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Since Paleolithic age, human race is connectedraius levels with nature. Man rather lived in B of nature. This started
man’s interlinking with nature. Most of mankindielis derived from nature and various aspectsadfire. For instance various
colours flowers, leaves, birds, sky etc. taught kirhthe colours of life. Thus, human being is ibeel to nature. It is obvious
that man might respond to nature by reflecting tis creation.

The seeds of protection of environment are inhdretite glorious treasure of Vedic literature. Ezample “Do not cut trees
because they remove pollution” (Rigveda- 6.48:{3gtendra viii). The reference of water pollutiofility and preservation of
water are found in Atharvaveda (Satendra 41). Tezesnatural sweepers’ (Kulshrestha 32) which dbsmr carbon dioxide
and gives oxygen.

In this research paper, the researcher intendst¢ass literary theory named ‘Eco criticism’. Silast two-three decades, the
research has started on eco criticism. The papkewdgluateMeghadutaof Kalidas as an eco critical text.

Eco criticism is an interdisciplinary field in whiditerary and cultural studies come together.nkilgses the role played by
natural environment in literature. The term ‘eca@i@sm’ was first introduced in 1978 by Willian Rkert in his essay named
‘Literature and Ecology: An experiment in Ecoticism.” There is an official announcement of eco criticiheory in 1996.

The word ‘eco criticism’ is the combination of tweords — eco and criticism. ‘Eco’ means earth, thel universe and
‘criticism’ means study. So eco criticism meangigtaf nature. However, eco criticism is more thature studies. It widens and
gives more comprehensive approach to the studyeodiure. It includes the study of nature, cultanel geography and thus it is
interdisciplinary in its approach. Eco criticismtie study of literature and environment from aeridisciplinary point of view
where all sciences come together. Eco criticismnaadened the scope from nature writing to thdysuf literature, society and
science, all under one head. Hence, eco criticssmdre inclusive term than nature study as theystfichatural elements is one
of its aspects which also includes other aspeats as society and culture. In nature study, théevaireflect various aspects of
nature, the beauty of nature like trees, riversyd$, mountains etc. and back side of nature ld@df cyclone etc. While eco
criticism is larger in its perspective than natstedies as it involves texts of literature alsd@cd criticism takes as its subject,
the interconnections between nature and cultuegispally the cultural artifacts of language aitérature” (Chandra 613-614).
It is a literary theory which is an interdiscipliyaenterprise which seeks to engage with enviroriatéristory, philosophy,
sociology, science and certainly not limited tounatonly.

Nature, ecology, society, culture, animal study ate components of Eco criticism. Nature attraleésliterary writers and
their works embellish with depiction of nature. duuses the words ‘First wave eco criticism’ farch type of the nature
writing. The British Romantic poets named WordsWwprColeridge, Byron, Shelley and Keats used naturtheir poems.
William Wordsworth is the high priest of nature. Heises nature in his famous po&intern AbbeyNature is never failing
friend....nurse, guide and guardian of mankind” (Resagny, ed. 45). IRime of the Ancient MaringColeridge has given the
reference of bird named Albatross. We should nbtthe bird is the indirect message of this poeroo Eriticism studies the
protection of animals and birds. “British Romargioi has proved to be a fertile and varied grouncefar critical revisionism”
(Buell 3). Eco criticism also guides us to takeecaf birds and animals. Garrard observes, “Animady is important ally of eco
criticism” (Garrad 144). Society and culture are tharts of eco criticism. Eco criticism looks clgsat the human, culture,
nature interaction in texts. Eco criticism ofteres@nts the scene of an interplay that stressesulhéral aspects of various
concepts of nature. Thus, “Eco criticism is meansoving from monoculture view of nature to multilwral one from world of
self isolating societies to world of united andfyimg culture” ( Karala and Kathlen xxii).

Kalidas occupies unique place in not only Sandikeitature but also in world literature. Humbolghpaeciates the qualities of
Kalidas: “Tenderness in the expression of feelimgd richness of creative fancy have assigned tohisnofty place among the
poets of all nations” (Dave 65). The celebratedt p@didas’s summit of all his works ieghaduta(Meghasandesha). It's going
to satisfy the connoisseur with best theme andipsttle of Kalidas. It is conceived by the magieet as a lyric of love as well
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as that of nature at the same time. It is also Kawga and it has influenced the poets of futureegation for developing tradition
of Dutakavyas.

Kalidas'sMeghadutais a lyrical gem. The poem is divided into twotpar Purvamegha and Uttaramegha. It consists of 115
stanzas composed in Mandakranta meter. The titMegfhadutaitself reflects the theme of the poelteghadutameans cloud
as a messenger. The Openingvud#ghadutadepicts that certain Yaksha who has deviated fasrduty and has deprived by
lord’s curse for one year who has lived at Ramagihich situated in natural background.

Meghaduta is full of references of ecology. Ondah&f components of eco criticism theory is naturé acology. The best
thought suggested by Kalidas is the choice of clasich main character though it is a part of natdatidas has suggested the
path of cloud from Ramagiri to Alaka through Yakshastruction to cloud. This journey is full of pietion of parts of nature
like trees, flowers, rivers, lakes, mountains, wiskly, rainbow, sun, moon, stars, clouds, Mandsa ldalilash, Himalaya, birds,
animals, mythological places like Vidisha ( Avajtfijjayani etc. The cloud will be happy with enjogifavorable breeze, sweet
singing of Chataka, company of female cranes agdl ®wvans in his journey to Manasa Lake and alghéomountain kailasa.
The narration of rainbow is very beautiful. Thu® etiticism is here. It depicts nature and alsowleeld of birds and animals.
The mountain slopes look beautiful with spreadifgipe mango trees. Through the route of cloud,idés imparts the lively

and pictorial picture of mountains like Vindya Arkata, Himalaya and Kailas, rivers likeET (Reva) d3ddr (Vetravati)
f8IUT(Kshipra) dXEdd(Sarasvsati) I (GangaIdaT (Yamuna)and #ATFTEIGX (Manasarovargnd variety of flowers like
AT (Nima), FesT (Kutaja) hdd (Ketaka) Hed (Kadamb) ST (Jasmina)etc. The reference of flowers like Iot@T;:’.
(Kunda), oty (Lodhara)gﬂﬁ'cﬁ (Kuryaka) Q1w (Shirisha) in Alaka( city) reflect aspects ofurat

Eco criticism studies harmony between nature andamubeing. The intimacy between cloud and Yaksheh@svn. Thus
direct and indirect narration of poems show thespnee of parts of nature Meghaduta. The story ofMeghadutaitself is the
result of its effect on human being. The dialogeéMeen Yaksha and cloud, Yaksha’s instruction ¢md] his treatment with
cloud and how he narrates the root to cloud shambaious tuning between nature and man. Eco aiticstudies the relation
between nature and human beingMeghadutawe come across various names of clouds whicladdeessed by Yaksha. They

all are meaningful and symbolic eged Jimuta (the refuge of those that are oppressa#al)jj T Jaladhara (one who holds
water),{[ﬂmﬁ Subhaiji (fortunate oneJfTeraTiRe Kamacharin (wonder at willj@maY Sadho (good oneHl#a Saumya (gentle

one), H&T Sakhya (brotheridelg Jalada (water giver) etc. Thus the aspect of etioism- harmonious relation between nature
and human being- is well expressed here.

Eco criticism advocates the lives of society emergem nature. The theme bfeghadutehas social approach. The reference
of Nicha Mountain signifies the throbbing youth.eTmountain is the treasure of stone — caves emittia smell of perfume
used in their sports by harlots, proclaims the stnaéned youth of Vidisha. The care to give shadiemale who plucks flowers,
shows cloud’s helping nature to benefit others Whgcpart of society. The depiction gives refereataich of the mansions of
Ujjayini and the trait of female of this city whosemulous corners of eyes are surprised aftengebe flashes of lightning. The
way of living of people in cultural city named Ujai (Modern name) reflect its traits. “On reacdithe country of Avanti,
where the old men of the village are proficientlie stories about Udayana move on to the city sh&fia of great opulence
already indicated to you, the city appearing likeright portion of heaven brought by those whordftving lived there, down to
the earth with the remaining part of their metig fruits of their virtuous deeds having run sh¢dhni, 11) (Purvamegha-31).
The use of beauty lotion and pleasing smell of lnldstuses on legs of women show the current fasbiaociety. The nature of
prostitute is also shown, which is part of socid®gligion and strong faith in God and Goddess heeimportant aspect of
society. The way of living of lovers of Alaka refks their heavenly happy life. Thus to study sgcighich is one of the eco
critical aspects are well reflected here.

Eco criticism advocates cultural aspects emergeah fnature. The opening verse of Uttaramegha gieasitiful comparison
of mansions of Alaka (city) with beautiful cloud.dlso reflects cultural study of that city. “( Thiy ) where the mansions are
quite capable of standing comparison with you- goasessed of the flashing lightning, they of besubright with their charms
; you having the ( many coloured ) rainbow, theg ficture ( in various colours ); you giving outl@ep but pleasant rumble,
they the ( pleasantly grave sounds of ) tabourtebefar the musical concert, you with your watemerior, they with the floors
paved with sapphires ( thus having a water likeeapgnce ); - you towering high in the sky, and treging their domes that
touch the sky”( Kale,109 ) Uttaramegha-1).The fctidlaka city with young women with flowery decdi@n to their parts of
body, flowery trees with humming of bees, lakeshwhlooming lotuses give pleasurable atmospherl witique culture of
Alaka to readers. The happy and satisfied livegaksha with their beloved, the innocent playinglivine girls, the painting of
seven stored mansions, enjoyment of inexhaustiblestires by yaksha in their house, sharing swestemis, melodious voice
with singing the glory of Kubera in company witmhkiaras at Vaibhraja garden impart the glorioustdge of Alaka city. In
this divine land, the reference of desire-yieldiree depicts that all the demands of women reggrdinament to ornate their
bodies are fulfilled by this tree which shows urdgass of Alaka city. The delineation of Yaksh'’s ledike arched gateway like
a rainbow near clusters of flowers of Mandar ttesgutiful pond furnished with a flight of stepsrf@d of emerald stones with
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full blown golden lotuses, Pleasure Mountain wiinde of golden plantain trees and fine sapphirek peflect the artistic
lookout of Yaksha. The mythological places like ighth (Avanti), Ujjayani, Kurukhetra, Kanakhala eace well shown here.
Kalidas also depicts the way of living of men, warngirls, prostitutes, female plucking flowers,.dtom society and there is
also delineation on of divine and mythological awers. Thus, Meghaduta observes culture emerged riature which is the
part of eco criticism.The narration of all abovghiight the beauty and positive side of nature Whgenjoyed by person. The
depiction also suggests people’s liking to enjog pfarts of nature and to relish the life with bgaaft nature. Yaksha's wife
fosters Mandar tree which shows how persons cargdes. She makes peacock dance with clappingmofidnds with jingling
of her bracelets. It suggests that how people paption of animals and birds. This value system etfics are suggested in the
poem. The poem reforms modern sensibility of peggoniake care of plants, trees and also to taleafebirds and animals. All
these aspects are there in eco criticism whicheis elaborated itMeghaduta So the poem is full of eco critical ideas.

Literature is the medium to reflect the currentippeans of society. The development of science addnigogy put the world
in summit of progress. But the lives of humansiarganger. Eco criticism alerts the persons ofetgdihrough literary works to
sensitize with all problems. So theory of Eco ci#tin is most appropriate and useful in 21st centtfymortals dwell in that,
they save the earth and if poetry is the origithigsion of dwelling, the poetry is the place whese save the earth.” (Bate
183) All these thoughts are well noticed in Meghadas Kalidas is foreseer. At present, the worlessi from the problem of
the global warming. We see slogans like ‘Save emvitent and tree’. The population of birds and atsrage decreased. Kalidas
gives indirect suggestion through this poem to gmes nature and to take care of birds and anirithlgs the various aspects of
eco criticism are well reflected Meghadutaso it is an eco critical text.
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