Journal of Liberty and International Affairs|Vol. 1, Supp. 1, 2016 Special Issu | elISSN 1857-9760
Published online by the Institute for Research Batbpean Studie— Bitola atwww.¢jlia.com

© 2016Giovanni Brancato, Alessandro Ricc and Melissa Stolfi
This is an open access article distributed unde¢-BY 3.0 License.
Date of acceptance: March 30, 2016

Date of publication: May 20, 2016

Original scientific article

UDC 325.254.4:316.774(450)

FROM HOME SAFETY TO INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM:
HOW ITALIAN TALK SHOWS FRAMED MIGRATION
AFTER THE PARIS ATTACKS

Giovanni Brancato, PhD Candidate
University of Rome La Sapienza
giovanni.brancato[atjuniromal.it

Alessandro Ricci, MA
Independent Researcher
alessandroricci88[at]gmail.com

Melissa Stolfi, PhD Candidate
University of Rome La Sapienza
melissa.stolfi[atjuniromal.it

Abstract

This article investigates the migrants’ represeioiatin the Italian talk shows and how new readirenfes are
developed after the Paris terrorist attacks in Nober 2015. The theoretical framework is composestingies
on migrants’ representation in idia. After recognition of all the primetime lItaligalk shows that have be
broadcasted in the period between 14 November 20614 January 2016, we have chosen thBallaro,
Quinta Colonna e Piazza Pul. The selected corpus has been analyzed ukimdypical tools of the conte
analysis as investigation applied to the narra-conversational structure of talk sho
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INTRODUCTION !

This article aims to analyshow the image of migrants in Italian television
changed after two important events where foreigti@satened European cities’ saf On
13 November, 2015, suicide bombings and mass shodkifigd 130 people in the streets
Paris. Since an IslamiState militant group claimed responsibility foetoffence, the climat
of fear linked to international terrorism fed Charlie Hebdashooting was magnifie On the

Although this article is the result of a joint raseh effort of the three authoiMelissa Stolfi wrote Sections 1 and
Alessandro Ricci wrote Section 2, and Giovanni Beto wrote Sections 4 anc
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New Year's Eve, numerous sexual assaults were tegpan Germany, mainly in Cologne,

and men of Arab or North African appearance wemdicated as perpetrators. European
citizens’ security was now threatened not only lbgaoized terrorists, but also by isolated
foreigners. The common trait was the belongingthe ‘Arab world”, and therefore to Islamic

religion.

ISLAM AS A UNIVERSE OF MEANING

After the Charlie Hebdoshooting, there were undoubtedly huge changesen t
media representation of Islam as a universe of mgaraffecting that of the flow of
immigrants coming to Europe. For universe o megnivg intend to share a culture,
language, religion and practices. As far as wewknevents like Paris and Cologne can
polarize public opinion and generate a sense ¢amte (Saeed 2007) between two different
cultures, separating the public’s perception ofoeiad phenomenon into an unproblematic
“Us” and an unfamiliar, distant “Them” (Bourdieu @D). The juxtaposition of “we versus
them” became stronger in 1989, after the fall ef Berlin Wall, when the division brought by
the Iron Curtain was gone and the world returned t¢altural distinction, no longer based on
economic systems, but rather on cultural univegstsletti 1995). Thus, the public started to
talk about Islam concerning the recetinicizationof conflict - Muslims become enemies
because of their religion rather than their diffgrethnic culture.

This return to bias based on ethnicity seems toaliger unusual, especially in a
world that is based on a globalized economy. I, feaying attention to the economic side,
after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the world stadtenoving toward a reduction of barriers, at
least in terms of goods (Sardar 1999).

Moving to the media representation’s territoryjsitinteresting to analyse the Van
Dijk's perspective on the revival of inter-ethn@ations and racism in the media. The media
discourse on racism, is now acknowledged that tdreept of this feeling being a form of
domination spreads from a negative characterizatiotihe public discourse, which comes
from the white elite in Western European countrigs.fact, non-Europeans are often
described not only in consideration of physicaiilagites, but even more on a cultural base, so
it would be correct to consider this phenomenon aten of “ethnicity”. It builds fence
between the in-group and out-group, shaped byioeligculture and language (Van Dijk
1991). This idea is linked to what Said (1978) <@ltientalismand its definition of “in” and
“out-group”, and is connected to ethnicity as aiaosystem based on ethnic characteristics
perpetrated by the Western white majority.

Following this path, one would assume that ethyistconsolidated by stereotypes
built up over the years and, above all, must beodzible to continue their function.
Examples of reproduction of stereotypes are theian@burdieau 1973). They have a strong
position concerning the transmission and articofatof speeches that represent minority
groups such as migrants (Cottle 2002; 2006). Irpstpof this thesis, taken up by other
scholars, it is argued that the media often act bk elite that sends messages, under its
cultural hegemony (Zelizer and Allan 2002; Poold Bichardson 2006).

In summary, the three key ideas that emerge indlaionship between media and
immigration are the presence of stereotypes, ttegiroducibility and the dramatization of
events typical of media logic, in this case leadmgisrepresenting the image of immigrants.
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This trend is often found in the agenda settingnefia reporting facts related to migrants
only in a negative meaning or focusing on illegat adeviant behaviour. Moreover, we
certainly cannot underestimate the framing of tbav:1 Thanks to this process, events are
placed in a broader context of meaning and linkedther events, thanks to semantic
references (Goffman 1974), and Entnam (1993) arglias the framing technique is the
selection process of some aspects of perceivedtyrdal make them more salient in a
communicative text.

The media representation of Islam in Italy has belearacterised by some vices,
distortions and mystifications. Italian media teadepresent this “alien” world as monolithic,
not plural and poor of cultural experience (Binadttd Martino 2004) and to narrate Islam as
a world from which most migrants originate, thatds repetition of stereotypes. Because of
their pervasive development, the role of the medaitical in building a public sphere in the
dialogue and the development of an interculturaietg (Musard and Parmiggiani 2014). In
particular, Binotto (2004) introduces the conceptemergency leading to two different
frameworks: the humanitarian and the securitariawe, dboth linked to an exceptional
situation. Therefore, this representation provideisonly the concept of emergency, but, also,
a polarization of public opinion. Over these twarfreworks we can recognize two types of
immigrants, the ones to help and the ones to rejdot securitization process transforms
discursively immigration to a security problem ahd migrant in a potential criminal (Cutitta
2012). In securitarian terms, migrants are clasgiinto one category and labelled as outcasts
or even dangerous individuals for the society. Ttesises a person’s depersonalization
process, ignoring the individual and relegating Bymbolically in the legal category of non-
person (Dal Lago 1999).

The immigrant imagined by the media is usually apéeate person and therefore
potentially dangerous, bearer of problems and diegien, so that words as “immigration”
and “landings” are brought into the field of emergg thanks to the link with terms like
“invasion”, “despair”, “crime” and even “terrorisn{Colombo 2012). According to Dal Lago
(1999) this particular asset undertaken by thealtaimedia would contribute to circulation
and confirmation of a kind of fear that derivesnfrahe link between terrorism and
immigration, expressed in reference to the forgigasence in Italy as a grey area where
Islamic fundamentalists could be hidden (Binottd &artino 2004).

THE MIGRANTS’ REPRESENTATION IN THE ITALIAN MEDIA

The data collected b@arta di Roman theThird Reportshow that in 2015 there was
a increase of different informative products — ngayers and TV programs - which have
talked about immigration. In the first ten months 2015, there are about 3.437 news
dedicated to this topic, the highest number inltis¢ 11 years of survey (Associazione Carta
di Roma 2015). News items related to migrationaasemple and immediate way to add it on
the agenda; moreover, immigration is set on theofdpe Italian media and political agenda
because of the exponential growth of migrant flalast involving Italy in the last year. But
as for any topic, immigration is told in differemtanner by the media (Sciortino and Colombo
2004a; 2004b; Bruno 2008; Morcellini 2011, 2013prfk the studies conducted Barta di
Roma,we can identify three main frames which is thentezlrhigration: hospitality, security
and terrorism.
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The hospitality frameincludes all the debates focused on the problends the
possible solutions related to the integration efftreigner.The security framds connected
to arguments concerning crime, social, politicad asonomic instability perceived as a result
of migration flows. Theterrorism framerefers to the tendency to create links between
immigration and the roots of Islamist terrorism time territory of Occidental States
(Associazione Carta di Roma 2015).

The main theme iBeatr, the feeling shared by the three frames propoBed. could
have several meanings: fear due to the lack otysafethe streets, fear due to the inefficient
politics that is not able to administrate the coynfear due to the lack of cooperation
between the European States for the resolutiomadfigms.

The research carried out by tBeropean Observatory on Securfiyoves that the
way in which media speak about fear is centralncoaraging fear itself: since tv discourses
are built on thaus-themopposition (Benveniste 1974), individuals couldlée to read the
migration in a logic exclusion rather than inclusio

Speaking of frame construction, the Carta di Roaport shows that, compared to
the analysis carried out in 2007 and 2009, in 2@8i€re is an important change: the
replacement of duammigrant-criminal with immigrant-competitor(Associazione Carta di
Roma 2015).

In earlier years, mass media have told about neaassiand immigrants in terms of
ethnicity and religion (for example, media undezlirthnicity or credo of criminals).
Nowadays, with the worsening of living conditiopgople believe that immigration is one of
the causes of economic crisis, unemployment, samal political problems of Italy (for
example media speak about immigration, reformsmot@yment, social inclusion at the
same time and in the same space).

In both periods, media system has described migradéiveraging osecurity frame,
but shifting between two different meanings: in fheest, security was related to crime and
daily life of people; now it should be interpretedits wider meaning, as connected to the
incompetence of the State to restore geopolitiaddrixes. This puts the current situation into
the profound break between East and West cultures.

According to Marletti (1995), it is not possible talk about migration without
contextualizing the topic with current events. Dgri2015, immigration received permanent
coverage, and episodes linked to it have been esiggthas relevant news items. The year
begins with theCharlie Hebdoshooting that leads to the preliminary combinatbterrorism
and immigration. But media system has been usamgrism frane to influence public
opinion for a short time, since the high numbelaoidings and the sea slaughters induced to
emphasize thhospitality frame.

From February to June, the increase of incomingsefoEuropean Union to plan a
strategy of cooperation to help Countries — Itatgtfof all — that are most affected by the
migrant flows. Immigration reaches a large visthilihanks to lots of informative products
talking about it in connection with the tragedytioé Sicily Canal on 18 Apfil The closing of
borders by some European members, the inefficiehdyiton Operation to control borders
in Mediterranean area lead to both a permanentrageeof immigration issue and a narration
in terms of hospitality from the media for a goatpf the year.

2 The night of 18 April 2015 the shipwreck of antFean boat caused the death of about 800 migreyitgytto arrive in
Italy. The incident is considered one of the wanstitime tragedies of the Mediterranean in receatry.
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In September, the publication of the picture of akyKurdi, the Syrian child found
dead on a Turkish beach, produced lots of new d&ons about immigrants and policy
options in European Union both in public sphere ayediia space.

Since October, issues regarding national politicshsas “Mafia Capitalé”
“Vatileaks 2", and the resignation of the Major of Rome, Ignadiarino, took the place of
immigration into the informative products. Thisusition continues until the terrorist attacks
of Paris on 13 November, after which the mediatéeagain immigration using therrorism
frame Now, the latter is the main reading frame adogigditalian media; but, after the
sexual assaults in Cologne, it is mixed withspitalityand, in particularsecurity frames

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING TV TALK SHOW

Since immigration has become a leading issue,ipalliteaders have been called to
speak about this issue in TV talk shows. Talk showso rebuild settings similar to the
spaces of viewers’' experience. In this way, honssvers feel more involved in the
interaction and are influenced by the guests’ amin{Pezzini 1999). The discursive
interaction is the narrative engine of these forrtieg exchange of points of view, the conflict,
the polarization of positions, but also the rolegagsts and hosts are essential to define the
interpretative frames used (Ruggiero 2014). Thatmkshe framing, talk show is able to
influence viewers’ opinions. The attention giventalk shows to immigration depends on the
particularity of the issue that is able to polarzessts’ opinion during the interaction and to
build a functional debate into the program.

To investigate the migrants’ representation in ladan talk shows, we made a
recognition of all that programs that have beenaticasted in prime time on so-called
“generalist” channels, in the period between Frjdd$ November 2015, and Friday, 15
January 201%

The large number of TV shows that have dealt withilmmigration issue albeit with
a frame different from the one presented before Raesian tragic events. Only in the
analysis' early stage, it was also examiQerhrto Grado- an Italian talk show in prime time,
which usually takes up almost exclusively of cutrements relating to disappearances and
cases of crime news. On 13 November, because ofjkared in the same hours of the
Parisian attacks, a part of the program has beeap#iwnally dedicated to breaking news,
including debates with in studio guests, telephoaks and video reports by experts and
journalists from the French capital. After the “egency”, the TV show returns almost
completely to its typical connotation, although twisome episode segments dealt with
terrorist attacks in the French streets and aB#taclan theatre.

In the primetime talk shows aired after the Pavisngs, the issue of immigration has
been the main theme. In some of these cases ith@amly subject of the episode, and only a
few times it was a topic discussed marginal thdmemst The quick response of the television
medium to the disruptive power of breaking news Ib@sn made possible on the one hand
thanks to the special newscast and, the other liagdks to the subsequent schedule changes.

% The inquiry about supposed association betwestigsolbusiness and organized crime, operatingdm&since 2000.

4 The inquiry based on confidential information léaR/atican.

5 Ballard (RaiTre) Dalla Vostra Parte(Rete4) DiMartedi (La7), La Gabbia(La7), PiazzaPulita(La7), Porta a Porta
(RaiUno) Quarto Grado(Rete4),Quinta ColonnaRete4) Virus — Il contagio delle idegRaiDue). In the same period was
aired a single episode bf Onda(La7), but it dealt with issues far from that ofdarest in this study.

20



Journal of Liberty and I nternational Affairs|Vol. 1, Supp. 1, 2016 Special Issue | elISSN 1857-9760
Published online by the Institute for Research Bndopean Studies — Bitola at www.e-jlia.com

Only two of the selected talk®iMartedi andLa Gabbig didn’t realize any special episode.
Four of them have transmitted one special telemigpisode Ballaro, Dalla vostra parte
Piazza Pulit§, Porta a Portd. Virus-Il contagio delle idegansmitted two episodes.

The TV broadcasting schedules analysis has idedtifivo different periods during
which almost all of the primetime talk shows’ aganglas related to immigration, although
presenting it in two different frames. The firstripd is between the beginnings of the
analysis, the day after the Paris attacks, upadsiimday, 6 December 2015. The second one
goes from the week following New Year's Eve, speaify from 4 January 2016, coinciding
with the emergence of news concerning the actsodénce that took place in Cologne, up to
the end of the analysis.

We have proceeded with a further selection thatwedtl us to choose three talk
shows: Ballaro, Quinta Colonnae Piazza Pulita- are primetime TV format transmitted
respectively on RAI3, Rete4 and La7. In the typ@eddentified by Haarman (1999), they
fall into the issue-oriented formatategory: two or more guests express their opinmms
current issues that are considered more importgntheé public, while the TV presenter
manages the interaction between all participaneseHthe pluralism is ensured through the
presence of guests with different opinions, ofteghly polarized, that can be represents
different interpretations of the speech's subjPetzgini 1999).

First period: after the Paris attacks

Since the terrorist massacres of 13 November, tigomal media analyze the
migration phenomenon in the Islamic internatioeatdrism frame. However, it is not easy to
identify the different frames used because of tlamyrhours in live television that dealt with
this topic. In this first period, it is almost imggble to argue about immigration in terms of
hospitality, but it is “normal” the drift toward$é international security issue: Third World
War became increasingly a real possibility. Thiglear examining the same title of the 19
November episode dPiazza Pulita(*The evil's roots”), and the video caption Qfuinta
Colonnaaired 23 November (“The terror alert in Europe aadurity in Italy”).

Table 1: Talk shows episodes between the next dBgris attacks and first week of December 2015.

Date Talk show Title/Themes of episode
16/11/15| Quinta Colonna| “Paris Attacks”
17/11/15| Ballaro Terrorism, security, ISIS, war, Jubilee

19/11/15| Piazza Pulita “The evil's roots”

23/11/15| Quinta Colonna | “The terror alert in Europe and security in Italy”

24/11/15| Ballaro Terrorism, sicurity, ISIS, war, immigration, taxes

26/11/15| Piazza Pulita “The end of innocence”

30/11/15| Quinta Colonna | “Alarm terrorism and security in the country a fdays before the openin
of the Jubilee”

«Q

01/12/15| Ballaro Terrorism, security, ISIS, war, immigration, econgmVatileaks,
retirement benefits, eighteen-year-old bonus, taxes
03/12/15| Piazza Pulita “The Wall”

® Piazza Pulitaalso broadcasted an Islamic State video-repothénlate evening, after the end of the weekly ragul
primetime episode, on January 7, 2016.
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In the first period, the episodes are almost dgticcused on Islamic terrorism at the
international level (Table 1): starting from theriBavents and passing through the Bamako
hotel attack in Mali. However, we can see as theatian of these events arises, in particular,
from the element of possible “proximity” of the topOn the one hand we talk about violence
in the streets of France, our “cousin” country, #meldeath of a young Italian scholar, Valeria
Solesin, who has become a simulacrum of "“foreigmasion”. On the other hand, the
imminent opening of the Jubilee in Rome becomespirdect place for a future terrorist
attack against his own best interests. These atespme of the themes that underpin the
television public debates. The effective possipitif an international conflict is the element
of the common background to all examined talk sholss topic is become even more
nearby to the “common sense”. It has been postibaleks to the choice to deal with it within
television arenas, usual to debate about taxasement benefits and the labor market. The
issues related to the socio-political national, ltiegether with economic ones, gave rise to
public television debate during the period from &Bmber 2015 and 5 January 2016, where
the migration topic has been almost totally abaeddiTable 2).

Table 2: Talk shows episodes in the middle analgsperiod between the first week of December and the
New Year's Eve.

Date Talk show Title/Themes of episode

07/12/15| Quinta Colonna | “Christmas will be, once again, skinny and poorrfarst of the Italians”
08/12/15| Ballaro Jubilee, Vatileaks, ISIS, populism, economic cridnks, retirement
benefits, world of work, taxes
10/12/15| Piazza Pulita “Cheated”

15/12/15| Ballaro Banks, Renzi government, taxes, retirement benefits
17/12/15| Piazza Pulita “The panthef
22/12/15| Ballaro Renzi government, banks, taxes, world of work,geasion

Here, media agenda topics were strictly focusedpolitical and policy issues:
citizens’ security relating to Jubilee opening ceoay, extra-parliamentary debates about
2016 Law of Stability, and “Save-Banks” legislative decfee

Second period: after the sexual assaultsin Cologne

Since the beginning of 2016, the immigration iskae returned central in the Italian
talk shows debates because of New Year's Eve sagsallts in Cologne. In addition to the
security frame, a new one is added to the migrablbbenomenon: social inclusion. As an
important international issue, social inclusion bgays been considered crucial, because it's
based on cultural differences related at religi@ml political reasons that can have
consequences on international social equilibrium.tHis context, television arenas were
focused on dichotomy of the women socio-culturabge, particularly in the differences
between the East and the West. In using it asraefrff@r immigration topic, the focus in the

" The financial law regarding terms for the forroatbf the annual and multi-annual State budget.
8 The government has allocated a fund to resolvesés gegarding four banks: Banca Marche, Bancarky Carife, and
CariChieti.
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media debates was placed on a sociological anabydise social inclusion issue, even if it
was never disconnected from security theme. Insdédeing an international level, now, the
fear is related at the safety in the cities.

Table 3: Talk shows episodes from Cologne eventp to the end of the surveys.

Date Talk show Title/Themes of episode
07/01/16| Piazza Pulita “Crack — The hate”

11/01/16| Quinta Colonna | “What can we expect in 2016? Politics, taxes, inmatign and social crisis
under microscope”

12

12/01/16| Ballaro Cologne, Turkey, Quarto, Italian politics, immigaat, integration, taxes$
evasion, retirement benefits
14/01/16| Piazza Pulita Italian politics, Quarto, public administrationyitiunions, ISIS

Although they gave so much attention to the fadt€ologne, Italian talk shows
have taken faithfully the subjects media agendaXxgmining the most relevant domestic
issues from the first days of the year. Specificdliey discussed issues related to the political
life of the State that have repercussions on ciiz€public administration, retirement
benefits), issues with social background (law owil ainions), but also subjects such as
judicial scandal that involved the Municipality @uartd, small town near Naples (Table 3).

CONCLUSION

After the Paris attacks, talk shows have focusedronigration-security dichotomy,
which is typical of today's multicultural societzven before of it, international media have
treated the immigration issue in terms of safetwalt as hospitality and social inclusion. But
in the selected period, the media narration tab@ua migration phenomenon performing a
forced change of symbols and meanings, using dielmé moving the debate topics towards
more sensitive issues to the public. Ordinary crene citizen security are linked, almost
“naturally”, to the increasing of migrants’ landsghat are out of police control. The large
presence of illegal immigrants is identified as afethe most important problem of the
nation. If before the Paris events the securitynawas crystallized within the issue of
security in streets and houses, after it takesva meaning: it talks about an international
danger that threatens the entire West. Tharlie Hebdoshooting on 7 January 2015 is a
fundamental element of the media narrative of whioh Paris attacks are just a sign of
continuity. It is the simulacrum of a Western urgamedness proposed again after one year
and that makes us even more vulnerable in the pelgk. After the Cologne events, the fear
grows even more because it has fallen into a allstereotype: the foreigner, in the role of
the executioner, makes violence against women, repieesents the victim but is, at the same
time, guilty. Islamic terrorists attack women as #mbodiment of Western cultural progress
opposed to the Middle Eastern one. Although theianeéebate is centred on the security issue
as well as linked to terrorism, now, it spills oveto the area of social inclusion issue
between two cultures both diverse and ancient, lwban hardly coexist in a peaceful manner
without any violence.

® Giovanni De Robbio, city council member of Quaitoaccused of aggravated vote trading and atteheptertion against
the Mayor Rosa Capuozzo. After that, they were keghérom their political party, the M5S.
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