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Abstract. The European North of Russia has a significant potential for the creation of unique tourism prod-
ucts. The COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent geopolitical turbulence have had an impact on the func-
tioning of tourism. The relevance of the study is determined by the need to identify current trends of the 
industry. Its purpose was to assess the state and prospects of tourism development of the subjects forming 
the European North of Russia in the post-crisis period. The study is based on the results of the work of au-
thors studying the problems of the functioning of regional tourism, engaged in the search for promising 
areas that contribute to the growth of demand for tourist services in this market segment. Diagnostics of 
tourism trends in the European North of Russia, identification of strategic threats and substantiation of pri-
orities for its development were carried out on the basis of retrospective analysis, comparison, synthesis, 
analogy, generalization. The features of the consumption of services of the tourism sector in the post-
pandemic period are determined, threats are identified and priorities for its further development are 
formed. The study revealed a trend towards a decrease in the demand for hotel services in the region, 
which may affect the contribution of tourism to the economy of the territories. The results of the conduct-
ed research can be used as a reference point in the justification by public authorities of the ways of regional 
tourism development, contributing to the growth of demand for tourism products among the population 
and increasing their competitiveness. 
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Introduction 

The coronavirus pandemic has had a significant negative impact on the dynamics of the 

tourism industry in the world. Thus, according to the United Nations World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO), at the end of 2022, the international tourist flow was 37% lower than the pre-pandemic 
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value in 2019, amounting to 900 million tourists 1. However, the figure doubled compared to 2021, 

which is caused by the easing of pandemic restrictions in many countries. This indicates the rapid 

recovery of the industry after the crisis, which confirmed the high resilience of tourism to turbu-

lent conditions noted by researchers [1, Skare M., Soriano D.R., Porada-Rochoń M.]. Russia is also 

showing signs of improvement in tourism, which has been hit hard by COVID-19 restrictions 2. The 

driving force of the industry was domestic tourism: the tourist flow at the end of 2022 was only 

5% less than the level of 2019. In addition to the unfavorable influence of the medical and biologi-

cal factor, the development of tourism in the country in 2022 was negatively affected by the geo-

political situation and economic turbulence, as a result, the volume of incoming and outgoing 

tourist flows decreased. Thus, epidemiological and sanctions restrictions update research aimed at 

assessing the state of Russian tourism in order to find ways to ensure its sustainable development. 

The tourism potential of many Russian regions remains untapped to the fullest extent, which is 

associated with existing imbalances in the distribution of demand for recreation between territo-

ries [2, Leonidova E.G.; 3, Lukin E.V., Leonidova E.G., Sidorov M.A.; 4, Leonidova E.G., Sidorov 

M.A.]. In post-pandemic conditions, it is important to understand how the demand for tourism 

services has changed in regions promising for tourism, in order to increase their competitiveness 

in the country’s tourism market. These include the European North of Russia (ENR), formed by the 

republics of Komi and Karelia, the Arkhangelsk, Vologda, Murmansk oblasts, as well as the Nenets 

Autonomous Okrug. The ENR is distinguished by the similarity of tourist and recreational re-

sources, which are the basis for the creation of unique tourism products. Thus, many types of 

tourism are developing on the territory of the ENR: cultural and educational, environmental, busi-

ness, water, cruise, Arctic, event, rural, religious, ethnographic, railway and others [5, Grushenko 

E.B., Lisunova E.A.; 6, Kondratyeva S.V.], which allows talking about the diversification of tourism 

activities in the region. Thus, the purpose of the study was to assess the state of tourism in the 

constituent entities of the European North of Russia in the post-Covid period 2021–2022, based on 

an analysis of the population’s demand for accommodation services, in order to determine the 

further vector of development of the industry. The information base was the works of domestic 

and foreign scientists dealing with the problems of tourism development in the post-Covid period, 

assessing its impact on economic parameters, information from state statistics bodies characteriz-

ing the population’s demand for accommodation facilities, data from the World Bank, the World 

Tourism Organization, and the NAFI analytical center. 

 

                                                 
1
 Barometr mirovogo turizma YuNVTO i statisticheskoe prilozhenie [UNWTO World Tourism Barometer and Statistical 

supplement]. URL: https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/abs/10.18111/wtobarometereng.2023.21.1.1 (accessed 01 February 
2023).  
2
 Rosturizm raskryl poteri otrasli iz-za pandemii i otsutstviya turistov [The Federal Tourism Agency has revealed indus-

try losses due to the pandemic and lack of tourists]. URL: 
https://www.rbc.ru/society/19/10/2020/5f8de4329a7947c66bdf1521 (accessed 10 February 2023). 

https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/abs/10.18111/wtobarometereng.2023.21.1.1
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Theoretical and methodological aspects of the study 

The analysis of works of foreign authors revealed an increased interest in the study of do-

mestic tourism after the COVID-19 pandemic — it became not only a catalyst for the recovery of 

the tourism sector in many countries [7, Rogerson C.M., Rogerson, J.M.], proved to be more re-

sistant to the impact of COVID-19 than international tourism [8, Duro J.A., Perez-Laborda A., Fer-

nandez M.], but also acted as an essential element of economic recovery as a whole after the pan-

demic [9, Arbulú I., Razumova M., Rey-Maquieira J. , Sastre F.; 10, Gössling S., Scott S., Hall M.; 11, 

Kreiner N.C., Ram Y.; 12, Woyo E.]. Some works indicate that domestic tourism is characterized by 

domestic demand and domestic supply, which are relatively independent of international shocks, 

which, along with its benefits to the economy (job creation, contribution to investment and pro-

duction), is a factor in reducing economic vulnerability [13, Nguyen C.P., Su T.D.]. 

Recently, there has been interest in the study of domestic tourism and its economic as-

sessment in Russia. The authors raise the problem of finding new strategic vectors for its devel-

opment in the changed geopolitical conditions. It is stated that without a targeted increase in citi-

zens’ incomes, it will hardly be possible to fulfill the goal of the national project “Tourism and hos-

pitality industry” to achieve a twofold increase in the number of trips across the country by 2030: 

due to the low level of incomes, the demand for tourism does not yet have grounds to increase, 

and fulfillment of the stated indicators is possible only due to an increase in the frequency of trips 

of the solvent population [14, Simonyan G.A., Saryan A.A.]. The fact that a decrease in purchasing 

power remains a limiting factor for the development of domestic tourism is also stated in other 

studies [15; Donskova L.I., Barannikov A.L., Makovetskiy M.Yu.]. There are differences between 

territories in terms of the availability of tourism services for the population [16, Moroshkina M.V., 

Kondratyeva S.V.], intraregional disproportions between the amount of tourist flow and the de-

velopment of tourism infrastructure [17, Ivanov I.A., Vasilyeva T.V., Krasilnikova I.N., Manakov 

A.G.]. 

Russian scientists have paid quite a lot of attention to revealing the prospects for the de-

velopment of tourism in the European North of Russia. S.V. Kondratyeva emphasizes that one of 

the limitations hindering the growth of tourist flow to the region is the poor recognition of the 

tourism product in the domestic market [18, Kondratyeva S.V.]. She notes the importance of 

meeting the recreation and tourism needs of the local population based on the tourism resources 

of the region [19]. Other studies indicate that the tourism market in the region is at a stage of de-

velopment, which is hampered by poor transport accessibility [20, Orlova V.S.], lack of tourism in-

frastructure, high cost of tourism services and difficult climatic conditions [21, Yakovchuk A.A.]. 

However, many researchers have identified attractive growth points for tourists that con-

tribute to the influx of tourists into the region. These include the potential of gastronomic and 

ethnographic tourism [22, Pospelova S.V., Kutyeva E.R.], the creation of interregional tourist 

routes [23, Kozhevnikov S.A., Sekushina I.A.]. 



 

Arctic and North. 2023. No. 53 

NORTHERN AND ARCTIC SOCIETIES 
            Ekaterina G. Leonidova. Tourism in the Subjects of the European North of Russia … 

179 

Summarizing the work on assessing the demand for tourism resources in the region by the 

population, it should be noted that they are mainly based on official statistics characterizing the 

state of the industry’s infrastructure (accommodation facilities, travel agencies, catering estab-

lishments, transport, tourist information centers). Information from Rosstat remains the main 

source of information on the development of tourism, although it needs to be expanded and de-

tailed [24, Leonidova E.G., Sidorov M.A.; 25, Ovcharov A.O.; 26, Ovcharov A.O.]. At the same time, 

many authors often use absolute indicators in their analyses, which do not always objectively re-

flect the state of the subject under study. The analysis of the few works on the problems of the 

tourism industry of the subjects forming the European North of Russia, in which the calculation of 

relative indicators was used, taking into account the area and population, showed that the conclu-

sions are formulated by the authors either on the basis of incomplete data characterizing the ob-

jects of tourism infrastructure [17, Ivanov I. A., Vasilyeva T.V., Krasilnikova I.N., Manakov A.G.], or 

on a narrow time interval that does not include an assessment of the state of tourism in the region 

in the post-pandemic period [2, Leonidova E.G.]. Thus, the above-mentioned actualizes the prob-

lem of assessing the recovery of the tourism industry of the ENR subjects after the COVID-19 pan-

demic in order to identify new trends and formulate a further vector of development. 

It is known that statistics reflecting the development of Russian tourism are imperfect. The 

main source of information about the dynamics of regional tourism development is the data pro-

vided by collective accommodation facilities, which register travelers staying overnight. The study 

assumes that accommodation facilities are used mainly for tourism purposes, and the indicators 

characterizing them make it possible to adequately assess the dynamics of tourist demand for rec-

reation in the region. To solve this problem, the following indicators were used: 

 the number of people staying in collective accommodation facilities; 

 the number of overnight stays in collective accommodation facilities; 

 tourist load on the territory, allowing a more objective assessment of the tourist attrac-

tiveness of the region. It is defined as the ratio of tourist flow to the number of residents 

of the territory receiving tourists [28, Ivanov I.A.]. In this case, the tourist flow was esti-

mated by the number of people staying in collective accommodation facilities. 

To diagnose trends in the development of the tourism industry in the post-pandemic peri-

od, identify limitations and determine vectors for its further development, general scientific re-

search methods were used: retrospective and comparative analysis, synthesis, analogy, generali-

zation. 

Research results 

The coronavirus pandemic reduced the contribution of gross value added created by tour-

ism to the economy of the Russian Federation (Fig. 1).  
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Fig. 1. Dynamics of the contribution of GVA created by tourism to GDP in the Russian Federation, in % of the total 
3
.  

In 2021, the indicator showed positive dynamics, demonstrating the recovery of the indus-

try. At the end of 2022, its value remained the same, not exceeding the pre-pandemic level. It is 

worth noting that the work of tourism enterprises in 2022 was strongly influenced by the geopolit-

ical situation in the world, which led to a reduction in the volume of outbound tourism due to the 

introduction of visa restrictions, the lack of direct flights, difficulties with servicing Russian aircraft 

due to sanctions, as well as to a significant reduction in the number of incoming tourists to Russia. 

Thus, their number for 2019–2022 decreased by 25.5 times and amounted to about 200 thousand 

people at the end of 2022, which is much less than in the “Covid” years of 2020 and 2021. 4 This 

negatively affected the work of tourism enterprises, reducing their contribution to the economy. 

In these conditions, the main driver of industry development has become domestic tourism, which 

has recently been given special attention by the authorities in connection with the implementa-

tion of the national project “Tourism and hospitality industry”. In this regard, the assessment of 

the use of the potential of territories promising for tourism development, including the European 

North of Russia, is being updated, which will reduce the existing imbalances in the consumption of 

tourist services in the country [27, Leonidova E.G.]. 

One of the key indicators that allow assessing the demand for tourism infrastructure and 

the demand for tourism services in the region is statistical data characterizing the activities of col-

lective accommodation facilities (CAFs). 

The analysis showed that the dynamics of population demand for the services of hotels, 

hostels and sanatoriums of the ENR 5 in the post-pandemic period was multidirectional (Fig. 2). 

 

                                                 
3
 Source: Rosstat data. 

4
 Inostrannyy turpotok v Rossiyu v 2022 godu sokratilsya na 96,1% [Foreign tourist flow to Russia in 2022 decreased by 

96.1%]. URL: https://www.atorus.ru/node/51298 (accessed 01 February 2023). 
5
 For comparison: for the Northwestern Federal District as a whole for 2021–2022, the figure decreased by 15%. 

2.7 
2.7 

2.8 

2.4 

2.6 
2.6 

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022



 

Arctic and North. 2023. No. 53 

NORTHERN AND ARCTIC SOCIETIES 
            Ekaterina G. Leonidova. Tourism in the Subjects of the European North of Russia … 

181 

 

Fig. 2. Dynamics of the number of persons staying in collective accommodation facilities in the constituent entities of 
the European North of Russia 

6
.  

In 20212022, the most noticeable growth of the indicator was in the Vologda Oblast 

(62.4%). In 2022, the majority of the ENR subjects, except for the Komi Republic, showed a nega-

tive dynamics of demand for accommodation services compared to the previous year. The sharp-

est decline was recorded in the Republic of Karelia (-36.8%). In the Nenets Autonomous Okrug it 

was 22%, in the Arkhangelsk and Murmansk oblasts — 16 and 14%, respectively. 

In general, in 2022, the leading region in terms of the number of people accommodated in 

the hotel sector was the Vologda Oblast, which received 604 thousand people. Almost half as 

many hotel service clients were served in the Republic of Karelia (357 thousand people), Mur-

mansk (307 thousand people) and Arkhangelsk (277 thousand people) oblasts. 

Thus, it can be stated that in the post-pandemic period, among those staying in the CAF, 

accommodation facilities of the Vologda Oblast were in high demand, which accounted for the 

main flow of visitors among the subjects under consideration. The question arises: what caused 

this popularity and is it related to the intensification of tourism activity in the region? The outflow 

of guests from accommodation facilities in the Republic of Karelia, the number of which at the end 

of 2022 did not exceed the values of the pandemic year 2020, as well as from other subjects of the 

ENR, also requires assessment. 

Analysis of data on the activities of collective accommodation facilities in the Vologda Ob-

last by months showed that the peak of demand for them was in March and August (Fig. 3). 

                                                 
6
 Source: Rosstat and EMISS data. 
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Fig. 3. Dynamics of the number of persons staying in collective accommodation facilities in the constituent entities of the 
European North of Russia in 2022 

7
.  

It should be noted that the dynamics of the indicator growth in March, which is not the 

most “tourist” month of the year, was also observed in the Arkhangelsk Oblast and the Nenets Au-

tonomous Okrug. The probable reason for this is the popularity among Russians of tours under the 

tourist cashback program, which also applied to trips taken in March. Three non-working days 

(from 6 to 8 March) fell on the period of the program due to the 8th of March holiday. 

The reason for the increased demand for accommodation facilities in the Vologda Oblast in 

August may be the opening of the Arkhangelskiy Bridge in Cherepovets on August 10, 2022. As 

part of this event, a seven-hour festive program was organized, which was attended, according to 

estimates, by about 150 thousand people 8. This large-scale event could attract not only city 

dwellers, but also residents of neighboring areas, which created a demand for accommodation 

services. 

The decline in demand for the hotel sector in most subjects of the ENR, the most noticea-

ble among which was noted in the Republic of Karelia, can be explained by the all-Russian trend: in 

2021–2022, the number of people accommodated in the CAF decreased from 66.5 to 64.5 million 

people. One of the reasons for this may be the growing popularity of outbound tourism, as evi-

                                                 
7
 Source: Rosstat data. 

8
 Prazdnik v chest' novogo mosta stal samym grandioznym v istorii Cherepovtsa [The celebration in honor of the new 

bridge became the most grandiose in the history of Cherepovets]. URL: https://cherinfo.ru/news/123046-prazdnik-v-
cest-novogo-mosta-stal-samym-grandioznym-v-istorii-cerepovca (accessed 10 February 2023). 
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denced by a 22.6% increase in the number of trips by Russians abroad for tourism purposes during 

this time interval 9.  

The calculations have shown that the territories with high tourist load in the region 10 in-

clude the Republic of Karelia, the Vologda and Murmansk oblasts, while the rest of the subjects 

have a significant potential for increasing the tourist flow (Table 1). 

Table 1 
Dynamics of tourist load in the subjects of the European North of Russia 11 

No. Subject 2019 2020 2021 2022 Change 

1 Nenets Autonomous Okrug 0.30 0.19 0.26 0.21 -0.09 

2 Komi Republic 0.28 0.18 0.24 0.25 -0.03 

3 Arhangelsk Oblast 0.32 0.18 0.30 0.26 -0.06 

4 Murmansk Oblast 0.43 0.35 0.49 0.43 0 

5 Vologda Oblast 0.41 0.24 0.32 0.53 0.12 

6 Republic of Karelia 0.78 0.63 0.93 0.59 -0.19 

The leadership of the above-mentioned regions is explained by developed infrastructure, 

more favorable climatic conditions for tourism activities, and high transport accessibility. The most 

noticeable decrease in the indicator for the analyzed period was noted in the Republic of Karelia. It 

should be emphasized that by the end of 2021, the number of tourists there was almost equal to 

the number of residents, which indicates its high tourist attractiveness. 

The growth of tourist consumption and, accordingly, the contribution of tourism to the 

economy of the territories depend on the duration of stay of travelers, which can be judged by the 

number of overnights in accommodation facilities. 

Almost in all the ENR subjects 12, except for the Arkhangelsk Oblast, the indicator according 

to data for the third quarter of 2022 increased compared to the pre-pandemic level of 2019 (Fig. 

4). The most positive dynamics were demonstrated by the Nenets Autonomous Okrug (+39%), 

which, taking into account the poorly developed tourist infrastructure, low transport accessibility 

and harsh climatic conditions, can be considered a good result. However, it is worth noting that, 

given the specifics of the region, the number of people staying in accommodation facilities may 

include not only tourists, but also business travelers and shift workers. In terms of the number of 

overnight stays in the third quarter of 2022, the leaders were the Vologda Oblast and the Republic 

of Karelia. 

 

                                                 
9
 V kakie strany ezdili rossiyskie turisty v 2022 godu [Which countries did Russian tourists travel to in 2022?]. URL: 

https://www.atorus.ru/node/51287 (accessed 10 February 2023). 
10

 For comparison: at the end of 2022, the tourist load in the Russian Federation was 0.44. 
11

 Source: calculated by the author. 
12

 For comparison: in general for the Northwestern Federal District for 2021-2022, the figure increased by 60%. 



 

Arctic and North. 2023. No. 53 

NORTHERN AND ARCTIC SOCIETIES 
            Ekaterina G. Leonidova. Tourism in the Subjects of the European North of Russia … 

184 

 

Fig. 4. Dynamics of the number of overnight stays in collective accommodation facilities of the ENR subjects, units 
13

.  

It should be noted that the uniqueness of the European North of Russia is associated, 

among other things, with the presence of subjects included in the Arctic Zone of the Russian Fed-

eration, located in the Murmansk and Arkhangelsk oblasts, the Komi Republic and the Nenets Au-

tonomous Okrug. It is possible to develop Arctic tourism there, which involves traveling to observe 

the northern lights, diving, snowmobiling, sleigh rides pulled by huskies, reindeer, etc. 

One of the problems is the low awareness of tourists about their tourism opportunities. 

Data from a sociological survey 14 showed that almost 40% of Russians know very little or practi-

cally nothing about the Arctic (Fig. 5).  

 
Fig. 5. Distribution of the answer to the question “How do you assess your knowledge about the Arctic zone of Russia 

as a whole?”, in % of all respondents 
15

.  
 

                                                 
13

 Source: Rosstat data. 
14

 The all-Russian survey was conducted by the NAFI Analytical Center in December 2022. 1600 people 18 years old 
and older were surveyed in 53 regions of Russia. The sample is based on official statistics from Rosstat and represents 
the adult population of the Russian Federation by gender, age, level of education and type of settlement. The statisti-
cal error of the data does not exceed 3.4%. 
15

 Source: NAFI sociological survey. 
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Moreover, representatives of the most economically active group of the population — Rus-

sians aged 35 to 44 (47%) — have heard the least about it. This requires an active information 

campaign to promote Arctic tourism. 

A vivid example of Arctic tourism is the case of the village of Teriberka in the Murmansk 

Oblast on the shores of the Barents Sea, which has become a point of attraction for tourists from 

all over Russia. Currently, 11 projects are being implemented in the village for a total amount of 

over 1 billion rubles 16. It seems that the active development of other promising territories in the 

Arctic zone of the European North of Russia can provide no less social and economic effect. 

Thus, the analysis revealed the peculiarities of the functioning of the tourism industry of 

the subjects of the European North of Russia in the post-pandemic period, identified the main 

trends in demand for tourist services from the population. It can be stated that in the near future, 

the development of tourism in the ENR will largely be determined by the activity of domestic tour-

ists and the efforts of regional authorities and businesses to increase the competitiveness of the 

regional tourism product. Solving this problem requires identifying threats that could have a nega-

tive impact on the tourism market of the ENR and the volume of domestic tourist flow. Taking into 

account the current economic and political situation in the country, it seems that the following can 

be attributed to such threats for the subjects of the European North of Russia: 

 decrease in the purchasing power of the population and growth of prices for vacations; 

 unstable economic situation in the country; 

 active development of tourism in neighboring regions of the Northwestern Federal Dis-

trict; 

 high level of uncertainty in the functioning of the tourism industry in Russia and high 

degree of risk in running a tourism business; 

 growing popularity of outbound tourism. 

The emergence of identified threats can lead to a decrease in tourist flow and a reduction in 

the time tourists spend at their destinations, the reorientation of tourists to other regions with more 

attractive tourism products and developed transport and infrastructure, and a reduction in spending 

on tourism services. 

In this regard, it seems important to highlight the priorities that determine the development of 

the tourism industry in the near future: 

1. Providing support to promising types of tourism that have high development potential and 

are able to attract mass tourist flow. Thus, one of them is industrial tourism, which involves tourists 

visiting production facilities. In Russia, this type of tourism has recently been developing very dynami-

cally. For example, in 2022, one of the successful in this direction was the case of Nizhny Novgorod Ob-

                                                 
16

 V Murmanskoy oblasti nazvali samuyu massovuyu otrasl' po chislu proektov [The most massive industry in terms of 
the number of projects was named in the Murmansk Oblast]. URL: 
https://murmansk.rbc.ru/murmansk/01/12/2022/63884f389a7947ddffc3a13a?from=from_main_4  (accessed 10 Feb-
ruary 2023).  

https://murmansk.rbc.ru/murmansk/01/12/2022/63884f389a7947ddffc3a13a?from=from_main_4
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last, the industrial enterprises of which were visited by 78.8 thousand tourists, which is 13% more than 

last year 17. A prototype of a possible route through industrial enterprises of the Nizhny Novgorod Ob-

last was also created, uniting 15 municipalities. In the Republic of Karelia, according to experts, poten-

tial points of growth of industrial tourism may be the park “White Mountain. Tivdi Marble” park in the 

Kondopoga district, Yuven Island in the Pitkyaranta district, and the mine of the Tulomazerskiy Plant in 

the Pryazhinskiy district 18. For the active development of this direction in the constituent entities of 

the European North of Russia, it is necessary to create a register of enterprises open to tourists and 

formulate a program for the development of industrial tourism in the regions. This can be achieved by 

consolidating the efforts of regional authorities, business representatives and attracting experts from 

the Agency for Strategic Initiatives, on the basis of which, with the support of the Ministry of Industry 

and Trade of the Russian Federation, a special acceleration program has been created, aimed at im-

plementing an industrial tourism model. 

Ecological tourism is another promising area that can ensure the growth of tourist flow. The 

European North has a significant potential for its development: specially protected natural areas, serv-

ing as an eco-tourism resource, occupy 13.1% of the Komi Republic, which is explained by the location 

of the largest natural park “Yugyd Va” — a UNESCO site. The main reason hindering its development is 

the poor legislation. In the near future, a draft law on tourism in specially protected natural areas is 

expected to be adopted, which will significantly increase the attendance of the region. 

Event tourism, which receives significant financial support from federal authorities, can be-

come a driver for the development of territories. For example, the Russian government allocated 638 

million rubles for its development in 2023 to support and promote such projects. Moreover, only 2 

subjects of the European North of Russia were among the recipients of subsidies: the Arkhangelsk Ob-

last and the Republic of Karelia. At the same time, the other territories also have a high potential for its 

development. 

2. Targeted subsidies for tourist trips within the region for certain categories of citizens (chil-

dren, pensioners, low-income families, etc.). Currently, the Russian government has allocated 1 billion 

rubles for a program of free school trips as part of the national project “Tourism and hospitality indus-

try” for 29 Russian regions. The Vologda Oblast is the only participant in the school tourism program 

among the constituent entities of the European North of Russia. At the end of 2022, about three thou-

sand schoolchildren were sent on trips as part of the project. In 2023, it is planned to double their 

number. Financial incentives for travel for retirees are promising. Thus, in the Republic of Bashkiria, 

within the framework of the project “Bashkir Longevity. Tourism”, free travel is available for pension-

                                                 
17

 V tri raza vyroslo chislo turistov na predpriyatiyakh vos'mi regionov-uchastnikov promyshlennogo akseleratora ASI 
[The number of tourists at enterprises in eight regions participating in the ASI industrial accelerator has tripled]. URL: 
https://asi.ru/news/192207/ (accessed 10 February 2023). 
18

 Eksperty nazvali perspektivnye lokatsii dlya turistov v Karelii [Experts named promising locations for tourists in Kare-
lia]. URL:https://karelia.rbc.ru/karelia/22/05/2022/628510589a7947839882ad7b(accessed 10.02.2021) (accessed 10 
February 2023). 

https://asi.ru/news/192207/
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ers 19. At the end of 2022, 10 thousand pensioners became participants in the program, which is 2.5 

times more than in 2021. 

3. Intensification of interaction between the ENR subjects within the framework of the imple-

mentation of the interregional historical and cultural project “Silver Necklace”, uniting 11 regions of 

North-West Russia. 

Despite the pool of tourist routes formed over a ten-year period, not many interregional routes 

have been created. Basically, within the framework of the project, each entity promotes tours within 

its region, without including the proposals of its neighbors in the program, as a result of which the 

meaning of the project is lost — the general promotion of tourist opportunities of the territory. In ad-

dition, information and marketing support needs to be improved. The currently existing single re-

source with a description of the project’s tourist routes offers only reference and introductory infor-

mation. There is no option to book a tour directly. 

The implementation of these directions for the development of tourism in the European North 

of Russia will make it possible to mitigate the identified risks of a decline in tourism activity and in-

crease the volume of domestic tourist consumption. It should be noted that the success of their im-

plementation largely depends on the activity of regional authorities in attracting federal funding and 

creating favorable conditions for investors.  

Conclusion 

The study made it possible to identify the following trends that determine the development of 

tourism in the European North of Russia after the coronavirus pandemic: 

 the majority of the ENR subjects have not reached the level of 2019 in terms of the volume 

of demand from the population for hotel sector services; 

 the revival of demand for tourism resources in the European North of Russia in the post-

pandemic period was significantly facilitated by the tourist cashback program, which in-

creased hotel occupancy; 

 the most attractive territories for tourists are the Republic of Karelia, Vologda and Mur-

mansk oblasts, which account for 72% of all overnight stays in the region; 

 the length of stay in accommodation facilities has increased compared to the 2019 level. 

Thus, the study allowed us to conclude that the development of the tourism industry of the Eu-

ropean North of Russia in the post-Covid period in terms of key indicators did not reach pre-pandemic 

levels, which requires the identification of new vectors for its development and the active use of the 

existing unique tourism potential. 

Taking into account the significant financial support provided to tourism at the federal level 

within the framework of the national project “Tourism and hospitality industry”, it is necessary to 

                                                 
19

 Project “Bashkir longevity. Tourism”. URL: https://долголетие.соцтуризмрб.рф (accessed 10 February 2023). 
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strengthen local work on the inclusion of tourism projects of the ENR subjects in the number of recipi-

ents of subsidies within the framework of the project. 

The study confirmed the adequacy of the approach to analyzing the assessment of tourism de-

velopment in the regions, based on the diagnosis of indicators characterizing the functioning of the 

tourism infrastructure in general and the hotel sector in particular. The proposed approach allows as-

sessing the tourism industry in terms of supply and demand to identify threats and develop measures 

to improve its development, and can be tested on the example of any region and municipality due to 

the availability of data. 
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