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ABSTRACT

As each epochal period of ecclesiastical architectnanifested its own characteristics to exhilsitdtvn time,
this study investigated the characteristics of modeclesiastical architecture in Nigerian betw&8B80 and 2010 with a
view to identifying how the previous epochal perteaihsformed to the period under study. The studg avas Lagos State
in Nigeria because of a number of reasons. The preacered the emergence and development of easlisil
architecture in Nigerian and arguably the cradleChfistian evolution and growth in Nigeria. It iseof the Christian
religious cities in the world having a long histarfyindependent African Churches. Since this stisdyistorical in nature
qualitative research methods were adopted to galtter and also for the analysis. Three Churchitiasilwere selected
for this study through random sampling spread acrbe study area. The study discovered that théogewas
characterized by high increase in church builditagls functionality and simplicity inspired the dgss, creative open
floor plans were adopted, materials usage was hasshey were not hidden, roofs had bold lines)daiwvs were
primarily for ventilation and lighting and estalbled materials were blended with new materials aawl technologies.
It noted that there was a departure from the chariatics of the early period in Nigeria. The stuthncluded that this
outcome could form a basis for assessing the ctaaistics of the future epoch.
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INTRODUCTION

The emergence of modern ecclesiastical architegtukggeria is not without a route in some influeng factors
that have built up over one and a half centuries &gclesiastical architecture has to do with #legious architecture in
connection with the Church. Some terminologies hasen ascribed to the word Church at different sidilee Mission
and Ministry. Some are denominational and somergeedenominational. Adeboye (2009) noted in a wtofdthe trends
in ecclesiastical architecture in Nigeria that tlevelopment of ecclesiastical architecture in Nayéas transcended three
phases starting with the early period where moghefChurches were foreign established. The sepbade was as a
result of transformation to indigenization of tleadership of the Churches and the beginning oéthergence of African
Traditional Churches while the third phase becahe period of evolution of indigenous Pentecostald african
Traditional Churches with Pentecostal Churchesntakine lead. The architecture of each period shodierent
significant characteristics in an attempt to shaseci#is own epochal time. The first phase which thasearly period was
between 1845 and 1930, the second phase was beft988nand 1980 and the third phase spanned beth&kh and
2005. This period between 1980 and 2005 could leeciassified as the modern ecclesiastical ardhitedn Nigeria.
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The main objective of this study was to identifg ttharacteristics of modern churches in Nigerias Becomes
important because it will help to identify the tsformational characteristics of the previous epbpbéaods to the modern
period with a view to identifying the transformatiperiod. As this study is explorative, qualitatawed historical in nature,
the data were collected by qualitative methodsgugldwork non-participant observations in caselgt some literatures
were reviewed and unstructured interviews were gotadl to collect the data. Three church facilitlet were constructed
during the period under the study were selectedhisrstudy. The choice of the facilities was basadandom sampling
and the spread across different major denominatibas contributed to the development of modern estaktical
architecture in Nigeria. Analysis was done by digsie method. In this study, the word Church ahdrch appeared and
the meaning should not be misinterpreted. The v@rdrch with capital “C” refers to the body of Chnighile the church

with first small “c” is meant by the ecclesiastitaiilding.

Lagos was the study area because of a number sdérrealagos State is described as the cradle a$tt@ir
evolution and growth in Nigeria (Anderson, 2002;ekdnle, 2007). The early Church Missionary Socsetiede several
attempts to enter Nigeria and could not but evetiyyrecord its first success into Nigeria throudle town Badagry in
1845. From there, they proceeded to other pariseo€ountry (Hildebrandt, 1981).Pioneering ecclsgal architecture in
Nigeria, the study area had the first church bodderected in Badagry in 1845 (Hildebrandt, 198kindemoyin and
Vaughan-Richard, 1976; Freeman, 2006).Lagos Staitd de considered the best place to carry outtife of study
because it is arguably one of the most Pentecasthperhaps Christian religious cities in the wdrding a long history

of Independent African Churches (Anderson, 2002).

The nature of Lagos, being one of the metropoliteaga cities, gives an impetus to the flourishinghef spread
of religious activities particularly Pentecostalisiais it constitutes a major impact in the developmef modern
ecclesiastical architecture and Pentecostalisnoisidered an urban phenomenon (Anderson, 2003).sfrbeture of

Lagos which is cosmopolitan in nature accommoddieénfluence of every Nigerian tribe (Census 2006)

STUDY AREA

Lagos State is one of the states in the south-wesgia@t of Nigeria with an estimated population9®19,534
(2006 census) covering an area of 3,577 squarméti@s with twentytwo per cent (22%) of the coverag lagoons and

creeks.
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Plates 2.1 & 2.2: Location of Lagos State
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The historical process that led to the emergencenoflern ecclesiastical architecture in Nigeria dobk
compared with the movement in modern architectirelivhad no biological nature of certainty to happed impossible
to avoid. It had no clear beginning that could lppinted with specific precision. Modern eccletiizd architecture
emerged after the evolution of modern architectlirdias been observed by many authors that thet qoesnodern
architecture was as a result of a number of disgosauses and strands of ideas(Curtis, 1987; Makgr2005; Benevolo,
1972). It all began with this idea of making prageas a sign of development because each epoatxpasted to express
its own time. There was also the loss of confidandfie previous traditions and some of the thexottiet supported them
because many new ideas began to emerge. Indusgkialution also had its own influential tollwhiclugplied new
materials and provided new methods of construcitioform of new solutions and new patronage. Newbfams that
evolved suggested new forms and there was an attéypnany of the precursors, to destroy the exgstivorks of art
(Curtis, 1987 and Benevolo L, 1972).

Fletcher (1996) observed that before modernisimh ede of ecclesiastical architecture relied oa pineceding
style for development as each age of church dewsop inevitably modified the art it inherited irs ieffort, sometimes
consciously and sometimes unconsciously, to exgressutlook of that age. Thus, one style genemaliglved from the
preceding by a series of gradual changes. Theerigfiécts of fragmentations of the Church intoatiéht denominations
at various times produced another new ecclesidsticditecture. Disputes and differences between Eastern and
Western Churches of 1054, the Reformation of 1529 Rentecostalism of 1900 were examples. Each shdeved its
distinct characteristics and determinants whichewesually more than one and the characteristicrméted the identity
of each style. As the characteristics began to ghathe style developed into another one. Eacle styhibited its own
factors of predominant characteristics and factdrdeterminants even when these factors were siraléghose of other
styles. The characteristics of each style refledtedhe building forms (plan, structure, and eléwa), materials and
internal arrangements and decorations of the lmgldiThe factors of determinants were in form oftighaneeds,
sociological (identity), religious tradition (litgical and theological), historical, political, clatic, geological and

technological.

Nigeria is no exception in this questfor modernlesiastical architecture as Colonialand Braziliahelur force
pioneered the modern movement in construction imgdus Nigeria and the Church was one of the fpatrons. Godwin
(2005) and Adeboye (2014) noted that the early C€lires in Nigeria were initially dominated by foreigstablished
missions from Europe as indigenous ones were yetabre. Gothic style, for a long time, dominatkd tandscape during
that period and it was characterised by its usmahg exhibition of verticality, pointed arched siaults, flying buttresses,
large stained glass windows, ornaments and pinad8eott, 2006; Branner, 1961). Construction methedpertise and
financing relied heavily on foreign supply withtlét or no local input. Construction materials wémgorted and the
church buildings were more of foreign monumenthieatthan the current industrial or make-shift. Nige cultural,
geographical, geological, climatic, existing redigs and social factors were not major consideratiorthe design at the
beginning. The characteristics of those early chusuildings were significantly at variance withetleurrent trends
(Hildebrandt, 1981; Freeman, 2006).
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Adeboye (2014) observed that the first transforomatf ecclesiastical architecture was noticed alol®30 as
against the early period which was characterize&bthic designs imported from Europe. Godwin (2085p observed
that the early periods of transformation was thdopleof Nigeria political transition from colony tsovereignty. This
could be considered as a period of graduating frmwiitical dependence to independence, which stasfter the
acceptance of the principle of self-determinatigrtie colonial power. It was also noted that glatadion influence had
always remained a factor that could not be ignanedevelopment because if a country had to be émflial in world

affairs she had to understand the need for intemi#gnce and how to interact with her neighbourddmade.

By 1954, it was becoming obvious that the drameti@nges which were leading to an independent Chuech

being actualized. It was all about training-locanpower which could develop nationhood which wasnévally agreed

to be 1st October 1960. Thus, Nigeria began to mftuen Dependence to Independence which brought tabou
indigenization in the Church administration.By thete 1940's already the transition to more advanbeilding
construction in most ecclesiastical buildings hatnmenced, but the technology was largely foreigd sspired by
construction in other tropical countries. By thiwi¢ the Church had already thought of expandingnitssion work to
Lagos from Badagry which was a stable environmehérey construction could flourish. Afro-Brazilianedame the
backbone of the building industry in Nigeria andstea mason and craftsmen were able to build sontleeofhurches like
the Lagos Catholic Cathedral in 1897 (Akinsemowimj Vaughan-Richards, 1976). All these early dhimgildings were
mainly Catholic and Anglican denominations as Paygtal and African Independent Churches were @tiknown in

Nigeria ecclesiastical architecture vocabulary.

Anderson (2002) noted that the process that lethddern ecclesiastical architecture in Nigeria begéh the
development of second phase Church theology amdyitderived from interactions between indigenoestBcostal forms
called theAladuraand, foreign denominational Pentecostal Churchem fthe United States of America (the Faith
Tabernacle) and Britain (the ApostolicChurch). tretious churches such as the Christ Apostolic Chi@ch.C) and the
Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG). This s#qomase of Church development witnessed the aesvibf
interdenominational campus Fellowships. The DeégerChristian Ministry was a product of this pkeasvhich was also
characterized by an evangelistic fervor. ChurchGofl Missions established by Benson Idahosa andLivieg Faith
Church by David Oyedepo were other examples. Thadeother Pentecostal churches of this period beéacneasingly
intolerant not only of the mainline churches, whiakere considered ‘cold’ but also of treadura churches for
accommodating elements of traditional African religs. This phase encouraged house fellowship ntpetiaces for

congregations (Gaiaya, 2002).

Due to migration from other churches, modern Chuwatved a niche for itself as a religion of the éovand
middle classes, as an urban phenomenon as it ysmtads from the urban to the rural areas. # movement that
appealed more to the youth and women than to ofder because in many Pentecostal congregations, nvoorestitute
up to two thirds of the total membership (Gaiya)20 Another observation about Pentecostalism anidak Traditional
Churcheswas their ability to provoke parallel refisrin other religious traditions.This has causesl ghowth of the
Catholic Charismatic movement but more remarkalds ¥he fact that even Muslim youth groups in sauthdigeria
were becoming ‘charismatic’. The NASFAT (NasirLIEhthi), for instance, organized night vigils, pragamps, fasting,
and prescribed rituals similar to those of Pentede¢Bediako, 2000).

Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 - Articles can be sernb editor@impactjournals.us




Characteristics of Modern Ecclesiastical Architectue in Nigeria: 5
A Case Study of Some Selected Church Buildings

Adeboye (2014) observed that while the early Aattemd Orthodox/Protestant Churcheswere obsewvedtach
liturgical and theological meanings to their arebitire the modern Churches focus on worship of @il their
architecture as mere shelter against environmeffiatts with visual connection and acoustic comfélte early Catholic
and Orthodox churches, for example, used the ogsvamound the entrance to announce the holines®edfacred space
inside but their modern churches have changedaidhe was to draw one to the altar and the pewsither side was the
gangway of a ship carrying worshippers to God. @har, the holy heart of the building, was situaitech separate and
sacred space. Anderson (2002) and Gaiaya (200@&d nhatthe modern churches are particularly dtcado the
auditorium and theatre types of plan layout becadfiskeir scientific claims to acoustical and viscarrectness, as well as
the belief that the form of a building should béedmined by its function. The development in ot8&urches manifested
in the modification of altar, tabernacle and saaptuwhich was a commonplace, and often a pulpibaptismal font
replaced the altar as a focal point. In fact, etioiuof austere Churches often began to resembtermycial or industrial/

factory buildings. Day Star and The Redeemed EMaragéMission both in Lagos are good examples.

Ayuk (2002) noted that in contemporary church aeature, earlier Catholic and Orthodox/ Protes@mirches
in Nigeria still believe in monumental structurdstt last long time while some modern Churches prefmporary
structures with the notion that no matter how negharch building was, it will soon become orthodexeaning usual).
Modern Churches, also, consider erecting these deamp structures with the notion that the worldaisemporary abode
and heaven is the permanent home. Therefore, citmuse, warehouse, disused house, uncompletedrigyildotels,
multi-purpose hall, open space and any possiblptatite space became common meeting places ford@staéchurches.
In fact, such meeting places outnumbered the PestiEochurch buildings and some of their buildimgre arguably not

necessarily architecture.

However, some modern Churches have built fantastictures of long span arising from a motivatiordtive
soul-winning programs which bring in a large numioérworshipers to the Church. With the widespreadpg! of
prosperity spreading like wide fire among the Pewostals, there is the encouragement to erect hgidio augment the
preached word (Bruggink and Droppers, 1965). Tecebn architecture is the requirement for langansbuildings with

clear vision and exhibition of modern architectueste.

Pentecostal, having its root at Azusa Street inAngeles in 1900 played a major role in transfomgrime liturgy
and theology of Churches in Nigeria (Robeck, 1988)w this development in the revival in the ChestiChurch had
bearing on architecture is for further investigatht there is a correlation between revivals i @hurch and influence

on the religious traditions and inadvertently itshdtecture (Wikipedia, 2005).

Modern churches vary so much in forms that mangaesa could be adduced for their determinants. kamele,
some modern churches develop to auditorium typeuser they grew out of urban congregations’ desirehéartfelt
accessible and participatory worship. The sanctoéifyaith Tabernacle, Ota, acclaimed to be theestrghurch in 2007
Guinness Book of Records, focus the congregatitemtin on the liturgical centre of worship rattiean on the fellow
worshipers. Dissatisfaction with older forms of athes stemming from a new understanding of worahih community
of the new liturgical ideal based on the early 6 precedent of the concept of “gathered chulet”to some small
circular buildings. “Noble simplicity” in design wgoromoted as those were the things that nourighedoul, kept the

supple and pointed the congregation beyond themsé¢&cott, 2006).
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Mega Church evolved as a new theological vocabulargnodern Churches particularly in the United &tat
Although, Thumma (2001) defined it as a Church tie a congregation of two thousand or more woratigndees in a
week, this may be redefined otherwise virtuallythh Churches in Nigeria will be classified as meffae architectural
roots of this type of church lie in the multipurposieetinghouses of the Protestant dissenters amieblAmerica. These

Churches reveal the influence of commercial desigjmdfice, parks and shopping malls.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
The three selected church facilities were desigretbuilt during the period under study.

During this phase of modern ecclesiastical architecfield study showed that there was the witneks
unprecedented rate of ecclesiastical building stBt&ces of worship sprang up speedily virtuallyndwating every street
of the study area although many of them were cdegdand uses. The theology and liturgy of thégakbegan to shift to
prosperity message inadvertently empowering ther€@heconomically to invest in ecclesiastical aretiitire. Local input
in the design and construction of churches enjoyekimum patronage and independency in many casaly. féw
foreign building materials were being imported espiéy steel sections because local building matesnjoyed maximum

use.

The style of ecclesiastical architecture shiftemhfrthe celebrated Gothic to a period of the cet@mwaof the
‘Masters’. Few ones like the new Anglican Cathedrtalokoja and the Ecumenical Centre at Abuja sBlebrated the
Gothic style elaborately even in the twenty fireshtury. As the theology and the liturgy began targfe, the architecture
too changed to conform to the new found trends.efample was the space covered by person in the dliea during
worship. The congregation were used to standingMbigin African tradition of worship was introducexgre spaces were
required for dancing and other liturgy. This modehrch architecture departed from ornamentatiehaarcient art as the
use of modern industrial materials and adoptingatiiee form floor plan were introduced. Mega-Church @& new
vocabulary in ecclesiastical dictionary and arddtitee emerged. Industrial ecclesiastical buildisgsang up as large

spans became basic design requirement.
The Redeemed Christian Church of God, Living WatersTowers. Province 31. Badagry (2009)

The church is one of the branches of a Pentecdstaimination; The Redeemed Christian Church of Gadéed
on the outskirt of Lagos at the border town of Bagtaoff the Lagos- Badagry Expressway. Although tlonstruction of
the building was just getting close to completioribee time of the field work, its shape on plan vstar. No theological
reason was given for this. Many stair cases inttedumade the vertical circulation to the upperegglieasy. Artificial
lighting had to augment the natural lighting. Thesre no door carvings and absence of absoluteaks. Interior floor
levels were played with as the altar was elevated height of about one metre and the entire cgadgien floor was a

gentle ramp sloping towards the altar.

The design was inspired by simplicity and functidagabold roof lines, creative open floor planndis were
straight rather than being curved and windows vbergically to admit natural light. The building wagramed structure
with construction materials which included concrédtellow ‘sandcrete’ blocks and glass with someeotimaterials that
were left in their natural forms. The roof coverings constructed with long-span aluminum roofingeth and steel

roofing trusses. The curtain wall glazing was dongreen frames with white mullion adding to thsthetic quality of the
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tower. The welcome approach of the Church hasiasith steel railings that leads to the interidrtioe church, the floor

tiles is visible from the facade having a distimetgrey and whitish colour.

Source: 2014 fieldwork

Plate 4.1.1: Approach View

The interior of the church is approached by twoMrcChinese double doors as against previous wondngs,
the Floor tiles are laid with cream and grey rowcassions. The Roof and walls of the interior aimted rendered with
pop plaster and white paint giving it a rich, afflu and holy/clean feel. The altar was differertiatrom the rest of the
interior space with a cream background and twornokiin ascension order on both sides; also the wHa raised to a

height of and was adorned with cream like glazedrftiles.
The Guiding Light Church, Ikoyi, Lagos State (2000)

Before this facility was occupied in 2000AD, altilybuwas finally completed in 2009, the Ministry op&d a
tent of pneumatic structure with paver tiles foe floor finish. The structure which took the foraorectangular design
on plan with two interior court yards suited thedtional requirement of the Church without any tbgi@al meaning.
The auditorium was of seats capacity of 2000.

The process of the design was guided by simplaitg functionality putting the users at top priarithere was
consideration for bold roof lines, creative opesofl plan, lines were straight rather than beingyedrand windows were
basically allowed to admit natural light. The stimgdroof structure used is a pitch roof coverechviibre glass roofing
sheet and supported by steel roof trusses. Thieasisr to construct since the trusses were piefdbd and the structure
was able to support the roof load, that is, trarespafibre glass roofing sheet. The materials usdtle construction of the
structure included concrete which was used to dtextframed structure of the church comprising exftangular and
circular columns, beams, and floor slabs. The cokimvere exposed and were used in connection weaimbeo form

bays. Steel sections were used in prefabricatiagtiel truss members which supported the roof.
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Plate 4.2.1

SourcePlates 4.2.1-4 were 2014field work
Plate 4.2.3: Approach with Left Side View Plate 2.4: Structural Steel Roof Details

Poof plan showed steel roof members forming thedfithe roof and the fibre glass roofing sheet usgdoof
covering. Fibre glass roofing sheetwas used forrtdw structure and ceiling covering because oflight weight in
comparison to the flat concrete slab.Glossy aluminfinish was used to clad the exterior surfacthefstructure and for
the flashing ontops of the columns. Aluminum claddivas used to clad the structure's exterior aacttiumns leading

into the entrance of the church.

An avenueofrecessed column were at the rear enthe dfuilding, exposed columns in the auditoriunogétops
are cladded in aluminium sheets, beams, floor statukroof trusses supported the entire structuriefouilding. The
auditorium was able to admit natural daylight udirmgpsparent fibre glass roof with spot lights lgedfso installed into the
fibre ceiling panels taking into considerations r@ags and nights (with the moon as the active sofdighting) where
worship services, meetings or Vvigils were helds&nent windows with glazing that could open acuaiittatural day
light into church. The use of steps creating défgrevels in the auditorium aided viewing abilityd reduces straining of

the eyes as in a lecture theatre.
Saint Peters Anglican Church, Idimu, Lagos State

The Anglican Church was one of the established &tas in Nigeria and it dated back as far as 1845Rik
facility under study was a branch of this Missiauilbin  at Idimu Community in Lagos. The struatus oriented along
the North and South axis in line with the site. Therch's rectangular plan of the church expresiseglicity inspired by

functionality in line with the current demand o&tAnglican community.

The use of central aisles and the vestry aisle® wera cross pattern form which aided the free flaiwthe

congregation through three doors provided. Thedimgl was framed using modular system with avendegcaiangular
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concrete columns that were exposed and circulag pgdumns that supported the eaves of the roof theeverandas.
The roof trusses were of timber sections and calveiith long span corrugated aluminum sheets. Casemiadow were
basically used for ventilate and natural lighting.

Source: 2014 fieldwork
Plate 4.3.3: Avenue of Concrete and Steel Pipe Cahns Plate 4.3.4: Concrete beam

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The literature review and the field study showeat tBhurch buildings were inspired by function mgirdther
than form as postulated by Louis Sullivan that fatmould follow function. Simplicity in form and dgs was the order of
the day and building materials and structural elgmavere exposed in natural forms without hidingnth Focus on
materials was to blend the established ones wittenenaterials and new technologies. The buildinged all elements
linear with lines straight, bold and angled rattiean curved with bold roof lines. Creative operofiplan with spaces
divided on split levels was common. Buildings waseially framed with interior walls serving only gartitions instead of
being load-bearing. Designs have been made topncate topography of the land.
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