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THE BEGINNING OF TEACHERS EDUCATION IN STARA 
ZAGORA FROM 1841 1842 A STUDY OF SOURCES AND 

ANALYSES OF THE ERA AND ITS SPECIFICS DURING THE 
RENAISSANCE AND LOCAL CHARACTERISTICS IN STARA 

ZAGORA

Stefan Tonchev Stefanov

Abstract: This article is part of a special study on the specifics of teacher 
education during the Renaissance in general and in the city of Stara Zagora in particular. 
The history of the emergence of schools (by church, by community, New-Bulgarian 
and private), the contribution of personalities directly related to the process (public 
figures and prominent teachers) and the important stages of the development of 
education in the town of Stara Zagora during the Renaissance are studied 
retrospectively. The aim is thus to determine the starting date of teacher education in 
Stara Zagora. The historical and retrospective methods are used to form and argue the 
thesis that the school year 1841-1842 can be considered as the beginning of public New 
Bulgarian education in Stara Zagora, also as the beginning of pedagogical education 
(teacher training) in the city Stara Zagora. As a result of this study, it can be reasonably 
assumed that in 2022 the successor of this tradition, the Faculty of Education of Trakia 
University of Stara Zagora, in addition to 20 years of history as a higher pedagogical 
school, can celebrate 180 years of the beginning of its activity. The contribution of this 
study is that, for the first time, the available sources and thematic studies have been 
placed in such a context, and such a conclusion has been drawn from them in a reasoned 
way through their content.

Keywords:  Education, Renaissance, Stara Zagora, Atanas Ivanov, New 
Bulgarian Public Education, Svetinikolsko School, anniversary, pedagogical education
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