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In West BengalCooch Behar and Jalpaiguri districts are the two major places where
Rajbanshi community people are residing which contributes almost 50% of total
population. As rajbangshi’s contributes largest chunk of this population so their socio-
economical differences between rich-poor, educated- non educated, employed- unemployed
are major contributing factor for the well-being and unwell being of these two districts. All
the above factors are influencing social, political, economical and cultural aspects of these
two districts. In this article 1 am describing political participation rate of Rajbanshi
community. Which is shown in few tables and described these in short. This field survey
report is conducted on 210 Rajbanshi’s respondents of these two districts.

Political participation can be done by different processes like direct and indirect, whereas
direct political participation of Rajbanshi Community is lesser than other community in this
area, where as it is not that they are not politically properly aware. Rajbanshi’s have their
own political organisations which protects them from any kind of threats, demands for them
and also rises voice for them if necessary. Because of this reason main streampolitical
participation gets affected to some extent. But recently literacy and awareness has
increased, so that socio-economic status is increasing simultaneously. So Political
participation also increasing, which are the main indicators of future growth prospect of
this community.
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“Participation involves doing as well as taking and there will be full participation only
where the public are able to take an active part throughout the plan making process.>
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sfbered 2@ TwtRl AFWE@WSE G. Parry @2 #9CF Wy ICACeA- “Political participation

should clearly, consist in taking part in some ‘political action’”.>

&g w7"WcE G. Sortori I1C=, ‘But Western scholar do not limit their interpretation of
participation only to ‘taking part’, to them participation means ‘self-motion’"”
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oy Y32 A Sf T =9 FCA| BY IR T AIFAN AT AT ACAT O (T AereifErd
TCE ATOIFH TN (OI6 SIS ATAGAIA| “ Aristotle defined the citizen not in terms of
his place of birth or his parentage but in terms of participation- a man who shares in the
administration of justice and in the holding of office”"
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FoiiFecag Tafkee Raaef =2 srecam s w¢ Mot e Carol Gould 9 297C 1@<y
FCAC=A, “I would argue that participation in join decision making remains an exercise of
autonomy, in as much as the individuals have freely chosen to participate in the activity and
in the determination of the shared ends, and since participation in common activity is itself a
general condition for their freedom as self-development (as argued earlier) and finally since
the decisions to which they thus bind themselves freely have the authority of their own

mutual self-determination and not an external or imposed one”.*
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Marx ¢ F<ces, farmers could not develop political class consciousness due to their
geographical dispersal throughout the country while worker concentrated in large industrial
plants could became conscious of their common interests and thus become politically
active.”
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