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Abstract

It is not an exaggeration to claim that colonialism as a multifaceted process evoked great
amount of anxiety among indigenous paternal authority that is perceived to be impotent.
Nationalism on the other hand delivered immense confidence to this defeated patriarchy.
However, as strategy of countering colonial dominance it could never escape from the
seductive spell of hyper-masculine philosophy of their colonial master. Tagore criticises
this cross national zero-sum game and growing impersonalization of violence as a mode of
self-engineering and self-preservation that nationalism was constantly indulging. He
further unmasked it to reveal the sexist philosophy hidden within its core. The present
article attempts to highlight the contradiction hidden within the nationalist discourse that
claims to be emancipatory yet preserves its patriarchal ethos and focuses on the celebrated
novel Ghare-Baire (1916). The novel challenges the chauvinistic love for one’s own
country; reveals how as praxis, nationalism manipulates individuals for achieving amoral
priorities and affects women differently than her male counterpart. Nationalism also
romanticises the redemptive love of woman that could nurture and restore political and
social potency of damaged masculinity. Tagore interrupts this sentimental figuration of
woman as he refuses to romanticise her and dissented from the nationalist deployment of
woman in the rhetoric of ‘home’. He inflates gender as a category differently for his
emancipated narrative showing that it is as much error to idealize as to abject woman. He
interrogated gender categories of ‘home’and ‘world’ in nationalist discourse, particularly
fetishization of woman as repository of the essence of nation.
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the theme of conjugality. The predictable notion of conjugality gets fissured in the novel
and traverses a range of relationships tainted by the shades of class, religion, morality love,
sexuality, patriotism and nationalism.”*
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‘Today when universalism of all kind are often thought to be in bad door, Tagore’s work
stands as a complex instance of an alternative cosmopolitanism that unabashedly promotes
an ethical universal, a universal that takes love as its political principles.”
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