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ABSTRACT

Walter Bagehot attempted to solve the problem cwmmak of assuming the truth of the doctrine of raltur
selection, and how to account for the momentoussitian from the brute level of the struggle foistence to a human
level of social organization and cooperation. T@@&awot this problem was the essential one and thddall subsequent
development of the human race. In answering hiblpro Bagehot brings to light the role played by itational and

sub-rational forces of human nature inherited fthencountless ages of revolutionary process.
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INTRODUCTION

During the earlier part of the T9century, the social phenomena was sought to berstbd biologically.
Spencer was the leading thinker of the biologichlos! of thought. But the application of biology gocial sciences is
confused as society is a mental structure. Statdtannstitutions are the product of mind and theyst be interpreted in
terms of mind. This attempt to understand polittogthavior of man in terms of the working of mindswaade towards the
later part of the nineteenth century by thinkeke Walter Bagehot, Graham Wallas and McDougall.sEhiinkers put
emphasis on mind and not on matter. They emphadhlmdole of instincts, impulses, customs and tiaas in the
determination of human behavior. Their psychololgiggroach has been very useful in understandingyrofithe social

and political problems and in finding their solutso

Psychology had not been completely ignored in tist. pAristotle had taken a particular view of mamasure. He
interpreted man as a rational creature who is maowexttion by reason. Plato’s conception of thdgsbipher king is the
logical view of the assumption about the naturenafn. Thereafter, Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau andhiddadli rest
upon different conceptions about the nature of niemtham and J.S. Mill were of the view that marthisroughly
rational and his action is guided by conscious yticsf pleasure and avoidance of pain. But inspirthat no proper study
of the psychological aspect of man was conductdis Was mainly done by the thinkers of modern palitschool of
thought. According to the modern school of thougbtv a days, the human mind and human personalitg bacome
complex. There are many factors which influencelidlkavior of man. So all the factors should beistudegarding the

nature of man.

There is an emotional element in reasoning ancetisea rational element in emotions. Reasons araliens act
together. This realization challenged the polititedory which was based on the autonomy of readsrGraham Wallas
said, “Politics is only in a slight degree the pwotof conscious reason; it is largely a mattesudf-conscious process of

habit and instinct, suggestion and imitation. Mam icreature compact of emotions, impulses anthatst as well as the
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conscious reason”. The most important change btoalgbut by the psychologists has to force the ipalithinkers to
analyze political institutions in terms of actuabhgtice and behavior of people. Since their timektipal thought has
become more empirical and scientific. Accordinghte contemporary psychologists, the human mindispassive. The

environment itself changes according to the intgiion which the mind makes.

Walter Bagehot is the leader of psychological stlaathought in England. His work ‘Physics and Fo#§’
changed the political theorists into social psyogdts. They have approached the facts of groepalif the assumption
that these facts are facts of group consciousnabsan be described and explained by the methochvéhnatural science
uses in order to describe and explain the factaatfer. His book was really the beginning of thggh®logical method.
According to Prof. Hearnshaw, “Physics and Politica sociological footnote to the doctrine of exin prevailing in the
sixties”. Bagehot has been rightly called a piorieethe field of psychological approach. AccorditagBagehot, social
development is made possible by the developmetiieofndividual. The development of the individusidue to the fact
that the mind in some strange way store up theamprences and somehow the result, as a rule and aoym®nough,
goes down to our descendents. In other words, tsogiews because individual grows and the individyaws because
his experiences that are somehow stored up ingheuns tissues of the brain are passed on to feprivfgs by heredity.

He was of the view that acquired characters aresinssible.

Progress is made possible because of the camdidhg individuals to acquire through consciouseff. By such
efforts they acquire certain qualities which they mbt possess before and then transmit them to dfffspring. The
formula of progress is Effort, Conservation andribBraission. As regards the nature of the heritagehvé generation
receives from the preceding generation it is papthysical and partly psychological. The physicatt gansists of the
reflexes which have become ingrained in the nentisgsies — our actions, impulses and instincts. gdyehological part
consists of the customs and traditions in the noéisthich we grow and which shape our actions. étgarded tradition or

the cake of custom as he called it, the principeidr in the making of modern nations.

In the process of social development, Bagehot heked out three stages — the stage of no poligysthge of
fixed polity and the stage of flexible polity. Tlethree stages may also be given the name of pneliynage, military age
and the age of discussion. In the preliminary dgeet was no polity or organization. People liveel life of a brute, the
life which Hobbes portrayed for the man in the staf nature. In this age there were no traditionkrmmwledge. There
was a keen struggle for existence but soon thelpagme to realize that in the struggle for exiséerfan aggregate of
families owing to have even a slippery allegiancatsingle head would be sure to have the better sdt of families
acknowledging to obedience to anyone, but scafjelimse about the world and fighting where theyodto“This
realization led to the development of cooperatioach Bagehot writes: ‘Unless can make a strong exajve bond, your
society will be conquered and killed out by someeotsociety which has such a bond.” In this waystbeond stage in the
process of social development is reached in whichig solidarity enforced through group customs.sEheustoms bring
out conformity on the part of individuals to theeds of society and tend to make it strong. Durlmg stage customs
dominated the life of people. Obedience to them stastly enforced and made obligatory. There wasotutely no scope
for any dissent. There was no freedom of thoughitation was the order of the day and complete wEed was
demanded of every member of the group. In thisesthg obedience to the customs was strictly enfoered made

obligatory. It was a stage of fixed polity.
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Bagehot lays great emphasis on the role of unconsdmitation. He writes, “The truth is that theopensity of
man to imitate what is before him is one of thermsgest parts of his nature. We must not think the imitation is
voluntary or even conscious. On the contrary, & it& seats mainly in very obscure parts of thedmivhose notions, so
far from having been consciously produced, arelizdedt to exist.” It is this unconscious tenderoyimitate that helps in
creating the cake of customs and making it poweBabehot’s contention is that a vast majority of actions are based
upon this habit of unconscious imitation and natruponscious reasoning. If the society is to makepogress, the cake
of custom must be broken but it is not easy to doQGnly discussion can breakdown such barriers.eQfiscussion
entered into the custom ridden society, it madepti@ple question the utility of customs and madssiixbe the spread of
new ideas. The people became quite and consciotieinactions. The stage of fixed polity gave plac the stage of
flexible polity thus bringing in progress and neseas. According to Bagehot “Only those societias iwake progress
which have broken the customs and entered intoatee of discussion. Only discussion can substittiiesscope for
government by discussion in place of the governrgrdespotism. Hence it can introduce the elemgliperalism in the

political fabric of society. It can modify humantnee and teach them to think before they leap”.

Bagehot is famous not only for his psychologicgbrapch to the study of social and political phenoanbut is
also known for introducing a new approach to therpretation of the English political institutionm this field his
contribution can be found in his another great wirke English Constitution’. Prior to Bagehot, ctngions were
deemed only as legal structures. He traces theessftd working of the British constitution not teetlegal framework it
provides but to the character of English men. Adowy to Prof. Dicey, “Bagehot has brought more klealge of life and

originality of mind to the elucidation of the thgand practice of English politics than any othemnsince Burke”.

Recent psychological school has upset the tramitipolitical thought which rested on the Aristatliassumption
that, man is a rational being. The new developmieat® drawn the attention of political thinkerghe actual working of
human mind. The labours of writers like Graham \A&glIMcDougall, Bagehot, Durkheim and Ross havenguginsight
into the many forces which work on human mind anfiuence social relationships. They have throwrntlign the
importance of instinct and impulse, custom anditi@d in our political behavior and laid emphasis the need of their
study. To deal with mankind in groups as if eachhlin being is a pure intelligence introduced by éonas a great error.
The ways in which the politicians influence thecébeate stand exposed today. The way in which gpedeercises control
over its members is much different from the wawiich the state enforces obedience upon its memibhais knowledge
of social control can certainly be very helpfulthe government. The knowledge of psychology provide the data on the
basis of which we can decide about legislation. Tdie of public opinion and propaganda has beemliglgted. The

psychologists have taught us that poltical andadq@eoblems is the product of political and sosiakness.
CONCLUSIONS

All modern psychologists have come to regard thedw mind and human personality as much more complex
than the older view. They have brought to light gaet that the unconscious elements play in deténgithe man’s
actions. They also emphasized the idea of the uoftymind. The most important change brought abowtthe
psychologists has to force the political thinkersahalyze political institutions in terms of actpahctice and behavior of
people. Since their times, political thought hasdme empirical and scientific. It attempts to dscthe actual political

phenomena, to analyze them and draw lessons frem.tBagehot occupies a prominent place in Engliditigal thought.
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He was a highly suggestive writer. His emphasitherrole of unconscious imitation and discussiehdebsequent writers

to carry further his approach and add more to wimtsaid. He has exercised an abiding influence aselitical

psychologist and made a valuable beginning tow#rdspsychological approach to the problems of jslitHe had a

versatile and a prolific mind that had the capadfypresenting old subjects into a new light. Hisatment of the

psychological factors in political behavior was thest penetrating of his time and may be said i haaugurated the

modern psychological school of political thought.
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