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I. Titov 

PSYCHOLOGICAL PECULIARITIES OF PRESCHOOLER’S AGENCY 

The psychological preconditions of preschool child’s agency development 

include performing games with different plots; productive involving into 

psychological community “Me – Others”; quality changes in his/her personality 

(appearance of motives hierarchy, improving of arbitrary behavior, forming of more 

adequate self-esteem, adoption of some moral norms etc.) and psychic processes 

(first of all imagination). Preschoolers’ agency manifests itself in child’s “author” 

position within his/her own cognitive and communicative activity and could be 

characterized by specific motivational, cognitive, regulative, and reflective aspects. 

Motivational core of preschooler’s subject activity is peculiar “alloy” of 

cognitive interests with wide social motives, which causes the aspiration to initiative 

and creative interaction with social-cultural encirclement. 

Cognitive component of preschooler’s agency is mostly substantiates by 

his/her imagination. The imaginatory processes of replacement, modeling, and 

schematization provide constructing of ideal subject and mental experimentation 

with it. 

The forming of reflective component of child’s agency is caused by valuation 

judgments of other personality. The mental representation of Other allows to reveal, 

experience, and comprehension of child’s actual and potential self. 

Regulative aspect of preschooler’s agency corresponds to sign and symbolic 

mediation as an indivisible “emotional-gnostic” self-regulation complex. 

Key words: preschool child, agency, motivational, cognitive, regulative, and 

reflective components of agency. 
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