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Abstract

‘Barrackpore’ is a Historical place near Kolkata. There was a ‘Barrack’ established in
1772 at Barrackpore; therefore the place was known as Barrackpore according to W.W.
Hunter’s A Statistical Account of Bengal, vol-1. But there is a debate regarding to the
origin of the name of ‘Barrackpore’ ; it is because the same place was known as ‘Chanak’
before 1772 A.D. which we know from the work namely “Manasa Bijoy”’(1495A4.D.)
composed by Bipradas Pipilai. There also is a doubt whether this place was named as
‘Chanak’ after the name of Job Charnock. 1t had been a period of total socio-political
change after the establishment of Barrackpore Cantonment, here. There were a park, Zoo,
Government house etc came into existence during this period. Lord Wellesley was very
pleased and impressed by the natural beauty of this place. He was very enthusiastic about
this cantonment; therefor he wanted to make it a good city like Calcutta. His intention were
to shift all the departments of government offices to Barrackpore. This cantonment has been
a strategically very sensitive area since its foundation. There were two big mutinies took
place in this small city. But, both of the revolts were severely put down by the military
authorities. So, unambiguously, this cantonment city was very important for the British rule
in India

Key words: Historic place, Chanak, Cantonment, natural beauty, park, zoo, social
change, revolts.
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