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SPACE ANGELS: ANGELOLOGY IN C. S. LEWIS’S COSMIC 

TRILOGY

Anjos do espaço: angelologia na trilogia cósmica de C. S. Lewis
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sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

Heb 1,14 *

Carlos Ribeiro Caldas Filho **

ABSTRACT: The 

his remarkable “Cosmic Trilogy”: Beyond the Silent Planet, Perelandra, and That Hid-
eous Strength

Ethiopian Enoch 
(or the Book of Enoch or First Enoch

 
-

KEYWORDS: 

RESUMO: -

de 

* Unless another version of the Bible is mentioned, all the biblical references in this article 
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Introduction 

T
-

his books have been translated into dozens of languages and are still being 
-

-

Out of the 
Silent Planet, Perelandra, and That Hideous Strength

Angelogia in the Bible – A Synthesis 

-
sis -
gelology is not a great theme in Christian theology, in spite of so many 

-
-se a assim chamada “Trilogia Cósmica”: Além do planeta silencioso, Perelandra e Aquela 
fortaleza medonha.
tantos, a angelologia - o estudo sistematizado dos seres celestiais conhecidos como 

utilizou para construir sua angeologia, literatura judaica antiga, representada por 
Enoque Etíope (ou Livro de Enoque ou 1Enoque)

PALAVRAS-CHAVE: 
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references 
fact,
systematic theologies because of a conscious or unconscious rationalistic 

If this is a problem to modern man (and perhaps to postmodern man too) 
, 

Middle Eastern, Sub-Saharan Africa, or Indian Subcontinent, or of the 

about the invisibilia et visibilia1

considered this theme in his theological construction, it is reasonable to 

angel angelus3

Ángelos 

 The Vulgate uses angelus to refer to heavenly messengers, and nuntius
nuncio
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  malach, “messenger” , in the sense 

up 
considerable space not only in Judeo-Christian tradition, but in Islam also

of heavenly messengers because the focus is on the message, not on the 

good or evil, does not mean a belief in either as they are represented in art 

 

 From malach comes malachi

if malachi

right one, the identity of the malach
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girlish, and consolatory angels of nineteenth century art, shapes so feminine 
that they avoid being voluptuous only by their total insipidity— the frigid 
houris

, 

from a metaphysical dimension is through comparisons and suggestions 

besides the angel  it makes reference to the seraf (
is seraphim cherub (
form is cherubim 
the sar hamalachim ( ), literally “prince (or ”chief”) of angels,” 
translated sometimes as archangel (from the Latin archangelus

 
 

There is also a reference to the mysterious angel of the face, , 
malach hapanim, the angel of the presence

to 

phrasing of such verses:
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Versão da Bíblia Ex 33.14 Is 63.9

American Standard And he said, My presence 

Version shall go with thee, and 

his presence saved them

Complete Jewish Bible 

21st Century King James

Version

 

The Message 

Easy-To-Read Version 

Good News Translation 

  saved them

Geneva Bible (1599) 

 presence shall go with thee, troubled, and the Angel of

Revised Standard 

Version 

New Living Translation 
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These several translations of the Bible seem to indicate an angel that 

name Metatron, and there is no consensus if there is one kind of “angel of 
the face” and Metatron is the main one, or if Metatron is the only angel 

-
-Obrempong adds: “Paul mentions an angelical hierarchy that includes 

-

Based on several statements regarding the nature of angels and the use Paul 
makes of the terms “principalities”, “authorities”, “thrones”, “dominions” and 

 

separate entities, and united them as seraphim, cherubim, archangels and 

adopted a similar scheme in his full and pervasive discussion, but his focus 

primarily 
demonstration (Summa contra Gentiles, ; Summa Theologica,

Having presented this brief summary of the theme of angels in the Bible 

New International The LORD replied, “My In all their distress he too

Version  

  angel of his presence saved

  them

Orthodox Jewish Bible 

New English Translation And the LORD said, “My Through all that they 

  his very presence
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legendarium, 
The Silmarillion, The Hobbit and the 

trilogy The Lord of the Rings
the Sword and Sorcery 

Kull, The Conqueror 
Conan, the Barbarian

Frankenstein or the Modern 
Prometheus Frankenstein

Dracula, by the Irish author Bram 
 

of this genre

It is a consensus among literary critics that That Hideous Strength (from 

informs us that “
Amazing Stories

hard
-

The ideal reader of c technical 

 
 

 For more details from the perspective of literary theory about fantasy literature, its subdi-
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Such description is important for the purposes of this article, because it 

transversal literature, communication channel that interconnects 
 

hard 
and

Out of the 
Silent Planet,

 on science 

estate
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impossible—or things so immensely improbable that they have, imaginatively, 

hard and 
 science 

huge backcloth he then proceeds to develop an ordinary lovestory, spy story, 

space opera to name a particular kind 

more recently, the Star Wars
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a 

 only 

 Middle 

Lewis’s cosmic trilogy – Synthesis of the plot 

Union and the United States Will We Lose 
God in Outer Space? 

Will We Lose God in Outer 
Space? 

Out of the Silent Planetas a 
cosmic voyage, Perelandra as an Edenic fantasy and That Hideous Strength as a 

space rocket Sputnik, 
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that all the planets in the Field of Arbol (our solar system) are submissive 
to Maleldil, the creator and sustainer of all things and of all realities, both 

Oyaresu, that 
in turn command the eldila, and all other creatures

are stronger than the Malacandrians, they have the right to subjugate, and 

The narrative of Perelandra 

-

Modern rationalist mind rejects myth, but perhaps its language is more 

-

Finally, in That Hideous Strength -

more details see, inter alia
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Ransom enters the scene just in the second half of the narrative, and the 

one, the story of Jane and Mark, a young married couple living a deep 

has been for more than one thousand years in a state of suspended 
one 
r at 

any cost, but at the same time in fear of the things he sees there and one 

Oyaresu

Angelology in the cosmic trilogy 

Perelandra uses the literary device to insert himself into the 
narrative
learns from Ransom that there is much more life in space than he ever 

sky, 
but as Deep Heaven. heaven can be understood as “sky”, meaning 

In Out of the Silent Planet,
heavenis 

his thinking for years had lurked the dismal fancy of the black, cold vacuity, 
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space 

 

Hlab-Eribol-ef-Cordi, LEWIS, 
) 

called Viritrilbia (Mercury), Perelandra (Venus), Thulcandra (Earth), Sulva 
Malacandra (Mars), Glundandra (Jupiter), Lurga (Saturn) 

andNeruval (Uranus)  

called Oyarsa Oyarsaof Malacandra, the Oyarsa of Perelandra, 
Oyarsais the name of the planet, and 

vice-versa: Malacandra is the Oyarsa of Malacandra, Perelandra is the Oyarsa 
of Perelandra

hross, nor one of the séroni  

Using the aforementioned literary device to put himself into the narrative, 
Oyarsa: 

 

 Hross and séroni
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through the heavens, and an Oyarses seems to be the “intelligence” or tutelary 

 

of the name Oyarsa (Latinized as oyarses) in Bernardus Silvestris is not 

In each planet there are the eldila (plural form of eldil), invisible, intangible 
 

eldila, 
the “space angels”: 

 

they appear on planets and may even seem to our senses to be sometimes 
resident in them, the precise spatial location of an eldil at any moment presents 

The Bent One

hnau, that 
is, living sentient beings: the hrossa, the sorns (séroni plural form) and the 

 
perspective:
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and that is 
 you can 

 

of the séroni
The dialogue is too long, but it is important to reproduce it in order to 

Ransom tried to give the sorn some idea of the terrestrial terminology 
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 you see that if you made it faster and faster, in 

 the last 

 seems to him thinner, and harder 

recurrent human tradition of bright, elusive people sometimes appearing 
on the Earth - alns, devas and the like  
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The Discarded Image, published 
 

and Renaissance literature

can say that in The Discarded Image 

The Discarded Image that, although long, is important 

In the Middle Ages four books (The Celestial Hierarchies, The Ecclesiastical Hie-
rarchies, The Divine Names and the Mystical Theology

Celestial Hierarchies

angels to be pure minds (mentes
represented as corporeal pro captu nostro

so authoritative, may be taken as proof that educated people in the Middle 

-
nullius 

interiectu

sonmour

describing such dance in praise to Maleldil, the Criador, Sustentador amd Redeemer of the 

somnour
summoner
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(Potestates, Potentates

Princedoms are the guardians and patrons of nations, so that Theology names 

They are indeed the only superhuman beings that do so, for pseudo-Dionysius 

illustratio

The spirit of this scheme, though not every detail, is strongly present in the 

-

are too much like the gods of Homer and Virgil, and (for that very reason) 

 
eldila and the Oyaresu are 

 
their plural forms: eldila, plural form of eldil, Oyaresu, plural form of Oyarsa
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intelligent creatures and humans they contacted in outer space (LEWIS, 

Pseudo-Dionysius that there are angels in charge of supervising the stars 
The Book of the Secrets 

of Enoch  the angelic supervising activity of the stars by the angels is 

They brought to me the elders and the rulers of the stellar orders, and they 

Such model of “operation” of the cosmos having planets and stars ruled 

 

Conclusion

The Problem of Pain Miracles (LEWIS, 

Miracles) 

(The Problem of Pain

apologist of Christian faith, using too much and many times the language 

 ac-

For more details see, inter alia

spiritual autobiography: Surprised by Joy 
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he used a literature of fantasy and, as it is in the cosmic trilogy, science 

literary criticism, because it is neither hard  
to his consciousness of the limitation of human rationality to grasp 

by the aforementioned rationalistic theology of his day: angels, heavenly 
 of 

In the cosmic trilogy there is plethora of themes that can be analyzed 

and

values or any scruple
 

The Great Divorce The 
Divine Comedy

The Abolition of Man -

The Magician’s Nephew, one of The Chronicles of 
Narnia 
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