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Abstract 

Bodo literature is a developing literature after the Assamese literature in Assam. Monoranjan 

Lahary is a popular and prominent writer. In the mentioned topic, it will be criticized concerning 

some economic earning methods and systems inherently followed by the Bodos, portrayed by 

Monoranjan Lahary in his novels. He has used different kind of original habits of the Bodos, which 

are not alike to the contemporary dwellers of Assam. In his novel, he reflects the genuine technique 

or habits of the Bodo people to earn the money. He uses concrete idea in his novels having used 

the genuine picture. The readers can enjoy and earn knowledge so much, as they have required 

from the novel of Lahary, about the Bodos. The works and the habits always influenced to other 

communities to follow the same. This paper attempts to show the nature of living of the Bodos, 

that the Bodos do physical hard labor, where there was no impact of modernism. In the discussion, 

the dialogues and the quotations are given in the same language i.e. Bodo, as used in the novels by 

the novelist Monoranjan Lahary. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Monoranjan Lahary (1936-2008) is a famous novelist in Bodo literature of Assam. The worth of 

his literary contribution is incomparable to other novelist of the Bodo literature. He contributed in 

different fields of literature like poem, prose, short-story, novel, drama, criticism etc. He created 

nine novels in his carrier of literature, and a novel is translated in Bodo language from English. 

These novels are - 1. Kharlung (1976) 2. Hayna Muli (1985) 3. Dogri (1996) 4. Omnath Somnath 

(1998), Mythological novel 5. Rebeka (1999) 6. Alaishri (2003) 7. Dainee? (2005) 8. Jom (2006) 

9. Fami (2008). Besides these, he has translated the novel “Don Quixote (1605) by Minguel de 
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Cervantes”. The topic will be brought, about the living techniques as well as earning habits of the 

Bodos, which are arisen in the four novels i.e. Kharlung, Hayna Muli, Alaishri, and Dainee?.     

 
2. Review of Literature 

 

A few number of studies on this subject related are found e.g. Chainary Swarna Prabha, Boro 

Solomani Bijirnay (2009); Chainary Swarna Prabha, Journal of the Department of Bodo (2009-

10); Brahma Anil Kumar, Boro Thunlai Bijirnay (2011); Boro Anil, Boro Thunlaini Mohor Arw 

Musri (2008); Narzary Chinan, Soloma Arw Boro Soloma (2010). In spite of those works, the 

discussion is highly demanded by the readers. So, the proposed topic is brought in the conversation 

where the topic will be like a bond paper regarding the Bodos’ original picture.  

 
3. Methodology 

     

For the study, data are collected from both primary and secondary sources. Primary data are 

collected by reading origin copies of novel, and taking personal interviews as well. The proposed 

novels are 1. Kharlung (1976), 2. Hayna Muli (1985), 3. Alaishri (2003), 4. Dainee? (2005); these 

four novels are brought directly in the confinement of the study. Secondary data and information 

are collected from different libraries’ books, journals, e-books and websites etc. 

 
4. Brief Discussion 

     

Since the beginning of history period, people tried to earn individual wealth. In that time, the land 

of crops, and the eatable available goods were known as wealth, by the general people. Besides 

the land, the wealth were known as the different kind of enumerable harvesting crops like rice, 

jute, maize, sesame, mastered, wheat, potato, tomato, onion, cabbage, cauliflower, kohlrabi, 

brinjal, cucumber, pumpkin, bitter gourd, lady’s finger, ridge gourd, pea, long bean, areca-nut, 

areca-leaf, lemon, orange, banana, coconut, pineapple, mango, litchi etc. All these kind of crops 

were the main property of a people in ancient time, if these are available at home. In that period, 

there was no money exchange system which system is called barter system. But later, it was 

upgraded into the coin exchange method and gradually, it was improved to the money exchange 

system. To run the business affairs, the barter systems were become obstacle. So, to get the 

property, people were exercised the popular method i.e. yielding crops. The people harvested the 

above mentioned crops, and they kept it into the granary for future use. The earliest method of 

earning property i.e. harvesting crops, still it is utilized by the people. In present, the system knows 

as traditional system of harvest. The majority of Bodo people tranquility depends on cultivation 

since the historian age. Hence, the novelist rightly has brought the different yielding scenarios to 

earn the wealth. “थेवबो बबखौ सोनापफाबसिं खारबसउ खारस्लिउ थािंनाइ नुनानै सेनाया सानो- बिनै बिररबन बफसाया माबा 
जाबाय। बबबन िोसोयाव बिनै माबा बबर बबर खालामिोिं; नङाब्ला िचे हालेवनानै मानो हाल होिारनो?”1. In the mentioned 

context expresses, that Ransrem's son, Gohel started to till for the purpose of plant the paddy crops. 

Gohel is followed the tilling duty from his father, it is the tradition. The main purpose of the tilling 

has related to yield the paddy crops. This is the main source of earn to manage the family. “नािंिाल, 
कडाल, जुिंिाल, मो, हाबसबन, लाओबि, बलि, आरो हालुवा। स्वान-ह’र हाल। िैलािं आरो मेसें हाल। खोबथया फो, खोबथया फु 

 
1. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-2 
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आरो िाइ। बबफाङा िेटनानै बफथाइ थायो। माइया मोनब्ला हा। न’आव लाबो। मारा हो, बाबियाव बथसान।”2. Here the 

novelist demonstrates every day and night, and every summer and winter, the poor villagers bring 

the imagination regarding the various kinds of crop to manage the family. This is the traditional 

work and the gaining source of the community as well. “बथबाउ, खरिे, जा-आलेमोना िाव िावबन 

हालेवनाइआव मुकुब। खनश्री, बबबारी बनबारीमोनाबो खाबसया िाइनो खोबथया फुिाबसनो ििं। खाइचेबा आबलपास िानिोिं, 
खाइचेबा बड़होिोिं, खाइचे सामार होिोिं आरो खाइचेबा जामफाइ फोसाबिाबसनो ििं।”3. Here MR Lahary reveals 

regarding the business attentively, in the paddy field both the gens and ladies as a whole in different 

types of works. “िोब्लाबन िाहोना िालाया खाबथयाव हालेविाबसनो ििंमोन।”4. Here, again novelist mentions that 

Gobla also tilling in the paddy field. It means every villager relates oneself with the task of 

producing work of crops. Frequently, Lahary has brought different kinds of business in the works 

of paddy field, because the work is the main economic earning source of the villagers, basically, 

for the Bodo people. “खोलाहा बथङै बािारुबन बफसाजो बनबारी आरो साइनीमोना खोबथया फुिाबसनो ििंमोन।”5. Here 

the novelist exposes about unearth the seedling of paddy by the females. They are Nibari and Saini 

both are daughters of Badaru. Besides the Bodo girl, we cannot visualize such kind of lady guys, 

that hard working in the paddy field. “দিনৈ ৩/৪ দিঘা হুখ ৌ গাইখ ািখগাৈ। দিলাাংখেমাদৈ স্ৱাৈি াং-অ া দমদিয়া 

যাখে মমহৈত  ালামগ্ৰা মাওগ্ৰাখ াৰদৈ   েীদৈ দিৈ। মাওখগাৈ,  াখগাৈ আখৰা মলাাংখগাৈ। মিহাখ ৌ িাজ ম 

মমাৈখহাখগাৈ।”6. In the context mentions about Gorgoram's busy life and interested in earning task. 

Here portrays regarding the plough and plantation for the paddy crops, and also added that 

Gorgoram will finish the work of paddy crops in that day for the session, it will happen accompany 

with the maids and servants. After that day, they will get a few relaxations from the heavy work 

for the few days. Lahary precisely establishes that the primitive living process of the Bodo 

community is cultivation. Still it is going on among the Bodos. It is the basic primary source of 

earning. The majority of Bodo families confine with yielding different kind of crops. They get 

nothing the contribution of science in their working field, though it has called the age of science. 

So, still they cannot develop economically. Therefore, now a days, some educated and intelligent 

people have taken other sources to earn the money, besides the yielding crops.          

 
The Bodo people had denied the government services in ancient period. They had no any scarcity 

of goods to run their family. As the time has passed, every kind of living system of people has 

changed through the contribution of science. But who are not able to take any scope of the 

contribution of science and its utilization as well. In present, they are going to be poor to poorer in 

their individual life. Now every moment people have to busy in earning task, they have little time 

to spare. So, struggle, and competition are become very tough as compared to the preceding days. 

That is why, the Bodos also have taken the way to do the government services as a source of 

earning, but it is not the traditional system of earning of the Bodo community. Hence, in fact, 

Lahary have brought different characters in the novels concerning the government jobholders. 

“िहेलया विालिुरी ब्लक डेभेलापमेन्ट अबफसआव चाबि मोन्नाइआ अ’खाफोर िानसेसो जानोसै। एल, बड, एबससटेन्ट: केरानी। 

िानयाव 200 oblique । 250 श रािं बेतन। अबफसारजोिं बबबिरामबन बफफा मालबसिं बाबुहा खाबतर ििं होन्नानै िहेलयाबो चबिफौ 
थाप मोनो। नङाब्ला बे चाबिबन थाकाय 500 श िरखास्त ििंमोन। बे चाबिबन थाखाय िहेलया लोिो बबबिराम आरो बबबन बफफा 

 
2. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-14  
3. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-16 
4. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-16 
5. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-17 
6. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, P-8 
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मालबसिं बड़ोखौ हाजारबार साबाइख’र होयो।"7. Malsing Boro is the father of Bistiram, and he is the friend 

of Gohel. Malsing Boro has close relation to Block Development officer of Udalguri district. 

Hence, he could manage an LDA service for Gohel. Anyway, it must consider that he served the 

LDA job to economic earn for his life. The job had economically helped him in his personal life. 

“साकेल अबफसारा सेंग्रा। बेचेलर। बबबो बबमाइनो बेराइिुपग्रा थारलाय। अबफबसयेल बडउबट एबा बफल्ड वाकक  लानानै बबयो नेफाबन 

नाइथाव थाव जायिायाव िहेलखौ िैबििंबायासै। बबबबिनो िहेला लोिोजोिं अखाफोर िानचेसो थायासै।”8. Here the novelist 

mentions about the government job. A friend of Gohel, he has been serving in the post of Circle 

Officer in Pachighat, Arunachal, (NEFA), since long time that Gohel had known to him. “पुराना 

बततािुरर िामीबन िमीबोराइया सायारामानो। बबबननो फिं बाय बमबहर। बि, बस, अबफसबन केरानी। बबबस सरला, बफसाजो बिबब 
आलाइबि आरो बफसाजो ि’िाय रेबतीखौ लानानै बबबन थेलेब लेब सिंसार।”9. Here the novelist portrays about the 

identification of Mihir's family. Mihir has four family members. They are— Mihir, wife Sorola, 

elder daughter Alaisri, and younger daughter Reboti. The main earning source of the family is the 

LDA government service in DC office. Mihir did the service and maintained the whole expenditure 

of the family cost with own salary. "बनबजराबन बबमाइ जयराज। बबबन थेलेब लेब सिंसार। बफसाज्ला सासेल’। िाखाबल 

हाबा जाबाय। िुबि न’आ िाबमआव। बबिा फिं बाय िुबुन जानानै बबयो रामफलबबलआवनो न’ लुिोिं। रामफलबबल हाइयार सेकेन्दारर 

फरायसाबलबन हाइ सु्कल सेकसनबन गे्रजुयेट मास्टार। िुमाकवबन फिं बायफोरबन मािाव जयराजआ िुइबसन।"10. Joyraj is a 

younger brother of Durmaw. He is a government service holder. He is a graduate teacher of a 

higher secondary school. Therefore, it is clear that at present, every people like to get government 

job. Presently, doing the government job is also an ambition of Bodo people to economic earn.  

The government jobholders are mentioned by the novelist as following persons.  

     

They are Gohel in BDO Office of Udalguri district; Gohel's friend, Circle Officer in Pachighat 

(NEFA). They take the role as the government service holders to gain in their life, as occupied in 

the Kharlung. Mihir is an LDA in DC Office of the Kokrajhar district; Anda's son is a peon in an 

irrigation office; a school teacher of Titaguri in Kokrajhar district; are mentioned as the 

government service holders in Alaisri. Joyraj is a graduate teacher of higher secondary school, has 

portrait in Dainee?. These characters expose as the government service holders by the novelist. 

Generally, the service holders become economically sound as compared to the cultivators. It is 

seen by the laypeople in practical society. So, the novelist tries it, to show the real instance as the 

economic picture of the Bodos, though it was not the traditional economic earning source of them.  

     

An essential economic earning source and scope of the Bodo community, which is called, bonded 

labor. It has been prevailing since their antecedent. The bonded labors may be male or female i.e. 

servant and maid. A one kind traditional and current economic gaining process is the bonded labor, 

among the Bodo people, for the poor family. This is real and practical occurrence in the Assamese 

society. Until today, some servants are trying to earn money, for the purpose of the family, to make 

economic sound. “िालाबन खोिाया इचे िालाला। मुकुब हाबा मावनानै िावखौनो बावब्ला बबयो िालालाबसन जायो। िाहोना 

थाबाइग्रा बबयो। बबमा बफफाबन न’आव िाबो जुिामी थाफेरनो मोनाखै। बे िाबम बैइ िामी िाहोना थाबाइबायैनो सेंग्रासाबनफ्राइ 

सेंग्रा जाबाय।”11. In this context, says about the servant, which is called bonded labor in English. Gala's 

 
7. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-55  
8. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-106 
9. Lahary Monoranjan, Alaisri, Onsumoi Library, R.N.B. Road, Kokrajhar, Assam, 2nd Edition, August-2010, No.-3, 

P-20 
10. Lahary Monoranjan, Dainee?, Prodeep Kumar Bhawmick, Onsumoi Laibrary, Kokrajhar, BTC, Assam, 2nd  

Edition, 2009, No.-4, P-49  
11. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-17  

http://www.granthaalayah.com/


[Baro *, Vol.7 (Iss.9): September 2019]                                                  ISSN- 2350-0530(O), ISSN- 2394-3629(P)  

                                                                                                                                        DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.3464390 

Http://www.granthaalayah.com  ©International Journal of Research - GRANTHAALAYAH [96] 

 

parent sent him to the rich families to serve as a servant for the purpose of economic gain because 

their family was very poor. “িাখহাৈা সািাম আখৰা মমাখ ৌ লাও াৰখিৌ লাৈানৈ োনৈ। মিদৈ স্ৱায়াও সা া-সানৈ 

িাই িাহাগী হৰিম িান খয়া।”12. There are three servants and a cowherd that Gorgoram has kept in his 

family to do his domestic works. In another circumstance, MR Lahary mentions again— “-মেৈেলা 

মৈাাংদৈ দে  ঙা দিৈখিাখিা। হৰ মিৌিায়। ম াাংিাউ, ৰাখগা, দিিাউ। মৈাাংখোৰখিা িাখিা উৈি আন ? গাখিাৈ ৈাাংগাল-

 াাংখ্ৰাখ ৌ িাউিায় মৈাাংখোৰ? িাউ ্লা মগখেৰৈায় দেগাাং দে াৰৈাাংখগৌ। মাহাখ াৈদৈ ৰাওখ ৌ ম াৈাৈানৈ মেৈেলায়া 

দে  াংখ ৌ মিাখৈা। ম াাংিাউ, ৰাখগা, দিিাউ িাখহাৈাখমাৈা উৈি খৈা দিখোৈা ি দিশ্ৰাখঙা। মেৈেলায়া িৰ া গাংনৈখ ৌ মখ্ৰ 

 াাংখিখয়া।”13. Here mentions that three young boys serve as the bonded labors in the family of 

Gorgoram. They are Jwngbaw, Rago and Thibaw. Besides them, Sensola is also a cowherd of the 

family. They are actively doing in the different kinds of work, of the household and they earn 

money in the end of the year. This was the major work to earn the money in ancient age, among 

the Bodo community. “बोसोरफ्रोमबो बसिािं बसिािं बोसोरसेबन तलबखौ लाग्रोनायखाय िाहोना िमासुयाबो बोसोरथामसो 

बान्दा जानानै ििं।”14. Another expression can be mentioned for the same instance. “बबयो बसिािं बसिािं िमासुखौ 

िािबि होबाय— 

     
--“'िाहोना जानानै नोिंहा एफाग्राफ बहम्मत ििं बबखौ हेफाजाब होनो? िानो ओिंखारलािं माबार।'' िमासुआ िाहाइयाव 

ओिंखारलािंबाय।”15. In the contexts, Domasu is serving as a bonded labor in the family of Badol. Badol 

is a rich person of the New Titaguri village of Kokrajhar. He kept so many persons to do the 

domestic works. Domasu accepted his physical labor or the bonded labor working is the earning 

single scope of his life. “बफसाज्लाया िाबमआवनो लाउिा मुिंबन सासे माहाजोननाव िाहोना थािोिं। बबबो िा हर हराव 

न’आव उन्िुहैग्रा जाबाय माहाजोननाव ओिंखाम जानानै।”16. Durmaw's son, named Orong has served into the 

family of Lawga as a bonded labor. “नोिंबन लेखा-फरा खरसा जोथायनाइयाओ आिंहा िेनाया बु्िं बु्िं जाबाय। नोिंबन थाखाय 

नोिंनानाउवा माहाजोननाउ वान्दी बोहैनािंबाय।”17. In the mentioned context, sister of Gohel, named Fenthep 

has to do as a bonded labor to a rich family to fill up the economic crisis of the family. “न’मा न’आव 

रूवाटीफोर आरो अरिाबन बफसाजो चानै उन्िुयो। रूवाटी चानैबन मािाव चाचेया फेनथेप आरो चाचेया अिंशी। अिंशीया िामीबन। 

बफसाय िारजानाय। सािंगे्रसा। बोइसोया बबना थामबजबन बारबाय।”18. Here mentions that both Fenthep and Ongsi 

have been working as a bonded labor in the family of Orga, in the village Chakoma. “দিখ াৰাও 

ৰূৱািীফ্ৰা িাখিা  াাংখ্ৰাাং-  াং ৰ্াং ি ৰদে লঠা েুগাদেখৈা িাং। ৰূৱািী সািামব্লাখিা স্ৱাৈ-হ’ৰ হািায়াখৈা ম ািা ম ািা।”19. 

In the context, mentions regarding the some house cleaners. They always work in the other family 

of other rich persons for the purpose of economic earning. “ম ওৱাৰী আখৰা িািািী ৰৱািীখমাৈা মা 

লাাং াআওখৈা মগালাাংিায়। দিখোৰ  ায়গাআৱও িা ৰৱািী মগািাৈ সানৈ িান িায়। দিখোৰ  াখিাাং আখলাং আখৰা 

দিলা। ৈাদৈআখলা মমখেঙাওখিা িািাওখৈা মহাৈৈানৈ িাদ ৈিায়।”20. Here, states that two maids have gone 

out from Gorgoram's home and another two maids have come to serve as the bonded labor. The 

two new comers are Aleng and Bila. “बािल माहाजोनहा रुवाथी सानै ििं, िाहोना सासे ििं। रुवाथी सासेबन मुङा िावजें 
 

12. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2,  P-2 
13. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-11 
13. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, P-4 
14. Lahary Monoranjan, Alaisri, Onsumoi Library, R.N.B. Road, Kokrajhar, Assam, 2nd Edition, August-2010, No.-3, 

P-175  
15. Lahary Monoranjan, Alaisri, Onsumoi Library, R.N.B. Road, Kokrajhar, Assam, 2nd Edition, August-2010, No.-3, 

P-190  
16. Lahary Monoranjan, Dainee?, Prodeep Kumar Bhawmick, Onsumoi Laibrary, Kokrajhar, BTC, Assam, 2nd  

Edition, 2009, No.-4, PP-14, 15  
17. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-11 
18. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-60  
19. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, P-2   
20. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, P-50 
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आरो सासेबन मुङा िबाकबस। िावजेंखौ सासे बनखाउररबनफ्राय उनै्दयावनो बायनानै लािोिंमोन बािलआ। िा बबयो बसख्लासा जाबाय। 

िबाकबसआ बबसमुररबन। बबबन बबफाया बबबन मजुरर बाबि मेसें बोथोरबन थाखाय माहाजोनबनफ्राय रािं अबग्रम लाखािंनाय ििं। बे 

जाहोनयाव िबाकबसया बािल माहाजोनबन बास्लन्द।”21. Here novelist conveys that Badol kept two maids to serve 

in his family. The same meaningful context can bring from the concerned novel. “िरबाबसआ िुजाांखौ 

बिनाइयाव िैया। बबयो रुवाबथसो। माहाजोन सोलायनाइया िाहोना आरो रुवाबथफोरबन आित। जेराव बेतन बुजाक मोनो बेवहायनो 

थाहैयो।”22. They are Gawjeng and Dorbasi. They work with affection of the domestic works in 

Badol's home. Both of them accepted, the labor working is the main profession of them.  

      

They are Gala, Gatham, Rakhep from the Kharlung; Jwngbaw, Rago/Rogen, Thibaw from the 

Hayna Muli; Domasu from the Alaisri; Orong from the Dainee?. Some maids that novelist 

mentions which are attempting to earn money though they are females. They are Fenthep, Ongsi 

from the Kharlung; Dabathi, Nani, Sewbari, Aleng, Bila from the Hayna Muli; Gawjeng, Dorbasi 

from the Alaisri. Though Bodo people were no high and higher education, yet they have fondness 

and courtesies mind. They adore their parents. So they agree to serve to other family as the bonded 

labor though their family economically destructed. Such as, the poor young people traditionally 

tried to earn money since their younger age. Even today, the scenario practically is going on more 

or less in the society. Hence, the novelist prescribed regarding the bonded labor in his novels, 

because it was the major earning scope of the poor people and illiterate person as well, among the 

Bodo people. 

     

Right now, business is essential part of every person, state and nation. Therefore, it touches every 

person in the world. In present age, without commercialization nobody can run smooth life. 

Because people have different kind of needs in each personal life, but nobody can manage it 

oneself though he is a rich person. Therefore, it is said that no one person itself perfect. Hence, 

every person must depend on another one, for something else. Because one person may have a 

particular goods is available, but he may not be so many other needed goods. That is why, every 

individuals exchange the goods among each own, that which goods are able to give other, and 

which goods are able to take from another. This affair becomes only through the media of 

commercialization. Hence, Lahary accurately brings awareness on commercialization with 

relation to the Bodo community. “बबयो भावरािुरी हाटाइयाव मोसौ िाइ माचे आरो लोिोचे िामरा माचे फानहैयासै। 

फान्नानै जा रािं मोनासै बेजोिं बबयो जररमनाखौ होनानै आवाबत सावनानै िामीबन मानबिफोरखौ बशररचे चाहा लोिंहोनानै, 
राइजोफोरबनफ्राइ खेमा लािािंनानै िोसोखौ इचे रेजें खालामनानै लायासै।”23. Such as, Ransrem sold a cow and a 

younger bull into the Bhawraguri market whenever he falls in economic catastrophe. If a person 

gets no way of the earning path, then he tries to sell every kind of property one by one. “माखासे 
सावँताल सेंग्रीफ्रा बबरनाबारीयाव बबरना बोिोतिाबसनो ििंमोन। बबरनाबन ह्वाबसप बानाइनानै बबसोरो ह्वाबसपखौ हाटाइयाव 

फानहैयो।”24. The novelist mentions that some Santali women go to the riverbank to collect some 

stems of the helianthus (Khasi-hagra/खाबस-हाग्रा) to make broom for the purpose of sell it and 

economic earning. They have nothing-perfect knowledge regarding the modern business, but they 

have knowledge about the traditional business. The cited businesses by the novelist are as follows-

-  

 
21. Lahary Monoranjan, Alaisri, Onsumoi Library, R.N.B. Road, Kokrajhar, Assam, 2nd Edition, August-2010, No.-3, 

P-175  
22. Lahary Monoranjan, Alaisri, Onsumoi Library, R.N.B. Road, Kokrajhar, Assam, 2nd Edition, August-2010, No.-3, 

P-238 
23. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-125 
24. Lahary Monoranjan, Kharlung, Bina Library, College Hostel Road, Guwahati -1, 1999, No.-1, P-108 
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The Bodo people have made different kinds of domestic useable tools from bamboo and wood. It 

makes for the purpose of domestic use and for the business purpose as well. The novelist mentions 

here concerning the rice cleaning tools (Sandri/सानबि). Besides this, there are so many tools, which 

are used by the Bodo people. These are Dala/िाला, Sandangga/सानिािंिा, Hukhen/हुखेन; these are 

paddy and rice cleaning tools. Sen/सेन, Khakhi/खास्लख, Khokha/ख’खा, Je/जे, Jekhai/जेखाइ, Folo/फल’; 

these are the hunting weapons of fishes. Nanggwl/नािंिोल, Junggal/जुिंिाल, mwi/मै, Dangkhur/िािंखुर are 

the instruments of yielding crops these are useable in the paddy field. Oual/औवाल, Gahen/िाहेन are 

paddy-crushing machine. The mentioned tools are used for the confinement of the Bodo families. 

Interested and expert person produces these things at own home. In modern age, they are called as 

an art craft. The producer sells it in the market and earns money. Khamflay/खामफ्लाइ, Kharou/खारौ, 

Fakhras/फािास are also produced by the Bodo people, but generally these are not for sale. These 

are only for domestic use. So, they knew that the business can be said as the buying, selling and 

receiving profit from their product. The running transactions were not the first form of business of 

the Bodos, rather selling of owns producing goods is the basic form of traditional business of the 

Bodos. Hence, Lahary has cited concerning the commercialization of the historical bond of the 

Bodos. The Santali people are also be seen, that the collection of helianthus (Khasi-Hagra/खाबस-
हाग्रा) stem to make broom for the purpose of domestic use and sell it as well. So, it can be said the 

traditional business form for them.   

     

Another traditional business among the Bodos have also mentioned by MR Lahary in the novels. 

The poultry, duckling, piglet, calf; and different kids like goat, buffalo etc are the product of them, 

and they nourish them. “লাৰী লাৰী ন্ব’, লাৰী লাৰী িাগাৈিাৰী, গদলনয় গদল মমাখসৌ, িাও, হাাংখসা, পাখৰউ, অমা, 

দেমা, িাখহাৈা-ৰৱািী মযনৰখিা টিম টিম, মযনৰখিা আি াং, মযনৰখিা হাাংখগা-মিাাংখগা। ম ালাহা মিাতালা ন্ব’, মস্ৱাৈাপহা 

সাাংিাাংগ্লা, স্ৱাহা ইদোং, স্ৱাৈ াহা োংগ্ৰা ন্ব’, োংগ্ৰা ন্ব’দৈ ো াদিআও দিখ াৰ, ম ালাহা মেৌৰা আখৰা মেৌৰাদৈ ম ৌলাহা গদল 

গাংনৈ, স্ৱাৈ াআও িাখ্ৰী গাংনৈ আখৰা িাইদিদেৈা ম ৱা, জ ৰাd আখৰা িৈ দিৈগ্ৰা হায়ি  হায়ি  ন্ব’, পাখৰওদৈ িাক্স , 

িাওদৈ মগাগ্ৰা, অমাদৈ মগান্দ্ৰা, মাইহুাং মমাৈিাম আখৰা িাইদি িাইদি— মিখৈা যাখিাাং গগ গৰাম মাহাখ াৈদৈ ন্ব’ম াৰ”25. 

In the context, the novelist brings concerning the huge garden of different kinds of fruit as well as 

trees, surrounding the home of Gorgoram. Besides this, Gorgoram has traditional firms of cow, 

hen, duck, pigeon, pig, etc. Gorgoram earns money from husbandry products i.e. paddy crops and 

the firms of cow, hen, duck, pigeon, pig. Having nourished to full grown-up them, they sell them, 

and earn the money from it. Such kind of economic earning is also a kind of traditional business 

of the Bodos. Through this system, they endeavor to make economic sound for the family.  

     

Someone does not keep relation to any goods or things for business concern. But they only do 

work actively, for other persons. They call broker (Dewani/िेवाबन). They are the intermediary 

between the two families i.e. brides and bridegrooms' families, and they make agreement of a 

marriage task between a pair of young boy and young girl. If the agreement becomes final, then 

he demands money from the both families. The active brokering is the traditional business of the 

Bodos for someone since their precursor. It is going on among the Bodo society till today more or 

less. “—হা, হা, মি ম ৌৰাাংখ ৌ মৈাাংখৈা ি াং ্ৰৈানৈ মহাৈায় দেগাাং ইখে ৰাইখ াdআব্লা মিানৰ যাখৈা  াংিায়? 

তুলসীদিলদৈ মসাখপৈ িাি আ আাংখ ৌ গাওদৈ দ ো ্লাদৈ িা ায় হমগাদেখৈা িাং। মসাংগ্ৰাআ মগ্ৰ  খয়ি। িযাংকআও হািা 

মাওখয়া। মসাংগ্ৰাআ মাহীিাৰ। 

 
25. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, PP-147, 148  
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--মিখৈাখিা আিা মৈাাং লাখিাৈায় ম ৌৰাাং মমা াঙা?”26. Another context can mention here for the same 

purpose. “মসাখমাখদাআও দিখয়া গগ গৰামখ ৌ  াংিাই দলখঙা। এ া এনৈ ঘিকালী  ালাখমা মহাৈৈানৈ দিখ ৌ ‘ াপদসাং 

ঘিক’ ম নঙ  ায়খে গািজিখয়া।  ায়খেিা দিখ ৌ ি খঙা ‘মিওৱাৈী’ ”27. Again, the novelist mentions concerning 

the same reason. “এক এক পাটিগদৈফ্ৰাই লাখয়া ১৫০ ৰাাংদৈফ্ৰাই ৩০০/৩৫০ ৰাাংসীম। মগাে্লা, গামো,  াৈাই 

মলাাংৈায়াখিা িাং ানে। ম ৌনয় মিিনৰ মমাৈ ায়াব্লা দিখয়া দিিাৈ লাৈায় হািাআও মমাখ ামা। মোৰখৈািা ৈাাংখগৌ যাখয়া 

দি ামানি, মোৰখৈািা দিহামখ া, মোৰখৈািা দহৈ াও মগািায়, মোৰখৈািা িালদা, মোৰখৈািা আয়িা, মোৰখৈািা ৰাদী 

আখৰা িাইদিদেৈা। িখিিা িখিিা পাটিগদৈফ্ৰাই লাখয়া অদগ্ৰম।  ামাদৈখ ৌ হাদেল  ালামৈানৈ মহাখৈা হায়াব্লািায় দিখয়া 

ৰায়দগ্ল  াখয়া,  ায়গা  ায়গা ি  াখয়াখিা, মহাখো হৰ াখয়াখিা।”28. In another context, it is also applied for 

the same purpose. “দিখয়া সম্পদিদৈ মলাভ দিদিৈানৈ িাখিৈখ ৌ মগা গা িাখহাখিাাং আখৰা গাওদৈ ঘিকদগদৰ দ ে 

ম  দৰখ ৌ প ৰািখম আিায়  ালামৈানৈ উনি েু  াংখিাাং িাইদি িাইদি।”29. In the mentioned contexts state about 

Japsing broker (dewani/िेवाबन). He tried to link between a bridegroom and a bride to arrange 

marriage ceremony. The bridegroom will be Sopen's son and the bride will be Gorgoram's 

daughter. It is Japsing's interested work and gainful task as well. So, the novelist often has 

appropriately portrayed in his novel. Every learned people accept it, as a traditional activity of the 

Bodos. Thus, the actual incidents have entered in Lahary’s artistic creation.  

     

The herbal medicine component and selling it are also the traditional business of a few Bodo 

people. Along with this task, the medicine composer treats the patients; consequently the medicine 

composer also sells it and earns money. “দিিায়   সমাও মিওশ্ৰী, গগ গৰাম আখৰা মাৈাসী-সািামখিা ও াখ ৌ 

দগ্ৰd মিাং ৈৈানৈ মসওৱা লািায়। গগ গৰামআ ও াখৈা ১০১ ৰাাং যাদেিায়।”30. Here says about Thopsa conjuror. 

He earned the economic profit through his practices of chanting mantras and selling herbal 

medicine. He sold it to the patients when it is required. The people accept the conjuror as doctor. 

Udli, Thembra, Anda were done such kind of works. They accepted such exertion is the basic 

business of life. This was the traditional trade of the Bodo people since their ancestor. 

     

A few Bodo people had followed the corruption business from different community people. 

Inherently they had no such kind of feelings in their mind. But as the different communities' people 

had often done the corrupted business; hence, they also learned the corrupted business i.e. they sell 

the log by cutting tree from the forest. “नुयाखै नोिं माबोरै िुइ नम्बरी ििंफािं बसखाउयै टर ाकबक टर ाक बेंिल, बबहार, 
उत्तरप्रिेसयाव साप्लाय खालामनानै नोिंखौ आिं हरजोिं हर ि’रपबत खालामिोिं।”31. Badol's manager Thefen has said 

the dialogue before Badol. He says that he helps Badol in his business and his smuggling act as 

well. The novelist has brought the same substance to identify the character of Badol. “बािलआ फुिं बन 

बे्कफास्ट जानानै टर ाक ििंनैखौबो लानानै कसुिाव बथङै थािंबाय। बबयो लोिोसे लािंफािोिं थेफेनखौ। ििंफािं िानहोनाय, लि लबििं 
खालामनाय आर बाङाली, बबहारी बथकािारफोरनो बिरामपुर, ज’राइबसम िैथायहैनाय खामाबनया थेफेन नङाब्ला जाया। 

िुइनम्बरी फालािंबियाव थेफेनयानो बािलबन आििा आखाय। फैबफननो हरनैसो जािोन होननानै बािलआ बबहामजो बिबबखौ 

बुिंलािंिोिं।”32. Here expresses that Badol has gone towards the village Kosugaon having breakfast by a 

 
26. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, P-20 
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28. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, PP-138, 19 
29. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, PP-165, 166 
30. Lahary Monoranjan, Hayna Muli, Bina Library, Kokrajhar, Gauwahati, Assam, 1985, No.-2, P-131  
31. Lahary Monoranjan, Alaisri, Onsumoi Library, R.N.B. Road, Kokrajhar, Assam, 2nd Edition, August-2010, No.-3, 

P- 59 
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truck. He has also taken Thefen along with him. The entire management task concerning the 

smuggling business can never perform without him. In this business, the business person had to 

maintain very secrecy and skillful understanding, to the forest ranger officer. As laypeople say, 

where there is corrupted business, there are enumerable profits. Absolutely, this statement may be 

right, because it sees that such kind of business persons become very wealthy person within a very 

short period. Generally, the contaminated business persons identify as criminal by the humanity. 

But they can earn huge property in their life.  

     

Another business can mention in Assam i.e. hunting rhinos, and sells its horn secretly; and they 

earn millions of money very soon. Both the mammon and their businesses are accepted as infected 

from other business personal. Badol, Sandrwb and Bilasu have brought as the corrupted business 

persons from the Bodo community by the novelist. Really, there are many corrupted business 

persons in our society like Badol, Sandrwb and Bilasu. The business does not accept as the 

courteous business by the civilized society. Though the novelist has brought the criminal roles 

from the Bodo society, yet he also tries to expose that the business is not the traditional of the 

Bodos. It has infected to the Bodo people from other communities' nature. In fact, if it visualizes 

to the ancestors of the Bodos, then never be get such symptoms of the business. That is why 

strongly can be said that it is not traditional earning process of the community, but at present, a 

few Bodo people have been used to follow it. 

 
5. Conclusion 

 
It is clear that nobody can live without earning wealth. People were learned to provide wealth for 

future use. Such as, Bodo people also knew to store the wealth for the purpose of future use. At 

present, goods are sold and they save the money. The saving money can provide every kind of 

goods needed by the people in the mean time. So, at present, people try to earn money, and they 

save the money. That is why, the novelist has portrayed concerning the traditional systems of 

economic earning picture of the Bodos. He also says regarding the modern earning methods of the 

present people. 

     

The crop cultivation is the main earning work of the Bodos and Assamese people as well. It is the 

primary and foremost scope of economic gain for the dwellers of Assam. Some are stopped to 

cultivate the crops, in present moment. They have accepted the government services or private 

jobs in any other institutions, industries and factories. But still seventy percent people are 

depending on different kind of crops. 

         

Bonded labor is a kind of primary economic earning scope of poor people. It was often prevailed 

in the society, basically among the Bodos. So, the young boys and girls of the poor family search 

for work before a rich person. The rich person keeps them to do domestic work, as a labor of 

agreement. It knows as bonded labor. The task of bonded labor is a primary and traditional earning 

scope of poor Bodo people. 

     

The Santali people, those who are living in Assam, they collect some stems of the helianthus 

(Khasi-hagra/खाबस-हाग्रा), from the riverbank to make broom for the purpose of sell it. Such as, they 

could earn the money. The activity is genuine and primary habits of them. So, it can be said as 

primary economic picture of the Santali people. 
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(Sandri/सानबि), Dala/िाला, Sandangga/सानिािंिा, Hukhen/हुखेन, Sen/सेन, Khakhi/खास्लख, Khokha/ख’खा, 

Je/जे, Jekhai/जेखाइ, Folo/फल’, Nanggwl/नािंिोल, Junggal/जुिंिाल, mwi/मै, Dangkhur/िािंखुर, Oual/औवाल, 

Gahen/िाहेन, Khamflay/खामफ्लाइ, Kharou/खारौ, Fakhras/फािास are the artistic goods and tools. 

These tools are made from bamboo and wood by the Bodo people, which are very essential, 

important and useable for their day today life. The artists make it for domestic use and also for sell 

it. This is the primary economic earning picture of the Bodos. 

     

The farming poultry, duckling, piglet, calf, goat, buffalo etc are adopted by the Bodo people. They 

nourish and grow up from it. After the full grown up, they sell them, and earn money. This is also 

a primary economic picture of the Bodos as portrayed by the novelist. This habit of the community 

can also be said as the tradition of them since their ancestor. 

     

A middle man who is known as Dewani/देवानि in Bodo, and broker in general. He links among two 

families for the purpose of marriage task. He connects both the guardian of bride and bridegroom. 

And steadily, he promotes the matter up to the final agreement for the marriage ceremony. After 

the completion of final agreement of the marriage, he takes money from both the party as his 

demand. This is also a genuine and primary economic earning picture for someone Bodo people, 

as mentioned by MR Lahary.   

   

Presently people want to get the government job. It is the first attempt of every educated people. 

But the government jobs are not so much available. It is limited; hence every educated people 

cannot able to get the same job in their life. But it is real instance that people always try to get the 

government job. They want to ignore the traditional earning systems, if they get the other scopes. 

     

At present, Bodo people also have learned the corrupted business having seen from other 

communities. The novelist has mentioned here concerning the selling of wood as well as logs to 

the other states from Assam. They can gain huge wealth through this business but it is unauthorized 

business. So it is a corrupted business. It is not inherent business of the Bodos but it is learnt 

business as the novelist has mentioned. 
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