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Research objective: to provide the comments and translation of some fragments of 

Byzantine’s historian Menander Protector, which described the embassies from the Avars’ 

to Byzantine Empire. To analyze the Romans representation of the Avars as well as to de-

fine some factors that shaped these concepts. 

Research materials: Menander was one of the first early-medieval historian who de-

scribed the appearance of the Avars in the European territories, their relations with the other 

peoples of the Dnieper, Black Sea and the Danube regions as well as diplomatic relations 

with Byzantine Empire. From Menander’s evidence we can get information about the Avars 

who posed a serious threat to the Empire. 
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Research results and novelty: This publication allows to looking at the nomads from 

the Romans’ point of view, discovering subjective sides of this representation, which were 

caused by incomprehension of foreign culture and specific diplomacy. The fragments of 

Menander’s work are important to further research of the Byzantine Empire’s history, of 

the Avars and inter-civilization relation in the early Middle Ages. 

Keywords: Menander, Avars, barbarians, embassy, Byzantine Empire. 

For citation: Zhdanovich O. Avar Embassies to Byzantium according to Menander 

Protector (annotated translation of the source’s fragments). Golden Horde Review. 2016. 

Vol. 4, no. 4, pp. 881–893. DOI: 10.22378/2313-6197.2016-4-4.881-893 

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

1. Vizantiyskie istoriki Deksipp, Evnapiy, Olimpiodor, Malkh, Petr Patritsiy, 

Menandr, Kandid, Nonnos i Feofan Vizantiets, perevedennye s grecheskogo Spiridonom 

Destunisom [Byzantine historians Dexippus, Eunapius, Olympiodorus, Malchus, Peter the 

Patrician, Menander, Candid, Nonnus and Pheophan the Byzantine translated from the 

Greek by Spyridon Destunis]. St. Petersburg, 1860. (In Russian) 

2. Kulakovskiy Yu.A. Istoriya Vizantii. Vol. . (518–602) [History of Byzantium. 

Vol. II: (518–602)]. St. Petersburg, Aleteyya Publ., 1996. (In Russian) 

3. Lyuttvak E.N. Strategiya Vizantiyskoy imperii [Strategy of the Byzantine Empire]. 

Moscow, 2010. (In Russian) 

4. Menander Protector. (I.A. Levinskaya, S.R. Tokhtas'ev). Svod drevneyshikh 

pis'mennykh izvestiy o slavyanakh [Collection of the oldest written information about the 

Slavs]. Vol. I (I–VI vv.). Moscow, 1994, pp. 311–356. (In Russian) 

5. Pigulevskaya N.V. Vizantiya i Iran na rubezhe VI i VII vekov [Byzantium and Iran 

at the turn of the 6th and the 7th centuries]. Moscow, 1946. (In Russian) 

6. Chichurov I.S. K probleme avtorskogo samosoznaniya vizantiyskikh istorikov VI-

IX vv. [To the author’s identity problem of the Byzantine historians of the 6th–9th centu-

ries]. Antichnost' i Vizantiya [Classical Antiquity and Byzantium]. Moscow, 1975. (In Rus-

sian) 

7. Baldwin B. Menander Protector. DOP, 1978. Vol. 32. (In German) 

8. Blockley R.C. The History of Menander the Guardsman. Liverpool, 1985. 

9. Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae. Ed. B.G. Niebuhrii. Pars I.: Dexippi, 

Eunapii, Petri Patricii, Prisci, Malchi, Menandri, Olympiodori, Candidi, Nonnosi et 

Theophanis Historiarum Beliquiae, Procopii et Prisciani Panegyrici. Bonnae, 1829. 

(In Greek) 

10. Cresci L.R. Teoria e prassi nello stile e nella storiografia di Menandro Protettore. 

. Organo dell’Associaziazione de studi tardoantichi. Napoli, 1981. Vol. 5. 

(In Italian) 

11. Excerpta historica iussu imperatoris Constantini Porphyrogeniti confecta. Ed. 

C. de Boor. Berlin, 1903. Vol. 1: Excerpta de legationibus. (In Greek) 

12. Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum. Volumen Qartum. Collegit, disposuit, notis 

et prolegomenis illustravit Carolus Mullerus. Editore Ambrosio Firmin Didot. Parisii, 1851. 

(In Greek) 

13. Golden P. An introduction to the history of the Turkic peoples: ethnogenesis and 

state formation in Medieval and Early Modern Eurasia and the Middle East. Wiesbaden, 

1992.  

14. Historici Graeci Minores. Edidit Ludovicus Dindorfius. Vol. II. Menander Protec-

tor et Agathias. Lipsiae, in aedibus B.G. Teubneri, 1871. (In Greek) 

15. Hunger H. Die hochsprachliche profane Literatur der Byzantiner. Bd. 1–2. Mün-

chen, 1978. (In German) 



          .       ... 893 

 

16. Jorga N. Medaillons d’histoire litteraire byzantine. Byz. 1925. Vol. 2. 

17. Karayannopulos J. Weiss G. Quellenkunde zur Geschichte von Byzans (324-1453). 

Wiesbaden, 1982. (In German) 

18. Krumbacher K. Geschichte der byzantinischen Literatur. München, 1897. 

(In German) 

19. Moravcsik Gy. Byzantinoturcica. Die Byzantinischen Quellen der Geschichte der 

Turkvolker. Bd. 1–2. Berlin, 1958. (In German) 

20. Niebuhr B.G. Praefatio. Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae. Ed. B.G. Nie-

buhrii. Pars I.: Dexippi, Eunapii, Petri Patricii, Prisci, Malchi, Menandri, Olympiodori, 

Candidi, Nonnosi et Theophanis Historiarum Beliquiae, Procopii et Prisciani Panegyrici. 

Bonnae, 1829. (In Greek) 

 

 

About the author: Olesya Zhdanovich – Cand. Sci. (History), postdoctoral researcher, 

Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv (60, Vladimirskaya Str., Kyiv 01033, 

Ukraine). E-mail: olbio@bk.ru 

 

Received September 27, 2016 

Accepted for publication November 25, 2016 

 

 


