
 
 

ІСТОРІОГРАФІЯ, ДЖЕРЕЛОЗНАВСТВО 
ТА СПЕЦІАЛЬНІ ІСТОРИЧНІ ДИСЦИПЛІНИ 

 
 
 
УДК 94 (477.83.86) 
 
UKRAINIAN PUBLIC AND POLITICAL MAGAZINES OF GALICIA 1848-

1914: ANALYSIS OF SOURCES 
 

Liliya Sholohon 
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University, 

57 Shevchenko Street, Ivano-Frankivsk, 76018, Ukraine 
e-mail: liliia.shologhon@mail.ru 

 
The social-political periodicals of Galicia of 

the second half of the nineteenth – early twenti-
eth century can be divided into four groups: 
1) of people’s representatives; 2) Russophile; 
3) radical; 4) conservative. The periodicals not 
only informed about the most important events 
of the political life of the region, but they also 
paid a lot of attention to the issues of language, 
education, literature, art, poetry and prose, the 
published works of the Ukrainian writers on its 
pages. The press of that period is a valuable 
source for the study of the national cultural 
movement of the Ukrainian Galicia, as they al-
low finding out the views of the influential po-
litical forces on the various aspects of their de-
velopment and existence. Therefore, the pur-
pose of our research is to analyze the social and 
political periodicals as a basis for study of the 
national and cultural processes in the region in 
1848-1914. 

The first newspaper of people’s representa-
tives in Galicia «Zorya Galytska» was pub-
lished for the first time on May 15, 1848. 
«Zorya Galytska» as the spokesman of the 
views of the progressive wing of the Supreme 
Russian Council (the representative of the po-
litical body of the Ukrainian Austrian monarchy, 
the establishment of which was the result of the 
revolutionary events in Europe, known in his-
torical literature as the «spring of nations»), 
which in 1848 proclaimed slogans of national 
unity and independence of the Ukrainians [1]. It 
soon found a grateful reader to the mid of 1850 
and enjoyed extraordinary popularity among 

local population. Loss of many of the subscrib-
ers was connected with the political position of 
the chief editors who were the supporters of the 
Russophile ideology. The thematic turn towards 
Russophiles as a new trend has appeared since 
the mid of 1851 and the fact of the change of 
the main subject and policy drew much atten-
tion to the Galician Viceroyalty and in its turn it 
ordered not to use Russian words under the 
threat of the closure of the magazine. 

In general «Zorya Galytska» which appeared 
and was published from 1848 till 1857 con-
tained a lot of information on the history of the 
national Ukrainian cultural movement. The top-
ics published in the newspaper showed the 
Galician competition between supporters of the 
national language and culture, on the one hand, 
and the Russophile ideology on the other; so 
called veiled intervention of the state in the 
Ukrainian publishing [2]. According to the con-
tents of «Zorya Galytska» analyzed we can state 
that the representatives of the Ukrainian na-
tional elite, who undoubtedly were the editors 
and the staff of the newspaper, were able to de-
fend their own language [3], culture and at the 
same time served as good examples to follow 
for other intelligent people and they also made a 
significant contribution to the development of 
the Ukrainian literature, journalism and scien-
tific knowledge.  

The young Galician people fascinated and 
inspired by the idea of the national-cultural re-
vival continued the publishing of press in the 
60’s of the XIX century. During the 1862-1866 
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the people’s representatives were involved in 
the publication of the literary, scientific and po-
litical journals such as «Vechornytsi» (1862-
1863) [4], «Meta» (1863-1865) [5], «Nyva» 
(1865) [6], «Rusalka» (1866) [7]. Modern 
scholars referring to these magazines may not 
only trace the development of the national and 
cultural processes in Galicia in the early 60’s of 
the XIX century, but also study the duration and 
quality of the publication of the periodicals of 
the young of people’s representatives. 

The publication of the press of people’s rep-
resentatives didn’t stop, but rather gained a new 
momentum. The newspapers and magazines 
which further appeared into the world attracted 
the due attention of the reader, were issued on 
the solid material basis and were being pub-
lished for decades. Such traditions were ob-
tained by the magazine «Pravda», the first pub-
lication of which was on April 1, 1867. With 
some pauses the magazine came out into the 
world till 1898. During the 1888-1898 the jour-
nal supported the policy of «new era» (com-
promise) in the Polish-Ukrainian relations in 
Galicia, because many papers published the 
sharp criticism of the Russian policy of the 
Ukrainian government concerning the Ukrain-
ian problems in the Eastern Ukrainian region, at 
the same time ignoring attention of the national 
and cultural rights of Ukrainian eastern Galician 
by the polish officials [8]. 

In 1880 people’s representatives (narodovtsi) 
started the periodical «Dilo», the publication of 
which was an extraordinary event in the history 
of the Ukrainian press. In the prewar period the 
reader got acquainted regularly with the most 
important events that had taken place in Austria-
Hungary and the world (from January 1, 1880 
till August 29, 1914) in the magazine, until the 
publication of «Dilo» was not interrupted by the 
First World War [9]. Particular attention was 
paid to the Ukrainian national movement in 
Galicia and abroad in the newspaper. In 1888 
«Dilo» became the first Ukrainian daily news-
paper. The newspaper not only promptly in-
formed the readers about the events that had 
taken place it was also interesting and informa-
tive, moreover it always defended the Ukrainian 
national interests. Undoubtedly, all the impor-
tant aspects of the national cultural movement 
in the Ukrainian Galicia during the 80’s of the 
XIX – early XX century were reflected on the 

pages of «Dilo». As a rule, the material was 
enlightened thoroughly, comprehensively and in 
detail. The traditional manner of the team of 
journalists was to publish not one but a series of 
articles on various aspects of the problems dis-
cussed. In addition, the specificity of the daily 
newspaper publication allowed to study the 
process of making decision as to different pub-
lishing issues as well as to follow the continuity 
of the national cultural progress of the Ukrain-
ian land for a specified time period [10]. 

In general, in Galicia in the period under the 
study nine Ukrainian newspapers and maga-
zines of the social-political tendency of people’s 
representatives were published, such as «Zorya 
Galytska» (1848-1857), «Vechornytsi» (1862-
1863), «Meta» (1863-1865), «Nyva» (1865), 
«Rusalka» (1866), «Pravda» (1867-1880; 1888-
1898), «Batkivshchyna» (1879-1869), «Dilo» 
(1880-1914 ), «Svoboda» (1897-1914) [11]. 

The most notable role among the other so-
cial-political journals belongs to the newspapers 
of Russophile orientation which were classified 
in our research as the second group of periodi-
cals and it is of a paramount importance to ana-
lyze them under the chosen topic for our re-
search. The first and tremendously influential 
press organ was the newspaper «Slovo», which 
came into the world during the 1861-1887 with 
its regularity three times a week. For a long 
time its publication was very popular among the 
readers (had 1500 subscribers, allowing offset 
the costs of editing and publication), but it also 
had financial support by social activist and legal 
advisor M. Kachkovsky from Sambir, Metro-
politan of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
H. Yahymovych and in 70’s of the XIX century 
Russian government, the Ministry of Education 
and the Kyiv Slavonic Committee financially 
supported the periodicals [12]. 

In the early 60’s of the XIX century the ver-
sion of «Slovo» mainly focused on the Polish 
and Ukrainian opposition and advocated the 
preservation of the etymological spelling (mix-
ture of the Ukrainian, the Russian and the 
Church Slavonic languages), which had to em-
phasize the common cultural tradition of Rus-
sians and Ukrainians, then later it started to 
write openly about the unity of the Ukrainian 
population of Galicia with the Russians. This 
was a direct reaction to the Polish-Austrian pol-
icy in the region and even imaginary attempt to 



ІСТОРІОГРАФІЯ ТА ДЖЕРЕЛОЗНАВСТВО 123 

rely on the power of the government machinery 
of the Russian empire in defending the national 
Ukrainian rights which were under the polish 
pressure [13]. 

Some other Russophile journals were similar 
in theme and contents: «Galychanyn» (1862-
1863), (1867-1870), «Prolom» (1880-1882), 
«Novy Prolom» (1883-1887), «Chervona Rus» 
(1888-1891), «Galytska Rus» (1891-1892), 
«Galychanyn» (1893-1913), «Ruske Slovo» 
(1890-1914). Altogether eight Ukrainian public 
and political journals were issued in Galicia un-
der the studied period. The pages of the Russo-
phile orientation have completely ignored the 
Ukrainian national identity and emphasized the 
cultural and political integration of all Russian 
peoples. 

In 1890 in Galicia the periodicals of the 
Ukrainian Radical Party began being published, 
they belong to the third group of the public and 
political papers under our study. The first news-
paper of the radical wing «Narod» was pub-
lished on January 1, 1890 under the editorship 
of the famous Ukrainian scientists, writers, pub-
lic and political figures like Ivan Franko, Myk-
hailo Pavlyk, Mykhailo Drahomanov and oth-
ers. There were three Ukrainian-wing radical 
newspapers such as «Narod» (1890-1895), 
«Khliborob» (1891-1895) «Gromadsky Golos» 
(1895-1902; 1904-1914) published. On their 
pages much attention was paid to the promotion 
of their party’s ideas propaganda, polemics with 
people’s representatives and Russophiles; there 
was a sharp criticism of the national cultural 
policy of their opponents [14]. 

In general, the Ukrainian-wing of the radical 
newspapers which appeared in Galicia with 
small breaks during the 1890-1914 raised on 
their pages many important issues of the na-
tional and cultural nature. The editorial commit-
tee of the above mentioned publications in-
cluded the leading Ukrainian journalists and 
writers who published many of their works 
there. On the one hand, a thorough examination 
of the contents of such magazines as «Narod», 
«Khliborob», «Gromadsky Golos» allows us to 
determine the concept of the Ukrainian radicals, 
the way of solving unresolved issues of the na-
tional and cultural development by them, to 
analyze arguments that prove their strength in 
defense of the Ukrainian language and educa-
tion, on the other hand, they say that the radical 

newspapers made a significant contribution to 
the popularization of the achievements of the 
Ukrainian literature and science [15]. 

In January 1897, with the initiative and fi-
nancial support of a politician and a public fig-
ure of O. Barvinsky, the daily newspaper 
«Ruslan» started being published and it sup-
ported the ideology of the Catholic-Russian 
People’s Union. It laid the beginning of the con-
servative nature of the publication of the press, 
which is the fourth group of the public and po-
litical publications we have studied. The peri-
odicals ceased to be published because of the 
events of the First World War [16]. 

Undoubtedly, rightful place was given to the 
high lightening of the Ukrainian Conservative 
Party in Galicia in the newspaper, but also a lot 
of attention was paid to the use of the Ukrainian 
language, the activity of the educational institu-
tions, the civil societies’ work and other. The 
authors of the magazine, calling to use the 
Ukrainian language in everyday life, in schools, 
at the church, in the government institutions, 
stated: «The language of the people is still the 
soul of the people. The people that do not care 
about their language or despise it, kills himself 
with his own hand» [17]. 

The literary study research papers published 
on the pages of «Ruslan» belonged to the well-
known Ukrainian journalist and writer Osyp 
Makovey. Totally over 120 journalistic works 
were published in the magazine [17]. The pages 
of the magazine contained variety of materials 
and mostly objective information on events of 
the national cultural movement of the Ukrainian 
Galicia of the late nineteenth – early twentieth 
century[18]. 

Summing up it is worth mentioning that the 
pages of the Ukrainian public and political pub-
lications of Galicia include comprehensive in-
formation about the national cultural movement 
in the Ukrainian land. It should be noted that the 
most editorials and journalistic investigations in 
different political orientation were devoted to 
the Ukrainian primary, secondary and higher 
education, to the use of the Ukrainian language 
in government, school and daily life activities. 
Social-political publications regularly informed 
about the activities of the national cultural so-
cieties, paying most attention mainly to those 
who were involved in the creation of their pub-
lications. The Ukrainian literary movement has 
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also found its proper reflection in the Galician 
periodicals as in the above mentioned periodi-
cals not only literary critique of the outstanding 
Ukrainian and foreign writers published their 
works, but also a lot of prose and poetry by 
T. Shevchenko, Lesya Ukrainka, Marko 
Vovchok, Y. Fedkovych, I. Franko, V. Stefanyk 
and less-known writers from Galicia. You can-
not ignore that a number of people’s representa-
tives’ periodicals and other Russophile tendency 
press informed in detail about the Ukrainian 
theatrical movement, in particular, the activities 
of the professional Ukrainian troupe and the 
amateur theater groups, defended its position on 
the need for construction of premises for 
Ukrainian theater in Lviv. Unfortunately, little 
space was devoted to the Ukrainian music and 
fine art in Galicia periodicals. 
 

REFERENCES: 
1. Павенцький А. Братя Русини / А. Павенцький // Зоря 

Галицька. – 1848. – 15 травня. – С. 1. 
2. Франко І. Стара Русь / Іван Франко // Франко І. Зіб-

рання творів у 50-ти томах. – Т. 37. Літературно-критичні 
праці (1906-1908) / Упоряд. та комент. М.С. Грицюти. – К.: 
Наукова думка, 1982. – С. 79. 

3. О язиці рускимь // Зоря Галицька. – 1849. – 10 січня.  
4. Передне слово // Вечорниці, 1862. – С. 1. 
5. Климкович К. Передне слово / К. Климкович // Ме-

та. – 1863. – Ч. 1. – С. 5. 
6. Слово редакциі // Нива. – 1865. – Ч. 1. – С. 1.  
7. Животко А. Історія української преси / А. Животко. 

– Мюнхен: Український технічно-господарський інститут, 

1989-1990. – С. 98. 
8. Романюк М. Українські часописи Львова 1848-

1939 рр.: історико-бібліографічне дослідження у 3 т. – Т. 1. 
1848-1900 рр. / М. Романюк, М. Галушко. – Львів: Світ, 
2001. – С. 271. 

9. Шаповал Ю.Г. «Діло» (1880-1939 рр.): поступ украї-
нської суспільної думки / Ю. Шаповал. – Львів: Львівська 
обласна книжкова друкарня, 1999. – С. 28. 

10. Magocsi P.R. The Language Question as a Factor in the 
National Movement / P.-R. Magocsi // Nationbuilding and the 
Politics of Nationalism. Essays on Austrian Galicia / Eds. 
A.S. Markovits and F.E. Sysyn. – Cambridge (Mass.), 1982. – 
P. 220. 

11. Magocsi P.R. A Gude to Newspapers and Periodicals / 
P.R. Magocsi. – Toronto: Chair of Ukrainian studies University, 
1983. – 40 p. 

12. Сухий О. Від русофільства до москвофільства (ро-
сійський чинник в громадській думці та суспільно-
політичному житті галицьких українців у ХІХ ст.) / 
О. Сухий. – Львів: Місіонер, 2003. – С. 103. 

13. Наумович І. Поглядь в будущность / І. Наумович // 
Слово. – 1866. – 8 серпня. 

14. Семенів В. Жолудки наших робітничих людей і чи-
тальні. Народ. / Василь Семенів. – Львів, 1890. – С. 144.  

15. Снісарчук Л. Перший український партійний часо-
пис «Народ» (1890-1895 рр.): до історії функціонування / 
Л. Снісарчук // Збірник Науково-дослідного центру періоди-
ки / За редакції М. Романюка. – Львів: Науково-дослідний 
центр періодики, 2006. – Вип. 14. – С. 51. 

16. Принципи національності // Руслан. – 1897. – 
26 січня (7 лютого). – С. 1. 

17. Романюк Р. Осип Маковей і газета «Руслан»: тема-
тико-проблемні особливості публіцистики / Р. Романюк // 
Збірник праць Науково-дослідного центру періодики. – 
2010. – Вип. 2 (18) – С. 550-560. 

18. Encyclopedia of Rusyn History and Culture. Revised 
and expanded edition / Edited by P.-R. Magocsi and I. Pop. – 
Toronto-Buffalo-London, 2005. – Р. 560. 

 
Шологон Лілія Українські громадсько-політичні часописи Галичини 1848-1914 рр.: спроба джерелознавчо-
го аналізу 

Стаття присвячена українським громадсько-політичним часописам Галичини другої половини ХІХ – почат-
ку ХХ ст. народовського, русофільського, радикального та консервативного спрямувань. Зроблено спробу 
з’ясувати, як на їхніх сторінках висвітлено події національно-культурного руху українців Галичини у 1848-
1914 рр., зокрема освітня та мовна проблематики, діяльність національно-культурних товариств, літератур-
ний рух у краї тощо. З’ясовано, що найбільш інформативними у контексті дослідження обраної теми є пер-
ший український часопис «Зоря Галицька», народовське видання «Діло», русофільське – «Слово», газети ради-
кального спрямування «Народ» та консервативного – «Руслан». 

Ключові слова: Галичина, національно-культурний рух, газети, періодичні видання 
 

Шологон Лилия Украинские общественно-политические журналы Галичины 1848-1914 гг.: попытка ис-
точниковедческого анализа 

Статья посвящена украинским общественно-политическим журналам Галиции второй половины XIX – на-
чала ХХ в. народовского, русофильского, радикального и консервативного направлений. Сделана попытка выяс-
нить, как на их страницах освещены события национально-культурного движения украинцев Галиции в 1848-
1914 гг., в частности образовательная и языковая проблемы, деятельность национально-культурных обществ, 
литературное движение в крае и другие. Установлено, что наиболее информативными, в контексте исследо-
вания выбранной темы, являются первый украинский журнал «Зоря Галицкая», народовского издание «Дело», 
русофильское – «Слово», газеты радикального направления «Народ» и консервативного – «Руслан». 

Ключевые слова: Галиция, национально-культурное движение, газеты, периодические издания 
 

Sholohon Liliya Ukrainian Public and Political Magazines of Galicia 1848-1914: Analysis of Sources 
The article is devoted Ukrainian public and political journal of Galicia in second half of XIX – early XX century: 

populist, Russophile, radical and conservative tendencies. An attempt to find out how their pages to cover news of na-
tional-cultural movement Ukrainian Galicia in 1848-1914, including education and language issues, the activities of 
national and cultural societies, literary movement in the region etc. Most informative in the context of the study topic 
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chosen is the first Ukrainian magazine «Zoria Galician», populist newspaper «Dilo», russophile – «Slovo», newspaper 
of the radical trend «Narod» and conservative – «Ruslan». 
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