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The Eamilv 3 e  ri t idau Rtrfir~crscyrl.~, 181 5 (C;astropoda: Neritojdea) 
in the Western Atlant-ic 

Shell smaH, globose, turbiniforrn to patelifom with few w hods, spire flat and round toothed aperture: usually 
thick in the maiuine forms and th~n in those from brackish and fresh waters. Operculum calcareous, usudl y 
with riblike reinforcement whch inserte to the muscle of the animal. W~thout umbilicus. 
Animds vegetarians, feeding on minute algae. noturnal habits. The ability to store water in the shell enables 
these animals to withstand periods of desiccation, such as occur at low tide or if they are living in the spray 
zone. They lay very small eggs in capsules dome-shaped on rocks 
This family contarns several hundred specles in tropical waters 

Gastropods Cuvk/; 1797 
Prosobranchia Edwards, lIB48 
Arch aeogastro poda Thiek, 1925 
Neritinxlrpha Gohkov 8 Staborqafa v, 1975 
Neritoi &a Rafinesqce, I8 15 
Neritidae Rafi~esque~ I8 I5 

N eri ti n ae Ra finesque) 18 15 
NeFita Linnaeus. 1727 
Neritina Lamarck, I816 
Neritodry as van Madens, 1869 
T h a d o x  us Monffon: 78 10 

Neritiliinae I*) 
Neri tilia von Martens, 1879 ("1 
Septariellin a Beguaerf 8 CXencbp 1936 ('1 

Smaragdii nae Backer, 7923 
Smar agdi a /sse( 186g 
Magadis &Iv17i & Slmden, !8$9 
Pis ulina G, a H Nev/l'l, 1869 

pel or on ta (Iinnaeus, 178) 
pull~gera (Lihnaeus, 1758) 
cornea (L inmeus, 17%) 
fl uviatr lis (f innaeus, j758) 

rubida (Pease, f865,J 

vi ridis (L inme us, f758) 
eumenn tha A&&I// & Standen? I899 
adamsiana G. & H. Nevi34 1869 
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LIST OF SPECIES 

Genus Nerita L~nnaeus. 1758 

ascens~onis ascension~s (Gtnelin, 179 1) 
( f igs.  1-2) - Well de- splm wm&t elwled; smooth aperture; colurnella concave a d  panetal area Mi te  with denticles; 
outer Itp crenulaled, operculum gmulateb dark W n .  Wow dark with spots on the splral cwds forming na axial pathn 
Syn. Nenla m l a m n s ~ s  Gmedin. 1791 
Shallow watar, un rocks, e x w  at low-ti&. 
A m s i o n  Is 

ascensionis chiorostoma (Lamarck, 1816) 
(Figs. 3-4) - Similar to N, amnsion!s ascensionis but wilh mora spird wrds less developed; the crenulated wler lip has teeth 
moderatdly and the mbur of the parietal shhM is I~ght-yeliuw to arm* 
Shallow water, on rocks. exposed at Iw-tide 
Syn Nerita ar;censianrs deturpens~s and awns~onis mn-srs bolh Vermej, 1970 
Braal ( P e m a h m  to Bahia State and Fmand3 Noronha 8 T n n W  Is ) 

fulgurans Gmelin, f79f 
ihgs. 56j - W~ th  4-5 whorls, titde spired Plumemus sp~ral lbreads crossed by UCWM growth lines; aperture Natively w w ,  
hnght white, two proeminent tmh; cpmulurn yellaw~sh grey; Xi30 spiral nbs, cdumdlar shield p u s t h  Cahur black with f~m 
mnule, whitish axial markings and sornetlmes yellowish gray rnottM with h w n .  
Shallow. brackish water, an irrteM1 rocks 
Syn. Nerita hlgurata Gtnekn, 1791 
East USA to Bras11 (Para to RIO Gwnda do Norte State) 

peloronta (Linnaeus, 1 7581 
(figs. 78) - Thldt rmd heavy, splm law Surface bears m r a l  bmdy rounded revdv~ng nbs; Inner lip wih 1-2 leeh, owculurn 
shdty. Colour ynylsh yellow wBl agqs of black and r d ;  b W 4  panetal am. 
Syn. Nmta etythrodon R d z .  1850, N. tncdor Gmelin. 1791, N ,  papilio Rding .  179#and N, sangu~dens Rkcluz, IR50 
Shallow water, must x h v e  al n~ght a k d  the rocks b e M  Gdes, f d n g  rrpan algae 
East USA to West Indes - Ant~llw. 

pupa Pinnaeus. 1758) 
(Figs. 9.10) - Small, lhln but sturdlr; 2-3 whorls; outer Ilp Mn and sharp, with a W, flat, pl~shed at kase colum4ar; 
opmulurn shelly I~ght-ydlow Cotour creamy white, sgcrcrlly slnped mth wry nanw, zebra-llke irregular lines 
In q.~l& p ~ t s  atxw the h~ghtide m&. 
Easl USA 10 West lndles 

tenebr~msa (G. 8. Adams, 18571 
(Fqs 1 1 - 1  2) - Shell glcbose and thin Panetal xw dtghtly canvex, srnwlh md beariy not teeth Grwnd cdw darkbcwn w th 
cery angular, dark-brow rlgrag Cries transwrung the wbr l  wih the engles d~recled from aprtum towards the q r e  
In mounta~n streams 
Jama~ca 8 Grenada Is 

tessdlata Gmelin, 1 79 1 
[F~gs 13 14) - WrbCl 4-5 whorls separated by indstlnct sutures, sculptured wilh 12-16 spiral nbs; ntlMerws small teeth m cdmdlar 
marglrr, ap6flure wh~te; parietal area concave; 2 weak teeth in tho m w e ;  clperculurn sfigh* convex md Mack. Colour checkered 
bli~ck and whi to and mewh;lt  e m  spire. 
Shallow waler, under racks at low.ti&. 
Syn Nenta W n  RkIuz, 7850 
East USA to Erasil (Para to Bahia State) - Sawgal 

tnstis (Orhigny: f842) 
(F~gs. 15-t6) ,- Shell small; -re Wuish-yellow, oprwlum black to pink Cdour Mack wiVl small whlte spats 
Fresh and brackish water. 
Syn N d t a  pupa trislis Obigny, 1842 
Wesl lndies - htillm 



Genus Nerita L h m u s ,  1758 

ascensionis ascens~onis (Gmelin, 1 791) 
(Figs 1-21 - Well developed splre somwhat m d :  smculh aperture; wtumella c m a v e  and paiebl  area whtte mh denhclss, 
outer Irp crenulated, cpmulum granulated dark brown Cdorlr dark MU-I m t s  on the sp~tal cMds forming na axlal pettom 
Syn Nenta malacms~s Gmelrn. 1791 
Shallow water, on mcks, exwssd at Iw-tide 
Ascension Is 

ascensionis chlorostoma (Larnarck, 18161 
(Figs 3 4  . Sirnllar to N amnsianis escmsion~a but w~th more spiral mrds k s  developed; the m u l a t e d  wter Ilp has leeth 
moderatdly develqxd and the colour of the panetal shield is tight-yellow lo clranw 
Shallow water, on nxks, e ~ m e d  at Iw-ti& 
Syn. Nerita ascensioms &turpensis and amnuonis Iri t i k ! e w s  Wlh Vmerj,  1970 
Brasil [Pemambuco to &ha State and Ferrlando Noronha & Trindade 13.1 

tulgurans Gmelin, 1791 
(f~gs 56) - Wlh 45 whads, l~ttle spired. N u m s  sprral t h d s  m s e d  by crowded growth lines, aperluw relaliwly w~der, 
bnght &,l,te, two proeminent teeth: apemlum yellow~sh grey; 22-30 spiral nhs, columllar sh~dd pustulose Cdcwr Mack with fine. 
minute, whrlish cwd mark1ng.s and somtimes yellowsh gray rrmliled w~th brown 
Shallow, bmkish waler, an intertidsl rmks. 
Syn. Nerita fulgursta Gmelin, 1 797 
East USA to Brasil (PafA b Ria Grande dn Norts Statej 

pebronta (Linnaeus, 1758) 
(Figs 7-01 - Thick and heavy, spim low Surface b a r s  seveml broadly rounded w d v ~ n g  nbs; inner lip with :-2 k t h  operculurn 
shelb. Colour grayish yellrnv wiib z~gzags d black and red, M d - r e d  parielad area 
Syn. Nenta srythrdon R&&, 1850; M hicolor Gn~elm. 1791; N, papilio Rodmw. 1 198 and N, sarylilrdens R8rJur. 7850 
Shallow walw, most ache at night abaut the rclcks twtwem tiks, feeding upon atgae 
East USA to Wast Indies - Anhllas 

pupa (Linnaeus, ? 758) 
(Figs. 910) - Small; thin bu( sturdy: 2-3 w h d s ,  outer lip thin and sharp, with a broad, flat, pnlished area at base columllar, 
qjmulum shelly lightyellow Colour creamy whl te, spirally ski@ wik wry narrow, zebra-like lmgular lines. 
In splash p l s  a h  the hyh-tide mark 
E as1 USA to West l ndes 

tenebricosa (C. B. Adarns, 1851) 
(F 19s. 1 1-  12) - Shell gbkmx and thin. Parietal ama slighlty m x :  smmlh and bearing rot teelh Ground mlar dark- with 
veryangular, dark-brown zigzagllms tranmrstng Uw whMI wlth :hoaqlas drectedfmm aprture lowar& the splm. 

In mountain stwrns 
Jarnaca & Grenada Is 

tessellata Gmelin, 1791 
(Figs 13- 14) - Wi% 4-5 whds  separated by ndlsbnct suhrw; sculptured wtfi 12-1 6 spm! rib; numerous small teeth on ~~ lums l l a r  
margin; aperlure white; parietal area concave: 2 w a k  leeth in the miale; operculum dightlymnvex and Mack. Colour c w e r e d  
black and wh~le a d  smewhat eroded spire. 
Shallcw Water, under rocks at low-tlde. 
svn hlerih tadin RkIuz, 1850 
East USA to hl (Para to Bah~a Stale] - S q l  

tristis (Orbign y. 1842) 
(Figs. 15-16) - Shdl small; aperture Muish-yellm prculurn black lo pink Cdmr Mack wilh small white spots 
Fresh and brackish water. 
Syn Nerita pupa h s t ~ s  Obigny, 1842 
West lndes - Antilles 



&nus Smaragdia Issel, 1866 

viridirnarls (Maury . I  91 7) 
(F~gs 32-33) - Sbtl smII; fragile; with 2-3 whds  patically no sptre, aperture large; Ilp th~n and sharp; surface h~ghly plrshed, 
aprculum rutl~iish. Colaur pale to lightgreen with waque white qmk largest just blow he suture and a ad qapaque white 
b r h n n g  the a o l u ~ l a r  shieCd. 
Syr~ hdt ina wayssei RdmII. 1940 and Srnaragd~a viridis viridmaris Maury. 797 i 
Shallow water, grass hottom 
rdute Typical ~ r n e i f a  viridis is  a M e d l e m a n  species 
East USA to Brad (North) 
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