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ABSTRACT

Present study was conducted at Dharampur talukaalshd district, Gujarat. According to 2001 censwale
population was 52% of total population and remajn#8% belong to female. Dharampur taluka has aeeliégracy
of both male and female 67% higher than nationataye of 59.5% educated and uneducated tribal wahBharampur
taluka in rural area are becoming socially and entnally empowered through self help groups (SH@s) they
are providing support to individual families as et common families in terms of economic aspe8edf help groups
(SHGs) aim at providing the rural poor, especialtymen, with savings, credit and insurance and farégwve household
income security. This study examines economic aoeihkbenefits of SHGs programme implemented byddeernment
organizations and Government agencies. There agevilldge which come under Dharmpur taluka and mibran
1000 SHGs programme are running in Dharmpur talhikages but out of them few SHGs groups are priogd
socio-economic benefit for beneficiaries particiyldor Dharmpur tribal women. The present studgliserved the impact
of various programme in certain focal areas likeimoand economic. The analysis of facts revels tiva socioeconomic

benefits for tribal women beneficiary.
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INTRODUCTION

Self Help Groups (SHGs) are small groups of indigidmembers who voluntarily come together and form
associations for achieving some common objectilreghis context, a good number of tribal women bgiag to the
Dharampur taluka of Valsad district of Gujarat caimevard to meet the bare necessities of livinge BHGs are small
in size having membership ranging from 10 to 20eyTare homogenous and have certain prerequisitgeoap-binding
factors. These groups start saving whatever passibtl with the help of credit, the group then usesavings to give
loans to other members to meet their emergencyotret needs. The members decide the loan amowmlaas interest
rates and other conditions (Kour, 2008). Rural sagnis the biggest segment which is the backbortbetlevelopment
of India. Now, the rural women are considered tdH®epivotal center of rural development in terrhalteviation of rural
poverty. NGOs are also playing an important roleeimoving gender discrimination and providing gera&areness and
sensitization. They are acting as agents of setiahge and development in view of changing teclgiesoand societies
from traditional to modern and then to post-modéviany NGOs are successful in developing appropritytes and
strategies towards women issues by raising th#iceafidence and capacity building (Rani, 2008heTribal population
living in India are predominantly rural and foréstellers or settled in mountain tracks somewhdatsd from the general
population. They are overwhelmingly illiterate anmtbre than 50 per cent population lives below theepty line.

Chakravarty, Shukla, and Suresh (2007) are of girian that the welfare and development of tribaldr been given
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a very high priority right from the beginning ofetffirst five year plan. However, the welfare sitoatremains in darkness
as many tribal remains in backward situation inidnd’he women Self Help Group (SHG) is an inforragdanization
comprising of up to 20 women from the poorer sectd the village community. They own operate arkktaare of the
common interests which in turn provide economibitityg and social solidarity. These groups have own perception

of need and impulse towards collective activitye3é& group mainly promote saving among the members.

The SHGs are both formal and informal organizatibinomogeneous poor women who belong to homogenous
socio-economic conditions and belong to the samatecaategory, and particular village. In this egsh study, an attempt
is made to study the structure and function of $hGs in the Dharampur Taluka of Valsad districtjaBat. The study

also analysis the socio-economic impacts of the Sblparticularly beneficiaries.

The present study strives to answer the followingsgion: How do the tribal women of Dharampur geblved

in SHGs and subsequently became socially empowertek extent of even fighting against social évils

METHODS

The universe of the present study was the Dharapluka of Valsad District in Gujarat. It is estited that in
Valsad district nearly 2267 SHGs are operating, entdof these 1267 SHGs are operating in the Dhawariialuka.
Out of these 1000 SHGs are linked with differentmotercial banks and NABARD banks. In present Stuahyout
100 SHGs (10 per cent from the Universe) have lsetected on random sampling basis. The samples dvaven from
the list of SHGs available with financial institoitis / government agencies / and NGOs working irstipailated universe.
An exploratory research design has been workedwdtht reference to tribal women. The present stushabout the
economic development and subsequent social empamerof the tribal villagers of Dharampur throughe tBHGs.
The study therefore incorporates both quantitaging qualitative. A multiple methodological approdas been adopted

to understand the social empowerment of in trib#irsg through SHGs.
TECHNICS OF STUDY

The direct face to face interview has been adopiekhow the static and dynamic aspects of the medpats.
The interview schedule was used as the tool foa datlection from respondents, pre-designed anetgsted interview
schedules were mainly used for collection of infation from SHGs members of the villages. Sevenatets of social life

have also been closely observed through participlasgrvation.

A pilot study was conducted in two villages in Ddwapur Taluka. The respondents were conducted st ¢meir

views on the broad area of SHGs and their respsgrsed as the basis for constructing the tool td dallection.

Different kinds of tools and methods were employ@grocure information from various SHGs. A struetl
schedule was developed for obtaining informatiogarding the socio-economic backgrounds of the heneks of the
SHGs from the presidents / secretaries or otherbeesnof group present during the time of intervi@ilvese schedules
have covered the address of beneficiaries, ocaupaif beneficiaries, family size of beneficiaridand holding of

beneficiaries, marital status of the beneficiaries.

The direct face to face interview has been adopiekhow the static and dynamic aspects of the redpats.

The interview schedule was used as the tool faa datlection from respondents, pre-designed andqsted interview
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schedules were mainly used for collection of infation from SHGs members of the villages. Sevenatets of social life
have also been closely observed through participlasgrvation.

A pilot study was conducted in two villages in Déwawpur Taluka. The respondents were conducted ist émir

views on the broad area of SHGs and their respgersed as the basis for constructing the tool td dallection.

Different kinds of tools and methods were employegrocure information from various SHGs. A struetl
schedule was developed for obtaining informatiogarding the socio-economic backgrounds of the beneks of the
SHGs from the presidents / secretaries or otherbeesnof group present during the time of intervidlese schedules
have covered the address of beneficiaries, ocaupaif beneficiaries, family size of beneficiaridand holding of
beneficiaries, marital status of the beneficiaries.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Major finding related to social and economic depebent for tribal women of Dharmpur are depictedatble 1.

Table 1: Before Joining SHG (Social Empowerment unek Government Agencies)

Sr. No. Evils Name Frequency | Percentage (%)
1 Alcoholism 03 4.61
2 Dowry 01 1.53
3 Female infanticide 01 1.53
4 Not taken part 60 92.34
Total 65 100

According to above data shows that 65 SHGs groupswarking under government agencies like DRDA,
Aganvadi and others. Before joining the SHGs largmbers of SHGs groups (92.34%) were not awaretaomial issues
and social problem in their vicinity and 4.61% SHg§seups were aware about social problem like allisimy dowry and
female infanticide so that we concluded social @wass were very less before joining the SHG sdstidty very less
number of SHG were socially empowered.

Table 2: After Joining SHG (Social Empowerment unde Government Agencies)

Sr. No. Evils Name Frequency | Percentage (%)
1 Alcoholism 20 30.78
2 Dowry 25 38.46
3 Female infanticide 15 23.07
4 Not taken part 05 07.69
Total 65 100

Table 3: Participation against Social Evils by SHGGroups before Joining SHG

Sr. No. Evils Name Frequency | Percentage (%)
1 Alcoholism 02 5.73
2 Dowry 01 2.85
3 Female infanticide 04 11.42
4 Not taken part 28 80
Total 35 100

According to above table data a large number of Sk@@ups did not participate against social ekt is

80% and very few SHG groups that is 20 % partieigatgainst social evils before joining the SHGshst they are still
socially backward and socially poor.
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Table 4: Participation against Social Evils by SHGGroups after Joining SHG

Sr. No. Evils Name Frequency | Percentage (%)
1 Alcoholism 15 42.85
2 Dowary 10 28.57
3 Female infanticide 05 14.28
4 Not taken part 05 14.28
Total 65 100

Above table shows that majority of SHGs groups atiifely participated against social evils afternjag the
SHGs that is more than 80%. It means large numberilde women socially empowered through the instent of

SHG network after joined.
Economic Empowerment of SHGs Groups of Dharampur Tlka

According to exclusive studies of SHGs groups, thag received better economic development afteningi
SHGs group before their previous condition. Datateel to 20 SHGs exclusive groups studies. In 26@y had received
loan more than 20,000 under scheme of 50 % sulisidy the bank that was Jai Shree Ashram Sakhi Maatftier that
SHGs group utilized that money for vegetable fagniNow they are earning per month five thousandragelling
vegetables. Finally that SHGs group earned mone #irety thousand money in a year. So group savingenthan forty
thousand case amount in their bank. Similarly asaieing other SHGs group have been withdraw loamfdifferent
group as Bank of Baroda and SBI. They had utilited money in various activities and they got bredtgput than input.
They had received that money from bank at 1@ réateefest and same time that money given to village the rate of
5% interests those who belong to out of group. He tast all twenty exclusive group finally changedonomic

empowerment after joining SHGs group.

The study ofindira Mishra (1997) indicates that NGOs like SEWA, Ahmedabad Angdurna Mahila Samiti,
Mumbai have organizations in which all the womerrkwvim the same pattern as that of the Bangladestm@&en Bank.
Such a pattern is very effective in India and ottmuntries of the third world. Now, it had been gptin 40 countries of
world like China, Malaysia, Philippines, Pakist&an, Magnolia etcK. Kokila (2001) indicates that so many volunteer
agencies are ready to do work for the SHGs, angl dhe also ready for funding them. Local women wameouraged to
form women's organizations with the help of seveagéncies. They could possibly change the modé¢haif village.
Now, they are recognized to keep manage the proakesscio-economic development. This kind of worlactivity

improves economic conditions of villagers as worstmted changing their schedule and life style withhelp of NGOs.
CONCLUSIONS

SHG in Dharampur taluka experienced a new chagdtemwncipating the rural poor women from the credit
institutions that used to exploit the poor by claggexorbitant rate of interest and keeping thenextreme chain of
poverty. The SHGs were not only benefited by baiiarfce but also benefited by grass root particpatin

SHGs activities.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The author (Manoj Sharma) is thankful to Dr. Kalpd®ao (Coordinator) Department of Mass Communinatio

Bhavan, VNSGU, and Surat for academic help and hsoizport.

| Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 - Articles can be sertb editor@impactjournals.us




| Socio-Economic Impact of SHG on Tribal Women 147 |

REFERENCES

1. Kour, Amarjeet, (2008) ‘Self-Help Group and Ruralvdlopment, Kurukshetra, 57(2) (Dec.):25-27.

2. Rani, Sandhya G., (2008) Role of NGOs in Womenigtigoment, Southern Economist.

3. Chakravarty, S. Shukla, G. and Suresh C. P. (20D0al welfare development in India: Past and prés
strategy with special reference to agriculture fomdstry’, Kurukshetra, 11 (4) (Nov.):12-15.

4. Indira Mishra (1997) towards empowerment of womehi®ugh microfinancing: Experience in Rastriya ah
Kosh’, The Indian Journal of Public AdministratiofL. IIl (4):933-942.

5. K. Kokila (2001) ‘Credit Group for women Worker8pcial Welfare, 44:23-26.

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.4507 - This article can be denloaded from www.impactjournals.us







