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Abstract 

The main purpose of the study is to gain an understanding of the factors responsible for the poor 

reading achievement of pupils in public primary school in Yola South and North Local 

Government area of Adamawa state from teachers’ perspectives using a qualitative 

phenomenological approach. A total of 20 teachers were selected from ten randomly selected 

schools within Yola North and South Local Government Area.  Two teachers represented each 

school.  A set of semi-structured interview questions were used to gather data from the participant. 

Six major themes emerged from the analyzed data. The main themes that emerged from the data 

analysis are lack of commitment of teachers to their responsibilities, teachers lacking the skills to 

teach phonics and foundational skills in reading, lack of instructional and learning materials. Other 

emerging issues are related to inadequately qualified teachers, the influences of the socioeconomic 

status of parents on their negative attitude towards the education of their children as well as the 

interference/adverse effects of mother tongue on language learning. The findings from this study 

will help the government and educators push for policies that would help improve the academic 

performances of students in the state. 
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1. Introduction 

 
Students need to have the necessary literacy and reading skills to succeed in schools as reading is 

an essential skill used to master other subjects taken in the Nigeria schools (Adeniji, 2010; Geske 
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& Ozola, 2008; Cimmiyotti, 2013). Early acquisition of literacy skills is a critical phase in a 

primary school pupil's life and should be an essential goal for educators at the primary level 

(Reutzel 2015). The ability to read help students access and understand information from their 

texts. It is suggested that students with poor reading skills might continue to struggle with reading 

and comprehension even at the secondary level if they do not receive appropriate intervention at 

the primary school. Research on literature suggests that acquisition of essential reading and 

comprehension skills give primary school students a strong background to succeed at the 

secondary schools’ level (Tong et al., 2011; Pfost et al., 2012; Elwér, 2014). Reading at grade level 

influences the students’ success in other subjects and it is a substantial factor that affects grade 

level performances.  

 

In Nigeria, the English language is used as the means of communication, and it is also used to 

instruct students in the classrooms. Adamawa state is located in the Northeastern part of Nigeria. 

As an educator in Adamawa state seeing students graduate from the primary schools with poor 

reading proficiencies is worrisome. NPC and RTI International, statistical data indicated that the 

Northeastern part of Nigeria ranked the lowest in educational achievement at both the primary and 

secondary level. Research on literature has identified some factors that may be responsible for 

poor reading performances amidst primary school pupils in Nigeria and some other part of the 

global (Dunne et al., (2013) in their work identified factors like poor reading and comprehension 

skills as one of the significant factors causing poor academic performances in schools in the 

Northeastern Nigeria. What previous studies did not explore is to find out the perspectives of 

teachers on the factors responsible for poor reading performance among primary school students 

in Adamawa state. This formed the research objective.   

 

1.1. Background of the Study 

 

Reading at grade level is an essential skill to primary school leavers who are prepared for a 

successful secondary school education. It is evident from past work and statistical findings that a 

significant percentage of students leave the primary school without possessing the basic literacy 

and comprehension skills (UNESCO, 2013).  The literacy level of primary school students in 

Adamawa state is considered to be low because it is only about 40% of ages six to adulthood that 

possesses basic literacy skills. According to statistical data, Adamawa state with the other states 

within the Northeastern region ranked the poorest in academic performances of primary and 

secondary school students. The findings from this research will help the educators gain an 

understanding of how to help our students increase their academic achievement.  It is also one of 

the states whose educational sector suffered from Boko Haram Insurgency.  

 

The Boko Haram is a terrorist group that is against formal education in Nigeria (Amnesty 

International, 2013). Their activities led to the kidnapping of primary and secondary school 

students and the destruction of school properties (Abdulraheed et al.  2015) “Boko Haram” means 

Western education is forbidden. Several factors are perceived to be responsible for the poor reading 

and academic achievements of primary school students in the region. This research sought to 

understand the factors that may be responsible for the poor reading performance of public primary 

school students from teachers’ perspectives using a qualitative approach and reported the findings.   
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1.2. Related Work 

 

This section is organized to present the themes that give some understanding of the topic under 

study. Some of the identified themes include the connection between reading performances and 

achievements in other subjects, the influence of mother tongue on reading achievement, the 

relationship between teachers’ classroom practices and students’ reading achievement and 

professional development and reading achievement of students.  Reading at grade level is an 

essential skill to primary school leavers who are prepared for a successful secondary school 

education. It is evident from past work and statistical findings that a significant percentage of 

students leave the primary school without possessing the basic literacy and comprehension skills. 

The literacy level of primary school students in Adamawa state is considered to be low because it 

is only about 40% of ages six to adulthood that possesses basic literacy skills.   

 

According to statistical data, Adamawa state with the other states within the Northeastern region 

ranked the poorest in academic performances of primary and secondary school students. Some of 

the factors such as terrorism (Boko Haram). Adamawa is also one of the states whose educational 

sector suffered from Boko Haram Insurgency. The Boko Haram is a terrorist group that is against 

formal education in Nigeria (Amnesty International, 2013). Several factors are perceived to be 

responsible for the poor reading and academic achievements of primary school students in the 

region. This research sought to understand the factors that may be responsible for the poor reading 

performance of public primary school students from teachers’ perspectives.  

 

2. Material and Methods 

 
This section of the study examined how the research data was constructed, collected and interpreted. The 

section also described the statistical instruments used for data collection and analysis. The population that 

participated in the study were also highlighted in this section. Adamawa State is predominantly a Hausa 

speaking state occupying a land space of about 36,917 square kilometres. It is bordered by the states 

of Borno to the northwest Gombe to the west and Taraba to the southwest. Its eastern border forms the 

national eastern border with Cameroun.  This study was delimited to ten public primary schools in 

Yola North and South local government area of Adamawa state. Twenty teachers were interviewed 

with two teachers (one male, one female) representing each school. No financial compensation 

was given to the interviewees during the interview section. The study was delimited to twenty 

teachers to enable the researcher to get rich data from the face to face interview sessions.  Before 

the interview, consent forms were signed by the principles and participants in each of the schools.    

 

The methodology used to carry out this research was based on epistemological approach. Maynard, 

(1994) described epistemology as a way of providing a philosophical foundation for the possible 

knowledge and ensuring that the knowledge is valid.  Epistemologically, this research is influenced 

by the constructivist paradigm. Constructivistically, it is believed that individuals gain a better 

understanding of the world by developing meaning from their experiences and the varied 

experiences of others. This research tends to understand the meaning of the situation under study 

through interaction and discussion with the research participants. The constructivist paradigm 

accentuates that knowledge is produced when a researcher strives to understand the social world 

of the participants focusing on the participants’ meaning and interpretation. The choice for 

constructivist paradigm in this study is to gain a better understanding of the factors influencing the 
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reading performances of primary school students in Adamawa state from the viewpoints of the 

primary school teachers.    

 

2.1. Research Design 

 
The study used a phenomenological inquiry in qualitative research method to understand teachers’ 

perspectives of the factors that influence the reading abilities of primary school students in Yola 

South Local Government of Adamawa State. Qualitative research gives the researcher an 

opportunity to interact with the participants in the natural setting where the participant is 

experiencing the issue under study (Creswell, 2014; Creswell, 2007). It is also a recommended 

approach when a researcher needs to explore the feelings and perception of the participants. It 

gives the researcher an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the participant’s perception 

of the situation under study. The phenomenological inquiry aims to report the point of view of the 

individual participants in the study, and it is carried out through a thorough interview process.  

 

2.2. Sample population and Description  

 
The study used simple random sampling to select the ten schools from a total of 92 public primary 

schools located in Yola North and South local government area. In simple random sampling, every 

school in the two local government areas has an equal chance of being picked. Based on the 

suggestions by Cohen et al., (2008) the names of the 92 schools were each written on a piece of 

paper and placed in a container, and ten names were randomly picked from the container. The ten 

schools randomly picked became the sample population. For the qualitative study, twenty teachers 

were purposely picked. Marshall, (1996) explained that qualitative research sampling should be 

purposeful and flexible in order to get rich and quality data. Judgment sampling method was used 

by the researcher to purposely select 20 teachers from the ten schools (Marshall, 1996).  

 

Judgment sampling according to Marshall, (1996) is purposeful and involves developing variables 

that might influence the selection of the participants in order to get rich data. The researcher 

purposely selected twenty teachers that have five to over thirty years of teaching experience from 

the forty teachers that volunteered to participate in the study by politely asking the intending 

participants their years of teaching experiences and letting them know they will be contacted as 

soon as possible. Twenty participants were contacted by the researcher to fix a date for a face to 

face meeting with the researcher. The venue for the meeting was jointly agreed. Purposefully 

selecting participant is a strategy recommended by and Creswell, (2014) for the collection of rich 

data.  The researcher assumed that long-serving teachers would have richer data to share with the 

researcher during the interview process. Posters flyers were placed on the walls of each of the 

chosen schools for two weeks. The flyers provided information about the purpose of the research, 

the assurance of anonymity of the participants and the researcher contact number. Forty intending 

participants called the researcher within two weeks.  Before this, letters were sent to the Head of 

schools seeking for permission to place posters on their school walls. All of the Head of schools 

gave permission for the posters to be placed on their school walls.  
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2.3. Research Setting  

 
The researcher, after receiving telephone confirmation from prospective participants, initiated the 

first meeting with each of the participants for an orientation/induction session. The orientation 

sessions started on the 29th of May 2017 and the last orientation session took place on the 1st of 

June 2017. The meeting took place in various locations mutually agreed by both the researcher 

and the intending participants. The first session was used for familiarization, clarification of the 

purpose of the research study and the explanation of the content of the consent form. The 

researcher gave the consent forms to the intending participants and agreed to come after two weeks 

for the forms. The researcher communicated clearly to the participants of their right to refuse 

signing the consent form if they do not want to be part of the study. 

 

Details of the information on the consent form can be found in Appendix A. All the participants 

signed the consent forms. Dates and venue for the interview sessions were jointly fixed. The 

participants were more comfortable to have their respective interview sessions in their houses. The 

researcher scheduled the interview session date based on the date set by the participants. The first 

interview session took place on the 14th of June while the last interview session was on the 17th 

of July 2017. All the sessions took place at the residences of the twenty participants. Creswell, 

(2014) suggested that a site free from distraction should be selected purposely for a qualitative 

interview session. The interview session was a one-time in-depth session lasting one hour to one 

and a half hour. 

 

2.3.1. Interview Sessions  

 
Interview sessions in qualitative research enable the participants to share their experiences and 

point of views on the subject under study and it gives the researcher an opportunity to explore and 

understand the participants’ viewpoints (Punch, 2009; Gill et al. 2008). Semi-structured interviews 

were used to gather data for the study and also, probing questions were asked for a better 

understanding of the participants’ perspective.   According to Jamshed, (2014), semi-structured 

interviews are organized around some preplanned set of open-ended questions and an interview 

guide is used to present the questions in order to elicit rich data during the interview sessions. A 

face to face interview session was conducted in an extensive interactive one-time session that 

lasted for a one hour to one and a half hour.  

 

The interview questions can be found in Appendix C. The researcher developed the interview 

questions from the research project questions. The researcher demonstrated the ability to listen 

keenly to what was said by each participant.  Seidman, (2013) commented that actively listening 

to the participants’ talk helps the researcher gain a better understanding of what is being said and 

also gives the researcher a direction on the follow-up question to ask the participant. The data 

collected was handwritten, and also audiotaped. Nightly, the researcher listened to the tape to 

capture things missed in the hand written notebook. The interview notes were photocopied, and a 

copy is kept safely.  
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2.3.2. Interview Data Analytics  

 
One of the aims of a qualitative data analysis according to Flick, (2014) is to describe the lived 

experiences of the sample populations in detail by organizing and explaining the linguistic data. 

The study purposely selected twenty teachers’ participants that had five years and above teaching 

experience. Forty teachers volunteered through a telephone call, but twenty of them were selected 

based on a purposeful selection. Purposefully choosing participant is a strategy recommended by 

Creswell, (2014) for the collection of rich data.  Figure 1 show the years each participant has taught 

in the public school. 

 

 
Figure 1: The participants’ response to question four 

 

The following steps suggested by Saldana, (2013); guided the systematic analysis of the data 

during the interview.  

 The interview notes were read repeatedly, and the audio tape recording was also listened 

to again and again to find patterns, meanings, and sentences with similar meaning. 

 The transcribing of the audio tape recording was correctly and adequately done. 

 Significant words and phrases were coded. 

 Themes were identified and reviewed.  

 The identified themes were shared with the participants through a regular visit to ensure 

that viewpoints were represented correctly. 

 Finally, the researcher used the developed themes to provide narration which attempted to 

present the perspectives of the participants. The researcher used numbers in identifying the 

participants in no particular order because of the commitment of the researcher to ensure 

that the identity of the participants is not linked to the study as agreed in the consent form 

signed by the participants. According to Vogt et al. (2014) codes are phrases or words that 

capture significant phrases from interview transcripts, field notes, documents, etc. that 

would be categorized based on a repetitive pattern. A theme according to Saldana, (2013) 

is a short sentence or phrase that brings meaning to a repetitive pattern in data.  
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3. Results and Discussion 

 

The results for this discussed below is classified under themes and factors responsible for poor 

reading achievements among primary school pupils in Adamawa state. 

 

3.1. Themes Emerged from the Study  

 

3.1.1. Theme One: Lack of Commitment of Teachers to Their Responsibilities 

 
Lack of commitment to the teaching profession is regarded as one of the factors responsible for 

poor reading achievement of primary school students in the state. All of the participants during the 

interview session believed that teachers in the public schools in Adamawa state lack commitment 

to their teaching job because their salaries are not paid regularly, and this discourages them from 

giving their best. This factor is in line with findings from other studies that indicated the existence 

of a significant relationship between teachers’ commitment and the academic performances of 

their students (Cornelius-Ukpepi, 2012; Kiplagat, 2012; Abudu & Gbadamosi, 2014; Denessen et 

al., 2015).  

 
The study is validated by a study carried out by Cornelius-Ukepepi, (2012) who used a quantitative 

research approach to investigate the relationship between teachers’ commitment and students’ 

academic performances. The findings indicated that there is a significant relationship between 

teachers’ commitment and students’ academic performances. From the findings, irregular payment 

of salaries had a strong impact on teachers’ commitment and motivation. This finding is also 

validated by the study of Oredein and Awodun, (2013) who used a descriptive survey to investigate 

the effect of teachers’ motivation on science students’ academic performance in Nigeria secondary 

schools. The study population was 510 teachers and 6,800 students who represented the total 

number of senior secondary school’s science teachers and students in two states in the western part 

of Nigeria. The result of the descriptive survey indicated teachers’ salaries as the strongest 

motivator of teachers, and it has a strong potential to impact students' performance negatively.  

Ofoegbu, (2004) in a similar study used a descriptive survey instrument to investigate the impact 

of teachers’ motivation in the classroom and school improvement. 772 teachers from the public 

secondary and primary school from the eastern part of Nigeria participated in the research study. 

The finding indicated that teachers’ motivation has an impact on teachers’ classroom effectiveness 

and regular payment of salaries was indicated as a strong motivating factor. The findings from this 

research resonate with similar findings from the other regions in Nigeria that irregular payment of 

salaries has an impact on the commitment of teachers. 

 

3.1.2. Theme Two: Teachers Lack the Skills to Teach Phonics  

 
Phonics instruction is used to help students relate the sounds in spoken words to written words. 

Ma & Crocker, (2007, p.53) defined phonics instruction as the systematic approach to helping 

students to understand the relationship between the “individual sounds of spoken language and the 

letters of the written language.”  Ten of the participants see a lack of phonics instruction, especially 

at the lower primary school level as one of the factors responsible for poor reading achievement 

of primary school students in Adamawa state. Findings from some studies have indicated that 
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phonics instruction is necessary at the primary level of education and it is regarded as one of the 

tools that help students master how to read. 

 
Additionally, seven teachers who teach at the upper primary school (Primary 4 to 6) said that one 

of the reasons students cannot read at the Upper Primary school level is because they lack 

foundation in phonics. Research has identified the acquisition of phonics skills by the students in 

the early years of schooling as one of the key factors that enhance the reading skills of students. 

National Research Panel, (2004) used a quasi-experimental design approach to find out if 

instruction in phonics enhanced the reading skills of students. The findings revealed that the 

students that received phonics instruction applied the skills in reading and they did better than 

children who did not receive instruction in phonics. From research findings, phonics is one of the 

critical skills that enhance reading performances. Similar studies in Nigeria also indicated the 

positive impact phonics instruction has on students’ reading ability. Don-Ezenne (2014) used a 

descriptive survey design to test 83 students’ word recognition and pronunciation ability at Junior 

Secondary school. The result revealed that students performed poorly in the administered test. This 

finding agreed with an earlier study by Okebukola, (2009) who used a quasi-experimental design 

to find out if there was a significant difference between two groups of emergent readers. The 

experimental group was exposed to phonics instruction and was taught different phonics skills 

while the control group was taught by the school English teacher who used the conventional 

method to teach the students. The finding revealed that the experimental group performance in the 

administered test was significantly higher than that of the control group.  

 
In the Nigerian National Policy on Education document, English language is recommended to be 

used as a medium of instruction from Primary Four through Secondary school but should be taught 

as a social subject in Primary one through three. Also, teachers’ professional training has been 

indicated in some studies to improve teachers’ classroom practices and quality (Akpan and Ita, 

2015). Alade and Odebode, (2013) examined the impact teachers’ professional development had 

on students’ academic achievement in Math, English, and Biology in public secondary schools in 

Lagos. The findings revealed that students’ performances in these subjects increased and teachers’ 

quality improved.  Amadi, (2013) study suggested that continuous training of teachers to equip 

them with current and emerging instructional techniques will have a significant impact on students’ 

academic performance. 

 

3.1.3. Theme Three: Lack of Instructional and Learning Materials  

 
Twelve participants mentioned that the lack of instructional materials in their classrooms during 

teaching and learning process is one of the factors responsible for the poor performance of primary 

school students in Adamawa state. Olayinka, (2016) used a quasi-experimental design to find out 

if there was a significant difference between the performance of students in a control group and an 

experimental group in a social studies curriculum. Essential instructional materials that would 

enhance the teaching of social studies were used for teaching the participants in the experimental 

group while the control group was taught with the use of the conventional teaching method without 

the use of instructional materials.  The findings indicated that the experimental group performance 

in an achievement test was significantly better than the performance of the students in the control 

group. Findings from studies carried out in other regions in Nigeria reported that instructional 

materials have a significant impact on students’ academic performances (Olayinka, 2016). 
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3.1.4. Theme Four: Inadequately Qualified Teachers 

 
The interview findings indicated that there are a good number of people teaching in the primary 

schools in Adamawa state who are not professional teachers. Fifteen of the participants see a lack 

of qualified teachers in the system as one of the factors responsible for the low performance of 

students in the primary schools in Adamawa state. According to the participants, the primary 

schools also lack a sufficient number of English teachers.  The finding is validated by previous 

studies that indicated that teacher’s qualification has a significant influence on the performances 

of students. Fakeye, (2012) used a descriptive survey design to investigate the impact of teacher’s 

qualification and mastery of subject on the academic achievement of students in the English 

language. 1000 students selected from 20 senior secondary schools participated in the study. The 

result indicated that teacher’s qualification and mastery of subject has a substantial impact on the 

academic performances of students.  In a more recent study, Oselumese and Omoike, (2015) used 

a descriptive survey design to investigate the impact of teacher’s qualification on the performance 

of students in public secondary schools in Nigeria. 1348 teachers were selected from 598 public 

schools in Edo state to participate in the study. The finding agrees with previous studies that 

revealed the impact of teachers’ qualification and mastery of subjects on the academic 

achievements of students at both the primary and secondary level of education. Employing 

teachers that are qualified to teach English studies would improve the reading achievement of 

primary school students in Adamawa state.  

 

3.1.5. Theme Five: Socioeconomic Influence 

 
Most of the participants believe that parents’ attitudes towards the education of their children are 

poor and this is affecting the academic performance of their children. Some of these attitudes 

reflect in the parents not buying the required textbooks for their children, especially English and 

Mathematics textbooks. Also, some of the children come to school hungry, and some of them are 

made to help in their parents’ petty trading instead of going to school. The impact of socio-

economic status of parents on the education of their children can be assumed to have a significant 

impact on the academic achievement of their children. The findings revealed that parents with 

higher socioeconomic power could provide their children with necessary school supplies and also 

create a conducive learning environment at home. The study also showed that parents with low 

economic power could hardly offer their children with the necessary school supplies and this can 

hurt the performance of their children at school.  Onyancha et al. (2015) in a similar study used a 

descriptive survey design to investigate the influence of socioeconomic status of parents have on 

the academic performance of students. The results of the findings indicated that students with 

parents with high economic status performed better academically than those students whose 

parents have low socioeconomic power.  The study reviewed that poverty, poor education level of 

the parents and poor communication between home and the school as some of the factors that 

influence the attitudes of parents towards the education of their children. This finding is supported 

by Joseph, (2016) and Ghazi et al. (2013) whose findings indicated that socio-economic status of 

parents has a significant relationship with the academic achievement of their children. 
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3.1.6. Theme Six: Mother Tongue Interference 

 
The use of mother tongue in schools is considered as one of the reasons why students perform 

poorly in reading. According to most of the participants, most of the primary school students do 

not speak English, and they converse more both at home and in the school in either Hausa or 

Fulfulde which are their local dialects. A study carried out by Sa’ad and Usman, (2014) in Jigawa 

state indicated mother tongue interference and lack of qualified teachers as some of the factors 

responsible for poor performance of secondary school students in the English language.  In a 

similar study, Adebayo, (2008) used a qualitative research approach to investigate the influence of 

mother tongue on the performance of junior secondary school students in North Central region of 

Nigeria. The findings indicated mother tongue, insufficient English teachers, lack of textbooks as 

some of the factors responsible for the poor performance of students in English language 

examination. Other studies in their quest to find out the causes of poor performance in the English 

language also found mother tongue interference as one of the reasons for poor performance in 

English language. Previous studies have validated the fact that mother tongue interferes with the 

reading abilities of students.  

 

3.2. Discussing Question Number Two: What Are Teachers’ Perspectives of Student's 

Reading Achievement in The Classroom?   

 
The answer to the research question number two was very straightforward. The research question 

asked the teachers of their perspectives of students reading achievements in the classroom. 

Eighteen teachers said it was very poor while two said average. They further explained that reading 

is difficult and hard for the students. Comparing the participants answer on their students’ reading 

achievement in the classrooms to the literature reviewed, some of the previous studies indicated 

that teachers’ pedagogical practices could positively or negatively affect students’ performances 

in the different school subjects (Abe, 2014).  There is an indication in some studies that there is a 

significant impact teachers' content knowledge and pedagogical practices have on students’ 

performances in the different subjects taught in the schools (Bold, et al. 2017). Evidence from a 

world bank funded research study in seven sub-Sahara African countries to find out why a large 

number of students graduate from the primary schools lacking basic skills in literacy and 

numeracy. The findings indicated that some of the teachers lack basic pedagogical skills and they 

do not have a mastery of the curricula. It is evident from the body of past research that there is an 

urgent need for the improvement of teachers’ pedagogical skills and the mastery of the curriculum 

schools.  

 

3.3. Discussion on Research Question Number Three: What Are Teachers’ Perspectives 

on The Role’s Parents Play in Supporting the Reading Skills of Their Children?  

 
The participants in answering this question suggested the roles parents should play to enhance the 

academic skills of their children. Some of the suggestions include ensuring that their children have 

school supplies, helping them with their homework, advocating for the payment of their salaries 

and speaking the English language with their children. Several studies have indicated that parental 

involvement in the education of their children has a significant impact on the academic 

performance of the children particularly at the primary school level (Adewumi, 2015). Some of 

the studies mentioned ways that parents can be supportive of their children education. These 
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suggestions include helping their children with homework, reading with and to their children, 

building an active communication with the school. Other include buying all the school supplies 

needed by the children and following up on their school performances. 

 

4. Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

Among the other factors, this research identified key militating dynamics which pony up the poor 

reading achievement of Pupils in public primary schools in Adamawa State. This was conducted 

from teachers’ perspectives questionnaire and inquest. From the findings gathered through data 

collection, lack of payment of teachers’ salaries is affecting their commitment which in turn 

impacts pupils negatively. Lack of qualified professional teachers into the schools in Adamawa 

state is another influencer for pupils poor reading. This finding is in line with findings from some 

studies which indicated better performances of students taught by professional subject teachers to 

students taught by non-professional teachers respectively. Based on the findings from this study, 

it is recommended that the government should pay teachers’ salaries regularly to motivate them 

and increase their commitment to the teaching profession. Several studies have indicated the 

importance of teachers’ commitment and motivation to the academic performances of their 

students. From the findings, lack of payment of teachers’ salaries is affecting their commitment. 

 

Another recommendation is for the state Ministry of Education to organize a professional 

development for all primary school teachers on phonics instructions. The recommendation is based 

on several findings that indicated that teachers’ professional development has a positive impact on 

the academic performances of their students.  

 
Also, some studies have also indicated the importance of phonics instruction at the kindergarten 

and primary level of education. Also, the government should employ only qualified professional 

teachers into the schools in Adamawa state. This recommendation is in line with findings from 

some studies which indicated better performances of students taught by professional subject 

teachers to students taught by non-professional teachers. Lastly, parents should be encouraged to 

get more involved in the education of their children. This recommendation is in line with findings 

from studies that revealed factors that influence parental involvement in their children education 

and also indicated the positive impact parental involvement has on the academic performance of 

their children. 

 

4.1. Research Implications 

 

For further research, the study should be repeated using larger population samples that will involve 

students, teachers, and parents. The study can also be extended to the other local government in 

the state.  A further study is recommended to understand the effect of teachers’ classroom practices 

on the performances of students in Adamawa state.  There is also needed to research the extent to 

which low income affect parental involvement in the education of their children. The findings from 

the study will be beneficial to different NGO groups present in the Northeastern Nigeria that are 

striving to improve the literacy abilities of school-age children within the region, and it will also 

benefit teachers, the Ministry of Education, school leaders, parents and other educators.  
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Appendix B 

 
Sample of Interview questions and Orientation Protocol 

Orientation Protocol 

 

Orientation Session  

Thank you for agreeing to meet with me. I am an educator like you and doing a Master program 

in Education Leadership. This project is part of my final school assignment. Today is to get to 

know you and give this consent form to you. Your signing the consent form gives me the go ahead 

to proceed with the interview session. I will want to explain the entire process to you. The 

researcher will explain in details the following:  

1) The purpose of the study 

2) The research method that will be used 

3) The number of participants for the study 

4) Sampling and Inclusion Criterion 

5) Data collection 

6) The participants’ rights to withdraw from the study without prior notice to the researcher. 

7) The participants’ right to question the researcher legally if the terms of participation and 

usage of data collected are not adhered to by the researcher 

8) The way the data will be analyzed  

9) Data Usage and destruction after grading. 

10) Protection of the confidentiality and anonymity of the participants 

11) Giving of the consent form and a promise to come for it after two weeks. 

 

Opening of Interview Session 

Thank you for agreeing to be interviewed for the research project. As you already know my name 

is Elizabeth Raymond, and I am a teacher and a student. Can I have the consent form? Thank you 

for signing it.  

 
I want you to know that I am committed to the information on the consent form you signed. 

Confidentiality and anonymity will be upheld. The information you will share with me will be 

used for research purpose, and your personal data or identity will not be revealed in the reporting.  

I will also be recording our conversation. This is to enable me to capture your responses 

appropriately. I hope you don’t mind me recording our conversation? I will also take note. Can we 

start? Thank you once again  

 

Interview Questions 

1) How long have you taught in a Nigeria public school? 

2) What ages of pupils have you taught? 

3) Have you taught in public schools in other regions in Nigeria? 

4) What do you believe are the causes of poor reading achievement among primary school 

pupils in Adamawa state? 

5) As a teacher, what can you tell me about students reading attainment in the classrooms? 

6) What reading strategies have you used as a teacher to help struggling readers in your 

classrooms? 
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7) Can you share with me some strategies or effort your school is doing to help improve the 

reading achievements of your pupils?  

8) Tell me ways you feel parents can help their children improve their reading achievements? 

9) What partnership can happen between the school and the home to help these children 

improve in reading fluency? 

10) What other group or organization do you think can contribute to providing support for these 

struggling readers? 

11) As an experienced teacher that cares about children, what do you think? 

 Other teachers can do to help these children? 

 Parents can do to help these children? 

 The society can do to help these children? 

 The government and ministry of education can do to help these children? 

 

Probing questions or Follow –Up questions 

1) What makes you feel that way? 

2) Can you tell me about your thinking on that? 

3) Could you please tell me more about... 

4) Tell me more about that……. 

5) This is really interesting, please, tell me more 

 

Appendix C 

 
Transcribed Interviews and the process of theme development 

Question number 4: What do you believe are the causes of poor reading achievements 

among primary school pupils in Adamawa state? 

Raw data Codes Emerged Theme 

The government pays salaries after two to three 

months, how do they expect us to be happy 

teaching. Participant 1 

I do not go to work every day because I do not have 

money to pay for my transportation. How do you 

expect me to be happy teaching? Participant 3 

Lack of salary is affecting teachers’ commitment to 

their work. I am still going to teach because of the 

fear of God and because my house is not far from 

the school. Most of my colleagues do not come to 

work because they say they do not have money for 

transportation. Primary school teachers are 

suffering.  Students are also suffering. Participant 

20 

Public school teachers have “I don’t care” attitude 

towards their teaching profession. You cannot 

blame them. Their salaries are not regularly paid. 

Participant 5 

Teachers are not motivated by the government. 

Participant 4 

Not happy at job. 

 

 

Do not go to work 

daily. 

Not happy at job 

Lack of salary 

responsible 

Commitment to job 

affected. 

Negative attitude 

affect students 

 

 

Irregular salary 

payment  

 

Motivations lacking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lack of 

commitment of 

teachers to their 

responsibilities 
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How is this? Salaries are not paid. 

The English has not been coming for three weeks 

now. No English class. Participant 6 

Teachers are not motivated to teach with passion 

because they are unhappy about the irregular 

payment of their salaries. Participant 7 

Teachers are not motivated because of poor welfare 

of the teachers. (Participants 18) 

Lack of commitment on the side of the school 

management and the teachers. (Participant 9) 

Not motivated.  Not 

committed  

Unhappy due to 

irregular payment of 

salaries. Motivation 

lacking. 

Not motivated 

Poor welfare 

Lack of 

commitment from 

teachers and 

government 

Question number 4: What do you believe are the causes of poor reading achievements among 

primary school pupils in Adamawa state? 

Raw data Codes Emerged Theme 

Question number 4: What do you believe are the causes of poor reading achievements among 

primary school pupils in Adamawa state? 

Raw data Codes Emerged Theme 

The textbooks my school gave to me are old 

editions, and they are worn out. I have to use my 

own money to buy current updated version. It is 

what we are facing at the primary schools. The 

teachers’ textbooks are worn out and outdated.  We 

do not have instructional materials to make teaching 

more attractive. Only committed teachers provide 

those things for themselves. Remember we do not 

have salaries so how do we provide them.       

(Participant 20) 

The school does not give us instructional materials 

and the textbooks are worn out. Sometimes, I have 

to borrow a textbook from the students. The 

government does not care about public schools.  

Their children are not here. Gone are the days when 

both students and teachers get new books every 

school year.                                                                       

(Participant 4) 

We lack textbooks and instructional materials. This 

is a factor that can affect student performance. 

(Participant 5) 

The instructional materials are not adequate. 

(Participant 7) 

There is a lack of updated teaching instructional 

materials at the lower primary level. (Participant 11) 

Some pupils will learn better if we have instructional 

materials to make the class more interesting.  

Torn textbooks 

Outdated 

textbooks 

No instructional 

materials  

Teaching is not fun 

for the kids 

 

 

 

 

No instructional 

materials  

Lack of 

government 

commitment  

An indication that 

things were not 

like this some 

years ago. 

 

 

Lack of 

instructional 

materials may 

affect students’ 

performances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lack of 

instructional and 

learning materials  
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 Inadequate 

instructional 

materials. 

Indication that 

current textbooks 

are not available 

for teachers’ use. 

Importance of 

instructional 

materials. 

Question number 4: What do you believe are the causes of poor reading achievements among 

primary school pupils in Adamawa state? 

Raw data Codes Emerged Theme 

Another problem we have in the public schools is 

that we have people teaching who are not trained as 

teachers. They lack the skills to teach.               

(Participant 20) 

We do not have enough teachers that studied 

English or related courses, so pupils do not receive 

the right instruction in reading.                        

(Participant 1) 

We have people that studied Survey at Diploma 

level teaching at the school. We have a lot of non-

teachers teaching in the system. We that went to 

Teacher colleges are trained to teach. We have a 

problem in this state. It is not possible to get quality 

teaching from people that are not trained.                                                         

(Participant 17) 

In my school, we have only one teacher that read 

English. Others do not have the knowledge base to 

teach the subject. We need more subject teachers in 

the system. (Participant 8) 

Some people who are employed to teacher are not 

qualified and they do not have teachers certificate. 

( Participant 9) 

We lack English teachers in the system. 

(Participant 13) 

We have a lot of untrained teachers in the system. 

This can affect students’ performances in any of the 

subject. (Participant 16) 

Teachers that are not trained are in the system and 

they are not committed to the profession. 

Government should stop employing such into the 

system.  (Participant 14) 

Presence of 

untrained teachers. 

Untrained teachers 

may lack the skills 

to teach. 

Inadequate English 

teachers 

 

 

Non teachers in the 

system. 

Non trained 

teachers may not 

give quality 

teaching service.  

 

 

Insufficient English 

teachers.  

 

 

Non teachers in the 

system. 

 

Lack English 

teachers. 

 

Untrained teachers 

 

 

Untrained teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inadequately 

qualified teachers 
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Question number 4: What do you believe are the causes of poor reading achievements among 

primary school pupils in Adamawa state? 

Raw data Codes Emerged Theme 

Students are sent to school without food. A child 

that is hungry cannot learn. Participant 2 

Some parents do not buy textbooks for their 

children. No pencils, no exercise books. How can 

that child learn?  Participant 10 

Parents demand that you promote their children 

that did not pass to the next class. I have a situation 

four years ago when a father demanded that I 

should promote his child to Primary Five. That 

child cannot even spell simple three letter word. I 

wrote a word on the board in the presence of the 

headmaster and asked the boy to read it, and the boy 

could not read. The headmaster wondered how he 

made it to Primary four. Parents do not help us at 

all. Participant 20  

Some of these children come to school without 

food. Their nutrition is poor. How can a child learn 

when he/she is hungry?  Participant 8 

Some of the students come late to school, and some 

students do not come at all, and when you ask them, 

it was their parents that took them to the farm to 

work for them or asked them to assist in their petty 

businesses. Parents are not encouraging teachers at 

all. Participant 16 

Parents do not supervise or ensure their children 

read or study at home. Home support is very vital 

to a child’s performance. Participant 10 

 It is poverty that is affecting the parents' attitude 

towards the education of their children, and poverty 

is the reason why some parents cannot supply the 

educational need of their children.  (Participant 18) 

Hungry child cannot 

learn. 

 

Lack of school 

supply affect 

learning. 

 

 

Parents lack 

understanding of the 

schooling system. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children go to 

school without 

food. Children may 

not learn 

 

Students need to 

help with family 

business and it 

negatively impact 

on their academics. 

 

Home support is 

vital  

 

 

Poverty is a 

contributing factor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact of socio 

economic status 

of parents on the 

education of their 

children 
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Question number 4: What do you believe are the causes of poor reading achievements among 

primary school pupils in Adamawa state? 

Raw data Codes Emerged Theme 

Our students speak the Hausa or Fulani language a 

lot. Some of them cannot speak the English 

language. It is one of the reasons why it is difficult 

for them to read. Participant 20 

The mother tongue is interfering with their 

reading. Students find it difficult to speak English. 

Even we the teachers talk to them in Hausa or 

Fulani. We are not helping them too. Participant 2 

A child that cannot speak English will find it 

difficult reading. The students speak too much 

vernacular in the school. Participant 4 

The majority of the public school students cannot 

speak English; they do not understand English and 

cannot read in English. Participant 3 

Most of our primary school students speak in their 

local dialect. To speak in English is difficult. 

(participant 16) 

Mother tongue interferes with their ability to read 

and write in English. Participant 17 

The Hausa and Fulani language dominate the 

spoken language among our pupils. This could also 

be what is affecting their reading. (Participant 5) 

The local dialect is affecting the use of English 

language. We all speak it with our pupils. At the 

primary education, speaking English is difficult for 

the pupils. They will get better at the secondary 

school.  

( Participant 10) 

Dominance of local 

language  

 

 

 

Conversation in 

English language is 

difficult. 

 

Dominance of local 

dialect is perceived 

to be one of the 

factors affecting 

reading 

performance. 

Indication that 

Primary school 

pupils cannot speak 

English. 

 

Dominance of the 

local dialect in the 

students’ school 

conversation. 

Mother tongue 

inference may affect 

reading 

performance. 

Dominance of the 

local dialect.  

Dominance of the 

local dialect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother tongue 

interference 

Question number 5: As a teacher, what can you tell me about students reading attainment in 

the classrooms? 

Raw data Codes Ratio 
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 It is a difficult task to teach students how to read. 

Reading is difficult and challenging for the students. 

Participant 1 

Majority of the public primary school students do 

not understand English and cannot read. Reading 

attainment of the students is very poor. Participant 3 

Very poor. They cannot speak English. Their local 

dialect is interfering with learning in English 

language.  Participant 4 

Very poor. Participant 5 

It is difficult and challenging. Participant 6 

Very poor and difficult. Some of the factors we 

discussed are responsible. Participant 7 

My students are not so bad. I will say average. 

Participant 10 

Very poor. The English teacher has not being 

coming for one month now. You cannot blame her. 

No money for transportation. Participant 11 

Very poor. Student cannot pronounce words 

correctly. Participant 12 

I will say average but they still have a lot to do. I will 

try my best. Participant 13 

Very poor. The parents of the public school pupils 

do not provide English textbooks. Participant 14 

Very poor. The pupils are not interested in learning. 

They do not have writing and reading materials. 

Participant 15 

Very poor. They do not study at home. Participant 

16 

Very poor. Students do not challenge teachers by 

way of asking questions. Participant 17 

 

Difficult 

Challenging 

Very poor 

 

 

Very poor 

 

Very poor 

Difficult and 

challenging 

Very poor and 

difficult 

 

Average 

Very poor 

 

 

Very poor 

 

Average 

Very poor 

 

Very poor 

 

Very poor 

 

Very poor 

 

 

 

 

 

18 very poor : 2 

average 
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