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The article deals with the features of children’s acquisition of adjectival
modifiers, comparatives and superlatives. The analysis was conducted on child
utterances in the samples of English-speaking children, available in CHILDES.

Key words: acquisition of English adjectives, degree modification, adjectival
comparatives and superlatives.

.
. 

, 
. , 

, 

. 
:  (2; 3. 4 – 5; 2. 12),  (2; 3. 05 –

5; 1. 06),  (1; 6 – 2; 3) (
 CHILDES).

.
.



86 87
 ([1], [2], [3], [8], [15]), 

, 
, 

 ([5], [11], [12], [13]) , 
 ([6], [9],

[14]). , -

 ([4], [7]).
 – 

.
.

, 

, :
 + ” (very big, rather small, sweet enough)

 (as tall as my sister, shorter than my mother,
the tallest girl in the class).

, 
, , 

.
 –  / 

 – 
. , . , . , . .

-
 [15, . 402–403], , 
.

, 
, 

. .
, 

: 1)  (boosters), 
 (very); 2)  (compromizers),

 ( )  (rather, enouth);
3)  (diminishers),  (a little); 4)

 (minimizers), 
 (hardly) [8, . 17].

, 
:
this that Martha is this (that) intelligent, -

 [3, . 376];
as / less / more, : Martha

is more intelligent [2, . 18], [3, . 377];

too (Martha is too intelligent to miss this problem), so (Martha is so
intelligent that she got an A+ enough (Martha is intelligent enough to get at least
a B for a test), 

 [3, c. 377];
how How intelligent is she? [3, c. 378], [1, c. 189];

, two miles long, three years
old [1, c. 195];

-
– er – est [1, c. 195], [3, c. 377].

, 
 19  – , 18 

, 14 ,  8
 1):

 1

:
 – ,

 7 % , 5 %
–   4  %  –  .

 2), :
: just, very, too < little, much < so < enough < all < pretty < as < this

< how
: all, too < how < pretty, so < kinda < that < this < how < awful < really

< enough < real < just
: too, very, kinda < enough < all, how, just
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 2  4

 1; 6, 
 2; 3,  2; 4 ( ), , 

, 
.

, 
 (MLU), 

 (  3):
 3

 (2.0 – 3.0 MLU)
– , 

, , 
 (  4):

 (3.0 – 4.5 MLU) 

 (this big), 
 (as tall as, more intelligent than, taller than), 

. 
, , 

:
that’s the same as Papa’s is  2; 3 / MLU 3.6)
as big as you too  2; 10 / MLU 2.5)
dat’s de same color as dem  2; 8 / MLU 1.9)
be bigger than my crib  2; 1 / MLU 3.5)
uh # my dog’s better than your dog  3; 11 / MLU 3.5)
guess I’ll write xx some more white  4;  6  /  MLU  3.8)
why are snakes dis little?  4; 3 / MLU 4.9)
I’m this tall  3;  7  /  MLU  3.7)

 – 
, , , , 

, 
. 

. 
,  – 

. 
, 

.
, , 

 –  (as good as), (taller / more
important)  (tallest / most important), 

. 
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 (  5) 

,  [5],
[6], [7], [9], [10], [11], [12], [14], [13], :

.
 100% 

 5–6 , 
.

.
,  (- er / - est) 

.

.
 ( ) 

,  – big little,  
, 

, .
good (better) 

.
more bigger, 

 [11], . ,
 (4; 6): this one is the mostest tight

you ever saw.
 5

big good.
. 

, , , 
.

.

, 
.
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,  1.8 –

2.4  (MLU). ,
 –  2.0 – 2.5

MLU, 
 4  (MLU 3.9 – 5.0). 
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