TEXTILES FROM SCYTHIAN BURIAL COMPLEXES

In the early Iron Age epoch the Northern Pon-
tic steppes were inhabited by various nomadic
tribes - Cimmerians, Scythians and Sarmatians.
The Scythians left the most prominent trace in
the history and material culture. More than 3
thousand Scythian kurhans were excavated in
the steppes of North Pontic Area. Large amount
of artifacts were found in the investigated tombs.
Among them there were weapons, tools, house-
hold items (including mirrors), jewelry and sets
of clothes. Many of these articles were in leather
or made of cloth covers. But unfortunately the
leather and textiles items were preserved just in
exceptional cases.

The fullest representation about the cloth used by
the Scythians can be given by a costume. Some in-
formation about the Scythian costume is given by
the works of art of Greek masters. First of all, these
are the toreutics works: ceremonial metal bowls,
decorations of goryta, jewelry, sewn plates etc.

Among the most informative images are: a neck-
ring from Kul-Oba kurhan (fig. 1/3), a comb (fig.
1/1) and a bowl from the Solokha kurhan, a bowl
from the kurhans Gaymanova Mogyla, Kul-Oba
(fig. 1/2) and Chastye Kurhany; an amphora from
Chertomlyk; pectoral from Tolstoya Mogyla; gold
plaques from the kurhans Kul-Oba, Solokha,
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Berdyansk and others (Piotrovsky, Galanina,
Grach 1986). On these objects we can see various
details of the costume. Often, they appear so re-
alistic that we can suppose what the nature of the
materials and cut of clothes of Scythian warriors
were. We can assert that there were two styles of
trousers - tight-fitting shape and wide trousers.
Moreover, the wide trousers, according to the soft
folds, were made from a quite thin fabric. Scyth-
ian caftans are double-breasted. Their front flaps
are made in the form of a triangle (or a gore) (fig.
1/1). Often on the border of the outerwear we can
see the fur trimming. The clothes are bind with
a narrow belt. Footwear corresponds to the low
boots made of soft leather, tied with long tight
straps. On various items all these details are usu-
ally repeated. Therefore, such images can be con-
sidered as a reliable ethnographic source.

As we can see, the costume of a male warrior is
depicted on these things. Occasionally there are
some items with the images of Amazons. Among
them we can mention a sword sheath from the
kurhan Chertomlyk and a kalathos from Bolshaia
Bliznitsa kurhan (fig. 2/1) (Piotrovsky, Galanina,
Grach 1986), Greek painted vases (fig. 2/2). But
as correctly notified the Greek maters, the cos-
tume of Scythian Amazon did not differ from

Fig. 1. A male warrior’s costume in the toreutics works.
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Fig. 2. Images of women in the works of art.

the costume of a man. The images of women are
extremely rare. They are presented on a plate
from the kurhan Karagodeuashkh (fig. 2/3), gold
plates from the kurhans Chertomlyk (fig. 2/4)
and Nosaki (Piotrovsky, Galanina, Grach 1986).
Typically, this is the image of the goddess. At the
same time everyday clothes of the Scythian wom-
en were ignored by the ancient artists.

Ancient Greek authors left really scanty informa-
tion about fabrics, which were used by the Scyth-
ians. For example, Herodotus, who described the
events of the 5" century BC, in his “ICTORIAI” re-
ported that in the country of the Scythians there
was cannabis (Herodotus 1V, 74). In the territory
of modern Ukraine this culture appeared appar-
ently due to advancements of the nomads. Strabo
in “TEQI'PA®IKA” wrote about the widespread
use of flax in the Mediterranean. According to
him, in the territories of Thrace and Colchis they
grew the flax and weaved the cloth from it (Strabo
X1, 2:17).

In Scythian burials the remains of textiles are ex-
tremely rare. These are usually small pieces of tis-
sue, fragments of joints or imprint on metal arti-
cles (for example, on the bronze mirrors or on the
iron arrowheads). The study of these materials is
difficult because of a bad preservation of organic
materials in the conditions of the steppe region.

The remains of the different fabrics are fixed
in a series of burials (Gleba, Krupa 2012, 405-
407). The pieces of linen cloth were found
in: kurhan n. 22, tomb 2 near the village Volnaya
Ukraina (Kherson region), kurhan n. 12 at Nosaki
village, kurhan Chertomlyk (Dnipropetrovsk re-
gion) (Rolle, Murzin, Alekseev 1991, 208, N2134).

The tissues made from plants and a woolen one
remained in a kurhan Vishnevaia Mogyla (Zapor-
izhia region) (ITpwtunko, boarpuk 1991, 26-30)
and kurhan Blyznets-2 (Dnipropetrovsk region)
(fig. 3/1) (Pomamiko, Cxopsriit 2009, puc. 68, 92;
Kpyma 2009, 151-152; Krupa 2012).

Fragments of woolen fabrics were found in
kurhan n. 26 near Kholodnyi Yar (Cherkasy re-
gion). The textile with linen weave remained
there with the embroidery and blue, red and yel-
low paint traces extant on it (Iletpenko 1967, 29).
Several scraps of various sizes were founded in
kurhan Chertomlyk. One fragment with a coars-
er weave has an edge bent in the form of a joint
(Rolle, Murzin, Alekseev 1991, N2120, 127, 135).
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Fig. 3. The remains of the different fabrics from scythian burials: 1 - kurhan Blyznets-2;
2, 3 - Ryzhanovskyi kurhan.

Satin fabrics are also known. For example, in
the women’s grave of the kurhan Tolstaya Mogyla
(Dnipropetrovsk region). The clothes of a Scyth-
ian woman were sewn from satin, made by the
following scheme: seven threads of the warp are
over the thread of the weft, and one is under it
(eight-thread structure) (MosoneBchkuii 1979,
206, puc. 136). There is no information about the
composition of raw materials in this case.

Several scraps of different fabrics were preserved
in the male grave in Ryzhanovskyi kurhan
(Cherkasy region) (Chochorowski, Grigor'ev,
Skoryj 1996). Four types of fabrics were identi-
fied. Mainly there were gray or brown fragments
made from rather thick threads. Embroidery and
a hemmed edge were preserved on some of them.

1. One fragment of textile was woven from wool
threads and embellished with embroidery. Back-
ground, on which was made a pattern is almost
lost. The pattern is made in the form of a rosette
with eight petals. The contours of this rosette are
also underlined with embroidery (fig. 3/2). The
embroidery is made with thick threads of plant
origin (probably hemp) in chain stitch technique.

2. A scrap of strip of a fabric (size 9x6 cm) of
plant origin fibers. The threads of different thick-
ness, plain weave, slightly twisted (density: 8x8

threads) (fig. 3/3). The short stitches of seam are
clearly visible on both sides; this seam is called
“over the edge”. This seam can play also a decora-
tive role. On the surface of the strip the stains of
dark brown color were preserved. Probably these
are the traces of painting.

3. A few more pieces represent the woolen cloth
of a complex structure. We can see a twill texture.
We can also see a pattern on the certain pieces
of fabric; it is made in tapestry technique. These
fabrics are known among the findings in the
Northern Black Sea Greek necropolis (babeHko,
Bpenuc, Kiouko 1999).

4. Some more small patches of woolen fabric of
linen structure conserved very badly.

Review of materials from Scythian kurhans al-
lows suggests that for flax, hemp and wool were
used for the fabrication of the tissue. The fabric
of linen and twill structure was produced with
these materials. Apparently the thick felt was also
produced. Silk fabrics were also used (Kiouko,
Bacina 2004, 34).

As we can see there are just the tiny scraps of fab-
ric and sets of decorative plates as only represen-
tation of clothes in the graves of Scythians. Most
often these are the gold appliqués of a costume.
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Fig. 4. Kurhan Tolstaya Mogyla: 1 - golden appliqués of a costume; 2 - the reconstruction of ceremonial dress
(by L. Klochko).

If we compare these elements with the images on
the works of art, we can try to recreate the cos-
tume or some of its elements. The headdresses
— the caps and shawls were decorated with the
gold plaques. There were also sleeves, the front
upper part and flaps of the outerwear, footwear
(as in kurhan Tolstaya Mogyla) (fig. 4/1). Golden
appliqués on the clothes of the nomads appeared
in the 5™ century BC. In the 4% century BC this
method of costume decoration became popular
throughout the Scythia. The costume was com-
pleted by the jewelry - necklaces, earrings, brace-
lets and rings. Naturally such trimming is typical
only for a costume of the representative of social
elite of the Scythian society. The costume of ordi-
nary Scythian girl was much more modest. Due
to the metallic applications it was possible to re-
construct ceremonial dress of the Scythians from
Tolstaya Mogyla (fig. 4/2) and other burial com-
plexes.

An interesting finding was discovered in the vault
n. 620 of the necropolis Ust™-Alma (near the
village Peschanoe, South-West Crimea) (fig. 5/1).
It dates to the middle - the third quarter of the 1%
century BC. Due to the preservation of several de-
tails of clothes here, Tatiana Krupa reconstructs
a whole costume of a woman. Such details were
preserved in this tomb: 1) the remnants of the
headdress (wood, tissue and gold foil); 2) the re-
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Fig. 5. The vault n. 620 of the necropolis Ust™-Alma:
1 the plan of the grave (fragment); 2 the reconstruc-
tion of costume complex (by T. Krupa).



E. Fialko, Yu. Boltryk, Textiles from scythian burial complexes

Fig. 6. Kurhan Vyshneva Mogila: 1 - the plan of the grave (fragment); 2 - a kind of sarcophagus with a curved
wooden frame (by Ya. Prilipko and Yu. Boltryk).

mains of two dresses (woolen cloth of two types
and the golden applications); 3) the remains of
footwear (red leather and glass beads). Further-
more, the costume was completed with the jew-
elry: gold earrings, a necklace and bracelets of
beads, a ring and a fibula (Kpyma 2007, 162-163).

Woman'’s clothes consisted of: the lower dress
(red — brown wool with a blue stripe), decorated
with gold plaques; and outer dress looked like a
robe (red wool from Asia Minor), decorated in
the center and on the edge of the sleeves with
sewn patches. The location of the applications
on both dresses proves that this costume was
originally modeled as a single set. In addition the
ensemble includes high boots of soft red-brown
leather and a headdress like kalathos (fig. 5/2).
It is clear that in this case we see the full dress of
a representative of the Scythian aristocracy. Tex-
tile (fine-fleece wool) for clothing was apparently
imported.

Funerary complex of the 4™ century BC discovered
in the kurhan Vishneva Mogyla (Zaporozhye
region, Ukraine) (fig. 6/1) is extremely important.

Burial of the Scythian girl remained undisturbed
in the ground crypt. The unique preservation of
textile and leather remains allowed reconstruct-
ing the entire multicomponent costume of the
Scythian girl.

A girl aged eight to ten was lying on her back
(head to the west) in a kind of sarcophagus with
a curved wooden frame. The bottom of the so-
called sarcophagus was made of laths and cov-
ered with leather piece. It was secured by leath-
er straps (fig. 6/2). On top, there were layer of
grass, piece of linen and thick pile mat. Examina-
tion of textiles and other organic materials, par-
ticularly their details (seams, edges, strings and
other things) preserved in the tomb, allowed to
restore the entire costume. The latter consisted
of six types of clothing: undershirt, hip, shoulder,
shoes, hat and removable jewelry. Different parts
of the clothes were made of different materials
— white linen, orange satin, reddish-brown wool,
black cloth, fur and red leather (ITpmrumnko,
Bostpuk 1991).

Set components were as follows:
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Fig. 7. Kurhan Vyshneva Mogila. Details of Scythian girl’s costume set: 1, 2 sleeveless jacket; 3, 4 - wrapper skirt;
5-7 - long shirt (by Ya. Prilipko).
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1) Long white linen shirt with long one-piece
sleeves (fig. 7/5-7). Along the sleeve face, there
were appliqués (2 cm wide bright orange satin
stripe in the center and two narrow (1 cm wide)
scarlet strips on the sides). Either of the sleeves
being added by three leather straps with beads.

2)Wrapper skirt (fig. 7/3-4) consists of two
reddish-brown wool sheets, sewn to the mid-
length, with tassels on the corners. Folded fab-
ric is wrapped around the hips and tied behind
with woven belt with eyed bead.

3)Sleeveless jacket of black cloth with long
wedge-shaped front laps (fig. 7/1-2). It is likely
that it had a tunic cut (seamless). The right la-
pel was decorated with wide edging (possibly
wool).

4)On her feet the girl had stockings of thin soft
fabric. Scrim puttees (?) were wrapped over
them.

5) Shoes were made of a single piece of red leath-
er with stitched toes and backs (fig. 8).

6)Headpiece was a leather strap with dark blue
eyed bead and temporal pendants.

7) Colorful glass beads complemented the cos-
tume (fig. 9).

Well, this is a single paleo-costume complex in
the Northern Black Sea region. That is why now
it became the reference of early nomads’ female
costume of this region. It is notable that some ele-
ments of the above Scythian costume are similar
to those of the Ukrainian national one (Omxapenko
1992; Bosrpuk 2007).

Review of remnants from the Scythian burial
complexes testifies that the people of Scythia
were able to treat various types of raw materials

r-':.f--:%‘)

Fig. 8. Kurhan Vyshneva Mogila. The reconstruction
of shoes (by Ya. Prilipko).

Fig. 9. Costume set of Scythian girl from Kurhan Vysh-
neva Mogila. The reconstruction (by Ya. Prilipko and

Yu. Boltryk).
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Fig. 10. Vertical loom from Belskoye settlement. The
reconstruction (by A. Scherban).
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— plant origin and wool. They used (and probably
produced) different types of textiles — linen, twill
and patterned weave. We can not say with cer-
tainty what type of weaving loom they used. It is
well known that in Greece and Greek states of the
North Pontic Area vertical looms were employed
while in the Near East and Egypt horizontal ones
(TavimykeBuu 1952, 403-497; Jlykac 1956, 237;
Ruffle 1977, 169). Ethnographic data suggest that
the nomads preferred horizontal looms easy to
disassemble (Babenko, Bpeauc, Kimouko 1999).

In the region of the Left-Bank Forest-Steppe of
Ukraine in the 7" - early 6" century they were
supposed to use horizontal looms. Since the end
of the 6th until early 3™ century B.C., vertical
looms were employed within this area. Remains
of loom for manufacturing fabrics 1 m wide (fig.
10) were found at the Belskoye settlement. It
is not improbable that for some time these two
types of looms coexisted (Illep6anp 2007, 150-
156, figs. 71-72). It is quite possible Scythians also
tnial dress.
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Panza din complexele funerare scitice

Rezumat
Tn stepele din nordul Mirii Negre au fost cercetati peste trei mii de tumuli scitici, din care provine un numar con-
siderabil de artefacte. Tns#, hainele din piele si panzi se Intalnesc foarte rar. Informatii mai ample despre imbri-
camintea scitilor ofera piesele de toreutica, confectionate de mesterii greci, — cupele de metal, placile ce serveau
pentru impodobirea tolbelor, aplicele etc. Pe ele pot fi urmirite unele detalii ale costumului. Tn unele cazuri, imagi-
nile de pe aceste piese sunt atat de detaliate, Tncat se poate presupune ce material a fost utilizat si care a fost croirea
Tmbracamintei. De reguld, pe obiectele de toreutica este redat costumul militarilor barbati sau al amazoanelor,
Tmbracamintea obisnuita a femeilor ramanand, practic, necunoscuta.
Tn aceasti ordine de idei destul de important este complexul funerar din sec. IV a. Chr., descoperit n tumulul de
la VisSnevaja Mogila (reg. ZaporoZzie, Ucraina). Aici, intr-un cavou din pamant, s-a pastrat intact mormantul unei
fete scite. Starea exceptionala de conservare a raimagitelor de panza si piele a permis reconstituirea intregului set
de imbracaminte a defunctei. Setul era alcdtuit din sase tipuri de Tmbracaminte: de corp; de acoperire a coapselor,
a umerilor; de Tnvelire a télpilor; acoperaminte de cap si podoabe detasabile. Diferite elemente ale Tmbracamintei
sunt facute din diferite materiale: tesatura din panza alba, panza portocalie din atlaz, 1ana de culoare rosie-cafenie,
postav negru, blana, piele rosie.
Este unicul complex paleocostumologic din nordul Marii Negre, considerat Tn prezent drept etalon al costumului
purtat de femeile nomazilor timpurii din aceasta regiune.

Lista ilustratiilor:

Fig. 1. Reprezentarea costumului unui militar scit pe obiecte de toreutica.

Fig. 2. Reprezentarea femeii pe piese de toreutica: 1, 2 - amazoane; 3, 4 - divinitati.

Fig. 3. Buciti de diferite panze din Tnmormantarile scitice: 1 - tumulul Bliznec-2; 2, 3 - tumulul RyZanovka.

Fig. 4. Tumulul Tolstaja Mogila: 1 - aplici din aur, descoperite in camera funerara; 2 - reconstituirea costumului
(dupai L. Klochko).

Fig. 5. Cavoul nr. 620, necropola Ust'-Alma: 1 - planul camerei funerare (fragment); 2 - reconstituirea costumului
(dupa T. Krupa).

Fig. 6. Tumulul ViSnevaja Mogila: 1 - planul camerei funerare (fragment); 2 - reconstituirea sicriului (dupa Ya.
Prilipko si Yu. Boltryk).

Fig. 7. Tumulul Visnevaja Mogila. Detalii ale costumului fetei scite: 1-2 - bluzi; 3-4 - fustd; 5-7 - camasa de corp
(dupa Ya. Prilipko).

Fig. 8. Tumulul ViSnevaja Mogila. Croirea si reconstituirea incaltamintei din piele (dupa Ya. Prilipko).

Fig. 9. Tumulul ViSnevaja Mogila. Reconstituirea costumului (dupa Ya. Prilipko si Yu. Boltryk).

Fig. 10. Reconstituirea razboiului de tesut vertical, descoperit in cetatea de la Bel’sk (dupa A. Scherban).

TekcTHIb N3 MOTPedATBHBIX KOMILIEKCOB CKU(OB

Pesrome
B cremsx CeBepHoro IIpruepHOMOPbsI pacKoIaHo 6osiee 3 ThICAY CKU(DCKUX KypraHoB. B HMccieZioBaHHBIX TIOTpe-
GeHHUsIX 00HAPYKEHO OOJIBIIIOE KOJTUYECTBO apTehaKTOB, OTHAKO U3ZETUA U3 KOXKU U TEKCTUJISI COXPAHSAIOTCS B
eTMHUYHBIX crydasax. O KocTioMe cKr¢0OB HEKOTOPOE IIPe/ICTaBJIeHNE AAI0T MPOU3BEEHUS TPEYECKUX MACTEPOB.
[Ipexxze Bcero, 3TO MPOU3BEIEHUS TOPEBTUKU — IIAPA/IHbIE METAJUIMYECKIE YalllH, YKPaIlleH!s TOPUTOB, HAIIIMB-
Hble OJIAMIKY U Ap. Ha HUX BUHBI Pa3IUYHbIE AETaIN KOCTIoMa. IHOTZIJa OHU HACTOJIBKO JIETAITM3UPOBAHBI, UTO
MOZKHO TIPE/IITOJIOKUTh MaTepruas U KpoH ofexasl. OlHaKO, KaK IMPaBWIO, Ha 3TUX MpeAMeTaX U300pakeH KO-
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CTIOM MY>KYHH-BOMHOB MJIM aMa30HOK. [IOBCETHEBHBIM KOCTIOM CKHU(MCKUX KEHIUH OCTaBajics 6e3 BHUMAaHUS
MacTepOB.

B 3T0i1 CBSA3HM Upe3BBIUAMHO BaXKeH NOrpe0aIbHBIA KOMILIEKC 4 B. /IO H.9., OTKPBITHIH B Kyprane BumrHeBas Mo-
rwia (3amoposkckas 061, YKkpauHa). B rpyHTOBOM cKJlelle He IOTPEBOKEHHBIM COXPAHUJIOCH 3aXOPOHEHME Jie-
BOYKH-CKU(DAHKU. YHUKAJIbHASI COXPAHHOCTH TEKCTHJIBHBIX M KOKAHBIX OCTATKOB ITO3BOJIMJIA PEKOHCTPYUPOBATD
BeCh MHOTOKOMITOHEHTHBIN KOCTIOM CKU(DSAHKH. OH COCTOST U3 IIECTH POJIOB OZIEXK/IbI: HATEJIbHOM, HabeIPEeHHOMH,
IJIEYEBOH, HACTOITHOM, TOJIOBHOTO YOOPa M CheMHBIX YKpAIlleHH . Pa3IMuHbIe YacTH OZIEXK/IbI CIETaHbI U3 PA3HbIX
MaTepUaJIoB, 3TO: OeJiasi MOJIOTHAHASA TKaHb, OPAHIKEBAs ATJIACHAS TKAHb, KPACHOBATO-KOPUYHEBAS IIEPCTh, YEP-
HOE CYKHO, M€eX, KpacHas KOKa.

310 enuHCTBeHHBIN B CeBepHOM [IpHUepHOMOPDE MAIE0KOCTIOMOJIOTUYECKUN KOMILIEKC, ABJISIOIINICSA B HACTOS-
I1lee BpeMs 3TAJIOHHBIM IIPUMEPOM KEHCKOTO KOCTIOMAa PAaHHUX HOMAJIOB ATOTO PETHOHA.

Cnucox unantocmpayuil:

Puc. 1. KocTioMm ckndcKOro MyK41uHbI-BOMHA Ha IIPOU3BE/IEHUAX TOPEBTUKHU.

Puc. 2. I306paskeHns JKeHIIMH Ha IPOU3BEZEHUAX UCKYCCTBA: 1, 2 - aMa30HKH; 3, 4 - 60:KecTBa.

Puc. 3. ®parmeHThI pa3IMYHbBIX TKaHEeH U3 CKUQCKUX MOrwiI: 1 - kyprad biusnen-2; 2, 3 - PppkaHOBCKUM KypraH.

Puc. 4. Kypran Tosicras Moruna: 1 - 30/10Tble anILUIMKAIIUN KOCTIOMA Ha MOJIY KaMephl; 2 - pEKOHCTPYKLIUA Hapaj-
Horo kocTioMma (110 JI. Kitouko).

Puc. 5. Cxutert N2620 u3 YcTb-AJTBMHUHCKOTO HEKPOIIOJA: 1 - IU1aH morpebasbHON KaMephl (pparmMeHT); 2 - peKoH-
CTpyKIHs KocTroMHOro ancam6uis (o T. Kpyme).

Puc. 6. Kypran BumneBas Moruia: 1 - miaH norpe6anabHOUM Kamepsl (GparMeHT); 2 - pEKOHCTPYKIIHSA IIJIETEHOTO
rpo6osua (o f. ITpununko u 0. BoaTpuky).

Puc. 7. Kyprau BuriaeBast Moruia. Jleranu Kkoctioma cKkugCKo 1eBOUKHU: 1-2 - 6e3pykaBka; 3, 4 - 06Ka-00TOPTKa;
5-7 - HaTesibHAsA py0Oaxa (o f. IIpuwinnko).

Puc. 8. Kypran BumneBass Morusa. BeIKpoIika ¥ peKOHCTPYKIHSA KOKaHbBIX 6ammMadkos (1o f. IIpuinmnko).

Puc. 9. PeKOHCTPYKITHS KOCTIOMHOTO aHCaMOJ1s1 IeBOUKH u3 BunrneBoit Morusel (o f. ITpununko u Y0. Boarpu-
KY).

Puc. 10. PekOHCTPYKIHS BEPTHKAJIBHOIO TKAIIKOTO CTaHKA U3 packonok bensckoro ropoauma (mo A. [lep6antio).
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