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STUDENT SELF-GOVERNANCE IN THE HIGHER
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF UKRAINE

0. V. Kovalova, O. H. Gavrysh, E. U. Sypchuk

The definition of the concept of «student self-governancey is
described in the article. It is noticed that A. Makarenko, one of the most
popular scholars, has developed the basic principles of the student self-
governance system, its traditions, sources of self-sufficiency and
independence as well, as civic duty of personality. The analysis of the
current state of self-governance at higher educational institutions of
Ukraine is made in the article. The authors pay a lot of attention to the
legislative basis on which representatives of higher education institutions
rely, creating their own system of student self-governance. They also
point out the purpose and objectives of this structure (the protection of
rights and interests of students studying at the higher educational
institution, creation of conditions for student personal self-realization and
formation of their organizational skills, leader qualities, and
responsibility for the result of their work and so on). On the example of
the State Higher Educational Institution «Donbas State Pedagogical
Universityy the authors describe the structure, basic forms and methods
of work of student self-governance (excursions, webinars, debates,
seminars, trainings, online-conferences, «round-tables"), describe the
main priorities of the self-governance system and students, which are
aimed at the activation and development of the youth movement at the
university. The connection between the student self-governance system of
the State Higher Educational Institution «Donbas State Pedagogical
Universityy and modern public organizations is also described in the
article.

Key words: Higher educational institutions, the self-governance
system, the structure of the self-governance, public organizations.

Formulation of the problem in general form and its connection with
important scientific and practical tasks. The development of student self-
governance in the teaching and educational process of the modern high school is
one of the leading factors in the formation of the civil society of Ukraine. In
connection with it, the discussion on the sphere of competence and the
mechanisms of student self-governance activities of native higher educational
institutions is actualized.
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Analysis of recent researches and publications which initiated the
solution of this problem and on which the authors rely. The history of student
self-governance, its philosophical, pedagogical and organizational aspects were
studied by Ukrainian scholars such as T. Bondar, M. Hrinova, L. Zhaldak
(Macenko), O. Nevmerzhytska, K. Potopa, V. Radul, R. Sopivnyk, H. Trotsko,
S. Cherkasova, L. Sheina and Russian researchers, for example, N. Bugaenko,
L. Varlamova, V. Gorchakova, L. Zagajtova, 1. Ezhukova, L. Shygapova and
others. However, their works do not cover the latest trends in the development of
student self-governance and its relationship with modern public organizations.
This is the relevance of our research.

The purpose of the article: to conduct an analysis of the current state of
the student self-governance system in higher educational institutions of Ukraine
and to reveal its significance on the example of the State Higher Educational
Institution «Donbas State Pedagogical University.»

Presentation of the main research material with the full justification of
the results. Student self-governance, according to V. Gorchakova, is the
management and regulation of the entire diversity of student activities as a
person studying at the higher educational institution. «Self-governance is a
cooperation of students and lecturers in improving the educational process in
order to ensure its effectiveness» (Gorchakova, 1990, p.79).

In our opinion, the most complete is the definition of
U. Kraschenko (2012), who considered the system of student self-governance as a
holistic structured mechanism that allows students, through self-organized
activities, to participate in the management of their group in cooperation with all
the governing bodies of higher educational institutions, to protect their own
rights and interests, contributes to the harmonious development of the
personality of the future specialist, cultivating leadership qualities, social
activity.

The outstanding educator, pedagogue and writer A. Makarenko
(I. Kryvonos, N. Tarasevych, & A. Tkachenko, 2008) revealed the conceptual
positions of self-governance as the basis of the functioning and development of
the collective, its traditions, the source of self-reliance and social formation of
personality.

The system of self-governance in the institutions headed by A. Makarenko
(in the colony named after M. Gorky and the commune named after
F. Dzerzhinsky) was extremely effective (Makarenko, 1983, p. 278). During his
work at these institutions A.Makarenko devised the key points of his
«pedagogical faith.» The most interesting for us among them are the following:

* organization of primary groups of pupils according to the production
principle (units, not school groups);

104



JlyxoBHiCTb 0cOOMCTOCTi: METOAOIOTisI, TeOpisi i MpaKTHKA 1 (82)-2018

* self-governance is based not only on election but also on appointment
due to the seriousness of the labor process;

* such selectively-appointed self-government should exist not as a
superstructure for the actual management of adults, and to be the acting leader of
the colony, working in two directions: as a collective body and through the
authority of this body;

* open recognition of the right of the collective to coerce and establish the
institution of punishment;

o discipline related to respect for the pupil and his
work (Tkachenko, 2009, p. 23).

For the Makarenko system of self-governance, consolidated units intended
to carry out temporary work were not just an economic need: their functioning,
according to the educator himself, was his most important pedagogical invention
because «the complex system of collective dependences educates the ability to
manage and submity» (Kryvonos, Tarasevych, & Tkachenko, 2008, p. 47).

The student self-governance system continued to evolve during the next few
years. Currently, according to the Law of Ukraine «On Higher Education»
No.1/9-498 of 21.10.2015, the powers and functions of student self-governance
are expanded. In particular, quotas for representation of students (not less than
10%) were established in collegial bodies of higher educational institutions —
academic councils, conferences, labor collectives (http://old.mon.gov.ua/files/
normative/ 2015-10-21/4506/498.pdf).

The Law clarifies the issue of the creation and functioning of student self-
governance bodies, specifies the areas, forms and directions of their activities.
For example, the heads of higher educational institutions should agree with the
bodies of student self-governance questions regarding:

e deregistration of students from universities and their restoration to study;

e transfer of persons studying at higher educational institutions from state
order study to contract base study and wise versa;

e scttlement of students studying at higher educational institutions to the
dormitory and eviction from it etc.

We emphasize that the Law seeks to consolidate the legal, organizational
and financial mechanisms of students’ participation in the life of higher
educational institutions and their structural divisions. The financial basis of
student self-governance, according to the Law, is the amount in size determined
by the Academic Council, but not less than 0.5% of its own incomes generated by
the  higher  educational institution from its main activity
(http://old.mon.gov.ua/ files/ normative/2015-10-21/4506/498.pdf).
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Being in the Ukrainian legislative space and obeying the legislative acts,
the system of student self-governance at the State Higher Educational Institution
«Donbas State Pedagogical University» is actively developing.

Thus, in 2004, through the student activists and with the support of the
administration of the Sloviansk State Pedagogical University, the Student
Council, which united students’ deanships and parliaments, established at some
faculties. In its activity, the student council, as a body of student self-
governance, is guided by the Constitution of Ukraine, state legislative acts,
orders, decisions of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, the
Charter of the University and the Statute of the Student Council, does not
duplicate the trade union organization, uses support of the administration and
trade union Committee of Students and Postgraduate Students.

At the moment, the student self-governance activists of the higher
educational institution is directly involved in the organization of leisure
activities and in the public life of the State Higher Educational Institution
«Donbas State Pedagogical University"; contributes to the moral, ethical,
cultural and sporting development of students; ensures the cooperation of
student collectives, organizations and groups. In addition, students, in
cooperation with the university leaders, approve the provisions of the student
self-governance of the higher educational institution, which is aimed at
regulating relations connected to the implementation of students’ right to self-
governance. In these provisions the legal and organizational foundations for the
establishment and functioning of student self-governance are defined.

Student self-governance bodies are created on a voluntary basis according
to the initiative of students and they are an integral part of the university’s public
self-government.

We emphasize that all faculties are represented in the student council by
equal number of delegates and the term of the student council is two years. The
election of the chairman and delegates of the student council at the State Higher
Educational Institution «Donbas State Pedagogical University» takes place on
the last Saturday in October after the termination of the student council authority
of the previous convocation or the chairman of the student council.

The election procedure should be transparent for the members of the
academic community, the leaders of the higher educational institution, the
relevant structural units and the public.

It should also be noted that the purpose of student self-governance activity
is to create conditions for self-realization of the personality of the students and
the formation of their organizational skills, leadership qualities, responsibility
for the result of their work, etc. The activities of student self-governance are
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aimed at the education of the students’ spirituality and culture, as well as the
growth of their social activity.

The main tasks of student self-governance are:

e protection of the rights and interests of students studying at the higher
educational institution;

e assistance in conducting educational, research and creative work of
students at the university;

e improvement of living conditions and rest of students;

e creation of various student clubs, societies, associations, clubs of
interests and coordination of their activities;

e together with the relevant services providing information, legal,
psychological, financial and other assistance to students;

e cooperation with tutors of academic groups, heads of dormitories, heads
of departments and other structural subdivisions (http://www.slavdpu.dn.ua/
index.php/forstudent/samoupr).

Student self-government at the State Higher Educational Institution
«Donbas State Pedagogical University» bases on several principles:

e voluntariness, collegiality, openness;

e clection and reporting of the student self-government bodies;

e equality of students’ right to participate in the student self-government;

e independence from the influence of political parties and religious
organizations.

The main structural unit of the student council is the faculty, which has its
own governing body, its head and delegates its representatives to the student
council of the university and to the general meeting (conference) of students.
The organization of the student council work is carried out at the level of
faculties, departments, academic groups, dormitories.

Student self-government of the university has the following sectors:
educational and research sector;
sports and fitness sector;
cultural sector;
social and living sector;

o information sector (http://www.slavdpu.dn.ua/ index.php/ forstudent/
samoupr).

The heads of the relevant sectors ensure the fulfillment of the objectives
and purposes of student self-government and they are responsible to the
chairman of the student council of the university, elected by the academic
community by secret ballot. The term of authority of the student council
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chairman in the State Higher Educational Institution «Donbas State Pedagogical
University» is one year.

It should be noted that the priority direction in the work of the student self-
government at the university is the educational work that is being implemented
in creating modern and interesting projects of various subjects. They come in
different forms: excursions, webinars, debates, seminars, trainings, online
conferences, «round tables", etc.

Bright examples of such projects are: «International Day of the native
language", «Memorial Day of Olexa Tyhyj", «Professionalism, Morality and
Patriotism", «Together We Can More", «Factory of Saint Nicholas",
«Freshmen’s Debut", «Student’s Republic", «Our Achievements — Strong
Knowledge", «Health of the Nation — Health of Youth of Ukraine", «Sport
Family", etc. Such activity effectively affects the formation of patriotism, civic
competence, experience, self-realization and development of students’ abilities.

Realizing the urgent need to unite the youth of the region around the ideas
of the formation of social and public consciousness, the students of the Donbas
State Pedagogical University actively participated in cooperation with youth
public organizations, local government bodies and volunteers in Sloviansk for
joint organization of youth events, festivals, forums on the way of formation of
national-patriotic and public responsibility of the Eastern region youth.

One of the significant achievements of the student self-government of the
Donbas State Pedagogical University is that, due to the initiative of students and
lecturers, two public organizations were created: «Youth of the East of Ukraine»
(November, 2015) and «National Sails".

The main goal of the NGO «Youth of the East of Ukraine» is to protect the
legitimate social, economic, creative, spiritual, national-cultural and other
interests of the youth of the region that suffered as a result of conflicts in the
Donbas region. The leading areas of work are:

e exchange of information and coordination with other organizations that
support the development of democracy in Ukraine;

e providing practical assistance to youth in the fields of study,
employment, socio-political, socio-economic and entrepreneurial activities;

e cultivating a sense of patriotism and uniting around the Ukrainian
national idea of unity, etc.

"Youth of the East of Ukraine» has already established itself as the
organization that is fully engaged in projects aimed at the patriotic, physical,
spiritual development of Ukrainian youth. During the existence of the
organization, a number of prominent events were held in Sloviansk and beyond
it, in particular: «The Day of Ukrainian Writing", «Formation of the spiritual
interests of the Ukrainian youth", «Student republic 2017» and many others.
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NGO «Youth of the East of Ukraine» continues to actively cooperate with
the students and the leaders of the Donbas State Pedagogical University. Thus,
on December 11th, 2017, in the dormitory number 2 of the Donbas State
Pedagogical University, the coworking territory «Free Space» for self-
development and leisure of students was opened. The idea of the creation
belongs to Tetyana Yevtukhova. This project was fully supported by Svitlana
Omelchenko — the rector of this higher educational institution. NGO «Youth of
the East of Ukraine» acted as a partner in creating of this coworking area.

In «Free Space» students can arrange their free time, hold interesting
events, and trainings. The cinema club «DocuDa» will also work there at the
International Documentary Film Festival on Human Rights Docudays UA.

Conclusions and perspectives of further research. So, effective student
self-government contributes to the harmonious development of the higher
educational institution, as students’ initiatives can identify new directions for the
development of extra-curricular activities, improve the educational process and
form the civil competence of Ukrainian youth. That’s why conducting our
research, we came to the conclusion that it is necessary to continue to work on
increasing the role of student self-government bodies in solving urgent issues of
training future specialists.

In our opinion, further analysis includes the observation of the peculiarities
of the system of student self-government in foreign countries and the possibility
of using their positive experience in higher educational institutions of Ukraine.
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CTYAEHTCBKE CAMOYIIPABJIIHHSA Y BUIIIUX HABUYAJIBHUX
3AKJIAJTIAX YKPATHH

O. B. Kopajsiera, O. I'. I'agpum, €. 0. Cunmuyk

Y cmammi nadano eusnauenns nomAmMmMA «CMYOEHMCbKE CAMOBPAOYBAHHAY,
3aY8AJICEHO, WO OCHOGHI NONOJICEHHSI CAMOBPSOYBAHHSA, 1020 mpaduyii, Odicepeno
BUXOBAHHA ~ CAMOCMIUHOCMI — MA  2POMAOAHCLKO20 ~ CMAHOBNIEHHA — 0codbucmocmi
3anouamxysag suoamnuii nedazoe A. Maxapenxo. Kpim moeo, asmopu nposenu amaniz
CYYACHO20 CMAHY CAMOBPSOYBAHHA ) BUWYUX HABYANLHUX 3aknadax Ykpainu. Bouu
npudinsitoms Oazamo ysacu 3aKOHOOAGYIll OCHOBI, HA AKY CHUPAIOMbCS NPeOCMA8HUKU
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BUWLIE NpU CMBOPEHHI B1ACHOI cucmemu CmyOeHMCbKO20 Camospa0y8anHs. Asmopu
MAaKodic po3KpUBAIOMb Memy ma 3a80anHs. 0aHOI CMPYKMYypu, SIKI NOAA0Mb Y 3aXUcni
npas ma inmepecie cmyoOenmis, WO HABYAIOMbCA ) BUWOMY HABUATLHOMY 3AKAAOI,
CMBOpeHHi yMos8 07 camopeanizayii ocoducmocmi cmyoeHmié i (opmyeanHi y Hux
OP2aHI3AMOPCHKUX HABUHOK, JNIOEPCbKUX sAKOCmell, Gi0Nn08i0anbHOCmi 3a pe3yivbmam
ceoei mpayi mowo. Ha npuxiaodi JIBH3 «/oubacekuii Oepoicasnuii nedacociunuil
VHIBEpcumemy» BOHU GUCBIMIIOIMbL CMPYKMYpPY, OCHOGHI opmu ma memoou pobomu
CIYOEHMCHKO20 CaMO8PSAOYEaHHs (eKCKYpCii, eeOinapu, Oebamu, cemiHapu, mpeHiHeu,
OHNIAUH-KOHpepenyii, «Kpyeri cmoauy mowo), po3Kpueaiomv 20J06Hi npiopumemu
OIALHOCME CUCMEMU CAMOBPIOY8AHH MA CNYOeHMI8, SIKI HANPAGIeHI HA aKmueizayit
ma po3eUmox MonooidCHO20 PyXy 8 YHigepcumemi. Y cmammi maxkosic po3Kpumo 38 30K
cucmemu cmyoeHmcoko2o camogpsaoysanns JIBH3 «/[IIY» 3 cyuachumu epomadcokumu
opeaHizayiamu micma.

Knrwowuosi  cnoea: suwi  naguanvHi - 3aKna0u,  cucmema  CMyOeHmMCbKO20
CAMOBPAOYBAHHS, CIMPYKMYPA CMYOEHMCbKO20 CAMOBPSAOYBAHHSA, 2POMAOCHKI Opeanizayil.

CTYAEHYECKOE CAMOVYIIPABJIEHUE B BBICIIUX YYEBHbBIX
3ABEJIEHUSAX YKPAUHBI

O. B. KopajieBa, E. I'. 'appumy, E. O. Cbeimuyk

B cmamve  NpeocmasieHo onpedenenue  NOHAMUSA «cmyodeHnueckoe
camoynpasienuey;, OmMMe4yeHo, UMO OCHOBHbE MNONOJCEHUS CAMOYRPABLCHUA, €20
mpaouyuy,  UCMOYHUKU  BOCHUMAHUA — CAMOCHMOAMENbHOCIMU U 2PAICOAHCKO20
cmanosnenus auyHocmu paspaboman uzsecmuviii nedazoe A. Maxapenxo. Kpome moeo,
agmopel NPoGenU AHAIU3 COBPEMEHHO20 COCMOSIHUA CAMOYNPAGIEHUS 8 GbICUUUX VUeOHbIX
3asedenusix Yrpaunvl. Onu yoenaom MHO20 GHUMAHUA 3AKOHOOAMENbHOU OCHOGE, Hd
KOMOpYyIO  ONUpalomcs.  npeocmasumeny 8y308, €030a8asi COOCMBEHHYIO — CUCTEMY
CMYyO0eH4ecKo20 camoynpagienus. ABmopvl maxice packpvlgaiom yens u 3a0anus OaHHOU
CMpYyKmypbl, KOmopbvle 3aKIIOYAlOmMcs 6 3dawume npag u UHMepecog chyoeHmos,
yuawuxcsi 6 evicuieM y4eOHOM 3aedeHul, CO30aHuu YCA08Ull Ol CaMOpeanu3ayuu
JUYHOCIU CIYOEHMO8 U (POPMUPOBAHUU Y HUX OP2AHU3AMOPCKUX HABLIKOS, TUOEPCKUX
Kavecms, 0M@emCcmeeHHOCMuU 3a pe3yabmam ceoeil desmenvhocmu u m.0. Ha npumepe
I'BY3  «/lonbacckuii  20cy0apcmeeHuvill  Neda2oeudeckuti  YHUBepCumemy  agmopbl
ONUCLIBAIOM CMPYKMYPY, OCHOBHble Qopmbl U Memoobl pabomvl CMYOeH4ecKo20
camoynpasnenusi (IKCKypcuu, eOuHapel, Oebamu, CeMUHapbl, MPEeHUH2U, OHIALH-
KOHepenyuu, «Kpyaivie CMonbly), PACKPLIBarom 2iasHbie npuopumentsvl 0esmenbHOCu
cucmembvl CamMoOynpagienuss U Cmyoenmos, KOmopwvle HANpasieHvbl HA aKMUGU3ayuio u
pasgumue Mon00eiCHo20 08udiceHus 8 yHusepcumeme. B cmamve maxoice onucana céa3v
cucmemvl  cmyoenueckoeo  camoynpasnenus IBY3  «/[AlTIV» ¢  cospemenHbiMu
00 eCmgeHHbIMU OP2AHU3AYUAMU 20POOd.
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Knioueevie cnoea: evicuue yuebuvie 3a8e0eHUs, CUCMEMA CHIYOEHUECKO20
camoynpaenenus,  CMpYKmypa — CmyOeH4ecKo20 — CaMoynpasieHus, obuecmeeHnHvle
opeanuzayuu.
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