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Education Policy lays particular emphasis on the development of the creative potential of 

each individual. It is based on the principle that education must develop not only cognitive capacities 

- both the ‘foundational capacities ’of literacy and numeracy and ‘higher-order’ cognitive capacities, 

such as critical thinking and problem solving – but also social, ethical, and emotional capacities and 

dispositions. The Digital India Campaign is helping to transform the entire nation into a digitally 

empowered society and knowledge economy. While education will play a critical role in this 

transformation, technology itself will play an important role in the improvement of educational 

processes and outcomes; thus, the relationship between technology and education at all levels is 

bidirectional. National Education Policy 2020 recognizes the importance of leveraging the 

advantages of technology while acknowledging its potential risks and dangers. It calls for carefully 

designed and appropriately scaled pilot studies to determine how the benefits of online/digital 

education can be reaped while addressing or mitigating the downsides. In the meantime, the existing 

digital platforms and on-going ICT-based educational initiatives must be optimized and expanded to 

meet the current and future challenges in providing quality education for all. 
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Introduction 

 The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) lays out a compelling, ambitious agenda 

for education reform in India. The new policy is a wide-ranging document and therefore 

priority-setting is key. To realise the NEP’s vision, the centre should prioritise certain critical 

elements of the policy: expanding access to early childhood care and education (ECCE), 

raising foundational literacy and numeracy in primary school, and creating a regular, national 

sample-based survey of learning outcomes. An overarching point we also make is that as 

education is a concurrent subject, the centre should provide guidance and funding but leave 
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details to the states. Education Policy lays particular emphasis on the development of the 

creative potential of each individual. It is based on the principle that education must develop 

not only cognitive capacities - both the ‘foundational capacities ’of literacy and numeracy 

and ‘higher-order’ cognitive capacities, such as critical thinking and problem solving – but 

also social, ethical, and emotional capacities and dispositions.  

 The rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge and thought has been a 

guiding light for this Policy. The pursuit of knowledge (Jnan), wisdom (Pragyaa), and truth 

(Satya) was always considered in Indian thought and philosophy as the highest human goal. 

The aim of education in ancient India was not just the acquisition of knowledge as 

preparation for life in this world, or life beyond schooling, but for the complete realization 

and liberation of the self. World-class institutions of ancient India such as Takshashila, 

Nalanda,Vikramshila, Vallabhi, set the highest standards of multidisciplinary teaching and 

research and hosted scholars and students from across backgrounds and countries. The Indian 

education system produced great scholars such as Charaka, Susruta, Aryabhata, 

Varahamihira, and Thiruvalluvar, among numerous others, who made seminal contributions 

to world knowledge in diverse fields such as mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy, medical 

science and surgery, civil engineering, architecture, shipbuilding and navigation, yoga, fine 

arts, chess, and more. Indian culture and philosophy have had a strong influence on the 

world. These rich legacies to world heritage must not only be nurtured and preserved for 

posterity but also researched, enhanced, and put to new uses through our education system.  

 This National Education Policy envisions an education system rooted in Indian ethos 

that contributes directly to transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable 

and vibrant knowledge society, by providing high-quality education to all, and thereby 

making India a global knowledge superpower. The Policy envisages that the curriculum and 

pedagogy of our institutions must develop among the students a deep sense of respect 

towards the Fundamental Duties and Constitutional values, bonding with one’s country, and a 

conscious awareness of one’s roles and responsibilities in a changing world. The vision of the 

Policy is to in still among the learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian, not only in 

thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and deeds, as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values, 

and dispositions that support responsible commitment to human rights, sustainable 

development and living, and global well-being, thereby reflecting a truly global citizen. 
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Promotion of Indian Languages, Arts, and Culture 

 India is a treasure trove of culture, developed over thousands of years and manifested 

in the form of arts, works of literature, customs, traditions, linguistic expressions, artefacts, 

heritage sites, and more. Crores of people from around the world partake in, enjoy, and 

benefit from this cultural wealth daily, in the form of visiting India for tourism, experiencing 

Indian hospitality, purchasing India’s handicrafts and handmade textiles, reading the classical 

literature of India, practicing yoga and meditation, being inspired by Indian philosophy, 

participating in India’s unique festivals, appreciating India’s diverse music and art, and 

watching Indian films, amongst many other aspects. It is this cultural and natural wealth that 

truly makes India, “Incredible India”, as per India’s tourism slogan. The preservation and 

promotion of India’s cultural wealth must be considered a high 

Technology Use and Integration  

 India is a global leader in information and communication technology and in other 

cutting-edge domains, such as space. The Digital India Campaign is helping to transform the 

entire nation into a digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. While education 

will play a critical role in this transformation, technology itself will play an important role in 

the improvement of educational processes and outcomes; thus, the relationship between 

technology and education at all levels is bidirectional. 

Online and Digital Education: Ensuring Equitable Use of Technology  

New circumstances and realities require new initiatives. The recent rise in epidemics 

and pandemics necessitates that we are ready with alternative modes of quality education 

whenever and wherever traditional and in-person modes of education are not possible. In this 

regard, the National Education Policy 2020 recognizes the importance of leveraging the 

advantages of technology while acknowledging its potential risks and dangers. It calls for 

carefully designed and appropriately scaled pilot studies to determine how the benefits of 

online/digital education can be reaped while addressing or mitigating the downsides. In the 

meantime, the existing digital platforms and ongoing ICT-based educational initiatives must 

be optimized and expanded to meet the current and future challenges in providing quality 

education for all. 

a) Pilot studies for online education: Appropriate agencies, such as the NETF, CIET, NIOS, 

IGNOU, IITs, NITs, etc. will be identified to conduct a series of pilot studies, in 

parallel, to evaluate the benefits of integrating education with online education while 

mitigating the downsides and also to study related areas, such as, student device 
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addiction, most preferred formats of e-content, etc. The results of these pilot studies will 

be publicly communicated and used for continuous improvement.  

(b) Digital infrastructure: There is a need to invest in creation of open, interoperable, 

evolvable, public digital infrastructure in the education sector that can be used by 

multiple platforms and point solutions, to solve for India’s scale, diversity, complexity 

and device penetration. This will ensure that the technology-based solutions do not 

become out dated with the rapid advances in technology.  

(c) Online teaching platform and tools: Appropriate existing e-learning platforms such as 

SWAYAM, DIKSHA, will be extended to provide teachers with a structured, user-

friendly, rich set of assistive tools for monitoring progress of learners. Tools, such as, 

two-way video and two way-audio interfaces for holding online classes are a real 

necessity as the present pandemic has shown. 

Strengthening the Central Advisory Board of Education  

 Achieving successful implementation of this policy demands a long-term vision, 

availability of expertise on a sustained basis, and concerted action from all concerned 

encompassing National, State, institutional, and individual levels. In this context, the Policy 

recommends strengthening and empowering the Central Advisory Board of Education 

(CABE) which will have a much greater mandate and not only a forum for widespread 

consultation and examination of issues relating to educational and cultural development. The 

remodelled and rejuvenated CABE shall also be responsible for developing, articulating, 

evaluating, and revising the vision of education in the country on a continuous basis, in close 

collaboration with MHRD and the corresponding apex bodies of States. It shall also create 

and continuously review the institutional frameworks that shall help attain this vision. 

School Education 

Currently, children in the age group of 3-6 are not covered in the 10+2 structure as 

Class 1 begins at age 6. In the new 5+3+3+4 structure, a strong base of Early Childhood Care 

and Education (ECCE) from age 3 is also included, which is aimed at promoting better 

overall learning, development, and well-being. 

Restructuring school curriculum and pedagogy in a new 5+3+3+4 design  

 The curricular and pedagogical structure of school education will be reconfigured to 

make it responsive and relevant to the developmental needs and interests of learners at 

different stages of their development, corresponding to the age ranges of 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, 

and 14-18 years, respectively. The curricular and pedagogical structure and the curricular 
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framework for school education will therefore be guided by a 5+3+3+4 design, consisting of 

the Foundational Stage (in two parts, that is, 3 years of Anganwadi / pre-school + 2 years in 

primary school in Grades 1-2; both together covering ages 3-8), Preparatory Stage (Grades 3-

5, covering ages 8-11), Middle Stage (Grades 6-8, covering ages 11-14), and Secondary 

Stage (Grades 9-12 in two phases, i.e., 9 and 10 in the first and 11 and 12 in the second, 

covering ages 14-18). 

Experiential learning  

 In all stages, experiential learning will be adopted, including hands-on learning, arts-

integrated and sports-integrated education, story-telling-based pedagogy, among others, as 

standard pedagogy within each subject, and with explorations of relations among different 

subjects. To close the gap in achievement of learning outcomes, classroom transactions will 

shift, towards competency-based learning and education. The assessment tools (including 

assessment “as”, “of”, and “for” learning) will also be aligned with the learning outcomes, 

capabilities, and dispositions as specified for each subject of a given class. 

Conclusion  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2022 is a policy document released by the 

Government of India on 29th July 2020. It outlines the government’s vision for the education 

sector in India over the next ten years. The policy has been developed after extensive 

consultations with various stakeholders, including teachers, students, parents, education 

experts, and civil society organizations. The NEP 2022 is a comprehensive policy that covers 

all aspects of education, from early childhood education to higher education and vocational 

training. It is an ambitious policy that seeks to transform the education system in India and 

make it world-class. 
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