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ABSTRACT

The main aim of the study is to find out the sigraihce difference between problems faced by wonedege
students in learning active skills in English oftaé democratic variables. Survey method was adbffibr this study.
The sample consists of 297 Women College studenthoothukudi district. Simple Random Sampling Treghe was
used. “Tool to assess Problems in learning ackills $n English” (2015) self made tool developegthe investigator and
guide was used to collect the data. The statistesainique used was percentage analysis and‘t' st findings of the
study were: It is found that 68.4% of women colleggedents have medium level of problems in learrdntive skills,
14.8% of women college students have high leveproblems in learning active skills and 16.8% of vemnctollege
students have low level of problems in learningvacskills in English. There is significant differee between English and
mother tongue as the medium of instruction at sclea@l by the women college students in their peois in learning
active skills in English with respect to the mediofnstudy at school level. There is significantfeliénce between rural
and urban women college students in their problensarning active skills in English with respeatthe locality at home.

The educational implications and suggestions fahér study are also given as per the finding$hefstudy.
KEYWORDS: Problems, Women College Students, Learning Actki#sS
INTRODUCTION

Language is one of the most and characteristiofaaf human behavior. It is the expression of sdleya means
of special sounds combined into words, words costbiimto sentences and combination of sentences ginswer to
ideas and thoughts. Thus, language is the set wiahuhabits, the purpose of which is to give expoassto human
thoughts and feelings especially to impart thenotteers. The Modern Dictionary of Sociology defilasguage as, a
universal form of human behavior involving symbotiommunication through a culturally accepted syste#nsound
patterns having standardized meaning. Languagepetaand expresses the cultural heritage. Langskijje needed to

interact in social situations.
Need for the Study

English acts as a link language in India and isagomwindow on the modern world. Such is the impoce of
English and is essential to use correct Englishpieech and writing. Women education in India playey role in the
social and economic development of the country.cBting a woman uplifts her life and her entire figmit is a fact that
any educated women will definitely support the edion of her child especially a girl child and piger a better guidance

to her children. Educated women will easily imbée independent and progressive outlook in her ihildStudies at
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women college students’ level are found to be igadée to eradicate the difficulties in shedding tb# difficulties in
developing the communicative skills. The investigatherefore, felt the need of the study. Beaimgnind, the failing
conditions of the female student to get mastehefbasic communicative skills in English at thewem college level, the
investigator has adopted the present study. Anngnalduate women student when completes his colases competitive
world and is forced thrive it. Fluency in Englishesking and writing forms the pavement for the radidsuccess.
Realizing importance of English, the investigatas lopted to make a study on Problems faced by waoléege students

in learning active skills in English in relationtioe related variables.

OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS OF THE KEY TERMS

Problems
Problems in this study refer to something thaifiécdit and has to be examined carefully for auswin.
Women College Students

College is a place that gives women student’s fjcafion at the level of a university degree, oftarthe skills

they need to do a particular job. The learnersisf‘institution’ are referred to as college stutdein this study.
Active Skills

Language learning includes four basic skills. Theg listening, speaking, reading and writing. Toerfer two
are known as oracy and the latter two are knowtitemicy both these form the linguacy. The skilfsspeaking and
writing are used as the channels of sending infdomaThe ability to speak and write English flugris referred to as

Active Skills in this study.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

* To find out the problems faced by women collegadsits in learning active skills (speaking and wgji in

English.

» To find out the significant difference, if any, tseten English and mother Tongue as the medium glict®on at
school level by the women college students in thedblems in learning active skills in English withspect to

the medium of study at school level.

e To find out the significant difference, if any, eten rural and urban women college students im gieblems in

learning active skills in English with respect e tocality at home.
HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY
» The level of problems learning active skills of wemcollege students is moderate.

* There is no significant difference between Engtisld mother tongue as the medium of instructiorclwal level
by the women college students in their problemganning active skills in English with respect e tmedium of

study at school level.

e There is no significant difference between rural anban women college students in their problemganning

active skills in English with respect to the lotakt home.
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METHODOLOGY

Normative survey method has been adapted in thi/sA questionnaire was developed to find outgiablems

in learning active skills in English at women cgkelevel.
POPULATION AND SAMPLE

The student studying in the women college is theufation for this study. The investigator used @nd
sampling technique for selecting the sample forifmegstigation. The investigation randomly selec28d@ women college

students.
Tool use for the Study

The investigator has used self made tool. Probliaesd by women college students in learning actkits in

English.
Statistical Techniques Applied
The statistical applications percentage analysis'tatest was applied for the study.

DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

e This study is delimited to 297 students only.

» This study is delimited to women college studemiy.o

» Only a few variables were selected for the study.

» Only a few problems of learning active skills ingtish are included in the questionnaire.

DATA ANALYSES AND FINDINGS OF THE STUDY
Hypothesis

Table 1: Table Showing the Level of Problems Facday Women College
Students in Learning Active Skills in English

Low Medium High
Category| Number NO % NoO % NO %
Total 297 50 16.8 203 68.4 44 14.8

From the above table, it is inferred that, 68.4%moimen college students have medium level of problén
learning active skills, 14.8% of women college siuid have high level of problems in learning actikils and 16.8% of

women college students have low level of problemigarning active skills.
Hypothesis
Table 2: T-Test Showing the Difference between Engh and Mother Tongues the Medium of

Instruction at School Level by the Women College Stlents in their Problems in Learning Active
Skills in English with Respect to the Medium of Stdy at School Level

Variable Category N | Mean | Standard Deviation | t-value | Remark (5% level)
Medium of study| English 91| 168.85 38.582 8604 | Sianificant
at school level Mother Tongue| 206 208.6¢ 32.200 ' 9
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It is inferred from the table t-value is greatearitable value; the null hypothesis is rejectefl percent level of
significance. Hence concluded that there is sigaift difference between English and mother tongutha medium of
instruction at school level by the women collegelstts in their problems in learning active skil€nglish with respect

to the medium of study at school level.

The mean scores show that students having mothguéoas the medium of study at school level aradamore
problem than the student having English as the amedif study at school level in their problems fabgdvomen college

students in learning active skills in English wigspect to Medium of study at school level.
Hypothesis

Table 3: T- Test Showing the Difference between Rat and Urban Women College Students in
their Problems in Learning Active Skills in Englishwith Respect to the Locality at Home

Variable Category | N | Mean | Standard Deviation | t-Value | Remark (5% level)
. Rural 168| 206.68 34.372 _—
Locality at home Urban 120 18312 20378 5.311 | Significant

It is inferred from the table t-value is greateairitthe table value; the null hypothesis is rejeetiesl percent level
of significance. Hence concluded that there isifigant difference between rural and urban womellege students in

their problems in learning active skills in Englisith respect to the locality at home.

The mean scores show that the rural students faces problem than the urban students in their jproblin

learning active skills in English with respect tz4lity at home.
EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS

e Students using mother tongue as a medium in teaiming, are found to have more problems than Emgli
medium students. Fluency can be acquired only lagctiming. So practice is needed. Practice of répeti
introducing language games inside the classroomyldhbe given for the Mother tongue students. Ma&io

methods like debate, discussion, seminar, extempspeeech, role play, instant vocabulary may bdiegp

» Second year students face more problems than géaerstudents. Teachers must boost the studertisavaoft
cornered nature, so that the students can freqlyesx their ideas and suggestions. It will remdwar tfear and
promote the socialization among the other stud@yecial care must be given for the second yedests. It is

better to teach with simple and then go for complea in the beginning stage.
 Maximum exposure to the target spoken and wrigigliage should be given for the students.

e The students should be given practice to spealathguage not only with proper pronunciation bubalgth

proper stress and intonation.
* Known sounds should be taught first so that themg be no confusion in the pronunciation of worldsken.
»  Fluency drill may be given through action, pictueesl speech.
»  Skill of observation should also be developed tiostievelop fluency in English.

» Exercises like tongue-twisters can be given forstiuelents to train their vocal cords.
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e The teacher should read their writing and unlegdesits do this with genuine interest the writinglskecomes
entirely meaningless for students. The teacher, gdes over their writings, correct their mistaked sakes an

interest in what they have written, can still beeady source of inspiration to the students fornmivegful writing.

* In order to improve their writing skill, the teactsghould give the composition. The topic for comfos should
be interest in and within the experience of theetis. Another important thing is to make the waraningful

for the students.

»  Writing letters to friends describing or narratisgme interesting things or incidents can be onb sueganingful

and inspiring activity to enhance the writing skill

SUGGESTION FOR FURTHER STUDIES

» This study can be extended to more number of saordeea.
» Studies can be conducted with all professionakgalistudents to know their problems in active skillEnglish.

» Studies can be conducted among Tamil Medium stadaeniigher secondary and secondary level to kieiv t

problems in active skills in English.

e Studies can be conducted on the problems facedabnl medium students in learning and active sklglish in

English medium schools.

» Investigation can be conducted to find out ways am@thods to improve fluency in speaking and writing

English.
* The speculative reasons given for various findingbis study may be tested experimentally.
CONCLUSIONS

English occupies important positions in our counfrige person’s personality has been measured bgritisher
way of speaking and writing. So the skill of spemkand writing has to be developed better in celllsyel itself. In the
present scenario of world as a global village, ¢tbenmon language is inevitable. English deserveketdhe common
language of the world, so skill of speaking andtimgi English is the need of the hour. Some collsgglents find it
difficult to cope up with this need.Teachers musbaoost the students with a soft cornered natodhat the students
can feel express their ideas and suggestions insieeclassroom. It will remove psychological fearomote and
socialization among the students and the problewedf by them in speaking and writing English cardoleiced. This will

make them speak and write English better and bgtwta survive in this shrinking world.
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