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PUPILS’ ECONOMIC THINKING AND EDUCATION
FORMATION AT SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS OF UKRAINE

M. B. Yevtukh, 1. V. Pronikova

The article analyzes the Ukrainian secondary schools pupils’
economic thinking formation. The basic aspects of school children
economic education in the current socio-economic situation of the
country, their preparation for the future career choice are analyzed in
the article. It has been found out that the pedagogical theory and
practice have not been focused sufficiently at pupils’ economic
thinking formation. We have determined school economic education
purposes. It is noted that the economic-oriented secondary and
vocational schools practice proves the existence of three levels of
young people training for the entrepreneurship: ideological;
profound training in the economic disciplines; preparation for the
entrepreneurial activity related to the personality qualities formation
such as entrepreneurship, mobility, readiness and orientation under
the dynamic market economy conditions.
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Challenge problem. Ukrainian society transition to a new paradigm of
economic development, beliefs, orientations, mentality system drastic change
determined the need to incorporate young children to the economy. The
primary economic education should be viewed as one of the main economic
socialization conditions that have a significant impact on the child's attitude
to material and spiritual values and identity formation in general.

The urgency of the economic education of pupils in modern society is
due to the necessity of adaptation to dynamically changing socio-economic
conditions, increased requirements to personal qualities of future market
economy specialists - their activity, independence, competence, efficiency,
responsibility.

Research and publications analysis. Pupils’ knowledge in economy
issues is not new for the Ukrainian national history, theory and practice. But
the 90’s of 20" and at the beginning of the 21% century this problem became
particularly important and urgent. The theme of our research is relatively
new and little explored considering the economic situation of Ukraine. Many
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teachers, psychologists, economists used to study this issue. The most
important scientific researches worth to mention are: O. V. Aksonova
Economics Teaching Methodology, M. V. Vachevskyy and V. M. Madzihon
Principles of Economics, A.S. Nisimchuk and O. S. Padalka Modern
Educational Technologies, O. T. Shpak Teaching Staff Economic Training
Within The Continuous Education System. These works describe and
analyze current issues of pupils’ economic education, training and
improvement of tutors who teach economic subjects at school.

In the scientific literature, some authors consider economic education
as «...the knowledge and skills acquisition process in order to create social
and psychological personality traits with economic thinking ...» [1]; as an
«important component of employees’ general, vocational and technological
culture, which involves the formation of economic thinking, economically
conscious attitude to work, nature, material values» [7]. Some researchers
giving the definition of «economic education» specify what knowledge,
skills, skills young people should acquire: knowledge of economic laws and
categories, the role of labor in society, knowledge of economic policy of the
country, master economic calculations, develop skills to analyze economic
processes and events, ability to organize economic activity [2].

Purpose of the article is to analyze the formation of economic thinking
and education of students in secondary schools of Ukraine and determine this
process development trends.

Objective of the article: 1. To analyze Ukrainian and foreign
scientists’ researches and publications on the organization and content of
pupils’ economic education; 2. Determine school economic education goals.

Main material presentation. Economic system reforming has
radically altered the importance of economic knowledge in the social life of
Ukraine. Secondary schools of Ukraine, where, together with parents, the
pupils’ economic formation starts, play an important role in this process.

During the economic crisis and the stagnation of the world economy,
global changes in modern Ukrainian society, including the transition to a
market economy system, the issue of sustainable economic education of the
younger generation in the family and educational institutions has become
urgent. This education involves not only the formation of professional
qualities such as thrift, entrepreneurship, reasonableness, as well as the
accumulation of knowledge concerning issues of ownership, business
development etc.

Having started to reform the economic system immediately after
independence proclamation, Ukraine has made, of course, the right choice in
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favor of the natural development of society provided by market mechanisms.
Economic science in countries with market economies serves as a pointer
basic for the economic policy development aimed at the national economy
development and formation of a fundamentally new economic thinking,
which is essential for new economic psychology, new economic culture and
new economic behavior. The adequate economic behavior becomes
mandatory for all members of society.

To change the outlook of people in the new historical conditions it is
necessary to improve the value of economic knowledge in the spiritual life of
Ukrainian society. Despite the rotation of the authorities it hasn’t been done.
Without a coherent, consistent and clear action plan, the authorities of
Ukraine instead of strategic objectives implementation focused at current
problems solution. This is so-called «small cases» economy [3].

Low living standards and economic gap between Ukraine and the
countries that at the same time started to reform economic systems was
caused by the fact that we were not able to fill new economic forms with the
new content. Economic life formalism, when the form overweight content,
doesn’t permit to use the full potential of the market mechanism. As practice
shows, Ukraine has not managed to form market psychology, market
thinking, market value system that are vitally important to fill the form with
real content. Immature market system is not able to ensure economic
stability.

Instead of increasing the value of economics as a science and economic
knowledge spreading to all segments of the population, which requires a new
philosophy of public life, everything is happening vice versa in Ukraine.

It is necessary to have economic education at schools to create
economic culture of pupils, their ability to understand properly socio-
economic processes taking place and to participate actively in the society
activity. In terms of market relations, the principal feature is the free
orientation and students’ adaptation to the economic mechanism of market
regulation. Today no one disputes whether a historian, philologist,
mathematician or physics needs the economic background. Economic
knowledge is universal as such and applicable in various fields. Each of us
advocates in life as a producer, consumer and citizen.

Current economic, political and social changes in the society put
forward new requirements for schoolchildren, their ability to coexist in
harmony with society, know their rights and obligations, choose their path in
life, and know how to take decisions in terms of choice, realization of their
talents.
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Due to this fact human formation and development is one of the urgent
problems educational science and practice have faced. We share
M.V.Vachevskyy and V. M. Madzihon opinions that «... teaching economics
at schools is not a fad, not the current situation, not a reaction to the
increasing demand for economic knowledge. Economic education affects the
overall person outlook, his cultural level, contributes to adequate perception
of the surrounding reality. Economic subjects study helps pupils to get a
better understanding of the formation and development of society and allows
them to form a complete picture of the world, determine their life
position» [3, p. 302].

According to the foregoing, it is necessary to bring learning content to
life content; to orient training at life situations explanation, competent person
preparation. The economic education contents must be modernized.
Graduates of schools should be able to adapt quickly to independent living,
purposefully use their potential for self-realization in professional and
personal terms as well as in the interests of society and state.

Introduction of basics of economic course to the curriculum should
partially help to resolve these issues. Unfortunately, these programs
emphasis pupils’ preparation to enter economically oriented universities.
Soon public and private schools with economics specialization appeared.
Basics of economic theory books were mainly translated from Western
educational and methodical literature. All these led to a glut of labor market
with the economists with higher education. However, not only future
economists need the economic background. All the pupils, without
exception, need to have the economic thinking formed. Having a competent
economic thinking young people will choose then the most rational behavior.
Practice shows that it is impossible to live in the market environment without
basic knowledge of the laws of the surrounding.

Defining the notion of «economic education» we will base on
A.F. Amend point of view, who interprets it as «pupils’ process and result of
acquisition of systematic economic knowledge and skills, formation
principles and their practical application» [2, p. 178]. Thus, the definition of
«economic education» permits to conclude that it is the background for
economic education of pupils and basis for economic culture formation
contributing to economic thinking development; it is vital for effective
economic activity.

Acknowledging research on economic education, it is worth to note
that the management of pupils’ economic education has not been developed
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in pedagogical theory and practice. Analyzing various scientific sources we
revealed a number of existing contradictions:

- between the need of schools to have graduates with good socio-
economic background, ready for future profession choice and teachers’ and
school management low level of preparation to control pupils’ socio-
economic formation process;

- between the rapidly spreading economic education, its quality
changes and absence of theoretical and methodological materials for
effective mechanisms of its development management.

In this regard, the problem of rapid development and reorganization of
economic education is becoming more important, which set the task not only
to train high skilled professionals in economics, but also to retrain and
improve specialists’ qualification and economic education of all sectors of
society.

Research of the whole variety of economic relationships where
members of society participate, helps to determine the economic goals of
school education:

- students’ mastering of basic knowledge and skills needed for further
studies that will help to generate reasonable economic needs of the
individual, economic thinking, therefore effective solutions to economic
problems, the ability to efficiently use of the available material values;

- assess their own capabilities, disclose the nature of economic
processes and laws related to the daily life of the individual, mutual use, use
mutual assistance, mutual revision during collaboration at the learning
process, make verbal analysis of educational material, sum up learning
activities, improve logic operations;

- to characterize the mechanism of needs satisfaction, the importance of
economic activity and factors that determine economic thinking and its
application in practice, understanding the necessity of healthy way of life,
mass media materials and the internet opportunities use as sources of
information about economic indicators and events ;

- To choose their own way of obtaining future revenue, analyze and
evaluate their own professional opportunities, abilities and correlate them
with labor market needs to determine the scope of future employment,
expand your vocabulary through terminology database object, use innovative
approaches to solving problems.

In order to realize certain goals of school economic education, to
deepen and expand the core subjects content, to provide a profession oriented
applied and primary professional specialization of studies in high school,
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there are elective courses that take into account the interests, abilities and life
plans of students on the one hand, and meet with the school profile on the
other. Such economic courses as «Basics of Entrepreneurship», «Own
Business», «Fundamentals of Management», «Fundamentals of Intellectual
Property», «Consumer essentialsy», «Curious Economicsy», «Globalization»
belong to the variable-based part of specialized school.

Not only the development of economic thinking but also the
development of financial competence and culture should provide a new
course «Financial Literacy», which has been tested in some schools in
different regions of Ukraine. According to the elective course «Financial
Literacy», prepared by the University of Banking of the National Bank of
Ukraine, 10" grade pupils should study modern financial products and
services, it involves the development of skills to use such products, the
ability to plan their own financial future. According to the general goals of
the course, the main problem is to form certain pupils’ competences through
practice. Teaching kit prepared edited by professor’s T.S. Smovzhenko
includes a course program, textbook, workbook for pupils [4].

Entrepreneurship development problem as part and parcel of
personality development in the modern world has increased the pupils’
interest. The state is interested in business development, and it meets the
national interest, as promotes market economy, create jobs and reduce
unemployment, increase the volume of manufactured goods and services,
social programs and contributes to other social and economic problems
solution. This causes the social requirement of society to prepare young
people for entreprencurship.

Nowadays, in many countries economic disciplines and basics of
entrepreneurship studies in schools prepare students for life under the market
economy conditions. According to global trends high school students’
preparation for entrepreneurship is one of the major modern education
directions in our country. Therefore K. D. Ushynsky Chernihiv Regional
Institute of Postgraduate Education together with the colleagues from
Ukraine took part in the Ukrainian-Polish project «School Academy of
Entrepreneurship.» The overall goal of this project is to support the
sustainable socio-economic development of countries with the transition
economy to improve education and vocational training through the
introduction of social entrepreneurship education in schools. Specific
objectives of the project are: the development of students and teachers
entrepreneurial culture and competencies necessary for success in business or
career; exchange of experiences in the implementation practice in school
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activities related to the development of professional activity and
entrepreneurship. The ultimate target group of the project is teachers and
secondary schools senior pupils who want to form ability to implement ideas
to life [9].

Conclusions. Synthesis of scientific and pedagogical sources indicates
that the formation of economic thinking and economic education of students
in Ukraine will be most effective if during this process the interest to
economy as a sphere of human activity is awakened, and the school will
perform a systematic approach to its obtaining. It is necessary to pay more
attention to pupils’ entrepreneurship education. It is necessary to introduce
the subject «Financial Literacy» as a mandatory for secondary school
curriculum. The investigated issue needs further study and development.
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®OPMYBAHHA EKOHOMIYHOI'O MUCJIEHHSA TA
BUXOBAHHS YUHIBCbKOI MOJIO/II B 3AT AJTbHOOCBITHIX
HABYAJIbHUX 3AKJIAJIAX YKPATHH

M. B. €BT1yX, 1. B. IIponikoBa

B cmammi npoananizosano npoyec hopmyeanus eKOHOMIUHO20 MUCTEHHs
VUHIBCbKOI  MONOOI 8  3A2aNbHOOCEIMHIX — HAGUANbHUX — 3aKkiadax  Ykpaiuu.
Ilpeocmasneni 0cHOHI acnekmu eKOHOMIYHO20 BUXOBAHMSL VUHIBCLKOI MON0OI 8
YMOBAX CYUACHOT COYIANbHO-eKOHOMIYHOI cumyayii 6 Kpaini, ii niocomoska 00 eubopy
Maudoymuvoi npoghecii. Bcmanosneno, wo numanHs QOpMYSaHHS eKOHOMIUHO20
MUCTIEHHSL YUHIB 3ATUULAEMbCS HEOOCMAMHbO OOCABONCEHUM V Neda2o2iuniil meopii i
npaxmuyi. BuzHaueno yini wKinbHoi eKOHOMIUHOI oceimu ma euxoeanHs. 3a3HaueHo,
WO NPAKMUKA eKOHOMIUHO OPIEHMOBAHUX 3A2ATbHOOCGIMHIX WKL | npogheciinux
HABUANBHUX 3aKNA0I8 CEIOUUMb NPO ICHY8AHHS MPbOX PIGHIE NiO20MOGKU MONI00I 00
NIONPUEMHUYBKOT OISTbHOCII.: C8IMO2NIA0H020, NO2TUONEHOT NIO2OMOBKU 3 OUCYUNTIIH
EKOHOMIYHO20 ~ CHPAMYBAHHS,  NI020MOBKU 00 NIONPUEMHUYBKOL  OLLIbHOCI,
nos'sa3anoi 3 PopMyeaHHAM 0COOUCTICHUX AKOCTEN NIONPUEMIUBOCTE, MOOLILHOCHII,
20MOBHOCMI Ul OPIEHRMAYIT 6 OUHAMIYHUX YMOBAX PUHKOBUX 6IOHOCUH.

Knrouosi cnosa: exonomiune MUCIeHHs, €KOHOMIYHA OCGIMA, eKOHOMIYHe
BUXOBAHHS, YUHIBCLKA MONIOOb.

®OPMUPOBAHUE SKOHOMHWYECKOI'O MBIIIJIEHUS U
BOCIIUTAHUE YUYAIENCSI MOJIOJIEKHU B
OBIIEOBPA30BATEJIbHbIX YYEBHBIX 3ABEJIEHUSIX
YKPAUHBI

H. Bb. EBTyX, U. B. IIponukoBa

B cmamve npoananuzuposan npoyecc QopmMuposanus IKOHOMUYECKO20
MbIULIEHUsL YUAWECsT MONLO0eXNCU 6 00ueodpa308amenbHblX YUeOHbIX 3a8e0eHUSX
Vrpaunvl.  IIpedcmasnenvl OCHOBHblE ACNEKMbl IKOHOMUYECKO20 BOCHUMAHUS
yuawerics  MOR00exdCu 8  YCIOBUAX — COBPEMEHHOU  COYUIbHO-IKOHOMUYECKOU
cumyayuu 8 cmpawe, ee H0020MoKa K gvloopy 6yodyweti npogeccuu. YcmarnosneHo,
umo 8oNpoc POpMUPOBAHUS IKOHOMUHECKO20 MbIULIEHUS. YYAWUXCS OCMAemcs
HEOOCMAMOYHO — UCCTIE008AHHBIM 8  Nedd20cUdeckol meopuu U  NpaKmuke.
Onpedenenvl yenu WKOIbHOZ0 HIKOHOMUYECKO20 00pA3068aHus U S0CHUMAHUSL.
Ommeueno, umo npakmuxa 9KOHOMUYECKU OPUEHMUPOBAHHBIX
00Uje0bpa306amMenbHbIX  WKOL U NPOPECCUOHATbHBIX — YUEOHbIX — 3a6€0eHUll
CcBUAEMENbCMBYeN 0 CYWYECMBOBAHUU MPeX YPOGHEl NO020MOBKU MONOOEHCU K
NPEONPUHUMAMENLCKOU  OESMENbHOCMU:  MUPOBO33PEHUECK020,  YenyONeHHOU
n0020MOBKU N0 OUCYUNIUHAM SKOHOMUUECKO2O HANPABNEHUs;, NOO2OMOBKU K
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NpeonpUHUMAmMenbCKoll 0essmenrbHOCIU, CEA3AHHOU ¢ POopMUPOBAHUEM TUHHOCHBIX
Kavecms npeonpuuMiyu8oCcmy, MOOUNLHOCIU, 20MOBHOCMU U OpPUEHMAYUU 8
OUHAMUYHBIX YCLOBUAX PHIHOYHBIX OMHOULEHUL.

Knrouegvie cnoea: sxonomuyeckoe mvluiienue, oopaszoeanue, IKOHOMUYECKOe
B0CHUMAHUE, YUEeHUYECKAsl MOT00EHCh.
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