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THE ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOLS IN THE RUSSIAN
EMPIRE IN THE CONTEXT OF EDUCATIONAL REFORMS
OF XIX CENTURY
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In the article the features of reforming of secondary education
in first half of XIX century in days of Alexander I, its organization and
influence of the government on national education as a whole are
stated.

Keywords: Secondary education, gymnasium, Alexander I,
reforming.

The science problem. In Russian Empire in XIX century there were
created of educational districts which realized scientifically and educational
activities which governed by statutes, orders and resolutions. Reforms of
1802-1805, 1828, 1852, 1860, 1864, 1872 etc. were directed at perfecting of
existent educational system of Empire. The analysis and actualization of
experience of these educational districts activity allow: to do the comparative
analysis of past and present, to forecast of organization and direction of
modern educational institution, to foresee scientifically of positive and
negative phenomena in the modern national educational system perfecting; to
improve the positive experience of educational districts activity to the
management educational organ’s work; to provide the unity and succession
of the historical pedagogical process which is the most relevant for today in
the condition of reforming educational system. It is especially important to
support the balance between innovations and traditions.

The last exploring analysis. At the different stage of the educational
system formation the educational system’s activity and its aspects was
examined in the works of N. Dem’yanenko, N. Yevtukh, T. Zavgorodnyaya,
A. Ivanova, V.Kryemyen’, D.Korzhov, I. Malinko, V. Mayboroda,
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0. Sukhomlinskaya, V. Trigubenko, S. Filonenko, M. Yarmachenko, and,
also, the thesis researches of O. Anicshenko, V. Postolatiy, A. Sinyavskaya.

The article’s aim is to analyze the secondary school organization in
the condition of the state and society life of Russian Empire in the context of
XIX century educational reforms.

The basic materials. The comprehensive school originated in Empire
during Ministry of native education formation by the Statute in 1804. The
aim of the secondary school was formulated as a human education.
According to this principal was definite the subject’s course, which was
necessary to teach, and also the pupil’s contingent. So, to the gymnasium
course was entered the subjects, which in the governing organs opinion, were
the most important and necessary for overall development, for training of
youth to the university and everyday life. According to the Statute 1804 there
were: Mathematics, History, Geography and Statistics, Philosophy, Political
Economy, Natural History, Technology, Commercial Science, Latin, French,
German and Painting [1].

With the high administration permission each gymnasium could
increase the subject’s and teacher’s quantity (Statute 1804, art.2). There were
admitted to the gymnasium everyone. So, in the Statute there was no one
paragraph, which limited the rule of attending of educational state for social
status. There were complaints no to the substance of the Statute, but its small
parts. The main and basic lack of the Statute was encyclopedic manner of the
gymnasium in four years course. Though all forgotten that the course was
seven years, as the pupils of the districts school entered to the gymnasium.
Also there was surprised an absence in the course the God’s Law and
Russian. This absence was explained by “forgetfulness” of the Statute
authors, but the first information of the God’s Law and Russian spelling rules
the pupils got in the district schools. This Statute was met critically because
of that, it was synthetically transferred from French life to the Russian life
that’s why near time there was a transformation and adaptation of the
Russian life conditions of that time [1].

During edition of the Statute the Russian society quite seriously
discussed the question: is the education helpful or no, and concluded to the
doubts. So, the publisher of the magazine “The Herald of Europe” in 1804
wrote that it was necessary to give to peasant only that knowledge, which he
need and “God save us if all nation will consist of scientists” [3]. The
negative attitude to the science during analyzed period in the Russian society
conditions got the religion base.
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From the own confession of Alexander I, 1812 had the educational
matter for him. Since, he put the religious interests highly. He said to the
bishop Alert that he had a decision to devote myself and my reign only for
God and spreading of His glory. From that time the society considered the
distribution of some new thoughts dangerous for religion and society [3].

These changes could not affect to the content of the secondary
education. The reference point of the secondary school history was Ministry
of prince Golitsyn (1814-1824). In 1817 there was unification of Ministry of
native education and the Office of religious Affairs for Christian piety was
the basis of origin education. The members of the Governing Board were the
persons as baron Fitinghof, Laval’, Sturdza, Magnitskiy and the other.
Thanks to the pamphlet of Sturdza (1818), where he attitude to the university
with the contempt and approved of political repression, the persecutions
began. His thoughts impacted to the fate of Russian schools, reformed in the
Holly Alliance’s spirit [2].

The God’s Law, which at the start of the 1819, according to order of
Minister of religious affairs and native education, was ordered to read at all
state institution every day before start the lessons one or two chapters of New
Testament by the following way that pupils listened all of the Gospel and
The Acts of the Apostles during the year. After that, little by little, there were
included Nature and Native Jurisprudence, Political Economics, Psychology
and Moral Philosophy, and instead of them was improved intensified
teaching of Russian and Latin, History and Geography. December 11, 1824
the Minister of native education proposed to the Governing Board of schools
the following: 1) native education must be on Russian in all Empire, despite
the different religious and languages; 2) Russian literature must be entered
everywhere and be favored by everybody; 3) Greek must be everywhere,
except the school of another confessions, must have advantages to the Latin,
considering the religious significance of Greek [2].

All indicated changes in Statute 1804 had done it absolutely colorless,
undermined all basic in which it was formed. This Statute didn’t match to
new spirit of that time already. Since December 1825 the domination of the
political reaction was started. In 1832 new magazines had to publish with the
Highest permission, and since 1836 was forbidden at all [1].

The Government considered that all of the existing school and
education, giving by them was the source of freethinking. It believed that
school graduated the spoiled youth, and Ministry let the liberal direction. On
the basis on that view on the education and its content, it was necessary the
new perspective of education and tutoring and the new Statute with the
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particular political program in which there was the basis for repression of
freethinking. Shishkov said that the main aim of all educational institutes
was education of loyal subjects, well-educated and tried sons of the church
and native land. Thus School became the political tool and in that spirit all of
the ministers operated — Shishkov, Liven’, Uvarov. Their efforts were
directed to reduce “unwise desire of youth to education” [3].

New Government saw the support of the throne and the motherland
only in nobility, and the ability of the individual personalities to find a way
out by getting the education they saw as a dangerous for State. That’s why all
of their politics during analyzed period was directed to do the estate’s
education, dismissing the low classes from secondary and higher education.
The Government gave to peasants the parochial schools, merchants and
craftsmen — the district school, gymnasium and universities — only for
nobility.

In the Manifesto August 19, 1827 it was indicated that the subjects
studying and teaching methods as possible were according to the future
pupil’s mission, and each pupil didn’t try to overcome his estate [2].

Giving the availability only to nobility the secondary and the higher
education the Government considered training educational officials on whose
may rely. Thus according to The Statute 1828, pupils, whose graduate the
gymnasium, have the right to get the rank during short time. At the same
time any private initiative in the native education was chased. The private
school were closed and if it was stayed, as an exception, in the condition of
hard control from the Governmental side [1].

The Russian Government took in its hand all native education and,
according to this, formed educational department in gymnasium. In this
organization it purpose two aims: at first to curtail studying of many subjects
in secondary school, especially subjects, which gave general development
“luxury half-cognition; at second to change them such subjects, which would
develop “the industry” and “the prudency” in pupils, demand of them
continued lessons and draw away from harmful thoughts. That political tool
was chosen classicism.

Those efforts achieved the aim. Studying of the dead forms, in which
was directed the main attention in gymnasium, dulled almost all human
abilities. The level of general education came down greatly and at the first
plan was con the grammar. School began to send for antipathy in society.
Even nobility, for whose was intended the gymnasium, attitude to it without
sympathy and chose the military college. Ministry of education wanted to
simplify repeatedly the negative attitude in society to studying of classical
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language of ancient Romans, but all of these efforts could not repress
society’s mood of this cause.

According to its inside structure, gymnasium was exact copy of
Russian society. After 1828 to the educational stage appeared the
administrative factor in all its power. All leadership was concentrated in the
hand of headmaster. He had to observe for all the teachers were “worthy tool
of Government”. The teachers were limited hardly in them activities. No one
live word had to appear from them to the pupils. The schoolbooks, in which
could read between the lines something, were revised and forbidden.

Since 1828 the period of ruthless and continuous whipping of the
pupils began and cause many persons to madness. The punishment was the
work of observer. For example, one of them whipped with the birch skillfully
repeating, some of them read the German poems. The whipped so hard that
many pupils didn’t stand and began to ask for forgiveness. The notice from
the Ministry’s magazine tells us about the level of using the birches. From
official account in Kyiv during the year 551 from 4100 pupils had whipped,
in gymnasium of Volyn’ - 229 from 600. Despite that condition at the end of
analysis period the Government concluded, that gymnasium didn’t
correspond to ideal. So, despite all prohibition, the nobility’s percent
increased, but raznochintsi stayed. They were entered because of lack of
pupils from nobility. General number of pupils increased that’s why to stop
the access of low states to secondary school in 1845 was increased the tuition
fees, which was improved in 1819 not because of economic factors, but for
“limiting luxury cognition”. But these arrangements weren’t enough and in
1848-1850 the tuition fees was increase again. But there was a suspicion
according to the high tuition fees the upper class will give the advantages to
the private and home education. In order to distract the low class from
gymnasium course in 1848 was done the radical changes in the gymnasium
Statute. There was one reason, because of which was necessary to reform the
secondary education: gymnasiums, especially Germans, began to succumb to
the oppressions. That’s why according to the Statute 1849 from the fourth
course the bifurcation began, that is division into departments: 1) classic with
Latin (20 lessons) and Greek for all commerce (10 lessons) where can
entered persons who prepared to enter to the university; 2) juridical, where
instead of classical languages the Legislation was learned for persons
wishing to enter to the military service [1].

In 1851 it was determined that the teaching of Greek was superfluous
because the youth could stray from Christianity origin because of pagan’s
authors. The gymnasiums with two classical languages were stayed only in
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the universities towns and some other. Instead of Greek in gymnasiums was
entered the Natural History. In that way the classical school’s place raised
the real school. But this new school wasn’t different from the classical school
almost. The duties of the classical languages “to give the fundamental
education” and “interrupt from reading the harmful books” realized
successfully Natural History and Legislation. Last subject, for example, was
studied by books of professor Rozhdestvenskiy and was a dull list of Russian
laws on 400 pages, which had to con and changed of classical language
conning. The mental level of gymnasium pupils was reduced significantly,
and also the quantity of pupils. At the statistics the number of pupils 1836-
1848 increase to 20000 persons and since this year 1851 it begins to reduce
and in 1855 there were 17817 persons. The student’s quantity in the
universities achieved to 4016 persons, and in 1849 reduced to 325 persons
[3].

At its inside structure, gymnasium was at that time the harsh police
institution. On each step to the pedagogical craft the political element was
added. In order to ensure reliability in teaching of the God’s Law since 1850
in Kyiv and Kharkov there was entered the post of the main observers, which
had to observe the teaching of such important subject in temporal educational
institutions. Patronized by the leadership, the teachers all of attention
concentrated on taking of bad ideas from the young minds [1].

In order of Ministry of education (1851) a lot of attention was paid to
external dressing of pupils for meeting, greeting and accompanying of leader
persons, which attended the gymnasium [1].

The conclusions. So, the consequence of this politics was the full
disorganization of secondary school in which confessed the entire Ministry
itself. Gymnasium lost under itself the classical basis but didn’t get the real.
The fragments of different science were united in it, which hadn’t a certain
system. The educated teachers, which worked on vocation, stayed in some
towns. They engaged to pupil’s development. The educational methods were
Russian literature and historical sciences. It was the same between the
Russian societies. Life in that hard time smoldered in it despite all troubles
and severities. The Russian society continued to develop and kept the
interests to the education. By only this factor can confirm the fast rise of
social and school life, which came to the following reign.

Literature

1. Aleshintsev 1. History of gymnasium education in Russia / I. Aleshintsev. —
S-Pb.:Edition of O. Bogdanova, 1912.- 352p.- (XVII and XIX centuries).

232



JlyxOoBHiCTb 0cOOMCTOCTi: METOAOIOTisI, Teopisi i MpaKTHKA 6 (69)-2015

2. Universal education in Russia. Digest of articles/edited by prince Dmitriy
Shakhovskiy.- [Edition I].- M.: Tipo-lit. V. Rikhter, Tverskaya, Mamonovskaya
St., private building, 1902. - 204p.

3. Stoyunin V.Y. Pedagogical compositions / V.Y. Stoyunin. — [The second
edition]. - S-Pb.: The printing house of M.M. Stasyulevitch, 1903. — 527p.

OPTAHIBAIIS IIKLJI POCIMCHKOI IMITEPIT Y KOHTEKCTI
OCBITHIX PE®@OPM XIX CTOJIITTA

T.B. lllymapa

YV cmammi euknadeno ocobnusocmi peghopmysanms cepednvoi oceimu y
nepwiti nonoguni XIX cmonimms y wacu Onexcanodpa I, it opeanizayii ma enius ypsoy
Ha HAPOOHY 0CEIMY 6 YIIOM).

Knruoei cnosa: cepeons ocsima, eimnasii, Onexcanop I, pechopmysannsi.

OPTAHU3AIIUSA IIKOJ POCCUMCKON UMITEPUU B
KOHTEKCTE OBPA3OBATEJIbHBIX PE®OPM XIX BEKA

T.B. lllymapa

B cmamuve uznooicenvt ocobennocmu pepopmuposanusn cpeonezo obpazosanus
6 nepgotl nonosure XIX eexa 60 epemena Anexcanopa I, e2o opeanusayuu u 61usHUS
npasumenbCmea Ha HapooHoe 06pa3o8aHue 8 YeioM.

Knroueevie cnosa: cpeonee obpazoeanue, cumuazuu, Anexcanop I,
pedopmuposanue.
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TEXHOJIOTUSA NIOAT'OTOBKHU ITEJAI'OI'OB K
®OPMHUPOBAHUIO )KUBHEHHOK KOMIIETEHTHOCTH ¥
BbINTYCKHHUKOB HLIKOJI-UHTEPHATOB ITIOCPEACTBOM

HUHTEPHET-KOHCYJIbTUPOBAHUS

B. A. SIxoBJyeBa

B cmamve  npoananuzupoeamvl  cogpemenmvie  yCl08UA
opeanusayuu npoyecca Gopmuposanus JICUZHEHHOU
KOMNEmeHmHOCMU — BOCNUMAHHUKO8 8  00ujeobpaz06amenbHbIX
WIKONAX-UHMEPHAMax, 000CHO8AHA HE0OXOOUMOCHb NOUCKA HOBLIX
NPaKmuyeckux nymei ux n0020mMoeKu K CAMOCMOAMENbHOU JHCUSHU,
PACKpbIMbl OCHOGHbIE ACNEKNIbl MEXHOA02UU NOO2OMOBKU Nedaz0208
K opmuposanuto diCcusHeHHOU KOMNEMEeHMHOCMU  BbINYCKHUKO8
WIKOT-UHMEPHAMO8  NOCPEeOCMBOM — UHMEPHEM-KOHCYIbIMUPOBAHUL:
NPOAHATU3UPOBAHBL  UCKTIOYUMENbHbIE —CUMYayuu 6 NpaKmuke
UHMEPHeM-KOHCYTIbMUPOBAHUs, ONpeoeleHbl OCHOGHbIe NPUHYUNbL U
3anpeujeHHbvle npuemvl 0essmeIbHOCMU Neddaz0208, OCYWEeCMEIIOUUX
UHMEPHEeM-KOHCYTbMUPOBAaHIUe.

Knroueevie cnosa: cupomcmeso, sHcusHenHas KOMNEmMeHmHOCmb,
WIKOIbI-UHMEPHAMb,  B6bINYCKHUKU — WKO-UHMEPHAMO8,  HOBble
MEeXHOI02UU, UHIMEPHEM-KOHCYTbMUPOBAHUE.

[MocTtanoBka mpo6iieMbl B 001IeM BHAE U €€ CBSI3b € BAKHBIMH
HAYYHBIMH W MPAKTHYECKUMH 3aaHusIMI. KOITNM4ecTBO OMONOrHIEeCKHUX U
COIMAJIHBIX CHUPOT B Hallell CTpaHe HMEET YCTOMYMBYIO TEHIEHIUIO K
YBEIMUYEHHUIO. DTO Ta YaCTh HACENEHUs YKpauHbl, KOTOpas HYXKJIaeTcs B
0c0o00¥ TO/UIePKKE ¥ BHUMAHWW, IMOHUMAaHUHM M TOIECYHUTEIBCTBE KaK CO
CTOPOHBI TOCYapPCTBA, TaK ¥ CO CTOPOHBI OONECTBEHHOCTH.

OnHOBpEeMEHHO ¢ 00OCTpEHHEM TPOOIEMbl CHPOTCTBA BO3HHKAET
HEOOXOMUMOCTh HM3YYCHUS H BHEIPEHUS HOBBIX (HOPM TOATOTOBKH
BOCITUTAHHUKOB 00111e00pa30BaTEIEHBIX LIKOJI-UHTEPHATOB K
CaMOCTOSATENIFHOW KU3HH, TTOUCKA 3P PEKTUBHBIX MEXaHU3MOB MX aJIalTalluu
B OTKPBITOM COI[MAJIbHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE.

CymiecTByrolasi OpraHu3ainus mporecca (HOpMUPOBAHHS KUIHCHHOU
KOMIICTCHTHOCTH BOCHHUTAHHHKOB B  OOIIEOOpa30BAaTENBHBIX —IIKOJAaX~-
WHTEPHATAX 10 pPAAy CICHUPHISCKUX OCOOCHHOCTEH HE IO3BOJISET
chopMHUpOBATH Yy HHMX  OCHOBBl  JKM3HEHHOW  KOMIIETEHTHOCTH,
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