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SPECIFIC CHARACTER OF FAMILY EDUCATION OF CHILDREN
WITH DEAFNESS

M. O. Syaba

This article deals with the education of children with deafness in
their families. The aim of such education is to show the importance of
these children for our society and to reveal their potential. Much
attention should be paid to the education of child’s personality in order
to include this person into our society. This article reveals that a great
responsibility concerning the development of children with special needs
is laid upon their parents.
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The issue of family education of children with deafness takes the first
place among other issues in the educational system. Parents who have deaf
children don’t always know how to bring up their children. Parents often
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worry about physical needs of their children, but they don’t pay attention to
moral and spiritual health of these children. Such scientists as A.Moskovkina,
Devid Ruebain and Steve Haines have devoted themselves to this issue.

The aim of the article is to view main elements of family education of
children with deafness because it is the family where child’s personality is
formed.

Theoretical analysis of the issue. Family plays an important part in the
process of socialization of children with deafness. Parents mold such good
habits as self-service, positive attitude towards education. Thus, they try to
prepare them for the participation in the life of our society. Due to
communication and other common activities, parents broaden their children’s
overlook, reveal the interest to know something new and the need to read
more. To achieve these goals, parents spend even their leisure time together
with their children who are deaf.

Family education of children with deafness should be early,
correctional and oriented on children’s potential. This kind of education
prevents social isolation of children with disabilities. It gives them ability to
communicate with others and helps them to intergrade into society.

Proper family education is a key element for deaf children. Parents
should talk to their children more often with the help of various gestures or a
sign language.

It 1s better for parents to teach their children how to use hearing aids
because it helps in the education process. Children must not be afraid of
putting on these devices. Sounds should not be very loud in order not to make
children with hearing loss feel badly. If children say that they have a constant
headache, parents should consult professionals who are good at it.

A child should know how to use hearing aids as early as possible. The
child should know when to put on or take off hearing aids. Day by day parents
should explain their child that he or she should wear this hearing aid because
it helps him or her to feel more free in the society. Deaf children should take
hearing aids all the time and they should know how to use them. So they
should consult with professionals who work in this sphere of treatment.

Such hearing aids must be suitable for deaf children because there are
different kinds of deafness. Sounds mustn’t be too loud in order not to harm
children because they will not agree to put on such devices. But parents
shouldn’t force children to wear hearing aids if they don’t correspond to their
children’s peculiarities.
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Since very childhood parents should attend special classes where they
will be taught how to communicate with deaf children with the help of
gestures, mimicry or hearing aids. The earlier they will begin to do it, the
more obvious their success will be.

It is very important for children with hearing impairments to get proper
family education. Parents should talk as much as possible with their deaf
child. There are many various ways to communicate with a deaf child.
Communication is sharing ideas with others. Many people think it’s just
talking. But real communication happens when you understand other people
and they understand you. Communication is more than only words. You can
communicate by smiling, frowning and expressing emotions on your face.
They should speak loudly and clearly, using gestures and facial expressions in
order to help their child understand what they are talking about. If the parents
are deaf, they can talk with their deaf child using the sign language.

It is well-known that each family is different. Parents have their own
hopes for their children. Some families are able to do one thing but other
families are only able to do another. First of all, parents should follow their
child’s lead. It is quite difficult to choose one method of communication.
Sometimes parents should combine several methods to succeed in teaching. It
is so important to be flexible in all spheres while educating children.

It is known that close physical contact between the mother and her
child is able to prevent the danger of emotional and communicative depletion
or violation of the relationship between the child and others on the early
stages of development.

It is necessary to develop child's self-esteem and establish right
relationships with others to form a harmonious personality. It is essential that
this child feels love and understanding.

On the one hand, a close and emotional contact with the mother is the
basis for child's independence and self-reliance. On the other hand, such close
contact with the mother can lead to the fear of communication with other
people, even with close relatives or friends. Therefore, parents should teach
their children who are deaf not to be afraid of communicating with others.
They should know how to behave among other people besides their mothers
[5].

During the early period of child’s development he must acquire a sense
of confidence to the world that is the basis of the positive sense of self-
awareness. The emotional sphere that is manifested in the relationship
between parents and children is very miscellaneous. Parents should listen to
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pieces of advice of psychologists and educators concerning the upbringing of
children with special needs [4].

Children with hearing loss usually have problems with motility. Thus,
much time should be spent to develop it. It is very important to teach deaf
children to run, jump and walk without shuffling. It is essential not only for
physical development but for intellectual as well.

When a child with disabilities was born, it becomes a real test for all
family members. This child deprives parents of many opportunities. It is very
difficult for parents who can hear. All the efforts of professionals are
primarily focused on the child and his needs, but not on the needs of their
parents who also need their support.

Children with hearing problems should be given enough attention
because they have such problems as: lack of orientation in the society; lack of
communication experience with their peers; low social activity (such children
do not participate in activities at schools); increased anxiety because children
with hearing impairments feel uncomfortable with people who surround them;
vulnerability (feeling of being dependent on someone); emotional instability
characterized by frequent changes of child’s mood; child’s abilities are often
overstated or understated (it means that children don’t really know what they
can do); introvert behavior; a low self-esteem appears because such children
do not feel that they are equal with ordinary people because of their disability.
They often underestimate their capabilities and skills in specific areas of
education [1].

Thus, taking into account all the above, we can say that the parents
have a great responsibility for the correct and harmonious development of
their children with some hearing problems.

Parents should be ready to explain everything to their children and
spend more time with them. They need patience, wisdom, love and
understanding. They should concentrate on upbringing. That’s why such
parents need special consultations concerning education of their children.

Unfortunately, parents of deaf children don’t get proper support and
help in Ukraine. By the way, a lot of families lose a unique opportunity to
develop their deaf children talents in early childhood. The main purpose of
family education is to show such parents that their children are capable to do
many things like hearing children.

Parents should cooperate with teachers and different organizations to
foster their children with disabilities. Due to such collaboration they can
achieve great goals that will help their children to feel themselves as normal
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and independent citizens who can take care of themselves and live an ordinary
life. Moreover, parents are always the best example for their children and if
these children see that their parents are interested in them, they will be
successful and happy individuals. Everything begins in the family because it
is parents’ commitment to reveal this new and unknown world for their
children.

In the USA families with deaf children gather information about the
child's hearing test results and keep their child's medical history that includes
medication, treatment process and other documents such as contact
information about doctors who treated the child, insurance companies and
other health care workers.

There is a special individual plan for deaf children in the USA. It
contains detailed information about the child and services that he should
receive in future. It is developed by a team of teachers and specialists who
have united their efforts in order to develop a special program for the child
and at the same time determine exactly what kinds of service are needed.
Parents are active participants in the development of this individual
educational plan because they know their children better than anyone else.

Unfortunately, this practice has not been widespread in Ukraine yet.
But we hope that it will be developed and implemented in the nearest future
because it is one of the most important aspects of child’s harmonious
development.

Thus, taking into account all the above, we can say that the parents
have a great responsibility for the correct and harmonious development of
their children with some hearing problems. They should listen to their
children who have their own peculiarities because these children can do
something better than other children

Early education in the family is very essential because it builds the
foundation for the future of a deaf child. Everything depends on parents. So, it
is a burning issue to teach parents how to communicate with their children
and look at them as normal children because, in almost all cases, their
cognitive abilities are on the high level. These children need parents’ help and
support.
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CHHEIIU®IKA BUXOBAHHS JITEM 3 IPOBJIEMAMM CJIYXY B CIM’i
M. O. Cs6a

V cmammi posensdaemocs euxosamms Oimeti 3 NOPYWEHHS CIYXY 6 CiM’i, Memoro
AKO20 € NOKA3amu iX 3HAYUMICMb 0 CYCRIIbCMEA MAa pPO3KPUMU NOMEHYian iXHIX
moxcaugocmet. Benuxa yeaca npudinsemvcs 6UX08aHHIO NOBHOYIHHOL ocobucmocmi
OUMUHU, KA MOHCE Ne2KO BIUMUCS ) CYCRIIbCMBO Ma KOMPOpmMHO cebe 8iouysamu ceped
omouyroyux ii modei. Y cmammi 36epmaemuvcs ysaza Ha me, wo HA OAMbKAX JIeHCUMb
8I0N0BI0ANLHICMb 3 PO36UMOK IXHIX Oimell, SKI MAlomb NeeHi 0COOIUBOCTI.

Knrwouoei cnosa: cimv’s, Oimu 3 nopyuwieHHAM CIYX)y, BUXOBAHHSL.

CIIEIIM®UKA BOCIIUTAHUSA JETEH C TIPOBJEMAMMU CJIYXA B CEMBE
M. A. Csa6a

B cmamve paccmampueaemcs eocnumanue demeti ¢ npooIeMamu Ciyxa 8 cembve,
Yenvblo KOMopozo AGNAemcsi NoKa3amv UX 3HAYUMOCMb 01 00ujecmeda U pacKkpulimb
NOMEHYUAN UX BO3MOJICHOCHeEN. 3HauumenvHoe GHUMAHUE YOensiemcs GOCHUMAHUIO
NOTHOYEHHOU JUYHOCMU PpebeHKA, KOMOpas MOJCem J1eeKO 6IUMbCs 8 00uecmso u
KOMGOpmMHO cebsi uy8cmeosams cpeou OKpysicaowmux ee nooeti. B cmamve obpawaemcs
BHUMAHUE HA MO, YMO HA POOUMEIAX JIeHCUm OmeenmcmeeHHOCMb 3a pazsumue ux oemetl,
KOMOopble UMelom c80ou KOHKpemmuvlie 0COOeHHOCMU. .

Knrwoueswie cnosa: cemvs, demu ¢ npobnemamu ciyxa, 60CHUMAHUE.

Syaba M.O. — a postgraduate student of Pedagogy Department of East-Ukrainian
National University named after Volodymyr Dahl (Lugansk, Ukraine), e-mail:
mariela22@mail.ru

Cs6a M.O. — acmipanT kadenpu nemaroriku CXiTHOYKpaTHCHKOTO HaIIOHAJIBLHOTO
yHiBepcuteTy iMeHi Bomomumupa [Hamst (m. JIyrancek, YkpaiHna), eleKTpoHHa ajpeca:
mariela22@mail.ru

Peyenzenm — ookmop nedazoziunux nayk, npoghecop €. A. 3enenos

Reviewer — Doctor of pedagogical science, Professor E.A.Zelenov

21



