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1. Introduction

ABSTRACT

Objective: To determine the susceptibility status of Culex pipiens complex to DDT.

Methods: Larvae of species were collected from different breeding places and then transferred
to the insectary, reared at optimal condition and then F1 from the larvae were tested against
DDT. Insecticide impregnated paper of DDT 4% was provided by the Ministry of Health and
Medical Education of Iran, which was purchased from the World Health Organization (WHO).
Susceptibility tests were carried out according the guideline of WHO. Female mosquitoes were
exposed to different interval times of imagicide and then Probit mortality regression line was
plotted. From that LT, and LTy, values were calculated.

Results: The results of test indicated the higher resistance of Culex pipiens against insecticide.
LTy, and LT,, values were determined as 78.39 and 305.24 h, respectively. According to the
criteria of WHO, this species is resistant to DDT.

Conclusions: Accurately monitoring resistance status is essential to guide the rational use of
insecticides. High resistant to DDT may be due to extensive use of pesticides for pest control in
home and agriculture and may confer cross resistance to other insecticides. Further studies are
required to determine the mechanisms of resistance using molecular and biochemical methods.

of Dirofilaria immitis (dog heart worm), West Nile and Sindbis
viruses have been reported in Iran(8,9]. Culex quinquefasciatus

The Culex pipiens (Cx. pipiens) complex are the primary vector
of several diseases[1,2]. They are often resistance to insecticides[3].
Resistance to insecticides has been reported among a large number
of vectors of diseases, including the Cx. pipiens(4]. DDT, an
organochlorine, shares a distinctive steric profile with pyrethroid
acidic moieties[5land resistance to DDT often provides cross-
resistance to pyrethroids[6]. Knockdown resistance (kdr) has
been identified in many insect species of agricultural and public
health importancel6,7]. The role of Cx. pipiens for transmision
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from different parts of the world have been reported to be resistant
to various insecticide classes[10-15]. In recent years, extensive
studies have been carried out on different strains of Anopheles
stephensil16,17]. This study revealed a considerable increase in
the resistance of Cx. pipiens to DDT in which previous studies
indicated in lower rates[18]. Recent published paper indicates
the importance of arboviruses vectos and their resistat status to
different insecticides(19]. The aim of the present study was to
determine the susceptibility status of this species to DDT.

2. Materials and methods
2.1. Study area
All mosquito samples were collected from various locations of

Qarchak county, southern capital city of Tehran (Figurel). There
are various open waste water canals as well as sewers and drainage
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ditches which act as main breeding places for Cx. pipiens complex.
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Figure 1. Map of study area.

2.2. Sample collection and species identification

The immature stages of Cx. pipiens were collected from
different localities of the Qarchak county and then transferred to
the insectary of School of Public Health (SPH), Tehran University
of Medical Sciences.

2.3. Adult susceptibility test

The susceptibility tests were carried out on 2-3 days 10% sugar
fed female mosquitoes. The logarithmic exposure times (8—128
h) for estimation of 50 and 90 percent of the lethal times for the
female mosquitoes were used. Mortality of exposed mosquitoes
was recorded after 24 h.

2.4. Statistical analysis

Bioassay data were analyzed using Probit analysis program.
The lethal time for 50% and 90% mortality (LTS5, and LT,,) values
and their 95% confidence interval and Probit regression line
parameters were determined.

3. Results

The data of susceptibility tests revealed that the field strains of
Cx. pipiens complex did not show any mortality after 1 h exposure
to diagnostic dose of DDT. The first mortality of mosquitoes
(3.0%) was exhibited after 8 h exposure time. The mortality rate
of 74.1% was occured after 128 h exposure (equal to 5 days).
The LTy, and LT,, values were 78.4 and 305.2 h. The regression
line of mortality rate of female mosquitoes of Qarchak strain of
Cx. pipiens complex was calculated as ¥ = —4.1119 + 2.1707X
(Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Probit regression line of females of Cx. pipiens exposed to DDT 4%.

4. Discussion

Insecticides have played an important role in control of disease
vectors such as mosquitoes, sandflies, flea and lice. Resistances
of important vectors against insecticides are constantly increasing
worldwide[20]. Nowadays more than 100 species of mosquitoes
have been shown resistance to at least one insecticide. More than 50
species are related to Culicinae[21]. Resistance to organophosphates
and resistance to pyrethroid insecticides in Culex vectors were
reported in the worldwide[22.23]. Cx. pipiens is an important public
health pest that is responsible for the discomfort of people around the
world, particularly in Africa and Asia, due to its ability to adapt to
most existing habitant[24]. Based on the World Health Organization
report, Cx. pipiens has been highly tolerant to organophosphate
insecticides[25]. Surprisingly, Cx. pipiens are becoming resistant to
insecticides more quickly than most other mosquitoes[26]. In this study,
the present status of insecticide resistance of field strain of Cx. pipiens
complex was assessed against DDT 4%. In order to assess the variation
from past studies the present one based on published data. Based on
previous studies Cx. pipiens complex in most of the world exhibited
high resistance to insecticides[27.28]. During a study on susceptiblity
level of Cx. pipiens in southern and central parts of Tehran, it
was shown that it may be resistant to DDT 4% with LCs, = 6.8%.
Resistance to pesticides due to mutations in the target location or due
to changes in the detoxification occurs in the insect’s body. In recent
years, a new evidence of the emergence of resistance to pyrethroid
with increased tolerance among different species of mosquitoes have
been found in Iran. The results of susceptibility tests in five regions
in Turkey showed that specis is resistant to DDT from all regions. Cx.
pipiens in the southeast of Iran were evaluated against DDT, propoxur,
lambdacyhalothrin. They exhibited resistant to malathion, while
sensitive and tolerant to deltamethrin. In a recent study in southern
Tehran, fifty percent lethal time was recorded no mortality after 24 h
exposure to DDT 4%I29.30]. In a study in recent year in Northwestern
Iran, it was shown a mortality rate of 15.62% after 1 h exposure to
DDT 4%I(31]. Monitoring and mapping of insecticide resistance in this
species is going on in different parts of country for decision making for
its control[32,33].

The present study revelaed an unexpected resistance to DDT among
field population of Cx. pipiens of which their breeding places are
waste water. It is suggested to conduct a molecular study to reveal the
mechanisms of resistance as well as mutation in related genes.
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