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A TIME TO SING: THE NECESSITY OF SURPASSING 

SILENCE

Tempo de cantar: a necessidade de ultrapassar o silêncio

ABSTRACT: By considering the limitation of discursive language before the intimate 

Expositions of the Psalms, Saint 
Augustine, despite endorsing the recurrent suspicion regarding logos, advises against 

jubilus

besides Saint Augustine’s Expositions
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Introduction

Tthe analysis by Saint Augustine, found in the Expositions of the Psalms
jubilus

-
ds of the jubilus

speak, but also to fall 
silent
the possibilities of music, specially a music completely detached from 

by the Augustinian references to the jubilus that contrast to that valoriza-

discussion, using as a theoretical basis the study Canticum novum: música 
sem palavras e palavras sem som no pensamento de Santo Agostinho 
(Canticum novum:

and recommendation of singing the jubilus

jubilus

Expositions of the Psalms, 
-

PALAVRAS-CHAVE:



45Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 55, n. 1, p. 43-70, Jan./Abr. 2023 

periods (Saint John of the Cross, Sister Juana Inés de la Cruz and Saint 

in association or not, the themes that had been anticipated and connected 
by Saint Augustine, namely: the limits of discursive language and the 

Expositions of the Psalms

identify the fundamental aspects of language (in a broad sense), of human 

-

suggestive valorization of silence in the spheres of both the contents of 

-

-

-
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the eyes and the mouth
-

 

-
-

one of the aphorisms that compose The Cherubinic Wanderer

th century, emphasizing the correspondence 

The Carmelite spirituality, related, since its origin, to a secluded and con-

th

-

 A reference to the Ennead
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Regarding the preference, of a more performative than laudatory character, 

declaraciones) given by himself to his poem 
The Living Flame of Love th

música callada Spiritual 
Canticle
the last three verses of the Flame

-

and to abort the elucidative task that causes in the poet, from the very 

-

conditions of possibility of propositional language and the contents that 
can be discursively articulated, the Austrian thinker recognizes a strand 

how
is, is the mystical, but that Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus

to be consistent as Saint John of the Cross, conscious of the absurdities 
(dislates
than simply praising silence, the mystic should radically embrace it and 

shows Tractatus Logico-
-Philosophicus

Spiritual Canticle
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Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus

Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus

Augustine, more precisely in his Expositions to the Psalms (Enarrationes in 
Psalmos

-

on a particular liturgical musical genre: the jubilus
to Lorenzo Mammì, a specialist on Saint Augustine and an art critic, the 
noun jubilus

terua (or terûcah), tremolo or staccato produced by the shorfar, a trumpet made 
shofar

terua began to indicate a rhythmic shout of 

indicates, in the Psalms

terua 

terua has a similarity 
jubilus
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-

jubilus, 

-
ding to the valuable information provided by Saint Augustine, the jubilus 

song without words, intoned as a pure vocalization, 
-

the jubilus

translation)

jubilus, let us return 

Expositions of the 
Psalms

-

Shout with 
joy to the Lord, all earth

recommendation of the jubilus
Con-

fessions
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Sing skillfully to him in jubilation

Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus
-

genstein

-

jubilus in 

Tractatus, 
and Saint John of the Cross, in the declaraciones prepared for The Living 
Flame of Love

-

Philosophical Investigations

aphorism of the Tractatus

et si eum fari non potes, et tacere non debes, quid restat nisi ut iubiles
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moment the need of refusing the predicates that are built by language or 

Expositions of the Psalms, not only as a 

-
tion occurs, according to the author, in another level, the jubilus

jubilus
exultantly, 

ovation

-

 And, considering 

-
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-

not possible to restrain it
it is necessary to pour it out

-

jubilus and 

-

that, in his analysis of the jubilus, the saint relates, in the same passage, 

expanded with 
gladness

be spoken and understood, and bursts forth
so full of intense joy that 

laudare Expositions of the Psalms and 
originated the Portuguese verb louvar
to something that is called

Saint Teresa of Jesus in The Interior Castle
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my emphasis)

but by the individual or by the religious community that faces the other’s 

characteristic of ingratitude, observed in the Expositions
in the history of Christian spirituality and even in other religious tradi-

show, 

th century author, Sister Juana 

-

at least to say those things that cannot be said, so it is understood that being 
silent does not mean having nothing to say, but that the great deal there is to 

Help understanding this passage can be found in the thought of Vladi-

-

baptized by the French philosopher as the unsayable, that, mainly re-

to the absolute sterility or to the fact it does not present itself to our 

-
, 

zeigen) appears, in the Tractatus
sphere of the sayable (Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus

Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus
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-

The Bookshop, 

-

addressee had nothing to say (a sterility that comes close the unsayable 

-
sion of the Tractatus

accomplishes, in the act of enunciation itself, the demand of saying at 

 The movie The Bookshop
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The Living Flame of 
Love

-

be observed in a passage of L’Ironie

reticence

of sonorous value, similar, in this sense, to the pauses and sighs of musical 

-

The Living Flame of Love, the de-

Art
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form
-

nected in a period, syllables composing a verse, notes building a musical 

expression
(even if minimally, as recommended by Sister Juana Inés de la Cruz) or 

L’Ironie, is not 
-

-

elaborate expression, 

apprehension of a form  As she declares in The Practice of Philosophy, 
expression order

-

expressive form
-

form

symbols, 
conceive

symbolic expression involves a formulation

-
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form

-

Langerian perspective, occurs thanks to the establishment of an analogy 

in silence, but hardly by
-

seems to be implied in Saint Augustine’s considerations on the jubilus

silences that are characteristic of beatitude, omission or connivance, as 

-
pretation, the dependence seems to amplify considerably for something 

-

we should not fall silent
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-

the jubilus

dimension of the jubilus
commented on and the identity of the jubilus -

-

-
jubilus is capable 

point that reminds us of the Canticle of the Three Youths
foretells the Franciscan spirituality

Confessions (VII, 

On the Nature of 
Good



59Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 55, n. 1, p. 43-70, Jan./Abr. 2023 

It is important to highlight that it has been decided decided, in this article, 

the more obvious limitation of propositional language to articulate some 
-

jubilus, as 

logos

-
fers a special advantage compared to the act of speaking according to the 

from the mundane and utilitarian focus that generally characterizes verbal 
pulchrum (beauty 

aptum (useful, convenient)

taking them not as instruments for the satisfaction of needs and desires, 

-
lence and of discourse, based on the Augustinian sources, it is important 
to open a short parenthesis, to stress that the ancient thinker does not 

-

suspected a musical piece that could become independent from the verbal 
, the author 

Confessions

utility that stands it apart from 
pulchrum

-
Confessions and the 

De pulchro et apto, 

the bishop of Hippo in the Confessions
th century), 

in tono intelligibili, intelligibili voce, voce clara, cantu intelligibili” 
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jubilus in the Expositions of the Psalms may derive from the 
-
-

below logos

), 
and above discursive language and the limited human rationality, similarly 
to the elevated song of jubilus -
lévitchian terminology, that, from the Augustinian perspective, music, such 
as night and silence to Christian spirituality, tends either to the unsayable 
(Confessions  (Expositions to the Psalms

-

-

the song of jubilus

to soar the exulting spirit

It seems that the jubilus -

from the register or the a posteriori
occurs in the case of The Living Flame of Love or of Saint Paul’s testimony, 
recalled by Sister Juana Inés de la Cruz), because, besides occurring in 
the ongoing unleashes 

piece of his Nocturnes
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Expositions 
of the Psalms

Jankélévitch, could endorse a tribute to the jubilus (although they do not 

form, does not carry nor convey a conception and, thus, is considerably 
jubilus 

 , untranslatable by discursive language, making them sonorously 

 As the author sums up in Philosophy in a New Key, 

A composer not only indicates, but articulates

thought and the Augustinian meditation on the jubilus

jubilus
expressing its feelings as best it can rather 

th

elaboration
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The possibility of an understanding through the jubilus
-

Phi-
losophy in a New Key

practice of the jubilus

the jubilus
jubilus

-
 Therefore, 

causes, by itself, doubts, and its application to an author of another time may 
jubilus from 

If the song of jubilus composes, in a form, a musical gesture -

the presence of certain simil
of the pictured

 I could not stop myself recalling here another religious practice, more familiar to our rea-

-



63Perspect. Teol., Belo Horizonte, v. 55, n. 1, p. 43-70, Jan./Abr. 2023 

without words and the 
superlinguistic

forms (the form of the song and the form of the conception of the divinity 

-
pace

include non-verbal, non-linguistic and non

, 

of the Church, in his Expositions to the Psalms

-

does, Jankélévitch directly associates music to the register and to the regime of 

beyond and not below the limited verbal 
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applies to the immanent sphere of the musical phenomenon strategies and 

-

theologian but also to this agnostic French philosopher, a particularly ap-

-
jubilus 

-
Expositions of the Psalms

to the French philosopher,

Actually, music is already a sort of silence, since it imposes silence to the 

the silence of prose: it relieves the oppressing load of logos and prevents men 
-

the presence of pauses and rests, silence is both the source and the mouth 

philosopher’s perspective, limited and, besides that, devoid of subtlety, re-

silence and the musical phenomenon is so intimate that one may be pre-
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the chanted response of the jubilus
prescribed by the Tractatus

reach the solution presented by the bishop of Hippo to the problem of 
-

-
sized, it escapes from the discursive logic and manifests itself as a relative 

absence, but it presents itself as an 
expressive L’Ironie and 

-

the oppressing load of logos and prevents men from identifying themselves 
-

-
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 On one hand, sheer 

human being, it gains distinctive marks, since it appears as a possibility es-

Conclusion

Saint Augustine in his Expositions to the Psalms 32 and 99, that the believer 

investigated the reasons pro the recommendation of a musical response, 
jubilus

invoked not only the Augustinian sources, but contemporary philosophers 

Augustine does not consider 

last page of 
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-

form in order to turn it truly expressive

Concerning the reasons for the recommendation of the jubilus
the Expositions of the Psalms

pulchrum

On the other hand, not only music, but also silence, could stimulate the 

jubilus as 
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organizes and conveys a conception, that is, it presents itself as a symbolic 

jubilus

-

-

elements to sustain that music makes possible a more thorough treatment 
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