Volume-2, Issue-8, August-2015 ISSN: 2349-7637 (Online)

\e,
5(: RESEARCH HUB - International Multidisciplinary Research Journal
oA (RHIMRJ)

Research Paper
Available online at: www.rhimrj.com

Indian Renaissance: With Special Reference to
Goswami Tulsi Das

Dr. Suijit Tripathi
I/C. Principal,
K. C. Sheth Arts College,
Birpur, Mahisagar, Gujarat (India)

P. P. Mukheriji is of the opinion that the 19th egptcannot be accepted as the only Renaissance.

Prof. Namvar Singh says that the real Renaissaraleflace in Bhakti period. The knowledge which wasanskrit in the
Vedas, was made simple by Bhakti poets in locdedia. So the renewal took place. Entire countigab®e one cultural unit. He
is against as 19th century to be called as Rermaiss&le called 19th century as ‘Abhigyan Kal'.

According to Dr. Ram Vilas Sharma, Renaissance fake in Bhakti period but in 19th century, Nawjean took place. He
says that 19th century should be called as peffiddavjagaran’.

But whatever it may be, there was certainly a rafaa consciousness and cultural movement broughtythe Bhakti poets.
The character of Bhakti movement was differentiffetent states but the catalyc agent was the sémeas the submission of
the individual self to the higher self. When a lowelf loves a higher self, it is Bhakti. Partidipa of the people was at a larger
scale. They were not educated but their appealemslarge.

Goswami Tulsi Das was one of the pioneer poet®Bhakti movement. His works are aimed at Bhakivel as social ethics.
His epic ‘Shri Ram Charita Manas’ is the greatgst én Hindi language depicting the family and sdddeals. He illustrates the
legend of Ram’s victory over Ravana and at the sime puts forth different social and human iddaysmeans of different
characters.

His epic ‘Shri Ram Charita Manas’ is divided inven units as Kands namely Bal Kand, Ayoydhya Kaxranya Kand,
Kishkindha Kand, Sundar Kand, Lanka Kand and Wfi@mnd. He narrates a beautiful story of victory obd over evil. He uses
couplets, sorthas and chaupai and shlokas astimedffopoetry. Though he uses simple words, simphgliage, the appeal is very
large. His aim is to address Indian audience awe tiem moral message.

In ‘Bal Kand’, he starts with the prayer of ‘Shra@esh’, ‘Saraswati’, ‘Guru’, ‘Shiva’ and ‘Shri Ranile describes the tyranny
of Ravana and birth of Ram in Ayodhya. He puts xamngple for the respect for the teachers, fathetherp brother and friends.
He describes the bravery of Ram and how he kiksdiants who disturb the yagna of Rishi Vishwamitraen he describes
‘Dhanush Bang’ and marriage of Ram with Sita. Hestrates Ram’s devotion to his father King Dadhigatvords and how
happily he accepts ‘Vanvas’ for himself and leave ¢mpire of Ayodhya for his brother Bharat. Héstels step mother Kaikeyi:

el STofell WIS o IsHEN. S g A qoe 3R,
means O mother, that son is very fortunate who slfesy words of his father and mother.

In this way he illustrates an example of son’s dadecke to his parents. Then he describes Bharat'stide to his brother Ram
and how he defies the empire of Ayodhya and isy@adiccept vanvas in place of Ram. But Ram peesuais to go back and
teaches his about ‘Raj Dharma’. He tells Bharat:

TS ERHA WET Tdals. [ 7T Alg AaARY M.

means the religion of king is inseparable with Hike the wishes are inseparable from the mind. ¥bould obey the
teachings of guru, mother and minister and prateemother land, the public and the capital.

Bharat returns to Ayodhya and begins to live in tNgram near the river Saryu and at the same tioregwcts the affairs of the
administration of the Kingdom of Ayodhya.
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Ram meets the tribal in the forest. He meets séxishas. He meets Atri and his wife Ansooya. Angadeaches Sita about the
virtues of a good woman. Ram puts forth as an el@wifpuntouchablity and cast free society whemeets Shabri and eats her
berries. He says that he does not care aboutatass, etc. He says,

means Ram tells Shabri that he does not care absttuntouchability and loves those who love himespective of the class
and caste.

The friendship between Ram and Sugriva is an eextedixample of true friendship. He tells Sugriva:

S o AT g@ gife guEnll. fAwefe el a1 ol
TGN T AEE g AR, T 8 ged Fer # dn.

means those who do not care about their friendis, @and sufferings, it is very sinful to see thesugriva, don’t worry and
please cast off your worries. | would do everythiogyou and would complete your tasks

Ram kills Bali. When Bali questions him about teason to kill him, Ram says:

3ot ¢ A I AN, Fo TS Fedl A T AR
gogie Peice Welihs SIS, dlfg 8 &g 99 =1 g1s.

means O bali, son’s wife, brother’s wife, sisted aister in law, these four are like a daughtezwerybody. Any one who has
either foul thoughts or foul deeds to these fduere is no sin to kill him.

Then Sugriva sends Banar Sena for the searchafesitby Hanuman, Angad and Jamwant. Hanumana fRegtna and tells
him to return Sita. Hanuman tells him to save hipiee from the wrath of Lord Ram. He sets ablazekiaa meets Sita and then
returns to Ram. Ram attacks over Lanka with hissB&gna. He tries to negotiate with Ravana andss&ndad as his messenger.
Ravana does not succumb and the war begins. Résnhkih. Sita returns to him and they all come baxlAyodhya. Ram is
coronated and Ram Rajya returns to Ayodhya andadsall over the India.

Here Tulsi talks about the Ram Rajya. He says,

TH TS 8 o, §¥a 9 a0 Ja A
afeeh &fash siifaer arar. I IsT Fgeer Ay AT,

means, during Ram Rajya, everybody was happy amepprous and there was no sadness. No body sufferacany type of
physical, spiritual and mental pain.

He talks about the qualities of gentlemen.

fAsT IRAT gateel Adelidr. I IRATT HA GYairdr.
W fod aRE exA #AfE o713, W disT FH A IEATS.

means, butter melts form its own heat but the goeaple melt by other’s pain. The best religiomisib the welfare of others
and the worst thing is to give pains to the other.

Not only Tulsi talks about the ideals and didastitj he also talks about the evils of the contemy@aciety as well.

means the people in contemporary society had thetipe based on false notions. They were busy Ise fand unhealthy
practices. That whoever was false and notoriousregarded as the virtuous person. He further tells,

S AW 3% ST fSarer. @ agg g Hiceerer.
AATE AT AT d ol Ieellelel §@ wg S o,
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means that person who was dressed as Sadhu havigdairs, long nails, was regarded as saint thdwggmight not have
saintly qualities. Persons respected and caredtdbein parents only till they were married. Latbey cared only about their
wives.

Tulsi says that the truth is the greates religion.

A AT gEX Acd FATAT. 3T 391 RT S@=.

He goes on to say that compassion is also onesajrémtest religions.
He describes about Raj Dharma. Ram explainsw Raja to Bharat and says:

g@mg’@ra’rar%trmmﬂéﬁiw.
qIeTS IV Hehel 3T Jordl Hed faer.

means leader should behave like mouth in the huboaly. Only mouth eats but it distributes the nuitiseto the respective
parts of the body according to their needs. Sifyilarkking should take care of each and every aitizehis country.

He also illustrates that one should keep his words:
gHhel B T afer S, 91T SIS oY e & ST,

means it is the convention of Raghukul that thegpkiaeir words even at the cost of their lives.

To conclude, there is every element in Tulsi’'s Rgamawhich may be called as characteristics of Resaaice. There is every
aspect of human life in his epic. He talks abouhmad woman relationship.

S5 f9e] &g +1er f9e] arr. Afe =y gew foeg .
means a woman cannot live without man as theibeano body without life and no river without watkle also talks about the

strength of the true love.
Sifg & Sif ) Heg wag. & dft Aes & ofg deg.

means if anybody has a true will power, he is soirget his goal.

Bhakti period may be called as the period of the renaissance. Goswami Tulsi Das was also amamg. tHe tried to show
the society their shortcomings, bad practices ardgnted before them an ideal way of life to liRam is an ideal man. He is
also called ‘Maryada Purshottam’. By his wondedpic, the Hindu society had a magical transfornmati®o that period is the
Renaissance period in the true sense.
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