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Introduction

One of the most important Shi'ite religious rituals is mourning that has a long history. Although the formation of this
ceremony took place outside the realm of religion (Boloukbashi, 1998), it gradually received, from religion and
religious clergy, support in the forms of Taziye and saga readings. With the decline of the traditional mourning, a
new dirge was introduced to mourning. These new dirges are empty of sanctity content, and have concerned the
clergy and religious leaders. However, a new generation has its own way of mourning and may not accept the
teachings of the previous generations (Naghibzade; 2004). In other words, the new generation is looking to launch the
trick in mourning, but it seems the changes in this field are over the limits and mourning in recent years has been
removed from its original purpose. This trend was called popularization of dirge, and is investigated in the present
research. Many factors are involved in dirge popularization, but two factors are more important than others; one of
these factors is the spread of Western pop music implementation (changed from major to minor rhythms) and the
other is increasing usage of certain non-religious terms, with conversational styl. It seems that in recent years, both of
these factors are introduced in mourning with particular intelligence through soft power. So we argue that mourners,
without understanding it, have fallen in the lap of Western culture. In this paper, the influence of pop music, as a
symbol of Western soft power, on dirge is investigated.

Materials & Methods

Pop dirges are displayed with fast and multiplicative
rhythms and passions which are beyond intelligence, in
which dirge weeper or his colleague try to show a sort
of rapture. Measurement of pop dirge was conducted
through contingency analysis that is a type of
quantitative content analysis, consisting of a systematic
and repeatable testing of codes which, according to the
valid laws of numerical value measurement, is
attributed to the text and then, using statistical
methods, relationships among its value is analyzed.
Also, it is based on the meaningfulness of symmetry or
asymmetry between concepts. Research sample was
selected from ten percent of the total 2000 Persian and
Turkish dirge clips which were available to researcher.
By using simple random sampling method, finally 200
clips (100 Persian clips and 100 Turkish clips) which
were produced between the years of 2003 and 2013
were selected. The contingency of symmetry concepts
such as religious teachings, moral teachings, cognitive
teachings, emotional expressions, absurd statements,
royal statements, vague phrases, dirge rhythms and
statements of historical distortion were examined. This
symmetry of concepts was measured by chi-square test.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions
The results showed that, firstly, there were meaningful
symmetry between the concepts related to sanctity of

dirges among statistical sample in both languages. This
indicates that dirges are getting distance from religious
values and are becoming deconsecrated. Secondly
convergence was observed between Persian and
Turkish mourning in deconsecration. A more precise
assessment showed that the distortion of the history in
Turkish dirge is more prevalent than in the Persian one,
while mourning in the Persian dirge rhythms is faster
than in the Turkish dirge rhythm. According to the
results it can be said that part of the dirge is removed of
its religious content and mourning moves to only ritual
ceremony. The continuation of this trend in the coming
years may lead to dirge weepers who have no religious
knowledge and will be in the service of pop music
trend. In order to avoid this trend, religious authorities
should warn against eulogies which implement pop
dirge; they also need to warn against using absurd
words in dirge.
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