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The article substantiates that globalization and Internet penetration
that are taking place globally have specific cultural influences on modern
adolescents. An empirical study with 340 adolescents from Bulgaria was
carried out, which aimed to analyse cultural influences of globalization
and the Internet on adolescents in the direction of: the attitude of
adolescents towards the processes of globalization, the main concepts of
adolescents for success in modern society and ways to achieve that
success, Expression on the Internet and most commonly used Internet
services, the role of school and the Internet as factors for building self-
esteem during adolescence. The adolescents surveyed are aged between
13 and 17 and are trained in general education and vocational schools.
Empirical data obtained has shown that adolescents associate the
achievement of a success in modern society, both with the accumulation of
professional competences and good general culture, as well as with the
development of personal qualities such as perseverance, hard work,
intelligence and ambition. According to the findings, the Internet and
school environments are important factors in building self-esteem in
adolescence. Adolescents use the Internet primarily as a means of
communicating and as a source of entertainment. The obtained empirical
data reveal that globalization and the Internet are perceived by
adolescents mostly as positive phenomena in modern society. The data is
informative with regards to the fact that in adolescence a positive attitude
towards one's own personality is built through performance in both real
and virtual environment.
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Today's society sees a trend of a massive deployment of globalization
processes, accompanied by extreme popularization of information technologies,
and in particular the Internet. Internet technology itself is an emblematic feature
of globalization and a vehicle of its main meaning. Globalization as a process of
merging commodity and service markets dates back to the 1980s. The first
conceptions of globalization that were shaped in this period focus mainly on the
economic and political side of the process as the most visible and most dynamic
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changes are there. At the end of the second decade of the 21st century, we can
convincingly argue that the social and cultural dimensions of globalization and
internet penetration globally are equally important. They are mainly found in the
tendency to create a new, global type of culture that eclectically links traditional
cultural values with new cultural symbols created and disseminated through the
Internet.

A number of researchers, such as M. Albrow (2001), D. Shultina (2010),
B. Rangelov (2012), N.Car (2012), I Dichev (2012), N. Bratanov (2014),
O. Spasov (2015), O. Fiblinova (2016), P. Kasatkin (2017), convincingly prove
that globalization and Internet penetration have powerful cultural influences on
humanity. We can say that these cultural influences stand out especially bright in
the lifestyle of modern adolescents. This is due to the fact that adolescents are
socialized under the influence of globalization processes and are part of the most
active users of Internet services.

Researcher R. Robertson (2004) shares that global culture has its
preconditions in the inclination of human communities to expand their
communicative interactions by forming large-scale social and cultural
formations, overcoming spatial barriers, and expanding areas of human activity.

We will point out that a distinction should be made between culture and
cultural environment. Culture is a complete system that is available to a major
organic human community. Cultural environment is that part of culture that is
present in the conditions of life of a particular social subject, a particular
category of people, a human community or an individual. Thus, in a given
cultural environment, one or other separate elements of the given culture, such as
the Internet, may dominate. P. Pavlov (2010) points out that "Internet culture is
based on the simultaneous operation of an unlimited number of computers and
individual minds, which being connected in a common network, are capable of
giving a new function to the ordinary existence of many individuals" (p. 10).
According to M. Popova (2012), in addition to its technological and
communication nature, the Internet is an environment for presentation,
enrichment and creation of cultures and cultural products.

Our own research, conducted over the last decade (Slavcheva-Andonova,
2019), prove that the Internet is becoming a product of globalization, which has
specific cultural influences on modern adolescents. These cultural influences can
be found in the way adolescents perceive and analyse the processes of
globalization and the presence of the Internet in their lives.

Empirical study:

The empirical study aims to analyse the following cultural influences of
globalization and the Internet on modern adolescents:
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— Adolescents’ attitude to the processes of globalization that take place in
the modern world;

— Main concepts of adolescents about success in the modern society and
ways to achieve this success;

— Expression on the Internet and most frequently used Internet services;

— The role of school and the Internet as factors for building self-esteem
during adolescence.

The study includes 340 adolescents from Republic of Bulgaria who are
aged between 13 and 17 and are trained in general education and vocational
schools in the country. The information is obtained through open answers to the
following questions:

1. "According to you, what is the nature of the phenomenon of
globalization?"

2. "What are your main concepts about success in the modern society and
what are the ways to achieve this success?"

3. "Do your achievements and performance at school help you feel a person
worthy of respect?"

4. "What do you use the Internet most often for?"

5. "Do your expression and activities on the Internet help you feel a person
worthy of respect?"

The questions were presented to the respondents in a written questionnaire,
filled in anonymously.

Analysis of the results obtained.

Analysis of the data from Question 1: "According to you, what is the nature
of the phenomenon of globalization?"

The summarized data show that to a large extent adolescents define
globalization as a trend of uniting the world in different areas. This unification is
expressed in the gradual deletion of state borders, the possibility of free and
quick transfer of information, capital and goods, opportunities for travels, work
and learning around the world, and the same conditions for career, real-time
information on events from all around the world, technical progress globally,
especially for countries that are not on the technical level of others. Adolescents
point to the following positive effects of globalization: development of
communication and opportunities for social integration; environmental
protection; ending military conflicts around the world; uniting efforts to find
AIDS treatment; afforestation of the planet; facilitating life due to the removal of
a number of conditions concerning border crossing; currency exchange, and the
ability to be understood on every point on the planet. The respondents associate
globalization with the following negative consequences: deletion of national
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borders; the spread of crime, terrorism and corruption; unification of nations, and
loss of national identity.

We can conclude that adolescents understand and perceive globalization as
a source of both positive and negative influences. The data reveal that
adolescents in general education and vocational schools in Bulgaria show a
public commitment and ability to observe and analyse current trends in the
development of our society.

Analysis of the data on Question 2: "What are your main concepts about
success in the modern society and what are the ways to achieve this success?"

Adolescents’ opinions are expressed by the following positions: to be
successful means to feel useful with the activities you do; have good education
and work that you want and that gives you pleasure; to be able to find your place
in today’s dynamic and changing time; to have your individual skills adequately
assessed. The surveyed adolescents point out that the path to success is related to
the possession of certain personal qualities. The most commonly mentioned
qualities are: persistence (referred to as a necessary quality by 80% of the
persons surveyed); hard work; intelligence; good general culture; great ambition,
and struggle. Adolescents also point out that success depends on good
educational attainment in school, and on the support of parents and friends.

We can summarize that adolescents relate success in modern society
primarily to educational and career achievements. To experience joy from the
performed job is also perceived by adolescents as an important feature of
success.

Analysis of the data on Question 3: "Do your achievements and
performance at school help you feel a person worthy of respect?"

The majority of adolescents surveyed consider that school achievement is
an important factor for success in the future. Summarized opinions of
adolescents showed that the information they receive at school is up-to-date and
meets the contemporary requirements for good future career. About two-thirds of
adolescents say they feel good at school because their classmates like them and
communicate with them with pleasure. High school achievement and the build-
up of competencies to ensure future successful professional career are analysed
by adolescents as important sources of self-esteem. There are also data from
respondents who say they do not feel sufficiently satisfied with their school
performance and achievements, and they admit the need for more efforts in order
to succeed. Adolescents who express this position account for about 20% of all
surveyed individuals.

We can summarize that school achievements and performance are
perceived by adolescents as one of the key factors for success in today’s society.
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Analysis of the data on Question 4: "What do you use the Internet most
often for?”

The majority of adolescents surveyed indicate that they use the Internet
primarily for recreation. As entertainment activities on the Internet the
respondents mentioned possibilities to play computer games, to communicate
with friends, to watch movies and to listen to music, to create new contacts.
Approximately 40% of adolescents point out that they enjoy the Internet
whenever they have this opportunity. About a tenth of the adolescents say they
cannot imagine their life without entertainment and communication opportunities
offered by the Internet. A relatively small proportion of adolescents (8%)
indicate that they use the Internet primarily as a source of specialized scientific
information.

The data prove that the surveyed individuals perceive the opportunities for
entertainment and communication as emblematic features of the Internet
technology.

Analysis of the data on Question 5: "Do your expression and activities on
the Internet help you feel a person worthy of respect"

The majority of adolescents point out that the Internet provides them with
the opportunity to present themselves and communicate with people from all
parts of the planet. This helps them to perceive themselves as citizens of the
global community. More than half of the adolescents (55%) state that when they
are on the Internet they feel confident in their own competence and attracted by
the opportunity to present things they are able do in front of their friends. About
a third of the adolescents say they are happy to make friends on the Internet. The
opinions of all the individuals surveyed share the view that their expression and
activities on the Internet help them feel as people worthy of respect.

The summarized data shows that the largest group of surveyed people are
those using the Internet primarily for entertainment. The active desire of
adolescents to be informed about the novelties of modern culture, including in
the area of entertainment and recreation, naturally makes the Internet the most
accessible source of this type of information. The data of the survey show that
the use of Internet for specialized scientific information is still not popular
enough among adolescents.

Conclusions:

— The obtained empirical data reveal that globalization and the Internet
are perceived by adolescents mostly as positive phenomena in modern society.

— Developing professional skills in the selected field, combined with
personal qualities such as perseverance, hard work, intelligence and ambition,
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are, according to adolescents, a key prerequisite for achieving a successful future
career.

— Internet performance and school achievement are important factors that

establish a sense of self-esteem during adolescence.

— Adolescents use the Internet primarily as a means of communicating

and as a source of entertainment.

The data are informative with regards to the fact that in adolescence

positive attitude towards one’s own personality is built through performance in
both real and virtual environment.
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KYJIbTYPHHUI BILJIUB I'JIOBAJIIBAILIL TA IHTEPHETY HA
CYYACHHUX HIAJIITKIB

I'. B. C1aBueBa-AHI0HOBA

Y ecmammi o6rpynmosyemuca mesa npo me, wo enodanizayia ma inmepnemusayis,
AKI MacumabHo npomixkalome y ceimi, YuHAMb ChneyuiuHull KyIbmypHUll 6naue Ha
cyuacny monoos. Byno nposedeno emnipuune oocnioxcenns 3a yyacmio 340 monooux
mooeii @ Boneapii, wo mano 3a memy npoananizyéamu KylbmypHUll GHAUE HA HUX
enobanizayii ma Inmepnemy y Hanpamky: cmaeients Moaooi 00 npoyecia enobanizayii; it
OCHOGHI YAGNIeHHs NPO YCNIWHICMb Y CYYACHOMY CYCRIIbCMEI Ma WIsXU OOCACHEHHS
maxoi ycniwHocmi; npoasu 8 Inmephemi ma HaubinLWi GUKOPUCMOBYB8AHI NOCTYeU 8
Inmepnemi; ponv wxonu ma Inmepnemy Ax axkmopie dopmysanus camonoeazu 6
nionimkosuil nepiod. Monoodi n11oou, wo bpanu yuacme 8 00CHiOxceHHs, 0yau y 6iyi 6i0 13
0o 17 pokié i euunucs y 3a2anbHOOC8IMHIX MA NPOPDECIliHUX HABUANLHUX 3AKIAOAX.
Ompumari emMnipuyHi OGHHI C8I0UaAmMb NPO Me, WO 60HU NO8 A3VIOMb YCNIWHY peani3ayiio
Y CYYACHOMY CYCHINbCMBI AK 3 HAKONUYEHHAM Npoghecilinoi KomnemeHyii i HANeHCHOT
3a2a1bHOT KYIbMYpU, MAaK i 3 pO36UMKOM NEGHUX PUC 0COOUCIMOCII, 30Kpemd, UOembCs.
npo  Hanoxe2wsicmv, npayemobcmeo,  iHmenicenmuicms ma  ambimuicme.  3a
ompumMaHumMu OaHUMU, NPossu 8 Inmepuemi ma WKITLHOMY CepedoUWi € BANCTUBUMU
YUHHUKAMU OPMYBAHHS camMonosazu y nioaimrkosull nepioo. Iionimku eukopucmosyioms
Inmepnem nepesasicho sk 3acio cninkysamnms i sk 0dicepeno possae. Ompumani emnipuyni
OaHi nokasyloms, wo enobanizayiss ma Inmepnem cnpuimaiomvcs HUMU, Hacamnepeo, K
nosumuene sguue y cydachomy cycniavemsi. Lli oani € ingpopmamusnumu y ceimui moeo,
Wo 8 IHAYLKULL Nepiod NO3UMuUBHe CIasieHHs 00 o€l 0coOUCMOCI oOpMYEMbCA Uepe3
npossuU AK Y peanvHomy, max i y 6ipmyanvHomy cepeoosuii.

Knrwwuoei cnosa: znobanizayis, [nmepunem, Monooi noou.

KYJbTYPHOE BJIMSTHUE I''TOBAJIN3ALINU U THTEPHETA HA
COBPEMEHHBIX ITOAPOCTKOB

I'. B. Ci1aBueBa-AHI0HOBA

B cmamve ymeepoicoaemca, umo enobanuzayus u «unmepHemusayusy, Komopwle
npoucxooam 60 6cem Mupe, OKA3blearom cheyuguyeckoe KyibmypHoe GausHue Ha
cospemenHbix N0OPOCMKO08. Bulno nposedeno smnupuyeckoe ucciedosanie ¢ yyacmuem
340 noopocmkoe uz boneapuu, yenvio komopo2o 6bL10 NPOAHATUIUPOBATHG KYILIMYPHOE
6nuAHUe 2nobanuzayuy U UHMepHemd HA NOOPOCMKO8 6 HANPAGIeHUU OMHOUIEHUS
NOOPOCHIKO8 K NpOYeccam 2no0anu3ayuu, OCHOsHble udeu HOOPOCMKO8 OMHOCUNENLHO
docmudiceHus ycnexa 8 CO8peMeHHOM obujecmee u nymu OOCHMUIICEHUsl dMO20 ycnexa,
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Humepnem-nposignenuss u Hauboiee Yacmo UCNONbIYeMble UHMEPHeN -Cepeuchl, poilb
WKOMBI U UHMEPHema Kaxk (axmopa GopMuposanus camooyeHKU & NoOPOCHKOBOM
sospacme. Tloopocmxu, komopbvie ObLI 0OBEKMOM UCCTE008aHUs, 6 803pacme om 13 0o
17 nem u obOyuaromcs 8 00WeodPA306aMenbHbIX U NPOPECCUOHATLHBIX WKOAAX.
Dmnupuueckue danHble NOKA3AU, YMO NOOPOCHIKU CEA3bIBAIONM 00CMUICEHUE YCREUWHOU
peamsayuy 8 COBPEMEHHOM obujecmee KAK ¢ HAKONJIeHUeM npophecCuoHaIbHbIX
KomnemeHyutl u ooweil Kyibmypul, maK u ¢ pasgumuem JUYHOCHHBIX KAYecms, MmaKkux
Kak ynopcmgo, mpyooniobue, uumeiiekm u yereycmpemaennocms. Coenacro
NONYYEHHbIM OAHHbIM, NPOSIGIEHUs 6 UHMepHeme U 6 WKOIbHOU cpede SGIIOMCs
BAJICHBIMU  hakmopamu 6 Gopmuposanuu yyecmea CcoOCMEEHHO20 OOCHOUHCEA 6
noopocmrosom eo3pacme. Iloopocmku ucnonvzyiom Humepnem, npedcoe 6ceco Kak
cpeodcmeo 0buenst U KaK UCMOYHUK PA3eledeHusl. DMnupuyeckue OaHHble NOKA3AU, Ymo
enobaruzayus  u  HMumepnem 60CNpUHUMAIOMCST NOOPOCMIKAMU 6 OCHOBHOM KAK
no3umuenvle A6NeHUs 8 cogpemerHom oowecmee. [lonyyennvie oannvie uHGopmamueHsl
6 ceeme Moo, YmMo 8 NOOPOCMKOBOM 603pACe NOZUMUBHOE OMHOUIEHUE K COOCMEEHHO
JIUYHOCIU CIMPOUMCSL Yepe3 NPOSIGLEHUs KAK 8 PEealbHOL, MAK U 8 6UPMYALbHOU cpede.
Kntouesvie cnosa: enobanusayus, unmepnem, noopocmxi.
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