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EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF LITERARY TEXT

The theme of this paper is to consider the use of a literary text as a vehicle for multicultural education

students. Education, like any other science which is based on the study and interpretation of texts of

different types - the philosophical and scientific, historical, artistic and philological, cultural and others.

The ability to interpret the text is used very widely and in different research areas. In the pedagogy is

particularly important, because any text is the information on which the most of the pedagogical views

are built

Conference participant

unit, narrative field.

ermeneutical method of learning

has its own peculiarities due to es-
sence of natural sciences and the huma-
nities. Since the objective basis is the
text, the language is a powerful tool for
analyzing humanitarian phenomena. In
many hermeneutical concepts the language
is declared as focus of all humanitarian
issues. Moreover, the word serves cultural,
educational, and pedagogic functions,
coming across as a system-forming ele-
ment of culture. Another feature of the
hermeneutic method is its dialogue nature.
In the future, conversational nature of
humanitarian learning becomes a criterion
for distinguishing between humanities
(dialogue form of knowledge) and natural
(monologic form of knowledge) sciences,
as well as the main method of learning
and personality formation.

In accordance with hermeneutic ap-
proach the specificity of humanitarian
learning is determined: firstly, as much
dependent on socio-cultural factors; se-
condly, as widely using interpretive met-
hods of research; thirdly, as having a
specific subject that makes impact on re-
search in a form of sign-symbolic material;
fourthly, dialogic understanding of hu-
manitarian learning; fifthly, as requiring
the presence of axiologicity, that is, values
of results of knowledge.

Works of art from different cultures
are proof of not only and not differences
in lifestyle and system of world outlook,
but also demonstrate the closeness of va-
lues of the people, due to the fact, that li-
terature provides indirect knowledge of
culture, religion, morality aesthetics, and
society. “Historically, this is known fact,
the special role of literature lies in the
fact that is, being verbal creation, is an
expression of meaning, ideas, examples,
in a word, values” (6). A value of the li-
terature, its contribution to world culture

is incomparable to anything. “Literature
is also the place, where the truth, as a
kind of revelation, may come to us. It
shows one of sides of infinite existence,
which no other area can never identify.
Namely at this point, in this inordinacy
the literature exists” (7). Literature, ac-
cording to R. Barthes, is "socially res-
ponsible", it is not a passive product of
social development, but the active principle
... one of the springs, which ensure the
development of history itself” (1). The
study of a literary text and a touch to
world of other culture joint reader-student
to this immense world and make him a
citizen, a member of the world community,
a person with knowledge of world culture
and owner of universal cultural values.
Such person has a timeless value — mul-
ticulturalism. Literary texts, as well as
knowledge of foreign languages, make
our world perspective, clear and friendly
thanks to understanding and such qualities
as tolerance, the desire for dialogue.
There are countless assessment and
interpretations of the same text, which
emphasizes such property of literary text
as suggestiveness (from Lat. suggestio —
suggestion) — the ability of a text to in-
fluence on subconscious of a reader. The
subjectivity of a literary text is an objective
consequence of its specificity. This feature
allows selecting those interpretations that
meet its objective properties. Relative
objectivity and subjectivity in perception
of text are equally important. Without
first it is impossible linguistic study of
text, without second — understanding it
particularly as literary. And both of these
aspects of the text being are difficult to
separate from each other, there is no
clear difference between them. There are
complex relations between the world of
art and material world, because there is a
reflection of objective world (complex,
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indirect) and fantasy are intertwined. The
specificity of literature and art lies in a
unique combination of fiction and loyalty
to the truth of life. This feature of literary
text can be skillfully used in multicultural
education of students as means of influence
on personality.

Analysis of understanding of written
texts is both an analysis of their social
role and functional nature: it does not
eliminate a value of studying structure
of texts, does not contradict him, but
cannot be reduced to it. As a cultural
phenomenon the text exists in sign form
and has significance. In psycho-pedago-
gical context it is important that text is
an essential component of communication.
“Text is a mechanism that controls the
process of understanding. It seems clear
that an understanding of texts is not an
end in itself, their contents reflects real
relations of things that are relevant to
thinking, actions and intentions of people
"(2).

In process of education aimed on
establishing a multi-cultural competence
of students, using texts, acting on student’s
emotional state, can unobtrusively but
purposefully to impact educationally thro-
ugh a polylogue teacher — text — student.

The process of comprehension is an
active exploratory. A student, who reads
a text under guidance of a teacher, not
only highlights some meaning cores of
text, but also compares them with each
other, often returning to places already
passed, what happens in a process of fin-
ding answers to questions. This process
of active analysis and clarifying contents
of text by comparing its elements can be
defined as a process of analyzing through
adhesion or synthesis. Understanding
takes place on three levels simultaneously.
On the first level, a sequential change of
structure, recreating situation in minds
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from one element to another, is occurring
— this is so-called level of assembly.

Parallel to this, mental center of si-
tuation is moved in minds of reader from
one element to another. Moving is not
necessarily straightforward, it can be ab-
rupt, sometimes from back to front, such
as in detectives.

At the third level, along with instal-
lation and moving through a process of
understanding, some picture of its common
sense is formed, which is called concept
of text (3). The reader will penetrate the
understanding that it is not given in text
directly.

Thank to language of text a man can
penetrate deep into things, go beyond di-
rect experience, organize own purposeful
behavior, reveal complex connections
and relationships, that are inaccessible
to direct perception pass information to
another person, that is a potent stimulus
of mental development.

There are two types of texts, which
are essential in building educational pro-
cess: structural and organized the whole
and narrative field. The text as a narrative
field (4) is represented in the concept of
A.A. Brudny. Scientist calls text such
combination of characters, which expresses
certain content, addressed to people and
having the time deploy and easy to un-
derstand and reproduction. In his con-
ception, the text enters into relationships,
which influence the behavior, thoughts
of people, because of linguistic expression
of thoughts and feelings. According to
philosopher, knowing a text, a man knows
himself. It is in this an answer to question

lies, why it is easier to understand narrative
text, not full of facts and evidences. Such
texts are perceived, remembered, trans-
mitted more easily, that serves to com-
municative process. In mind of reader,
signs, which are used by the author,
should be lined up in the same sequence
that is leading to an understanding of the
idea, which author has placed in his text.
In this case, it is occurring restoration of
meaning structure, laid in text by process
of thinking. Text “gets its content directly
with consciousness of reader, ... process
of understanding “closes” to form a single
whole that is contained in text and what
happens in mind of reading person” (5).

An understanding of texts may include
several stages, each of which has relative
independence and convention. Table 1
shows structurally and organized content
and narrative field of text.

In terms of narrative fields, a reality,
which is reflected in the text, is directly
related to facts set forth in the text using
linguistic tools.

The first stage of process of under-
standing the structural and organized text
is associated with identification of its
syntactic form. At this stage there are
two conditions for understanding. The
first involves an ability to distinguish
grammatically correct elements from
wrong ones. This text is not yet presented
to us as a system of related sentences.
The second condition relates to an iden-
tification of meaning of logical constants
and with correlation of their use in this
text with the generally accepted rules of
logic. Both conditions together constitute

Stage | Structurally and organized content | Narrative field
Identifying syntactic form. Relation to reality,
1 Correct and incorrect elements. as reflected in.
Meaningful comparison of logical Revealing truth
constants. or falsity of content.
Identification of semantically
meaningful, Form of expression
2 semantic structural units and solution | in text, addressed
of question about their general to people for understanding.
semantic meaning.
. . A text as an expression
Knowing an importance of structural X , Xpressi
3 units of author’s position,
’ goals and frame of reference.
4 Accounting for context of use: Relationship with previous and
linguistic and nonlinguistic. subsequent author’s texts.
Accountmg for pragmatic criteria: Local plan: circumstances
biography of the author, . .
5 Lo o in which has been created and
historical situation, interpreted
the nature of communicative relations. P )

what is called a logical and grammatical
possession of the text.

The second stage is to identify se-
mantically meaningful, semantic structural
units and to solve a question about their
general semantic meaning. In narrative
field, an adequacy of understanding of
basic values, presented in text of the vo-
cabulary, with which an idea expressed
by author, is also revealed.

Knowing an importance of structural
units is that the third condition of under-
standing texts. The third attitude, in which
a text enters, according to Brudny, is the
attitude to author of text. Here it is
assumed a penetration to author’s thinking
and the identification of causes, which
led him to create the text. To some extent,
these searches can be structural units of
text, or they can be identified from the
whole context of work.

The fourth prerequisite of under-
standing is taking into account a context,
which may be linguistic and nonlin-
guistic. The last may be real state of
affairs in question, possible (conceiv-
able) state of affairs, historical facts
and events, knowledge, taken into con-
sideration, when interpreting text (back-
ground knowledge). Linguistic contexts
usually serve to eliminate an ambiguity
of expressions. Non-linguistic contexts
may also eliminate an ambiguity, and
in addition, specify the value of struc-
tural elements and all text as a whole.
As we can see, in the narrative text
field the text is also seen in historical
evolution, so it should be noted a broad-
er context of research of text in narrative
field.

From psychological and pedagogical
point of view, the most important is
taking into consideration pragmatic or
applied criteria of text, on which use of
this expression depends. In this context,
understanding of text can be considered
as a process, limited by scope of com-
municative situation, where there is a
transfer of information (dialogue, com-
munication) from one individual to an-
other. Applications of text in order to
multicultural education mean reproduction
of text by participants of communication,
transfer of their intention, nature of com-
municative act (serious message, a joke,
disinformation, etc.). That is, text serves
as means or reason for communication.
In interpretation, biographical information
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about author of text is commonly used,
historical situation is taken into account.
Sometimes even manner of pronunciation
or style of expression significantly affects
understanding.

This stage of structurally and organ-
ized understanding of text corresponds,
to a certain extent, to narrative one. Ac-
cording to Brudny, local plan for under-
standing of text is directlyrelated to per-
ception of meaning of text, as it is a site
of fixation of expression of meaning. As
an example, let see an excerpt from the
novel of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry “Terre
des hommes" (8):

“If our purpose is to understand mankind
and its yearnings, to grasp the essential
reality of mankind, we must never set one
man’s truth against another’s. Yes, you are
right. All beliefs are demonstrably true. All
men are demonstrably in the right. Anything
can be demonstrated by logic. I say that
man is right who blames all the ills of the
world upon hunchbacks. Let us declare war
on hunchbacks — and in the twinkling of an
eye all of us will hate them fanatically. All
of us will join to avenge the crimes of
hunchbacks. Assuredly, hunchbacks, too,
do commit crimes”.

Before us it is a small passage that
begins with a postulate that is central to
relationship of people of different cultures:
“we must never set one man’s truth
against another’s”. Values of life, kindness,
family, love, peace, and so on are inherent
to all people. The author refers to people
with a unique tone of reflection, sorrow,
wisdom and dreams with a love for life,
with a persistent desire to understand the
time, with a sense of responsibility to
people. It is sufficient to recall his famous:
“We are responsible for all those we have
tamed” from “The Little Prince”.

"You all right" - he said, referring
to his readers, comforting and encour-
aging thinking. How all can be right?
But we are talking about diversity of
opinions and concepts, about desire to
understand each other, about tolerance,
acceptance of others. “Anything can
be demonstrated by logic” — another
postulate, to which there are many ex-
amples. But the idea contained in this
phrase, it is much wider than number
of words contained in it. "Anything"
can be true or may be a lie. It all de-
pends on knowledge, from a set of
skills, from emotionality and psychol-

ogy of speaker and attitude of audience.
Politicians skillfully use these skills,
who play on national feelings, then
fear, then poverty of people. You can
change economic misery by invest-
ments, but spiritual poverty, moral
weakness, by which currency can be
enriched? “To avenge the crimes of
hunchbacks” today, and what will be
tomorrow? The author encourages us
to think, to overcome painful confusion,
to search for fraternal ties that unite
people. He invites us to try to detect
these fragile connections and to discard
all superfluous, superficial, preventing
appearance of friendship and love. In
the text it sounds the word “war”,
which reminds us of the time of writing
the novel — the beginning of 1939 —
the time of fascism, when the idea of
purity of Aryan race has spread in Eu-
rope, an extermination of Jews already
was in process, concentration camps
have already appeared, where all dis-
sidents “re-educated”. In connection
with the war, we can recall the fate of
the author himself — military pilot,
who fall in battle. Being a pilot, Saint-
Exupéry, had often seen the earth from
a height, and understood how its nature
is fragile, how vulnerable are people
with their claims to world domination,
how ecasy life turns into death. As
philosopher and writer, the author re-
alized that political, economic, social
forms of relationships between people
are unreliable, and even denied them.
He loved people, sick souls, for their
present and future. Hatred of war, vio-
lence and humiliation of people on
whatever basis, such as the hunchbacks
are read in all his works. He looks at
people in terms of morality. Perhaps
that is why in his books, smiles blossom
on faces of characters as a symbol of
hope, love, joy and happiness. The call
to brotherhood, desire to love a man,
admiring by laborers — that are moral
purposes, for which the author strove
all his life. His books are still admired
readers today.

As you can see, an analysis of passage
with using hermeneutic techniques of
narrative field helps to understand the
meaning of universal moral ideas, em-
bodied in text by the author, updates the
value of work in modern conditions,
awakens the consciousness of students.

An explanation of the text, based
on interpretive methods for disclosure
of humanistic essence of various phe-
nomena, becomes the main condition
for a genuine understanding of human-
itarian learning. The interpretation in
this case provides an increase of knowl-
edge, serves as means of acquiring
new knowledge in accordance with the
purpose of our study. It should serve
for forming universal values, which
constitute the essence of multicultural
education. This means that solution of
educational and pedagogic tasks of
multicultural education is due to inter-
pretive techniques. In this case, plurality
of different interpretations of the same
humanitarian fact is real and normal
condition of learning. Pluralism of
opinions in humanities is an objective
factor that depends on subject and
specifics of humanities. The principle
of unity of objective truth and axio-
logical evaluation is a basic principle
of scientific learning. Consequently,
the choice (preference) and the clash
of different models are fairly common
ways of knowledge in field of human-
ities. The principle of unity of objective
truth and axiological evaluation is a
basic principle of scientific knowledge.

The methodological basis of such
education, in our case, is hermeneutic
approach, which is to understand the
meaning of texts of fiction, which reflects
the universal values.
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