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The article discusses the specifics of migration processes in the North Caucasus region in the post-Soviet period. 

It is determined that the intensification of migration processes in the region due to the influence of factors such as 
destabilization of the socio-economic and political situation, growth of nationalism in some republics and the problem 
of "divided" peoples resulting from repeated changes in the administrative-territorial structure of the state in the Soviet 
period. It was also determined that in 1990s and in 2000s the migration processes in the North Caucasus had different 
character. The specifics of migration processes in 1990s was that the largest ethnic group, which left the region during 
this period were Russians. In total, the region in this period left more than 55% of Russians, and in the Republic of 
Ingushetia and in the Chechen Republic, this number exceeded 90%. The peculiarity of migration processes in the 
North Caucasus in 2000s consisted in intensification of migration flows from some national republics, mostly Chechnya 
and Dagestan, to the territory of Stavropol region. It is noted that an impulse to increased migration from the North 
Caucasus republics on the territory of the Stavropol region was the creation of the North Caucasus Federal district in 
2010, that evidenced by the almost twofold increase of migration trafficking in the region since that time.  
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In the post-Soviet period migrational processes in the North Caucasus are conditioned by the 
influence of several types of factors. Ethnopolitical character extreme factors, such as 
criminalization reinforcement in various spheres, interethnic conflicts, growth of nationalistic 
feelings, and also war conflicts and political instability in the subjects compose the first type of 
factors (more specific for 90-s of XX century) [8, p. 154]. The problem of population “divided” by 
administrative and governmental boundaries, specifically influencing on the character of formed 
migrational flows in the region, refers to the second type of factors [8, p. 155].  

It is necessary to emphasize that the existing at the present time problem of “divided” people 
is appeared to be the heritage of the soviet national policy. National policy in the country underwent 
cardinal changes after Bolsheviks coming to power, the country was divided into “title” and 
“untitle” ethnoses, from the government with unitary type Russia was transformed into national 
federation. The principle of “nationalism pairwise control”, which was in practice embodied 
through organization of administrative-territorial system, appears to be one of the key principles of 
national policy in Soviet Union. According to the given principle such subjects as Kabardino-
Balkarian Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, Karachayevo-Cherkess Autonomous Region and 
Soviet Socialist Republic were created in different time. In the period of USSR disintegration and 
accompanying parade of sovereignties principle of “pairwise nationalism control” did not contribute 
to centrifugal tendencies moderation and at one moment even set them on edge. The problems of so 
called “internal irredentistism” became evident, initiatives to create “The Great Cirkassia”, 
independent Circassian government, including the territories of Adygeya, Kabardino-Balkaria, 
Karachayevo-Cirkassia, and also Sochi and Anapa, can be referred to the important examples [12]. 
The Lezgin and Nogai ethnoses, the basic living areal of which is situated in the territory of the 
Republic of Daghestan today possess certain irredentist potential [10, p. 118]. Division of Lezgin 
ethnoses took place in 1921, when authorities reached a decision to draw the line across Samur 
river, in the result of which the part of Lezgin inhabitants appeared to be in the part of Azerbaijan, 
and the other half – as a part of Gorskaya Republic (the Republic of Daghestan). The initiative 
about necessity to create state formation Lezgistan as a part of Russian Federation was officially 
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aloud in September 1991, at the first nationwide conference of Lezgin people representatives. As 
concerns Nogai ethnos, then at the present time Nogai people are compactly settled in the row of 
border districts of the Republic of Daghestan, Stavropol Territory and the Chechen Republic. In 
2012 the delegates of Nogai people IV conference, officially addressed to the president of Russia 
Vladimir Putin, asking to consider the question about Nogai territorial formation development as 
part of the Russian Federation within the borders of their compact living in the territory of above 
mentioned subjects. [10, p. 119]. It should be noted that Lezgin and Nogai ethnoses are united by 
discontent of their situation in  ethnosocial stratification of the Republic of Daghestan, and also 
interethnic distribution of power authorization in the republican centre [5, p. 6; 135].  

It should be emphasized that massive population outflow from the region, conditioned mainly 
by socioeconomic factors, such as high level of income differences among population, 
underdevelopment of economics perspective industries and absence of work places necessary 
quantity appears to be one of the most specific peculiarities of migrational processes in the North 
Caucasus during latest several decades [11]. Simultaneously with this, despite on migration 
negative balance, constant population growth takes place in the North Caucasian subjects, which in 
consequence of infirm labor market development in the region, influences on unemployment 
growth, appearing in its turn to be the source of massive population outflow. Statistical data point to 
the essential population growth in the republics for the last two decades. For instance, despite on 
difficult politico-social situation in the 90-s, in the Chechen Republic population size grew on 15% 
from 1989, in the Republic of Daghestan – on 60%, in the Republic of Ingushetia – on 135% [2, p. 
78]. Migration processes specificity in the North Caucasian region in the post-Soviet period also 
consisted in the fact that Russian people were the most numerous ethnic group, who left the region 
during that period of time. Particularly, if in the Chechen Republic in 1989 Russian people 
consisted 24,8% from the population general number, then in 2010 – only 1,92%. The same 
situation takes place in the other region subjects. Russian people comprised 9,2% from the general 
population number in Dagestan in 1989, in 2010 – 3,57%; in Kabardino-Balkaria – 31,95% in 1989 
and 22,55% in 2010; in Karachayevo-Cirkassia – 42,4% in 1989 and 31,4% in 2010; in the 
Republic of Ingushetia – 24,8% in 1989 (data on Checheno-Ingooshetia) and 0,78% in 2010; in the 
Republic of North Ossetia – 29,91% in 1989 and 20,63% in 2010 [3; 4]. Russian people comprised 
9,2% from the general population number in Dagestan in 1989, in 2010 – 3,57%; in Kabardino-
Balkaria – 31,95% in 1989 and 22,55% in 2010; in Karachayevo-Cirkassia – 42,4% in 1989 and 
31,4% in 2010; in the Republic of Ingushetia – 24,8% in 1989 (data on Checheno-Ingooshetia) and 
0,78% in 2010; in the Republic of North Ossetia –29,91% in 1989 and 20,63% in 2010 [3; 4].  

 In the North Caucasian region Stavropol Region became migrators attraction center in the 
post-Soviet period. In the period of 2002–2010 the general population number of Stavropol Region 
increased on 2%, at that population number of the North Caucasian and Caucasian ethnoses 
(including the Azerbaijani, the Armenians, the Georgians and etc.) approximately increased on 10% 
in the population region structure. Simultaneously with this, growth number of Russian people in 
the region did not occur in this period of time, and for the last twenty years the part of Russian 
ethnos in the Stavropol Territory population structure was notably decreased on 4% [1, p. 110]. The 
creation of the North Caucasian federal district in 2010 and its introduction to the structure of 
Stavropol Territory served as one of the impulses to internal migration processes strengthening in 
the North Caucasian district. Dynamics of migration processes in the region began to change from 
this period of time. Migrational circulation was increased – meanwhile in 2009 it comprised 40-45 
thous. of people, then during the last years it is on the level of 90 thous. of people. It is worth 
mentioning that migrational outflow fulfillment in Stavropol Territory occurs due to significant 
migrational inflow of population from the neighboring national republics, first of all from Dagestan 
and Chechnia [1, p. 110].  

 East regions of Stavropol Territory – Arzgirsky, Kursky, Neftekumsky, Levokumsky and 
Stepnovsky are most of all subjected to migrational pressure. During the last twenty years one can 
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observe the tendency to population ethnical composition changing in favor of the North Caucasian 
ethnoses, specifically of Dargins and Chechens. For instance, in Zakumsky rural settlement of 
Neftekumsky district Dargins comprise 39,2%; Russians – 32,4%. The part of Russian people in the 
Irgakly village of Stepnovsky region comprises 36,43%, and 21,2% of Dargins [7]. The number of 
Russian ethnos comprises 34,5% in the Nikolo-Aleksandrovsky village of Levokumsky region, 
meanwhile the number of Dargins reached 53%, Avarts – 4,7%, Chechens – 1,6%; in Turksad 
village Dargins comprise 49%, Avarts – 3,7%; Chechens – 2,1 %, in its turn Russians already 
comprise minority – 41%; the number of Dargin ethnos in Pravokumsky rural village reached 
44,2% [7]. The same dynamics can be also observed in Kursky and Arzgirsky districts: Dargins 
comprise 29%, Chechens – 25,1%, Russians – 16,8% in peaceful rural village of Kursky district; 
Russians comprise 49,8%, Dargins – 25,7%, Kumyks – 9,2%, Chechens – 3,6%, Lakts– 2%, Avarts 
– 1,5% of the rural village of Arzgirsky district; the number of Dargins in the structure of 
population reached 30% in Novoromanovsky rural village of the given region; the part of Dargin 
ethnos in the structure of population comprises 22,8% in Rodnikovsky rural village , and in 
Seraphimovsky rural village – 22,57% [7].  

The similar changes influenced on an increased level of interethnic tension in these subjects. 
Regularly appearing ethnic anclaves provoke interethnic tension that induces discontent of local 
indigenous population, predominantly Russian population according to the ethnic composition. The 
reason of current discontent of the South Russia regions indigenous population consists in the fact 
that migrant ethnic groups from the North Caucasian republics are badly integrated in the new 
society, trying to choose the place of living compactly with representatives of their own ethnos, in 
consequence of which violation of “ethnic balance” takes place in the subjects that according to the 
plain reasons, produces anxiety of local population concerning preservation of their existing 
lifestyle. Regular conflicts with participation of citizens of different nationalities, taking place in 
numerous localities, generally interpreted by regulatory bodies as “wearing everyday character” 
speak about high level of interethnic tension in Stavropol Region. Natives of Ingooshetia and 
Chechnia made an assault upon officer (Russian by nationality) in July 2012, who came to the city 
for rest. The sportsman Maxim Spasibov was stabbed in the result of interethnic conflict in 
February 2013 in Stavropol, after that, inhabitants spontaneously gathered, during this event about 
54 of people were arrested. The murder of Nevinnomyssk inhabitant Nikolai Naumenko occurred in 
December 2012, and induced significant resonance. In the result of conflict Nikolai was stabbed 
three times, and then after awhile he died. Guilty men were not arrested that led to several 
numerous protest actions, in the course of which tens of citizens were arrested [9]. 

Thus, coming to conclusions, it is worth mentioning that internal migrational processes in the 
North Caucasian region took very intensive character in the post-Soviet period, that conditioned by 
influence of a row of factors, destabilization of socioeconomic and political situation in the regions 
and also growth of nationalistic feelings in the row of republics can be referred to the most weighty 
factors. The fact that the most numerous ethnic group, who left the region in the post-Soviet period 
were Russians, can be referred to the specificity of migrational processes in the North Caucasian 
region. The maximum outflow of Russian population from the region occurred in 90-s of the last 
century, when nationalistic feelings in the republics of the North Caucasus had massive and radical 
character. Migrational processes obtained the other specificity in 2000, when outflow of other 
ethnic groups from the region was increased – first of all, Dargins, Chechens and Avarts. Stavropol 
Region is the attraction center for migrators in the North Caucasian region. Regularly occurring 
changes of region districts ethnic structure, in the row of which Russians do not already constitute a 
majority, testify mass character of migrational processes Regularly occurring changes in the ethnic 
population structure of the region districts often appear to be sources of interethnic conflicts among 
population that in its turn lead to social tension strengthening. The question about decision 
efficiency on the North Caucasus federal district creation in 2010 also remains open, as long as 
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since this time essential increase of migrational circulation in the region has taken place (from 45 to 
90 thous. of people), that also contributes to changes of ethnic structure of Stavropol Region.  

 
References 

 
1. Abdulmanapov P.G. Migration influence on demographic structure in the regions NCFD // 

Success of modern natural science. 2016. No 3.  
2. Belozerov V.S., Chikhichin V.V., Glushchenko I.V. Regional peculiarities of ethnic 

migrations in the North Caucasus // Science. Innovations. Technologies. 2016. No 1.   
3. Demographic weekly newspaper Demoscope Weekly. All-Union population census in 2010. 

Population according to nationality, gender and subjects of Russian Federation. URL: 
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/rus_etn_10.php (date of reference: 03.06.2016).  

4. Demographic weekly newspaper Demoscope Weekly. All-Union population census in 1989. 
National population composition according to the regions of Russia. URL: 
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/rus_nac_89.php?reg=0 (date of reference: 03.06.2016).  

5. Diaspora and divided people in the former Soviet Union: monography / Ed. by K.S. Gadgiev 
and E.G. Solovyev. M., 2006.  

6. Nogaits people speak about autonomy // Independent newspaper. 2012. 11 aug. URL: 
http://www.ng.ru/regions/2012-11-08/1_nogaicy (date of reference: 02.06.2016).   

7. About national composition of population and migrational processes in the Stavropol 
Region. Materials of informational-analytical control of  Duma staff of the Stavropol 
Region. URL: http://www.dumask.ru/analiticheskie-materialy/item/11991-%D0%BE-
%D0%BD%D0%B0 (date of reference: 07.06.2016).  

8. Ryazantsev S.V. Migrational situation and migrational policy in the North Caucasus // 
Journal of social policy researchers.Volume 1 (2). 

9. Stavropol region turns into Kosovo: conflicts of Russians and migrators // Moscow 
Komsomolets. 2013. 11 apr. URL: http://www.mk.ru/social/2013/04/11/839978-stavropole-
prevraschaetsya-v-kosovo-konfliktyi-russkih-i-migrantov.html (date of reference: 
02.06.2016).   

10. Uznarodov D.I. Policy of irredentism in post-Soviet Russia: internal challenges // Academic 
messenger of Rostov branch of Russia custom academy. 2015. No 3 (20).  

11. Hadzhalova Kh.M. Socioeconomic security and threats of social stability in the region // 
National interests: priorities and security. 2010. No 2.  

12. Ethnopolitical situation in Russia and in neighbouring states in 2013. Annual report of 
ethnological monitoring network and early conflicts prevention / under the editorship of 
V.A. Tishkov and V.V. Stepanov. M., 2014.  

 
Литература 

 
1. Абдулманапов П.Г. Влияние миграции на демографическую структуру в регионах 

СКФО // Успехи современного естествознания. 2016. № 3.  
2. Белозеров В.С., Чихичин В.В., Глущенко И.В. Региональные особенности этнических 

миграций на Северном Кавказе // Наука. Инновации. Технологии. 2016. № 1.  
3. Демографический еженедельник Демоскоп Weekly. Всесоюзная перепись населения 

2010 года. Население по национальности, полу и субъектам Российской Федерации. 
URL: http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/rus_etn_10.php (дата обращения: 03.06.2016).   

4. Демографический еженедельник Демоскоп Weekly. Всесоюзная перепись населения 
1989 года. Национальный состав населения по регионам России. URL: 
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/rus_nac_89.php?reg=0 (дата обращения: 03.06.2016).   

http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/rus_etn_10.php
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/rus_nac_89.php?reg=0
http://www.ng.ru/regions/2012-11-08/1_nogaicy
http://www.dumask.ru/analiticheskie-materialy/item/11991-�-��
http://www.mk.ru/social/2013/04/11/839978-stavropole-prevraschaetsya-v-kosovo-konfliktyi-russkih-i-migrantov.html
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/rus_etn_10.php
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/rus_nac_89.php?reg=0


26 

 

5. Диаспоры и разделенные народы на постсоветском пространстве: монография / под 
ред. К.С. Гаджиева и Э.Г. Соловьева. М., 2006.  

6. Ногайцы заговорили об автономии // Независимая газета. 2012. 11 авг. URL: 
http://www.ng.ru/regions/2012-11-08/1_nogaicy (дата обращения: 02.06.2016).    

7. О национальном составе населения и миграционных процессах в Ставропольском 
крае. Материалы Информационно-аналитического управления аппарата Думы 
Ставропольского края. URL: http://www.dumask.ru/analiticheskie-materialy/item/11991-
%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B0 (дата обращения: 07.06.2016).   

8. Рязанцев С.В. Миграционная ситуация и миграционная политика на Северном 
Кавказе // Журнал исследований социальной политики. Том 1 (2).  

9. Ставрополье превращается в Косово: конфликты русских и мигрантов // Московский 
Комсомолец. 2013. 11 апр. URL: http://www.mk.ru/social/2013/04/11/839978-stavropole-
prevraschaetsya-v-kosovo-konfliktyi-russkih-i-migrantov.html (дата обращения: 
02.06.2016).    

10. Узнародов Д.И. Политика ирредентизма в постсоветской России: внутренние вызовы 
// Академический вестник Ростовского филиала Российской таможенной академии. 
2015. № 3 (20). 

11. Хаджалова Х.М. Социально-экономическая безопасность и угрозы социальной 
стабильности в регионе // Национальные интересы: приоритеты и безопасность. 2010. 
№ 2. 

12. Этнополитическая ситуация в России и сопредельных государствах в 2013 году. 
Ежегодный доклад Сети этнологического мониторинга и раннего предупреждения 
конфликтов / под ред. В.А. Тишкова и В.В. Степанова. М., 2014.  

 
April, 16, 2016 

 

http://www.ng.ru/regions/2012-11-08/1_nogaicy
http://www.dumask.ru/analiticheskie-materialy/item/11991-�-��
http://www.mk.ru/social/2013/04/11/839978-stavropole-prevraschaetsya-v-kosovo-konfliktyi-russkih-i-migrantov.html

