCBANIEHO COLMAJIBHOM OpPraHU3aIliU capMaToB. 3ajiauell JTaHHOHU
paboTHI SBJIAETCS AHAIN3 JIETCKUX 3aXOPOHEHUH C IEJIBI0 JIOTIOJIHUTH, HACKOJIBKO 5TO BO3MOXKHO HA OCHOBE CY-
IIECTBYIOIINX apXEOJOTHYeCKUX JJAHHBIX, IIPEJICTaBJIeHNe O cCapMaTCKuX obmiuHax B MyHTeHnu U MosioBe, us-
JIOXKEHHOE B IIPEABIAYIINX HCCIIEOBAHNUAX. AHAIN3 OTPAHIYEH PAaMKaMH TeMAaTHKH, [TIOCBAIIEHHON capMaTCKUM
JIeTCKUM orpe6eHusaM B MyHTeHUY (TeppUTOPHA, pacrosoxeHHas Mexkay Jynaem u Kaprniatramu, orpaHudeHHas
Ha 3amaJie pexoit Ont) u Mosnnose (Mexay pexoii [Tpyr u Kapriaramu). Ha ocHOBe 0630pa capMaTCKUX HAXO/I0K B
Mynrenuu 1 Mosgose (06patuB ocoboe BHUMAaHNe Ha HaJIMYUeE WIN OTCYTCTBHE aHTPOIIOJIOTMYECKOT0 aHAIN3a)
aBTOD IIBITAETCA AATh IIPecTaBIeHre O HEKOTOPBIX IPYIIIaX capMaTCKUX MOTHJI C TOUKHU 3pEHUs BO3pacTa Iorpe-
6eHHBIX. [13yueHne norpebasbHOrO 00psAAa U UHBEHTapsA 65 AETCKUX 3aXOPOHEHUN I03BOJIUJIO CZeaTh BBIBOI,
YTO OHU HUYEM HEe OTJIMYAIOTCS OT B3POCJIBIX 3aXOpOHEHHUH. J{Jisi HUX XapaKTePeH OJIMH U TOT K€ 00psAJ — WH-
ryMalius, He CyIIeCTBYeT O0COObIX OTJIMYHH B IMOJIOXKEHUU TeJI, 2 UHBEHTaph HE COZIEPIKUT HUKAKHUX TPEIMETOB,
KOTOPBIE MOKHO OBLI0 ObI pacCMaTPUBATh KaK OTHOCSIIMECS K IETCKOH cdepe.

Cnucox uantocmpayuii:

Puc. 1. Capmarckue nerckue norpebenus B Myarenuu u Mosiose.

Puc. 2. AHTPOTIOJIOTUYECKHUH aHAIN3 capMaTCKuX norpebennit B MyHTeHHH U MOJIZIOBE.

Puc. 3. Bo3pacTHOe COOTHOIIIEHHUE IPYIIN CAPMATCKUX IIOTPeOeHUH.

Puc. 4. 1 - JIapry (mo: Dragomir, Croitoru 2011); 2 - Peimauuesny (mo: Ota, Sirbu 2009).

Puc. 5. 1 - JIumkoTsHka - Moguaa-Oaapyayit — mwias (mo: Ota, Sirbu 2009); 2 - Bisaens (mo: Sirbu, Corbu 2006);
3 - Mapuyna, norpebenne No2 (mo: Lazar, Parnic 2007).

Puc. 6. 1 - Ucaiia — wian (no: Ursulescu, Kogilniceanu 2002-2004); 2 - Ucaiis, norpeberuss N210 u NQ11 (mo:
Ursulescu, Kogalniceanu 2002-2004).

Puc. 7. 1 - Byky, norpe6enune N22 (mmo: Renta 2000); 2 - B Byky — mias (mmo: Renta 2000).

Puc. 8. 1 - B Byky, nmorpebenue N24 (mo: Renta 2000); 2, 3 - Byky, norpe6enne No11 (mo: Renta 2000); 4 - Byky,
norpebenue N27 (mo: Renta 2000); 5 - Ucaiiss, morpebenue N26 (mmo: Ursulescu, Kogélniceanu 2002-2004);
6 - Ucaiis, norpebennie N210 (mo: Ursulescu, Kogélniceanu 2002-2004).

Puc. 9. Kerazenits. 1-3 - ®ubyss (mo: Bobi 1999); 4, 5 - kepamuka (mmo: Bobi 1982-1984 u Bobi 1999); 6 - uia# (1o:
Bobi 1982-1984); 7 - 6ycsI (mmo: Bobi 1982-1984); 8-16 - moaBecku (1o: Bobi 1999).
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