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1. Introduction

Sir, the problem of anaphylaxis caused by an insect bite is
an important problem in emergency medicine. The common
problematic insects are bee, wasp, etc. Focusing on ant,
it is rarely mentioned. However, the ant anaphylaxis is
actually existed and should not be forgottenl1-31. Of interest,
ant bite can result in severe anaphylaxis and can result in
deathi4.51. Here, the author summarized the nature of acute
anaphylaxis due to red fire ant (Solenopsis geminata) bite in
our setting. Within in 5 years in our medical center (2008—
2013), there are 4 cases (3 females and 1 male, age 18-32
years old) of acute anaphylaxis due to red fire ant bite. All
cases present the signs and symptoms of anaphylaxis within
15 minutes after getting bite. All cases were referred to
the ICU of the big hospital and the steroid therapy is used.
All cases got full recovery within 1 day after admission.
Focusing on hypersensivity to fire ant, the problem can
range from mild, local pustules, to severe, life—threatening
anaphylaxis, conditionl6l. There are at least 4 allergens, Sol
i venom, detectable in fire antl6l. For treatment, additional
to standard steroid therapy, the fire ant allergen—specific
immunotherapy is also purposed as an alternative but this

method is usually not practical in general practice.
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