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Conference participant

The analysis of the administrative 
reorganization of the state system 

in Russian Empire in the first third of 
XIX century remains the topical subject 
requiring the detailed research.

The majority of pre-revolutionarya, 
Sovietb and contemporaryc Russian 
researchers of the given subject, and 
foreign historians as welld in their 
scientific works focused their attention 
mainly on 1811 year – the year of issuing 
of the “The general establishment of the 
ministries”. Having timed, thereby, the 
fact of the final establishment of the 
Russian ministerial management system 
just to this date. 

Only the works of N P Eroshkine 
and S.M.Kazantsevf contained the 
separate statements that “The general 
establishment of the ministries” had 
been expanded to the government central 
institution not at once and that the 
colleges and the college establishments 
continued to operate until the 30th years  
of XIX century  Meanwhile, the 
contemporary lawyer S V Kodang 
expanded the time frame of the process 
of forming and establishment of 
ministries in the public government in 
the Russian Empire for the whole 1st half 
of the XIX century 

The basis of the presented historical 
and legal conception is the determination 
of two major stages in the establishment 
of the ministerial system of governance: 
the stage of the ministerial reform 
carrying-out in 1802-1811 (subdividing 
in turn into the initial (1802-1810) and 
the final (1810-1811) periods of the 
ministerial reform) and the stage of 
the legal execution completion of the 
ministerial system of governance in 
1811-1835 

As it is known, the Manifest “About 
the establishment of the ministries” 
and the decree to the Senate “About 
the formation of the first three colleges 
for the execution of the affaires on the 
former basis and about the persons, 
elected for the governance of the 
ministries”h initiated the ministerial 
reform implementation in Russia on 
September 8, 1802. The first eight 
ministries were established and the 
first ministers and their deputies were 
appointed by these acts.

The legislative acts of 1810-1811 
years (the Manifest of July 25, 1810 
“About the division of state affairs 
into special administrations, with the 
indication of subjects pertaining to 
each administration”; “The distribution 
of state affairs amongst the ministries 
approved by the Emperor” of August 
17, 1810, “The general establishment 
of the ministries” of June 25, 1811i), 
actually completed the ministerial 
reform. Actually all the basic fields 
of governance were segregated in 
independent ministries and headquarters, 
identifying the common legislative 
foundation for the ministerial system of 
governance.

After the publication of “The general 
establishment of the ministries” of June 25, 
1811 the next stage of the formation of the 
ministerial system of governance, the stage 
of its legal execution completion, i.e. the 
spreading of “The general establishment of 
the ministries” to all central institutions of 
governance in the form of “Establishments” 
or “Formations” of each specified ministry, 
began.

The Ministry of police and the Ministry 
of Financej got their “Establishments” 
firstly. In 1812 “The general establishment 

of the ministries” was widespread to the 
Military Ministryk. In 1817 “The general 
establishment of the ministries” was 
widespread to the Integrated Ministry 
of Ecclesiastical Affairs and National 
Educationl. In 1820 – it was widespread 
to the Headquarters of communication 
linesm. In 1826 – to the integrated Ministry 
of the Imperial Court and appanagesn  In 
1827 – to the Ministry of Navyo  In 1832 
– to the Ministry of Foreign Affairsp  In 
1835, when the Russian Empire Code 
containing the “Formations” of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Headquarters 
of the State Accounts Audit, the Ministry 
of Justice and “The establishment of the 
Capitule of the Russian imperial and tsarist 
awards” became effective, “The General 
establishment of the ministries” was 
widespread to those official bodiesq 

Hereby, the ministerial system of 
governance in Russia in the first third 
of the XIX-th century had passed in its 
development through the different stages 
of legal execution.

If by the moment of the termination 
of the stage of the ministerial reform 
implementation the unified legislative 
fundamentals of the ministerial system 
of governance stated in “The general 
establishment of the ministries” June 25,  
1811 were created and actually the 
ministerial system of governance 
was introduced, the termination of 
the following stage – the stage of the 
completion of the legal execution of 
the ministerial system of governance, 
completed the spreading of these 
legislative fundamentals to each element 
of the ministerial system of governance, 
having had completed, thereby, the 
creation of the ministerial system of 
governance de jure.
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The presented historical and 
legal scientific conception allows to 
study fully and determine the basic 
mechanism of the general process of 
ministerial system of governance in 
Russia in the 1-st third of the XIX  
century 
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