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Abstract

The journey of Bengali Novel started form Bankimchandra Chatterjee’s ‘Durgeshnandini’ (1863).
But the social status of women was either neglected or highly idealized by the authors upto the
mid-twentieth-century. From the mid-twentieth-century some novelist (so called ‘Lady-novelist’)
started to depict the real social status of women. Among them Pratibha Basu (13" March 1915-13"
October 2006) took a great role to focus the suppressed condition of women by various kinds of
superstitions and social barriers. She also highlighted the ways to get a open space for the women.
She stressed on women s emancipation by women's empowerment in her novels: ‘Manolina’ (1944),
‘Setubandho’ (1947), ‘Moner Moyur’ (1952), ‘Bibahita Stri’ (1954), ‘Megher Pore Megh’ (1958),
‘Modhyorater Tara’ (1958), ‘Bone Jodi Futlo Kusum’ (1961), ‘Ghumer Pakhira’ (1965), ‘Isworer
Probesh’ (1978), ‘Prothom Bosonto’ (1999) etc. So in her novels the heroines [as Anasuya (‘Moner
Moyur’ 1952), Sujata (‘Modhyorater Tara’ 1958), Sita (‘Padmasona Bharati’ 1979), etc.] lead their
life avoiding any understanding with freedom and prestige. They gave up many common easy
opportunities to be self-dependant and self-guided. In this regard, in her birth-centenary we want to
review her novels in the context of women s emancipation and empowerment.
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