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ABSTRACT

a 

 also means a moment of decision, not 

Christian community, it also means a moment of possible division and refusal, 

KEYWORDS

RESUMO
e a ruptura sociopolítica global: esses diferentes fatores (e outros) fazem do pre-
sente momento um 
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D
-

also a periodizing event: something that marks a before and an after in 
contemporary Catholicism, and especially in the periodization of the re-

1 “Eukairos akairos

The term -

-

The most important part is in the second verse, , translated 

 ( eu) is used 

ão de 
-

PALAVRAS-CHAVE
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viceversa, the unfavorable time is favorable”

From the perspective of synodality, it is interesting to note that the strong 

that are potentially or actually deviant and therefore has become unable 
to propose again the message of a liberating, kerygmatic announcement 

-

-

2 Kairos

th 

unfavorable time for the synodal process opened by pope Francis for a 

-
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for the development of synodal cultures of local Churches, also in light 

 and 

-

-

 of its time” — the  

a beginning” of a reform and of a conversion, his defense of the structural 

:

) and in very diverse 

of such a “relative ordination” [in French,

or the demand of public opinion, but “the needs, necessities and possibilities 

Francis 

 (a factual situation, typical of contemporary, post-Christendom 
Christianity) and  or -

-
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to see the synodal moment as an opportunity for purely structural and 

 that 
-
st 

th century (Fascism, 
Communism), but this time also represents a loss of the very sense of 
the future in general,

3 

-

pandemic is a great interruption in our lives and also in the life of the 

euphemism of “social distancing” to describe the need to keep distance 

it should be called “physical distancing,” being social distancing part of 

The ecclesial distancing is due also to the refusal of most of the clergy 
to imagine other kinds of online liturgical celebrations such as liturgies 
of the Word and 

made of all the faithful one people in the 

th 
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But there is something good coming from the ecclesial distancing caused by 
-

liturgy and synodality because it helps us understand correctly the liturgy 

-

-

This is true not only of the encyclicals  and  (the 

also represent an opportunity to reshape the synodal processes already en 

The fact is that the pandemic has cast a light on the need to think about 
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at lea

-

-

an ecclesial distancing much longer than the declaration of the pandemic at 

the counter-reformation model of the 

It is true that synodality is not aimed so much at reforming the Church 
-

the pandemic should have a chapter in the history of the post-Vatican II 
Catholic Church, because it has made a case about the impossibility of the 
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, it is time to care 

4 

-

 

What is the role of the episcopal leadership in the synodal path together 

-
tation 
his role as the referee of the presence or absence of genuine discernment 

the editor of , Antonio Spadaro, SJ, in an important article 

by the Synod for the Amazon region in favor of “the priestly ordination 
of :
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religious community going through a process of discernment than of a 

-
tus professor of theology at the University of Tübingen, formulated the 
concept of the papacy as a “notarius publicus”: a constitutive role of the 
papal primacy in the task of making possible and maintaining the unity of 
the Catholic faith and of the communion of the Church (HÜNERMANN, 

-
pment of papal primacy, trying to understand the deep changes in the 

-
tlook of Catholicism, but also by the self-understanding of the papacy 

to the issue of the role of papal primacy depend on the kind of syno-

in the Church and ministry, open to the possibility of institutional and 

 and in the aftermath, the calling of the synodal process by 

the magisterium, but from some important leaders of the Catholic episco-
of the 
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Church, but this crisis of the sense of the unity of the ecclesial commu-

back in recent years as an ecumenical issue, if one looks at the role that 

The ghost of a universal, pope-like role for the Patriarch of Constantino-

But if synodality is to be a key aspect of being Church in the future of 

5 

-
ments of Vatican II never used the term “synodality”, even though the 

The modern theology of synodality originates chronologically in contempo-

a coinc
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-

-

-

important role in helping the Italian bishops receive the invitation by pope 

-

Healing Council” established by the Australia bishops in response to the 

ecclesial culture that has taken stock of decolonization and inculturation 

for a plenary council actually preceded chronologically the “Royal Com-

reasons that makes the Australian model not dependent on a legislative/
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in the background for the Catholic Church in Asia, Africa, and the Mi-

pressure as a minority: sometimes in a system of authoritarian secularity, 
-

nalist ideologies based on religion, like the particular ideological version 

-

-

the crisis of democracy and of democratic culture also among Catholics 

Synodal Church means ecclesial processes that are less centered on the 

st 

-

of Jesus is evident: from the European elites in the early modern period 
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to understand the Church remain fundamentally Protestant and Anglo-

another means, and this is crucially important in a time of anger and 
-

ability to understand that the preparation, celebration, and reception of 

Church (like in the early centuries until the Middle Ages), in a European 
or colonial Church (as in the early modern and modern period), and 

and the social, political, and economic order is composed of many di-

said at an important conference on the future of theology organized by 

-
sial synodality from the sensibility of the 

moment a 
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Synodality comes to the Catholic Church after a long season of insisting 

 has 

situation a “  in our ecclesial situation 

of missionary presence in our societies, and for this the synodal process 
is a crucial moment:

Will Christians adopt a sectarian look, more or less advancing grievances, like 

-

an increasingly fragmented Christianity and a divided Catholic Church, this 

they must be part of a  that does not reduce synodality to 
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helps us also see this moment in the life of the Church not as a mirror 

Social alliances and institutional models in global 

-

-

-

-

    

Fragen nach dem Weg der 

, Bo-
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