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ABSTRACT

This paper will take into account the details @& thovement led by the Koch Rajbonshi people for the
separate state of Kamatapur. These people are démgaon the basis of the historical evidence of Ktm
Kingdom. This movement is different from other mments as it involves two states i.e. Assam and West
Bengal. These people are involved in agitations pratests for the fulfilment of their demands. \éiol
situations also arises in the Koch Rajbonshi inleabiareas of Assam. The organisations like Kamatapu
Liberation Army (KLO) are militant outfit which mayesult in violent situation. There are also the
organisations like All Koch Rajbonshi Student's ami(AKRSU) which presented their demands before the
government. The government if Assam also assurad tf having talks with the central government rdiyay
their demands. Kamatapur movement is an examphatidnalism within nationalism and there is thecha®e

find solution for their accomodation with the Assssa and Bengali nationalism

KEYWORDS: Kamatapur, Koch Ranjonshi, Struggle, Assertivene€onflict of Identity, Agitation,
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INTRODUCTION

This paper will focus on the assertion of differeggjions in Assam. It also looks into the mattehoiv the socio-
economic conditions and the feeling of deprivatadang with the historical factors have fuelled themand for the
separate state of Kamatapur by Koch Rajbonshist istthe present status of the movement and whdtlejustified to

create the separate state of Kamatapur.

India has been withessing the struggle startednarassertiveness and the various demands madee gttthic
groups and the identity conflict among them. Thesoms may be the uneven development or the negégeithe centre.
Such conflicts are present in Assam and other NBa$tern states. Ashutosh Kumar has rightly salte“fiecent decades
have witnessed the assertion of well-defined geagcally, culturally and historically constitutedstinct regions that
have emerged within the states.”l The decisionreating a separate Telengana has given incentiwther groups in
India to assert them also. Violence and proteselmen made throughout the country including As®efore going to
discuss the issue of separate statehood demandno@tdpur, we may refer to the idea of what areoregand nations and

regionalism in India.
UNDERSTANDING REGIONS AND NATIONS

Regions are the areas broadly divided on the lmdgihysical characteristics, human impact charéties and
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interaction between humanity and environment. Tdiybasically the connected part of a space. Irbadbsense, it is a

place without special reference to location, big fiegarded as an entity for geographical, saxialltural reasons.

Nation refers to a group of people who have a comianguage, culture, ethnicity or history. It isrgmsed of

one or more nationalities which has its own teryitand government. So nation has various meanings.

If we look at region and nation, a nation has seiggity whereas a region does not have. It is juggagraphical

locale.

Benedict Anderson in his book “Imagined Communitfgfines nation as an imagined political commuriitys
imagined because the members of even the smal&snhrwill never know most of their fellow membenrsget them, or
even hear of them, yet in the minds of each lihesitnage of their communion. (Anderson, 1983) Hd,sdt is imagined
as limited because even the largest of them, enassiqy perhaps a billion living human beings, hagef if elastic
boundaries, beyond which lie other nations. Noamimagines itself coterminous with mankind... dtimagined as
sovereign because the concept was born in an agehich the enlightenment and revolution were deshg the
legitimacy of the divinely ordained, hierarchicginémic realm. Finally, it is imagined as a commyibiécause, regardless
of the actual inequality and exploitation that nuagur in each other, the nation is always conceasd deep horizontal
comradeship.” (Anderson, 1983) 2

He has regarded nationalism as a positive forceatdees that language plays an important role apisig
national identity and nationalism. Anderson’s cqoioaf imagined community shows that nations camesgnagined and

can be transformed.

Anderson argued that nationalism was a culturafact which is spontaneously created through caerere of
discreet historical forces at the end of the eightie century, and transplanted across the worldusecpeople became
able to imagine themselves as a part of commurefined by nationality. Anderson explained the his&l reasons

behind the development of nationalism, the wayshith people’s understanding of nationalism camgeaover time.

Kymlicka has also provided views on nation. Kyrkéits theory is not advocating secession in ordecraate really
independent nation-states (although he also doesejext secession). He endorses the idea of domltltral state that
would enable the national groups to exercise tafalt self-government within a large state. He doadis that the liberal
states, although officially neutral with respecttioé cultural identities of their citizens, haveitally engaged in nation
building process which privilege one identity asational one. Nation building thus put other idéesi on a relatively

disadvantageous position.3

David Miller lists five elements of national idetyti First is shared belief. He writes, “Nationalisyessentially a
subjective phenomenon, constituted by the sharédfb®f a set of people, a belief that each bedotmgether with the
rest.” Second is an identity that embodies hist&braontinuity. Third is an active identity that tleembers do things
together. The fourth is homeland which connect®nadnd states. The last is something in commaa dikmmon public

culture but not necessarily biological descent.4

While talking about the concept of region, the iddaegionalism is also important. Regionalism ipdditical
force which is created on the interests of a paldicregion or a group of regions. It tries to emse their region’s

influence and political power. Regionalism descsitibe situations where different religious or ethgroups with
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distinctive identities within the same state boutetaare often concentrated within a particulaicegvith strong feelings
of collective identity. Regionalism also involvesose ethnic groups which want independence fromatem state and

development of their own political power.

The concept of Regionalism and nationalism areriod@nected, but still they have sometimes opposite
meanings. For e.g. in some context, regionalisas#ociated with nationalism (Spain), while in oghéris considered as
opposite (Italy). Regionalism has many positivelijes. It promotes economic and political co-ona It can help in
democratization, increase transparency, and maitessand international organisations more accolet&tegional co-

ordination is crucial for the success of government
GROWTH OF REGIONALISM IN INDIA

Regionalism is not a new phenomenon in Indian igslitn the pre-independence period, it was prothbtethe
British imperialists. They encouraged the peoplearfous regions to think in terms of their regiather than the nation
as a whole, in order to maintain their hold ovetidnduring the national movement. After Indepenéethe leaders tried to
foster a feeling of unity among the people. To aehithis, the framers of the constitution introdlisengle citizenship for
all, a unified judiciary, all Indian services, aadtrong Central government. But then also regismamade its appearance

in India.

The first manifestation of regionalism was the dedhfor reorganisation of states on linguistic bdsig the most
effective example of regionalism was the victorytie DMK against Congress in Tamil Nadu in 1960stidlly the
central govt felt that regionalism was politicattiar confined only to Tamil Nadu and so did not @@y threat to
national unity. However, that assessment was faargk wrong. Soon in Punjab the Akali movement stagted, while in
Jammu and Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah revived the NmetioConference. During these years all the politjgarties
continued to adjust with these regional forces. Trfitan National Congress which enjoyed monopolpafver between
1947-1967 also contributed to the growth of redisnain India. The local Congress leaders encowtabe growth of

regionalism and strengthened their hold on localyparganisation.5

India’s political landscape, which was controlldohast exclusively by the Congress party in the E9&0d '60s,
is now crowded by a number of state-level partiémated by local interests and backed by stronct@iel bases. “This is
the era of regionalism,” said Zoya Hasan, a prafiess political science at Jawaharlal Nehru Uniitgren New Delhi.

“States have become the most important theatrpslitics in the country.”6

There are a number of reasons which are responfibléhe growth of regionalism in India. Firstlyhet
administrative policies and decisions as well @dbvelopmental plans taken by the central govenhmeay not be able
to satisfy all the people of the country and intsacsituation, there is the formation of regionaftigs to solve their
problems. Thus the parties like D.M.K etc are fodm®econdly, there are regional parties which emergethnic, racial
or religious grounds like the Hindu Mahasava. Tljirdegionalism may emerge on language basis. Bnieg like D.M.K
and A.D.M.K are formed on language basis. Fourthilynetimes regionalism in India may be formed theoito safeguard

the interest of the minorities for eg the partiks Dharkhand Mukti Morcha etc.

Sentiments of regionalism within regions are becwgtrong in many Statelnportance of Regionalism in India

is immense because India has a number of religmigjres, languages, ethnic groups, castes, diftédeologies etc. So
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there is need of maintaining unity among them ayddxentralization or by creating new areas togsfed their culture
regionalism has played important role. RegionakiBsican gain the confidence of people who belorgettheir region
and can lead to region’s progress. No harm coulddre to India’s integrity and unity as long asr¢his positive motive
in regionalism. In principle, regionalism need bhetregarded as an anti-national phenomenon unlesdses an aggressive
turn and encourages the growth of secessionisrit @& in Punjab during the past five years or $¢dtional unity is not
hampered if the people of a region have a genuiit fin their language and culture. But regionalisam be a serious
threat to national unity if the politicians do rgm beyond their regional loyalty and stand onlytfair regional interests.
If regionalism is regarded as an unhealthy phene@medecentralization too would be objectionableiciiof course it is
not. So there is nothing contradictory betweenomatism and regionalism. At the same time, the ¢nowf regional
values and consolidation of regional forces do pmée a challenge to the central administrationhef country. Any
attempt to counter regionalism is not conducive tfe¥ national interest of the country. Regionaltipardo not hinder
national unity as long as they do not exceed teia of activity. People have confidence in redipaaties because they

believe that they alone can safeguard the intecédbe State concerned.7

However, regionalism at present has become onkeofiain challenges The sub-regional sentimentsinédde
linguistic unity. Advocates of smaller States argimat smaller size is good for better administrat@nd better
development. This is in contrast to Nehru’s idest tismall States make small minds”. He batted lier ulti-lingual and
multi-cultural States when faced the problem obrganization of provinces after independence. Reaplo do not favour
regionalism are of the view that if the regionaltp@omes to power in a province, it will try toigahe maximum benefits

neglecting the interest of others. This will leadhe creation of ill feeling among others.

Regionalism has been an important aspect of Inga@itics. Sometimes, it has posed threat to theyuwii the
country. Hence it is necessary to take steps taceeduch tendencies. Some such measures can betjoromf even
development of the neglected areas so that theyegdnhemselves as a part of the national maiastrenon-interference
of the central govt in the affairs of the Stateessl it is unavoidable for national interest, deplwvith the problems of
people in a peaceful and constitutional manneyrasse of freedom of the states to run their ovairat introduction of
the system of national education etc. 8

DEMAND FOR KAMATAPUR

It can be stated here that there is the presengartify complex social structure and also the paralof the
centre in India’s North-East. Creating separateestassentially speaks about the relation betweetnat and state forces,
which in the case of northeast is not very smobtte lack of borders between extremely diverse $gcaups may be the
biggest impediment in the way of settling the dtatel issue in North East.9 If centre creates a siae to meet the

demands of a tribe or community for autonomy, aeotroup will also demand who shares same geogralptpace.

The report of State Reorganization Commission kask@ecome irrelevant in case of North East Indithe SRC
has failed to see the pre- colonial roots of regimnNorth-East India. The SRC was rendered iralebecause states are
now not seen as linguistic areas in this part dfdri0

In case of Assam, the UPA government’s decisiocréate Telangana has created more agitation atehemas

different ethnic groups like Bodos, Koch-Rajboskis are demanding for separate states. If we lédkeademand of
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Koch Rajbonshis, their case is slightly differeatthere is historical evidence of Kamatapur kingddime Kamatapur is
the ancient name of the Koch dynasty which incluthespresent divided Kamatapur kingdom which inekithe entire
North-Bengal of the West Bengal, most of the paftpresent Assam and adjoining parts of Bihar, Ndplautan and the
present parts of the ancient Rongpur of Bangladiéss.a state which is demanded by the Rajbongsieii-Rajbongshi

people.

People in West Bengal have claimed discriminatiprthe West Bengal government that has led to tloe pate
of affairs in the region. At the same time, KochjiiRashis did not get a respectable position insthaety. Bengali writers
like Nagendranath Basu in the early 20th centurylemnriting his Vishwakosh (Encyclopedia) mentiondte Koch
Rajbanshis as barbarians or (Mlechha). Bankim Ctaa@hattopadhyay, the renowned Bengali scholar sayBongo
Darshan’ that the Koch identity cannot be synonysneith Bengali Hindu identity. It is not only indHiterature where
Koch Rajbanshis were humiliated, they also facembso@ppression in their social life in Bengal alskam. According to
one scholar, in the early 20th century the KochbBaghis were even denied entry into the templeagdnath Puri.11
Even in Assam also they were not allowed to emehé Barpeta Kirtan Ghar. So, all these issueg wefficient to create
a strong background for the movement and the Rajiisrmrganized themselves for the movement forragpatate. Their
demand of the separate state of Kamatapur commfde areas of both West Bengal and Assam (Iiassof Assam

and six of West Bengal).

Though we have heard about the Kamatapur moverseently, the idea for a separate homeland for thehK
Rajbanshis is more than fifty years old. Accordiogne scholar a gentleman from undivided BengalethJogendranath
Mondal, had demanded a separate state for Rajlzanahed “Rajar-sthan” or abode of king before peledence. He
feared that if Bengal were divided, a section &f lackward classes would be dominated by the uzste Hindus while

the other would be under the Muslims.12

A group called Uttar Khanda Dal (UKD) again stareimanding separate homeland for Koch Rajbanshis in
1969 in North Bengal. UKD demanded the formatiothef Kamatapur State, but was not successful asdivsareplaced
by the Kamatapur Gana Parishad in 1987. Even irGth&lpara district of Assam, an organisation cakegnata Rajya
Sangram Parisad (KRSP) was formed which demandethtéastate in around 1969. Though most of the lsasfeKRSP
were from the Koch Rajbanshi community, there wads® persons from other communities of the histbriGamatapur
region in KRSP.13

However, the demand for Kamatapur is comparatinely in Assam. The All Assam Koch Rajbonshi Sannilan
which has been demanding the Schedule Tribe statwsoch Rajbonshis of Assam since 1966 once opptse demand
for Kamata Rajya (state) by Kamata Rajya Sangransitial in and around 1969. This shows that thededif alienation
was not present in the Koch Rajbonshis from the pself. Though the staging of these demands ltawvepleted fifty
years now these have not been fulfilled. Many oleséhat if Koch Rajbonshis had been given the Sifustin Assam,
Kamatapur demand in Assam would not have beendiaidereover the inclusion of Koch Rajbonshi domathareas into
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) without consulj the Koch Rajbonshis has also fuelled the derfamidamatapur in
Assam. 14

All Koch Rajbanshi Students’ Union (AKRSU), the Ass based student organisation of the Koch Rajbanshi

community has also been raising the Kamatapur issue
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If we look at the history of Assam,it tells aboutieh and colourful history of Kamatapur. Most t@iettime
Kamatapur was described as the capital of Kamagddim. And sometimes Kamata and Kamrup have begnded as
the same kingdom. At that time, the kingdom of Ktaneomprised the areas of both Assam and undivisiegal.
Kamata was ruled by different dynasties from n8f gentury to 15 century until the rise of Koch dynasty. Duringsth
time, Kamata was attacked by different rulers. Bissingha established the Koch dynasty in Kamataptire early part
of 16" century and he was able to bring political stapiin the Kamata region. His son Naranarayan wih lhelp of
Chilarai established Koch sovereignty almost orrerforth East Indian kingdoms. After the deathCdiilarai, Kamata
kingdom was partitioned in 1581 into Koch Bihar dalch Hazo or Kamrup. The partition weakened tbegr of the
Koches. Because of this partition, subsequent fiéstaf the eastern and western part of the kingdename somewhat
divergent. The eastern kingdom became close to Akingdom, and the western to Mughal province of ggnin 1773,
during the rule of Dharmendra Narayan, Koch Betaane under the British India by a treaty whereBh&sh agreed to
drive away the Bhutiyas from the kingdom. From 121B. to 1949 A.D. there is the Koch rule in therifata Kingdom.
The period of Koch rule is regarded as the goldemog of history. The memory of this period idIsti the mind of the
Koch Rajbanshis.15

The Rajbongshi community at present also are deimgrsgparation. The All Koch Rajbongshi Studentsodn
(AKRSU) and several organizations in the Koch Ragshi community have demanded a separate Kamassgter and
these organizations also initiated agitation progres. AKRSU president Biswajit Roy asserted a dehfana separate
state of Kamatapur comprising 15 districts of Assard six of West Bengal in the lines of Telangata pointed out that
the Centre has adopted a totally discriminatoriyualtt by creating Telangana even without formirgiede reorganization
commission. "If the Union government fails to resolthe issue of a separate Kamatapur state, agitatill be

continued,"Roy said.16

A violent situation might arise in the Koch-Rajbshginhabited areas of lower Assam where therehés t
intensification of the demand for a separate stdt&amatapur by the Kamatapur Liberation Organ@at{KLO), a
militant outfit. Since there is an armed outfit @hwed, the situation could be violent. A large n@enbf cadres of the KLO
have received training in Myanmar and may join ti@vement. There is a feeling among them that notisol can be

achieved without violence.

There are two major dissimilarities between KLO atter civil society organizations in their demafod
Kamatapur. Firstly, KLO wants sovereign Kamatamat, a state( federal unit), but the civil societganizations want a
state. Secondly, KLO’s sovereign Kamatapur includesas of North Bengal only. On the other hand, gheposed
Kamatapur state includes areas of both North Beagdl Assam which makes this issue trans-border lon@ctober
21,2013 there was a meeting in Bongaigaon, whernéath Rajbonshi and Kamatapuri organizations meatkiktrongly
felt the need of a common struggle for Kamataput provided strategy for the current agitation. lepil, the Maoists
had declared a separate state for Koch Rajbonahisch“Koch or Kochila Pradesh” on November 11, 2@@mne Indian
Koch Rajbonshi organizations maintain close costagth their fellow organizations in Nepal. So thidght have a link

with the present enthusiasm among the Koch Rajhenish

The Koch Rajbonshis have formed their own orgaitiratthe Kamtapuri People’'s Party (KPP) which is

continuing the agitation. Kamatapur progressivayp@£PP) has also called for demand of separate.stéhe party has
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asked the supporters not to pay taxes or repagrgoent loans. In a statement, party chief Atul Rogiounced that its
activities would start a rail and road blockadéhe West Bengal region and also the participatiothé hunger strike. 18
The KPP on 26.09.1997 has submitted a memoranduthetdthen Prime Minister | K Gujral consisting of points
charter of demands containing. Some of its demanes carving out a separate state of Kamtapur dsimprseveral
North Bengal districts , recognition of their vecoé, Kamtapuri language as part of the eight saleeaf the constitution,
establishing a separate university namely Roy Sahekur Panchanan Barma University, developmergdafcation,
opening of Fulbari Doordarshan to telecaste varicwitural programmes of Kamatapuri people, dediamabf Teesta

irrigation project as national project for the mlind development of North Bengal etc. 19

Sections of the Rajvanshi people claim that they different from the Bengalis, and their languagamot be
called Bengali. According to them, it is a differémnguage called the Kamtapuri language. The Aliiatapur Students
Union (AKSU) has made a demand that Kamatapuridagg should be given place among the national kgegi of

India.

In their memorandum to the Governor of Assam JP8&tnaik, the Koch people cited the agreement by kin
Jagaddipendra Narayan Bhup Bahadur of the erstW@olech Behar kingdom for merger with India and sgjent 'C'
category state status. They demanded immediatenaébr formation of Kamatapur through formulatiof the re-

organization commission of the states.

In Assam KMSS leader Akhil Gogoi has also provideghport to the movement. Addressing the mass, ide sa
that “Koch Rajbonshi people are agitating for leggihts. But | know that this bureaucratic govermtevhose base stands
on flattery and lie, had never thought about thenmon people and hence, they will not give themrthights easily. So
all Koch Rajbonshi people have to be prepared fonagsive and long term agitation.” He also said H&ISS will
support every agitation for Kamatapur. But Bisw&jgy and other leaders of the movement have ta@assem that they

will not molest the rights of people and will prdeiland right to every farmer in Kamatapur.20

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has assured the leadefKRSU that his government would facilitate talkigh the
centre regarding their statehood demands and aggp&athem for the suspension of their agitatidme Biswajit Roy and
Barman factions of AKRSU held tripartite talks imWM Delhi in September 2013 regarding the creatfokamatapur. A
10 member delegation of the AKRSU has met the QMiefster to discuss on the issue and the meetiag eordial and
positive. 21 Even as the Hiteshwar Barman faatibAll Koch Rajbongshi Students' Union (AKRSU) hagressed their
satisfaction over the recently concluded tripartiaéks with the Centre, it said it would continumass mobilization

programme for the creation of Kamatapur state aadting of Scheduled Tribe status to the Koch Ragisbi community.

However, “Save Assam”, a voluntary organizatiortted state of Assam has requested the Prime MiniBter
Manmohan Singh to reject the ongoing demands dhéurdividing Assam by several organizations antdngeessary
amendments in the Constitution of India to incltitle Koch Rajbongshis, Ahom, Chutia,Moran, Matok @ed Tribes in
the list of Scheduled tribes. In a memorandum riégeent to the Prime Minister, the organisatioid ghat if the separate
states are formed, the other communities will lotisgir economic and political rights in their oworheland. These
communities would then be compelled to start aigitator their homeland and it will make the sitaatimore dangerous.

Assam would lose its identity if such demands corgi22
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CONCLUSIONS

The demand for Kamatapur tells us about the is§mationalisms within nationalism. The need is twotounter

the Kamatapuri nationalism, but to find solutionaccommodate this nationalism with existing Assamasd Bengali

nationalism. Koch Rajbonshi people are making diffé demands and trying to say that they are tglpewith glorious

past. A policy that can address these aspects glpytdi find solution to the agitation. But at ttearge time it is important

to state here that only creation of a Kamatapurmat benefit the Koch Rajbanshis, till their riglre not protected.

Kamatapur state may or may not be a reality. Thaton of a separate Kamatapur state cannot lzeded as a

solution to the present movement after considettimgexperience of Northeast India. Then what ispihgsible solution

for the Kamatapur movement? It is very sad thatihest Bengal Government, treating the issue okKibeh Rajbanshis

as a law and order situation, has used police aadrity forces as the solution for the movemenshibws that the West

Bengal government may not be interested in solttiegstatehood issue of Koch Rajbonshis. But ittwgliscouraged the

spirit of KLO or AKRSU. The leaders and the Rajbloirpeople are very optimistic about their goakafnatapur state.
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