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Introduction

Election is an important element in formation of a democratic political structure. In the Islamic Republic of Iran,
which is based on the principle of religious democracy, the influential role of public power institutions in direct and
indirect ways is recognized. Elections are weak or strong depending on various factors including mass media in
general or national media in particular. Electoral behavior is a two-dimensional phenomenon that shows how
candidates and voters behave. Investigation of electoral behavior is an important topic in political sociology
nowadays. Knowing why people vote in a special way and have a special trend in an election is one of issues in this
field. Election in Iran, with more than a hundred years of history, is the greatest symbol of political and social
determination to decide about the fate of the country. By studying the characteristics and behavioral patterns of
elections, electoral behavior can be characterized. The purpose of this study is to study the effect of religiosity on
behavior of people in elections with emphasis on religious democracy.

Materials & Methods

Theoretical framework of this research is rooted in
sociological theories of Max Weber and Alexis de
Tocqueville. The research method in this study is
survey and for data collection, a questionnaire was
designed and used. Research population includes
Isfahani citizens over 18 years of age who live in 14
areas of Isfahan city in the year 1391. Of this society, a
sample of 384 cases was selected according to Cochran
formula. For data analysis, statistical tests such as
central dispersion indices, t-test, ANOVA test, Pearson
correlation coefficient and multiple correlation
coefficients were used.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The results show that a strong relationship exists
between religious belief and participation in elections.
Also, religious belief is in meaningful relationship
voting trends in electoral behavior. The ritualistic
dimension of religiosity is meaningfully related with
participation in elections. In Weber's view, religious
ritualism is a powerful element of social conservatism.
So a key factor in social change is a detachment from
ritualism. According to this hypothesis, decline in
religious ritualism prepares the conditions necessary
for accepting change in the political sphere.

Likewise, according to Alexis de Tocqueville's theory,
believers of a religion can promote a democratic
culture or, on the contrary, prevent it. By studying two
social systems in France and the US, he shows how
religious morale in the latter succeeds in establishing a
democratic political culture and system and how the
very same religious morale in France fails to do so.
Also, according to the theory of cultural wars, religious
believes and behaviors suggest specific political and
partisan preferences. Those with stronger and more
intense religious believes, usually have more traditional
and closed viewpoints and so behave conservatively,
participate in elections more actively and vote for
parties who are in agreement with them over these
issues. In contrast, those with weaker religiosity, adopt
a more open and modern view towards cultural issues
related to elections and behave anti-traditional or more
freely, and their participation is elections is not as
frequent as the previous group.

Overall, we can conclude that higher levels of
religiosity lead to greater participation in election.
Therefore, considering the religious condition of
political system in Iran, those with higher levels of
religiosity are most likely to participate in elections to
obey to their religious duty. For future studies, we
recommend that electoral behavior will be investigated



in wider scales, including the amount and level of
activity in elections and its relationship with religiosity.
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