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Necrophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa (L aporte, 1852): a New Record for East Timor
(Coleoptera: Silphidae)
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Abstract. Necrophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa (Laporte, 1852) is reported from East Timor fa fiist time. Some ecological notes
are provided.
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Resumo. A especiéNecrophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa (Laporte, 1852) € mencionada pela primeira vea gaist Timor ao mesmo
tempo que damos algumas notas ecoldgicas a sesitoesp
Palabras chave: Coleoptera, Silphinae, primeira citagcdo, ecoloBiepublica Democratica de Timor-Leste

Introdution

East Timor is the eastern part of the Timor islbatbnging to the Indonesian archipelago, whicloésited between the Indian
Ocean and the South China Sea (Fig. 1). East Timbrdes the enclave of Oécusse located in WesbiTand the nearby islands
of Atadro and Jaco with an area of 5,400 squares(il5,410 km.). East Timor’s closest neighborethan Indonesia is Australia
at 400 miles to the South.

Recently Peck (2001) and Sikes (2008) lidbedtosilpha Portevin, 1920Calosilpha Portevin, 1921Chrysosilpha Portevin,
1920 andctusiipha Semenov, 1890 as subgenera of the gbleasphila Kirby & Spence, 1828. Ridka et al.’s (2011, 2012, 2015)
publications on the revision of the Palearctic @miakntalNecrophila Kirby & Spence, 1828 triggered my memory to lootoimy
collection, of East Timor, resulting in the discovef the specimen of this note, which is confirnasiNecrophila (Chrysosilpha)
formosa (Laporte, 1852) after morphological examinatioevw\record ofNecrophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa from East Timor are
provided as below.

Material and methods

During my two years of military service, | was 8&aed in Timor, now Democratic Republic of Timordte, a former
Portuguese Territory, were | collected an abundargunt of entomological material (about 5,000 gpeais) that | offered, during
my last two years, as a student, to the Univerditgcience and Technology of Coimbra, Portugal. Aghthat material deposited
at the Zoological Museum of the University of ScieiT echnology of Coimbra | kept the majority of Btaphyliniformia specimens.
In the material that | kept. | found one speciméthe subfamily Silphinae that is the object ofthbte.

The material examined in this paper is depositeRatl Nascimento Ferreira Collection, Pawcatuck AUBNFC). The
species was identified &&crophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa (Laporte, 1852) based on Réia & Schneider (2011) and Rdka et
al. (2012, 2015).

Results
Necrophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa (L aporte, 1852)
(Fig. 3)

Material examined. 1 ex., Maubisse, Ainaro, East Timor, 8. V. 1969\ Rzerreira leg. (RNFC) (Fig.3).

Redescription. Body length 12.0-17.0 mm. Head blackish brown,aaefdistinctly punctated, without lustre. Pronotrange,
with 4 spots arranged in a trapezoidal positioniailgdon the disc; anterior pair small, roundedstaoior large, oval, slightly
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oblique. Elytra metallic green, with some bluiskthe. Apex of male elytra regularly rounded whligtgly elongate in females
(RUzika et al., 2012).

Remar ks. Necrophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa (Laporte, 1852) was originally describedsipha formosa (Laporte, 1852)Portevin,
(1921) erected a new gen@hrysosilpha Portevin, 1921 to accommodateformosa and another four species, théhrysosilpha
was treated as subgenus of the gaeesophila Kirby & Spence, 1828 in Peck (2001) and Sikes @0and Ruiika et al. (2012)
officially proposed the new combination Wécrophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa (for further information on taxonomic history of
these taxa see (Ridka et al., 2012)).

Ecological notes. Maubisse is located in the Ainaro District (Fis&uated in the middle of the two coasts at avaion of 1432
meters between the Bolibd, Edi, Aituti and Fato-Bdbuntains at latitude 8° 50” south and longituds° 36” east. It is a region
of poor vegetation. The specimen was collected &etmsome remains of blood and cow guts close tsléughter house at the
Military Base. The seasonal activity and ecologatadervations of Ri&ka et al. (2012) concurs with the data of my specim

Distribution. Laos, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Bast Timor (new record). With this new record Earst Timor
the distributional area of the species is exteridesbuth of its original area (Bali).
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Figure 1. Location of East Timor. Available fronttgi/:en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Timor).
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Figure 2. Location of Maubisse, Ainaro District. éilable from: http//:en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ainaro_igrict).

Figure 3. Habitus oecrophila (Chrysosilpha) formosa (Laporte, 1852) from East Timor.
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