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A HERMENEUTICS OF IGNATIAN MYSTIQUE:

CREATION IN CHRIST

Uma hermenêutica da mística inaciana: a criação em Cristo

ABSTRACT: It has become commonplace among scholars of Ignatian mysticism 

-
separable from the idea of creation in Christ, and that the neglect of Christology 

-
tive and interpretative investigation based on a bibliographic study that is divided 
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RESUMO: Tornou-se lugar comum entre os estudiosos da mística inaciana 

-
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Introduction

Some people have been trying since several years to establish a rela-

My aim is to emphasize that, for Ignatian mysticism, this creation is 

the Christian tradition and the Ignatian mysticism, since it is founded 

1 Some Preambles

PALAVRAS CHAVES: 
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refer to Ignatius

us back to a story narrated by another Jesuit, the Portuguese father Antônio 

of Ignatius of Loyola is in the one portrayed by himself in the Spiritual 

1

Ignatius commissioned him to promulgate the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus by the 

2

“to consider how 
God works and labors for me in all creatures upon the face of the earth, that is, He conducts Himself 

being, conserves them, confers life and sensation etc”
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-

A con
-

, it is 

the reader that, by assuming the theme of creation as the guiding thread 

I do not intend to turn Ignatius of Loyola into an ecologist or to make 

-

In any case, it is important to remember that the creation in Ignatian 

-

3
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both grounded in the Christian faith

-

Jesus and ours, can reduce the theology of Creation to a metaphysical 

2 The “pre-text” of the Exercises’ text: traces of a Tradition

-

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth”

-
-

profession of faith (I believe in God the Father ... I believe in Jesus Christ ... I 
believe in the Holy Spirit

4

5 L’analyse 
du langage Théologique. Le nom de Dieu

Lumière et Vie
La foi chrétienne. Essais sur la structure du symbole des Apôtres Paris: Éditions 

6 

Symbole et Sacrement. Une relecture sacramentelle de l’existence chrétienne
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ce is situated in this unitary perspective of the Chris-

-

“Imagine Christ our Lord present before you upon 
the cross, and begin to speak with him, asking how it is that though He is the 
Creator, He has stooped to become man, and to pass from eternal life to death 
here in time, that thus He might die for our sins”

the use of the verbs to imagine and to see is fundamental because it refers 

understand that saying “I believe in Jesus Christ ...” is to confess that the 

-

being pulled from Mount Olivete  by the guards, Ignatius is taken back 

being reappointed, Ignatius claims to have received from “Our Lord great 

vision and the impossibility of staying in Jerusalem give to Ignatius of 

-
sion of faith “I believe in Jesus Christ

periencing the joy of the Risen Christ 

The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius
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-

believing in Jesus Christ, adhering to His person, is no longer evident or 
fundamental in our contemporary secularized society

the life of Christ Our Lord, proposed by Saint Ignatius, in the appropria-
tion of a moral conduct that, strictly speaking, can be replaced by another 

3 The textualization of a mystical experience

a fundamental role in the life of Ignatius as he himself narrates it in an 

the Castle of Loyola:

-

Ser cristão na era neopagã -
“30 giorni 

nella Chiesa e nel mondo”
A Secular Age
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ecological sensibility, that is, the contemplation of nature led Ignatius to 

Ignatius found in the contemplation of the mysteries of the life of Jesus 

-
ter understood from the desire for a search for guidance, for a reference 

This desire for orientation or direction is summed up in the objective of 
“the conquest of self and the regulation of one’s 

-
-graphy” means the possibility of life guidance based on the marks, on 

-
res, and mystagogy, in turn, becomes the meaning of these divine marks 
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4 The Contemplation of the Creator’s Life

The hist -
turies reveals the emergence of several trends regarding the interpretation 

-

-

-

presented by the French philosopher Paul Ricoeur regarding the interpretation 

From this observation or considering this double danger, it is important to 
remember that in Ignatian mysticism the horizon of the life of Jesus Christ 

the case of Christian life, as Saint Paul says to 
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Adam: “To recapitulate that day in Himself, the Lord then comes to his Passion 
on the eve of the Sabbath, which is the sixth day of creation, in which man was 
modeled, thus granting to man through his Passion the second model made from 
death” 

-

-

of the so-called Devotio moderna

 For some theologians, Ignatius is heir to the patristic conception of creation in Christ, 

Manresa — Espiritualidad Ignaciana, Madrid

La mistagogía de los Ejercícios

-
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  It is in this desire to 
see Jesus that Ignatian contemplations are inscribed over the course of three 

-

the mysteries of the life of Christ our Lord a horizon of conformity from 

, and, 

-

Christian faith and Ignatian mysticism, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete or 
the Consoling, is also the protagonist to

-

-

brings exercises
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Conclusion

-

-

recreated, by the movement or passage from one horizon to another, from 

that must be the principle and foundation of the Christian identity, the 
-

Abbreviations

Gaudium et spes
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