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ABSTRACT

This research is motivated by the problem of mdedradation among street children. They not onlgobee
victims of abuse and discrimination by others, laldo experience a moral decline due to a bad enwient.
This study uses a qualitative approach with cagdysimethods that attempt to reveal various inforomain depth. Based
on the analysis, the results of this study concltide (1) Character education should involve vagquarties such as
parents, school, and government (2) Street childrem vulnerable to moral eradication, thus demagdirtharacter

education. (3) Character education should refecomprehensive strategies, methods, and approaches.
KEYWORDS: Character Education, Street Children
INTRODUCTION

Getting an education is a human right for everyofl@s means that everyone is entitled to a goodhieg
organized by the government and certain privatétini®ns. In simple terms, education has two goalmely to help
people become smart and smart and help them begoo®® human beings. Most schools aim at how theidesits
become smart and intelligent, but neglect to makent good people. This means that moral issuesareasy tasks and
even tend to be very difficult. Thus, it is onlytmaal that the application of character educatiooutd be held as early as

possible.

The role of teachers should not be limited to thgnitive enhancement of learners only, but the rteefdrm
character building (Huber, 2013, p. 311). The fdramaof character is very important considering theral condition in
society is increasingly problematic. Especially whalking about street children who tend to becemgms of violence,
whether physical, psychological, or sexual. In &ddj if the street children remain left alone wahbad environment,
then the moral decline becomes more severe. Thiépevcontaminated by bad behavior on the strefettially, many of
them have a young age and are compulsory to Ielwever, the condition that has dropped out of ethend looking

for work on the streets seems more tempting thaalystg in the classroom.

In the opinion of Schurink (1993), 'street childr@® men or women under the age of 18 have leiit Hmene
environment either part-time or permanently, thpangl most of their time on unattended roads to rmphgsical and
emotional needs such as food, clothiagd nurturing '. From this definition, it appednat unattended life makes them

have freedom in behaving, the even very potertidetviate.

The phenomenon of street children is evidence that government is negligent in providing learning

opportunities for lower social class. Whereas stobildren are part of the generation that showdcbnsidered for the
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future of the nation. If that is ignored, the pbd#y of the destruction of the nation will be sler to the marking of
rampant bad behavior. As Lickona points out (in Néhs 2013, p.35) that there are ten signs of ime$ to watch out for
if these signs exist, then a nation is headingdestruction. The signs are as follows: (1) incragstiolence among
adolescents (2) bad language and language user¢8p gpeer group influence in violence (4) Increbsse of drugs,
alcohol and free sex (5) the lack of good and badahguidance (6) the decline of work ethic (7) kbwer the respect for
parents and teachers (8) the low sense of resplitysilh individuals and citizens (9) to defuse kiimesty (10) and hatred

among people.

It is undeniable that what has been mentioned abuwa® occurred among street children in Indonesia.
Masrukhi (in Bajari, 2012, p.5) reported the resulif a study by the Women Study Center of Diponegor
University - Semarang. That about 28 percent ofsgin the streets experience cases of sexual hnagassrape,
prostitution, the creation of pornographic matesisdnd trafficking for sexual gratification. Thesud#ts reinforce the
findings of the Yayasan Duta Awan (YDA) Foundation 1998, stating that out of 500 street childremveyed in
Semarang, 12.9 percent have had sexual intercourse than 8 times per month. 48.4 percent do inbtiroutinely, 6.5

percent do it once per month, and 16.2 percent 2@itimes per month with different partners.

Seeing these signs then puts the importance ofmimigg character education in schools. As Lemirafest
(1997, p.11) that character education is alwaysaated with moral degradation among the youngeegaion. Schools
are required to play roles and responsibilitiesdializing the values of goodness that can thepeshihe character of
students. Character education in schools should doganized and systematized through the curriculum.

This effort to facilitate in measuring the levelsafccessful character education that is applied.
METHODOLOGY

The approach used in this research was a quaditagpproach with the type of research method wasdlse
study. Data collection technique in this study liservation, interview, and documentation. Thatdhta obtained can be

accountable, verifiable and reliable, so in thiglgtperform the triangulation of data.

DISCUSSIONS

Definition of Character Education

Education according to John Dewey (in Muslich, 204367) is 'the process of intellectually and dorally
oriented intellectual faculties toward nature agitbfv human beings'. The uniqueness of this undedsng is that the goal
of education not only leads to the man himself, bather involves the human relationship with nature
According to Mahfud (2011, p.32) simple and genémaéaningful education is an attempt to cultivatel develop innate
potentials, both physical and spiritual, in accaawith the values that exist in society and celttAccording to Mahfud
(2011, p.32) simple and general, 'meaningful edocats an attempt to cultivate and develop innadéemptials, both

physical and spiritual, in accordance with the ealthat exist in society and culture'.

Etymologically, the word character is derived fraime Latin kharakter or the Greek kharassein whigams to
sign or the French character that means to makep giMajid and Andayani, 2012, p. 11). While termowically,
according to Koesoema (2010, p. 80) understandstrae character with personality, that is charastteri style,

or characteristic of a person derived from the fations received from the environment. In line witiat opinion, E.
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Mulyasa (2012, p. 3-4) defines a character with &mature in responding to situations embodiedtsnbehavior.
Characters can also be defined as the totality nbferient and identifiable personal traits on unicaghavior,

which distinguishes individuals from other indivals.

Meanwhile, according to Lickona (2012, p. 83) tharacter has the characteristics of forming monavikedge,

moral feelings, and moral actions. More can be sierugh good character components as follows:

MORAL KNOWING MORAL FEELING

moral awareness,
knowing moral
values, prespective
taking, moral
reasoning, decision
making, self
knowledae

Conscience, self
esteem, empathy,
loving the good,
self contral,
humality,

MORAL ACTION

Competence,
will

habit

Figure 1: Good Character Components (Lickona, 2012). 84)

The three components are interconnected. Moral leudye, moral feelings, and moral actions do notesers
separate parts. Moral knowledge can enhance neelih§s that eventually lead to moral action. Altleem create a good

character in a person.

The definition of character education can be imetgrl as a conscious and deliberate effort in hglfm optimize
the development of the character of learners. Tpau this optimization requires the involvementatifcomponents in
the school, both curricular and extracurricular.llfn &Schnaps (in Zubaedi, 2015, p. 15) 'undemd$acharacter
education as an effort by school personnel, fami{arents) and communities, to help children aholescents to be
caring, opinionated and responsible.' In line wite above understanding, Lickona (in Samani, 2014) 'characterizes
character education as a genuine effort to helprmoederstanding, caring, and acting on the bafst®re values - ethical

value .
Character Education Benefits

According to Lickona(2012), there are seven reasemg character education should be delivered. Tehers

reasons are as follows.
e The best way to ensure the children (students) hayaod personality in life.
* Ways to improve academic and non-academic achieveme
» Helps students to form the strong character famgeves

» Preparing students to be able to respect otherbaatble to live in diverse societies.
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» Resolve the students' moral-social problems, sadmmodesty, dishonesty, violence, sexual deviaacd,a low
work ethic (study).

» Prepare good characters to be able to adapt t& wor
» Learning cultural values that are part of the wafrkivilization
Character Education Strategy in the School (Formal Non-Formal)

The approach used by the Ministry of National Ediocain the development of character educatiost finrough
Top-Down, is an approach through policy intervemtim the form of regulation, socialization, coogema and
monitoring-evaluation. Secondly, through the exgmee of practitioners, which can be the best egpeé that can be
applied by the educational unit. Third, through teeitalization of the program, which can be optied by strengthening
roles in the scout, science and sports, honestgeanand so forth.

Comprehensive Approach in Character Education

The best way to implement character education risutih a comprehensive approach. This means characte
education should offend cognitive, emotional, artidvioral dimensions by integrating into schod.lih comprehensive

approach by Thomas Lickona (1997), p. 65-75) casdem in the following picture:

i NG Y
SChog] | Scho©'*

Figure 2: A Comprehensive Approach in Character Edeation (Lickona, 1997, p. 66)

From the image of the comprehensive approach abibean be seen that the character comes from sesehn
responsibility and respect. Both aspects arise chase moral knowledge about good and bad about donggt
then feel the character (moral feeling) is alreasigbedded in the self, so that in the end formedamaction. A

comprehensive approach mentions the existenceadvévpoints to be done in character educationplmfs:
e Develop a caring attitude inside and outside taestbom
» Teachers act as mentors, models, and mentors
» Creating a class community that cares about the@maent

* Applying discipline to students, teachers and parithvolved
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e Creating a democratic environment in schools

e Teach character through the curriculum

* Implement cooperative learning

» Develop reflective learning

» Develop learning that encourages conscience/awssene
» Teach ways to resolve conflicts

e Making parents and society a partner in charactecation
e Create a culture of good character in the schoal@mment

Character Education Method

According to Mulyasa (2014, p. 165-189),characteducation can be done by various methods.

The method of learning character is as follows:

* Habituation, that learning should be deliveredrinirteractive atmosphere, fun, exciting, full otearagement,
motivation, and provide more space for the leariterthe form of his competence to achieve goals.
The process can be done by among others habituatadituation is something that deliberately domeeatedly

so it becomes a habit. Habituation at its coranisxperience, it is something that is practiced.

e« Exemplary, exemplary teachers greatly affect thewtjt and personal development of the learners.
This exemplary role and function are very impotrtan shaping the personality of children, to prepand
develop human resources. As exemplary, of cousssppal and what the teacher will get the spotligiearners
and people around the environment who considertaacher. Aspects of uncertainty can include batditudes,
speech styles, work habits, experience throughakest and clothing, human relations, thought pressss

neurotic behavior, tastes, decisions, health, éestyle in general.

e Student discipline development, teachers shouldable to cultivate the discipline of learners, esgbc
self-discipline. Teachers should be able to hedpriers develop their behavior patterns, raise staindards of
conduct, and implement rules as a tool to enfoiseiline. Here also required a democratic attitiderder to

achieve optimal educational goals.

» Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL), contexiealning is one of the learning models that camused to
streamline and succeed character education in bdBdh emphasizes the relevance of learning mégeridth
the real life of learners, so that students are &blconnect and apply the competencies of learmirigomes in

everyday life.

* Play a role, through which learners try to explogtationships between people by way of demonstyasind

discuss it so that together learners can explalnfgs, attitudes, values, and various problemisglgtrategies.
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» Participatory learning, defined also as the involeat of learners in the planning, implementationd avaluation
of learning. The participatory learning indicatorelude the involvement of emotional and mentalrieass,
adannya willingness of learners to contribute whieving goals, and in learning activities, there things that

benefit learners.
Values in Character Education

In order to strengthen the implementation of charaeducation, the government has identified 18eslthat

come from the nation's religion, culture, and polohy. The developed values are as follows (Sya@2012, p. 25-28):

» Religious: Attitudes and behaviors that are adherent in implating religious teachings that are adhered to,

tolerant of the implementation of other religio@swsces, and live in harmony with followers of atheligions.

e Honest: A behavior based on an attempt to establish i@elf person who is always trustworthy in words,

actions, and work.

» Tolerance: Attitudes and actions that appreciate differengesreligious background, ethnicity, ethnicity,

opinions, attitudes, and actions of others thatd#ferent from himself.
» Discipline: Actions that demonstrate orderly conduct and abidearious rules and regulations.

e Hard work: Behaviors that show genuine efforts to overcon&aattes to learning and tasks, and complete the

task as well as possible.
e Creative: Think and do something to produce new ways orltefiom something that has been owned.
» Independence:Attitudes and behaviors that are not easy depgratimothers in completing the task.

» Democratic: The way of thinking, acting, and acting that judgpially the rights and obligations of himself and

others.

» Curiosity: Attitudes and actions that always seek to knowendereply and extensively from what they learn,

see, and hear.

e The Spirit of Nationality: The way of thinking, acting, and insight that @acdhe interests of the nation and the

State above self and group interests.

 Love of the Homeland: The way of thinking, acting, and doing that shaoydlty, awareness, and high

appreciation of the language, the physical, socidtural, economic and political environment o thation.

» Respect for Achievement:Attitudes and actions that drive itself to prodwmemething useful for society, and

recognize and respect the success of others
* Friendly/Communicative: Actions that show the pleasure of talking, getihmng, and working with others.
» Peaceful Love:Attitude, words, and actions that cause othefed¢bhappy and secure for their presence.

» Love to Read:The habit of providing time to read the variouadi@gs that give good to him.
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e Caring for the Environment: Attitudes and actions that always seek to prewamage to the surrounding

natural environment, and development efforts taireghe already existing natural damage.

» Social Care: Attitudes and actions that always want to provdgsistance to other people and communities in

need.

* Responsibility: Attitudes and behavior of a person to carry ostchities and obligations which he ought to do to

oneself, society, environment (nature, social, @uiture) of the state, and God Almighty.

Although it has formulated 18 values of the nasotharacter formers, the educational unit can deter its
development priorities to continue the pre-conditimlues that have been developed. Selection skthalues moved
from the interests and conditions of each educatiamit, which is done through context analysis, teat in its
implementation there may be different types of ahtar values developed between one school andecam@a to another.
Implementation of character values to be develoged start from the essential values, simple, arsy & implement,
such as: clean, neat, comfortable, disciplineditgp@nd polite. The four groups of character camgions have the

following core character elements (Zubaedi, 2019.93)

Table 1: The Core Character Elements

No. | Group Configuration Character Core Character
* Religious
* Honest

1. Manner of Exercise * Responsible

e Social care
e Environmental care

e Smart
inki e Creative
2. Manner of Thinking e
*  Curiosity
3. Manner of Sports ¢ Healthy
e Clean
4. Manner of Feeling » Care

» Cooperative

CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of character education to make peapédligent and good must be considered by all earti
Families, school institutions, mass media, and guwents must work together so that character euca applied to
everyone including street children. Street childnehonly experience weaknesses in access to basits, but also abuse
and discrimination from others. This can then haygofound effect on their psychology. In additithey also experience
moral erosion due to the bad environment and lddupervision. Without serious efforts from all f)@s, the organization

of character education will only end up being adisse.
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