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Abstract
Patriarchal structure always wants to exploit and oppress women and nature. For own convenience
and existence this structure can do anything, even damaging the other side. Eco-feminism protests
against this. Eco-feminists want the unpolluted, unchanged nature; they want bondage-free life of
women. Bankimchandra Chattyopadhyay, the first Bengali Novelist also protests against the women
and nature capturing procedure in his novel, named ‘Kapalkundala’. We can find the various
features of eco-feminism in this novel. Mainly the inseparable relation between women and nature is
well-depicted by the author. Kapalkundala, the heroine, does not like to be confined in the
patriarchal structure in the name of ‘Marriage’. She at last becomes free from all narrow
relationship. So we are interested to read this novel in the light of eco-feminism.
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"Eco-feminism is a movement that sees a connection between the exploitation and
degradation of the natural world and the subordination and oppression of women. It
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emerged in the mid-1970s alongside second-wave feminism and the green movement. Eco-
feminism brings together elements of the feminist and green movements, while at the same
time offering a challenge to both. It takes from the green movement a concern about the
impact of human activities on the non-human world and from feminism the view of

humanity as gendered in ways that subordinate, exploit and oppress women."?
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“Eco-feminism claims that patriarchal structures justify their dominance through

categorical or dualistic hierarchies: heaven/earth, mind/body, male/female,

human/animal, spirit/matter, culture/nature, white/ non-white.”>®
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