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PECULIARITIES OF EDUCATION AND UPBRINGING
IN JAPAN

G. A. Antonova, T. G. Solopova

The article analyzes the current state of education in Japan. The aim
of the paper is studying peculiarities of modern system of education in the
country, analysis of some trends of further development of it. All stages of
the country's educational system have been considered, beginning with
preschool and ending with postgraduate education. It has been revealed
that the system of moral education in the Japanese school brings up a
natural vital necessity orientation to strict observance of the norms and
laws established in the society. Universal interdependence and harmony
were the basic principle of building a Japanese society, and the ability to
act in harmony with other people is the main task of education
(Nanivskaja, 1989, p. 71). Specific features of upbringing children in
educational institutions, the stages of the formation of characteristic
Japanese features — diligence, ability to work in a team, adherence to the
hierarchy have been shown in the paper. It has been proved there is a
keen competition in the sphere of education in Japan: university diploma
is a guarantee of getting prestigious, well paid job. It is a guarantee of
career growth and material prosperity. Therefore almost 98% of the
country’s habitants study or graduated colleges, about 40% boys and
20% girls enter universities. The Japanese realized earlier than others
that an effective education system in a country with a high level of
automation was not only mandatory, it was vital. The tremendous share of
the economic and social development of this country is the result of a
competently constructed education system.

Keywords: Education, education system, upbringing, Japan,
education in Japan.

Problem statement in general view and its connection with important
scientific and practical problems. Education in Japan is very specific like
everything in this country. It works on the principal «Qualitative study is a basis
and guarantee of getting a good job in the future». Almost 98% of the country’s
habitants study or graduated colleges, about 40% boys and 20% girls enter
universities.

In connection with the transition of the Ukrainian school to a 12-year
secondary education, the experience of Japan, where the 12-year-old school has
existed for more than half a century, is of great interest to us. In conditions of
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education system reform in our country learning and analysis of the abroad
education system are becoming increasingly important.

Analysis of the last researches and publications in which the decision
of the problem has begun and on which the author grounds his research.
The system of education is an integral part of Japanese culture and attracts many
researchers’ attention. Tremendous quantity of books, articles has been devoted
to the different aspects of Japanese education both n the country and abroad. For
instance, in the thesis of M. L. Rodionov «Reform of the Japanese school» the
process of educational policy till 1965 has been characterized. In the work the
process of reforming school education in postwar period has been investigated,
the results of the transition to a new educational system have been analyzed.

In the thesis of V. T. Nanivskaya «The system of moral upbringing in
Japanese school» the author emphasizes that the system of moral education in
the Japanese school brings up a natural vital necessity orientation to strict
observance of the norms and laws established in the society.

A. 1. Sokolov in his work «Japan. Economy and Education» has analyzed
the experience of the impact of education on the economic development of the
country.

Such researcher as K. I. Salimova in the work «Secondary school of Japan
in XXI century» noted that modern reform in Japan aims at individualization and
differentiation in the education of the younger generation, the transition from
hard administration to flexibility in this area, the transfer of some administrative
functions to local authorities at the prefectural level (Salimova, 2006, p. 90).

Setting of the unsolved parts of the shared problem to which the
article is devoted. Despite of the above, the reform of education in Japan of
XXI century as a holistic phenomenon has not received systematic analysis in
the pedagogical literature. It has not been paid enough attention to considering
peculiarities of education in Japan in the whole.

Aim of the article is studying peculiarities of modern system of education
in Japan, analysis of some trends of further development of it.

Statement of the basic research material with full substantiation of the
received scientific results. Traditionally, since ancient times Japanese society
has been built on the basis of interrelated and mutually conditioned production
relations. Therefore, problems such as the fulfillment by each of the debts to
colleges, the recognition of their place and role in the system of established
social relations and, accordingly, the ways of educating these qualities attracted
the attention of philosophers earlier than questions of the spread of literacy.
Universal interdependence and harmony were the basic principle of building a
Japanese society, and the ability to act in harmony with other people is the main
task of education (Erkovich, 1997, p. 28).

17



6 (81)-2017 JlyXoBHicTh 0cO0MCTOCTi: METO/10J10Tis1, TeOpis i MpakTHKa

The modern condition of the system of education and upbringing youth in
Japan is a national pride with a traditional approaches and high level of
erudition.

School system of Japan consists of:

e 6 years of elementary school;

e 3 years of junior high school;

e 3 years of senior high school;

e 4 years of University.

All schools of the country operate on a three-term system. School year
starts on the 1st of April. An average day at school lasts for 6 hours and it is one
of the longest school day in the world. Moreover, after classes pupils still have
grills and other homework to keep them busy. Holidays are 6 weeks long in
summer and 2 weeks long during both in winter and spring breaks. There is
always homework during the holidays.

Every class has its own classroom for taking all courses, except for
practical trainings and laboratory work. During elementary education one person
teaches all of the subjects in each class. The number of pupils in one class is
usually under 40. But it is not much as compared with the past when, because of
the rapid population growth, the number of pupils was more than 50 persons per
class.

Let’s consider all stages of Japanese education in details.

Kindergarten is not a mandatory level of education. Children come here at
the request of parents from the age of 4. All kindergartens in the country are
private.

So called elite kindergartens occupy a special place among them, as they
are under the tutelage of prestigious universities and if a child enters a such
kindergarten, he at the certain age will move to a university school and then
enter the University without examinations. It is extremely important for parents
as there is a keen competition in the sphere of education in Japan: university
diploma is a guarantee of getting prestigious, well paid job. And this, in turn, is a
guarantee of career growth and material prosperity. Therefore parents pay huge
amounts of money for the child’s admission, and he himself must undergo a
rather complicated test to be accepted.

Upbringing children in Japan not always fosters the development of man’s
creative abilities, but educates a physically and mentally healthy person who
knows how to work in a team, clearly following the instruction and not
disturbing others.

Primary and secondary schools in Japan are compulsory for all and are
free. Senior schools not compulsory, but about 95% of students continue to
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study at the end of secondary school, 48% of those who graduated from high
school go to college (training for 2 years) or to the university (training for
4 years).

Education in high school and the university is always paid, but in public
institutions it is cheaper. There are also paid private primary and secondary
schools. In all paid institutions you can study free or get a big discount if you
win a scholarship competition.

In addition to the actual school, most students attend paid preparatory
courses (dzyuku), in which they are helped to prepare for passing school
examinations. Classes in dzyuku usually take place in the evening, two or three
times a week. «Dzyukuy in translation — «school of skill,» but it would be more
correct to say — «tutoring school.» There specially hired teachers once again
explain to the children what has already been said at school in the afternoon,
adding to this knowledge new ones that can be flashed on the exam.

In secondary and senior schools pupils take examinations at the end of
each trimester and the middle of the first and second trimesters. These
examinations take place in the form of written tests. Estimates for the exams are
based on the percentage system. The highest score is 100 points.

Transition from high school to senior is carried out by results of
examinations. Student on the basis of his academic performance receives a list of
senior schools, in which he has a chance to enter. After passing the transition
exam and on the basis of his results and previous progress, the question of which
high school the student will enter will be decided.

The system of higher education includes the following four main types of
institutions:

e Full-cycle universities (4 years) and accelerated cycle (2 years);

e Professional colleges;

e Special education schools ( technological institutes);

e Postgraduate education (magistracy) schools.

Technological colleges are training medium-technical personnel on the
basis of an obligatory nine-year school and in many respects correspond to our
technical schools.

In fact, the only full-fledged universities, whose graduates are not
discriminated and quoted in the labor market, are full-cycle universities.

Master’s and postgraduate courses in Japan are integrated into post-
graduate schools, located at universities and having a relative autonomy. The
main scientific resources in Japan were involved specifically for teaching in
public magistracy, where the level of teaching in the bachelor’s degree remained
relatively low.
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The Japanese baccalaureate is focused on preparing qualified specialists
needed to maintain the system, and the master’s program is for initiative analysts
capable of designing its development.

Conclusion and prospects of the further investigations in the given
direction. As can be seen from the information given, increased attention is paid
to the education and upbringing of youth in Japan. The most notable is the
system of educating youth as the future patriot of their country, their enterprise,
a good family man.

A positive factor in the development of education in Japan is the prestige
of education. The Japanese, synthesizing all the latest achievements of
pedagogical science with the peculiarities of building a Japanese society, were
able to provide their country with not only impressive economic growth rates,
but also a fairly high standard of living. They realized earlier than others that an
effective education system in a country with a high level of automation was not
only mandatory, it was vital. Therefore, we can state with confidence that the
tremendous share of the economic and social development of this country is the
result of a competently constructed education system.
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OCOBJIMBOCTI OCBITH I BUXOBAHHS B SIMMOHI
I'. A. AaTonona, T. I'. CotonoBa

YV emammi ananizyemocs cywacnuu cman oceimu ¢ Anonii. Pozensanymo eci emanu
cucmemu 0Cgimu Kpainu, NOYUHAIOUU 3 OOWKIILHO20 MA 3AKIHUYIOUU NICAAOUNTOMHOIO
oceimoio. Busigneno, wo cucmema MopanbHO20 8UXOBAHHS @ SAINOHCHKIN WKOAI CHPUYUHSE
NPUPOOHY HCUMMEBY HeOOXIOHICMb OpieHnmayii Ha Cy8ope OOMPUMAHHS HOPM | 3AKOHIG,
6CMAHOBNEHUX Y CYCHIIbCMEI. YHI8epCanbHa 63AEMO3ANEHCHICIL MA 2APMOHISL OYau
OCHOBHUM NPUHYUNOM NOOYOO0BU ANOHCLKO2O CYCNINLCMBA, d 20J106He 3A80AHHSA OCGIMU —
30amuicmy Oismu 8 2apmouii 3 THwumu 00bmu. Tlokasani ocobrusocmi 6ux08aHHs.
Odimeil y HAGUANbHUX 3AKNA0AX, emanu QOPMYBAHHI XAPAKMEPHUX ANOHCLKUX DUC —
NpaybosUMiIcMy, 6MIHHS NPAYO8AMU 8 KOMAHOL, OOMPUMAHHS 1€EPAPXIL.

Jlosedeno, wo 6 AHnomii € cocmpuil KOHKYpc Yy cghepi oceimu. Ouniom
VHIGEpCUMEmY € 2apPAHMIEI0 OMPUMAHHS NPECMUNCHOL, 000pe onaavysanoi pobomu. Lle
2apanmis. Kap'eproeo pocmy ma mamepiaivHoco npoysimauusa. Tomy matice 98%
Jlcumenie Kpainu Hagyaromvcs abo 3aKiHuyrome Konedci, onusvko 40% xnonuuxie ma
20% oisuam ecmynaiomv 00 YHigepcumemie. Pawniwie, uim inwi anouyi yceioommosaiu,
Wo epexmusna cucmema oceimu @ Kpaini 3 6UCOKUM pi6HeM A8MOMAmMu3ayii € ne miibKu
0008'13K08010, 80OHA € JHCUMMEBO BANCIUGOIO. Benuuesna uacmka exoHomiynoeo ma
COYIANbHO20 PO3BUMKY YIET KpaiHu € pe3yIbmamom cpamomuo nobyoosanoi cucmemu
oceimu.

Knrouosi cnosa: ocsima, cucmema ocgimu, suxoganns, Anomis, oceima 6 Anomii.

OCOBEHHOCTHU OBPA30BAHUA U BOCIIUTAHUSA
B AITIOHNU

I'. A. AaTonona, T. I'. CotonoBa

B cmamve ananusupyemcs mexkywee cocmosuue obpaszosanusi 6 SAnonuu. Llens
cmamuvl — u3yuenue 0coOeHHOCmell COBPEeMEHHOU CucmeMbl 00pa308amusi 8 CMpawe,
aHanuz HeKomopuix meHOeHyull ee OanbHelwe2o pasgumus. Paccmampueaiomes éce
amanel cucmemvl 00pPA308aHUA CHPAHBI, HAYUHAA C OOWKOALHO2O 00pA306aHUA U

21



6 (81)-2017 JlyXoBHicTh 0cO0MCTOCTi: METO/10J10Tis1, TeOpis i MpakTHKa

3AKAHYUBASL NOCIEOUNTOMHBIM 006pa306anuem. Bulsgneno, umo cucmema HpagCmMEeHHO20
60CNUMAHUAL 6  SNOHCKOU — WKOLE — NOPONCOAem  eCMECMBEHHYIO  HCUSHEHHYIO
HE0OX00UMOCMb, HANPAGIEHHYIO HA  Cmpozcoe  CcoOndeHue HOPM U 3AKOHOS,
VCMAHOBNIEHHbIX 8  obujecmge. VHUBEPCANbHAS  G3AUMO3ABUCUMOCIT U 2APMOHUS
SAGNSAIOMCS. OCHOBHBIM NPUHYUROM NOCMPOEHUsL SINOHCK020 00ujecmsd, U CnocoOHOCHb
delicmeosams 8 2apMOHUU ¢ Opyeumu JHOObMU  S6SAEMCs.  OCHOHOU  3adauell
obpazoeanus. I[lokasanvl ocobenHocmu GoCnumanusi Oemeli 8 YYeOHbIX 3A6COCHUSX,
amanvl GOpMUPOSAHUS XAPAKMEPHBIX ANOHCKUX OCODEeHHOCmel — mpyoontobue, yMeHue
pabomams 6 KOMaHOe, cOONOOEHUE UEPAPXUL.

Boiio Ookazano, umo 6 Anowuu cywecmeyem ocmpas KOHKYpeHyus & cghepe
00pazo8anust:  VHUBEPCUMEMCKUll — OUNIOM — SAGNAEMCs — 2apaHmueil  NonyueHus
APECMUNCHOMU, XOPOULO ONAAYUBAEMOU pabomvl. ANOHYbl NOHAIU paHbULE OPYSUX, YMO
appexmusrnas cucmema oOpPA306aHUS 6 CIMPAHE C BLICOKUM YPOSHEM AGMOMAMUZAYUL
Ovlla He MOAbKO 0083aMenbHOU, HO U JCUBHEHHO 8avicHou. (Oepomuas 0o
IKOHOMUUECKO20 U COYUAILHO20 DA3GUMUs 3MOU CMpaHbL SAGNAEMCs Pe3yIbmamom
2PAMONHO NOCMPOEHHOU CUCHEMbL 0OPA30BAHUS.

Knrouesvie cnosa: obpazosanue, cucmema o0pazoeanus, eocnumarue, Anowus,
o6paszosanue ¢ Anonuu.
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